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EXTRACT/COPY

From ovolll Reference: Date; Sth May, 1957

Original on

Received on Extracted/Copied by eee On 2th Jan,1958
 

RELATIVE20: COMMUNIST PARTY AND ANCILLARY ORGANISATIONS,
CHRISTCHURCH, Known activities the
period from 24th April to 16th May, 7.

 

N.Z. COMMUNIST PARTY, Meeting of No,1 Branch
held at 37 Pavitt Street on Thursday evening 2nd May, 1957.

It is fathered that among those who were present
at this meeting were the following persons :-

=. Jin HOWLEY, Bill
N, Geoff MOSES Julie

GIBSON, Mil MORRAY, Bill
HEPSURA, Mavis ROSS, Jack,

an ag was received from Frank McNULTY
who was a Federation of Labour Conference and there-
fore could not give a report at this meeting on the National
Commnist Party Conference,

Mavis HEPBURN advised that all delegates to the
Conference held in Auckland had the Party stand on
the SCOTT issue, and the general on of was that ScorT
had "ratted" on the Party and that the matter d not be
taken too seriously.

Communist Party members ie into Parliament,
He praia particular emphasis to the in tional a
of arty and cables of greeting from Russia, India,
and Hungary were read,

of
and

The Conference felt that a clearer understanding
as applicable to New Zealand is needed

s are to help form executives in
branch and ensure that the best people are in the jobs not

£ :

Communist Party finance is fairly desperate at
Cyess cele aot ees thee te t credit for expenses

4 not have been held. is nota

The Branch decided to put out a ral bulletin
in two weeks’ time on the H~Bomb tests and the Federation of
Labour Cohference, The Campaign for the increase of sales of

"People's Voige" has not had any real success to date,g



   ” nae a ac WelLing ton
29e5/

Meeting of Central Branch Communist Party
ters 

On Thursday 254.57 it is stated that a meeting
of the Wellington Central Branch Commnist Party was held at
Ray Nunes' flst on The Terrace. Known to be present were Ray
Nunes, Naney Godderd, Jim Smith, Dennis wcCarthy, Normen Coleman,
Jim and Kre Delabunty, Peul Potiki.

    

    

    

Discussion was in the main on finence and it appears
that 2 appeals for Sunde are to be held this year, 1 being for
the People’s Voice and 1 for an election fund.

it was also mentioned that there are 7 branches =
Teer Hutt, Central, Varsity, Maritime, South end Palmerston
‘orth.

Varsity must be a small group as the quota for their
branch is £5 compared with £45 for Central.

Tt is also understood that the Cowmanist Party want
"Ben fuclear Tests" committees set up in all big unions snd
anywhere where lerge groups meet.

An aggregate meeting is to be held on Wednesday to
study tne Report on the National Conference held in Auckland over
Saster, A reliable source states that 7 delegates went up from
Wellington.
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: 4/57.i} WELLINGTON. 3/: ie
Puplished at Z ie FiOnidate|eeeenoee

SUBJECT COMMUNISTS NOT TO GET ELECTIONEHRING BROADCASTING TIME.

r
a
y
s

 

 

 

 

 

in i °‘CommunistsNot|
ToBroadcast —
The Communist Party will

not get broadcasting time |
during the election campaign |
later this year, The Prime
Minister, Mr, Holland, . re-
iterated this yesterday, saying
that he has notaltered his 1954

' decision. au
Mr, Holland said that he had

received a request from the °Communist Party seeking
radio time. He had told them
that there was no change in
the policy of refusing the party
‘broadeasting time. :
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   ion Secreta circular (First Steps")

my report of 1/57 re meeting of the

Communist Party of New Zealand held on

  A copy of
was forwarded under

Branch of

 

  

 

    Concerning the proposed wa ivity, I wish to draw

attention to the fact that Edward Emanuel IS referred to in $.56/328

is president of the Au and Cargo Workers' Union, and his brother

Davi Y, also referred to in §.56/328 is a mobile crane driver

employed by the Auckland Harbour Board.

   
 

 

    

Paragraph 93

Marion Le
Airways Corporation
two weeks time. Sie
itable housing

that her husband,‘Donel
When it is known i
separate report w

    

  

ley ROSS terminates her emp
ir Centre, Commerce Street,

en. intends to proceed
can

 land in about

mouth soon as
be obtained there. It is believed

f gh ROSS will acco y her to Greymouth
rion Lesley ROSS has for Greymouth a
orwardede

   

     

 

    

  

 

paragraph 10:

  

' For previous
flats please see my report04 5 = ‘ re meetir
City Branch of the Communist Party.

  

Pparagraphil:

The pamphlet referred to in thi Es , is t
_ > re x r ig paragraph is the oneabove as "First Steps". SCOTT referred to is Sdney Wilfred scort,

expelled from the Communist Party of New Zealand.

     

HINANCTIAL BREAK, - meanes a break in the proceedings toenable members to pay their financial dhes. / :
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From (source): De Reference: Date: 18t February 1957.

For File No. 21/2/8

Original on 21/8/41

Received on Extracted/Captediaby aS On... ..2/5/58
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RELATIVE TO +: COMMUNIST PARTY AND ANCILLARY ORGANISATIONS? CHRISTCHURCH
Known activities during the period from 26th January
10 ist February, 1957.

NEW _ZELAND COMMUNIST PARTY. Meeting of No.1 Branch held at 37 Pavitt
Street on 31/1/57.

Among those present at this meeting were:-

 

EMPSON, Geoff MOSES, Tulie
GIBSON, Mil MURRAY, Bill
HEPBURN, Mavis McNULTY, Noeline
HOBSON, Peggy ROSS, Jack
HOWLEY, Bill

The Bulletin advised that the sum of £187 had been collected
by the P arty in the special Christmas effort period and that after
paying out £93 in expenditure and the National quota there was still
£40 in credit over the period. In addition the special P.V. fund
collection amounted to £23.7.6 at Christchurch. The amount paid each
month to the National Office is £27. So far only £6 had been collecte
by No.1 Branch in January but it was a holiday period.

At this meeting much time was given to a discussion on
democratic centralism, unity and Party security. These are matters
which are to be discussed frequently prior to the holding of the
National Conference at Easter.

The major task of the Party this year is to use all methods
| of work and propaganda to defeat Holland in the election. There was
considerable discussion on what industries are to be concentrated on
this year, but it was left to the District meeting which is to be held
on Sunday evening 3/2/57 to make a decision. Likely industries for
Communist penetration are Borthwicks Freezing Works or Transport.
Three members of the District Executive, John COLE, Jack LOCKE and
Frank McNULTY are employed at Borthwicks.

The Party is feeling well satisfied with the financial position
particularly over the Christmas period. The Party considers thet in
the past its work has been considerably hampered by lack of finance,
but the strain has been eased by the lesser pay-out to a part-time
Secretary and it is now being considered whether or not the Party should
continue to pay rent for an office when the work could well be done
at home by the Secretary. This would effect an additional saving of
over £100 a year which could be used for other purposes. The present

office - a small one - is used for Secretary's business and small

meetings only. This work could be carried out in private houses. For

larger functions the Party rents a hall.

Noeline McNULTY is a new member of the Communist Party at

Christchuteh.

seem eee meee ree ease sees esessssereeseesseeseseseesese

eee meee www arene eee eseneneeee weer ere ees eseessasres
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Repemt subsittes meeting of the City Branch of
te semnantet oot ‘san7ste

 

wae hele Soo l3g Tabernacle BuLldinges Kerengetape
& tog of the Branch of the -onsuniat Party
on Svisarte oe =

Reed at & pom

There present Berry Of: . “art end Don 1085, Joe
RAFFERTY» BOR TALLg pocnanPEA Rl sesty astas r

Kerry GEAR etated thet Alden "PRELGR aay not be attending
branch avetinge in the future owing to $14 health.

Betty ARTA gnid that Compede “S54.A8 ene oving soovesineenty
pas carte ecpeaverelt™ WS Use PeVe O88 Chonehd het 9 seuber nG .
Gentest hin (SRESLIR's weekly /.¥. pound nucbers approx. JO)» 0 thot
bide comdituente eould bs Grought up te dates

arey GAlSs gald thet if (@ were oontected at Me work
(Gohonted ammonition Gas) it eo i4 be Bore deairavic ae aeobers were
quite Aikely to seet with o “het* revephion ot tie heme in Aingeletde

DOR HG! ekated thet @ “‘eeussion om the Setionel Seeretorust’e
pamphlet “Firat Stepe* ahovld be held apd apked for contribeterte

Betty oT for comp time on the ebrowlar cesecessoceces
“Firet steps” certain te aweng which ehe stated that
there ohowid be Gore orgenieed setivities in the branch, especially cn
the wetertfronte

She e016 that thoogh the ports:ben eeversl contectas there
eere no aoubere © s in that arenes ¥ if the branch in the
Bulletin concentrated ite artheles on that par ° fields ene ty
PoVe Peperte on the qveotion of oonditie a» pay @tee, infiltretion
through thic aechum was poestble.

ae Sarton S755 wae shortly te lesve sweklonds, anether PsVe
eeller var required by the brench, «nother role of the drench o
ase work vith fncustry/ ANYA eteted that lan WESELER who worked tn the

ok smmanditio- ‘oapahy wee in vantact efth JOO workers and to
mony he eole Po¥ee Whe (Arta) ted ‘iat ne this cumber wae too
a 2epe with oy HR Leg 9 40 wousd be om ideo thot the

Wer thie revponsibility, Branch sexbers ahovid sot sovevers
forget theie area work (ieee) “*pub" sales, canvases @teses and shovld
be able to approech the staff fer Setterment of penceone ete.

wn aFoygyn nas ibe noo [eee "Late ve ted
ote OrBeae 16 eee w meeting eenl

erranged nm Pee eellores

Adee SOTLER apoke om she gaaphlet anc pradeed ite contents
Stated thet pressure ehouls de breuyht te ee Shr

GisLAaQheckestieSO5tt sbopeetfarer oak ‘@ .

fa coptaia Avekiend Serned waters to on  
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eseRte

Cibst tah Bee 5:

the election of tow hee members to the branch exesutive ese
Redd oma those elected were George FRAGER and Seth “Alle The next
Guscutive ageting ene to be Bold on Fotruary 7th at the howee of Den
R288 at 7e3O poms

Betty -x%A moved shat Seth UAL. be ehewted end Don Lote
Bored thet Pw be elected to the branch onecutives

PRAGDA gave @ tol on Verty propagends fer the coning
@lectiong. At the conoiueion Jetty AlTA soved that PaAcen should
take the r aleng te the Prépacnnén Committee se 1% ena coneddee
7@G a aert lagertent cov wnente PLER atates that toe document be
taken wp Om a hationad Seria,
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2 Newspaper. 234

2706.56. be2/10

__"THE PEOPLE'SVOICE"

AUCKLAND

Extract from “

Pr lished at_ —___—, on [date]_

SUBJECT:

Does “revolution”
mean violence?

QUESTION: The Communist P y stands for revolu-
‘tion. Will not the people, thoughde g Socialism, shun
ithe ‘violence associated with revolution andturn to the
Labour Party to achieve it by constitutional means? —
J. M. Sydney.

forces of peace, democracy and
Socialism everywhere have creat-
ed the possibility that the assas-
sins” hand ean be stayed.

These new possibilities are re-

cognised in our programme. It
states:

“The Communist Party at all
times stands for @ peaceful sola-
tion of the political, economic and
social issues of our time,”

 

ANSWER: Last week I pointed out: 1. The welcome
change in the Labour Party’s policy from a reactionary
to a progressive one wil e breaking of Grouper dom-
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ination.

2. That this change was of

great importance to aid the build-
ing of the unity of the people

to fight for their immediate in-
terests and further progress of
the labour movement,

3, That it would be rash, as
yet, to conclude that the Labour
Party, as a whole, had made a
decisive turn towardsSocialism
from ite traditional non-socialist
stand.
With that understood, we can

proceed to the question, which
clearly comes from a believer in
in Socialism.

He affirms that constitutional
means are better than revolution-
ary means for achieving Social-
ism.

What he means, I think, is not
revolution versus constitution,
but violence versus non-violence,

‘These are not the same thing.
A revolution is a fundamental

change, a change which alters the
whole nature of a thing,
When applied to present

society, it means confiscating the

property of private monopolies in
banks, industries, mines, shipping,
ete., and placing it in ‘the hands
of the people.
Will this change, this revolu-

tion, be violent or not; with civil

war or without? That is the ques-
tion.
No move to replace capitalism

by Socialism (by whatever
means) wonld be attempted or
urged by Communists until a
majority of the people actively
favours such a change.

‘This side with the majority has

the winning hand,
The holder of a royal routine

does not resort to weapons to win

the jackpot. But the loser may.

ITEM509)

 

    

  

  

This question, which
appeared in the Syd-
ney Tribune and was
answered by Eric
Aarons, is of interest
and value in New
Zealand.

It is a question that
worries many people. 

 

In the past (Russia and China,
for example) the local and
foreign millionaries resorted to
bloody wara to try to frustrate
the will of the people.
The Soviet Revolution of Octo-

ber, 1917, was virtually blood-
Jess, but capitalists from 14
nations conspired with the local
capitalists and landlords to force

more thin five years of bloodshed
on the Soviet people,
The yietories of the people in

the Socialist countries and tho
general strengthening of the |

 

But our peaceful desires and in-
tentions do not tall our vigilance.

If reaction heeds the will of
the majority, there will be no
violence.

If reaction raises the sword, it
shall perish by the sword.
But what of the constitution?
The Australian Constitution

certainly protects the private
monopolies. It hinders control by
the Central Government over
them, and in particular their
transference to public rt

 

ship.
Measures which would change

the constitution without n=
ing the interests of thepeopleih
other ways have always” been
advocated and supported by

All this is important but the
main question is the struggles of
the people.
We do not say, as other politic-

ians do, “Leave it to boys,
and it will be all right? no
“Leave it to this or that instita-
tion,!”
We say to the people, rather

“Only when youact resolutely in
your millions will big: changes
oceur.”.

Polities in general, and! Social-
iam in particular,is not a matter
of academic discussion, But of
mass action, maes movement. —

People will take toresolute
tion only to solve acute problems’
of living. -
Capitalism caases these acute

problems.
That is why Socialism will

surely come.
Whenthe majority are ready”to

act; it will not be difficult ‘a
solve the constitutional
Jem in whatever formit’ maya
ist at that time.

  

 

P. 7PEOSPLE’S VOICE, June27,1986

300 nads/5/53 16823
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EXTRAGT/COPY

From (source): aged! Aucklend Reference: $6/2hk Date: *4th May 1956

For File No. 24/2/),

Original on 21/4/18

Received on uth June 1956 ERPEGRA/Copiedte On 4th aepte 1958
 

 

Report dated 14/5/56 re weckly meeting of the Aveklend City
Branch of the Communist Party.

 

On 1 et 7.30 ym. the weekly meeting of the City
Brench of the Communist Party was held in Room 13, Tevernecle
Aldgee, Karengehape Read, Auckland,

Those present were:~ Sid OCOTT; Nellie SCOTT; Len GNITHS
Steve Alan WERELWR; George FRASSR; Prenk ané keelineRIPS (THEY; Merion 2088; aurTe (wite of Len ouITR);
Kay works in ProgressiveBooks) ané husvené Pronk
(canadian);Mary DILLGNs Joyce FW; Alee ONTLTR; Joe DAPYERPY.

EeYo Members were asked to make sure that their >.V. subscribers
names end places of oceupation be given by next meetings

1 Executive to mect next Monday night et 7.30 at home
lie scoTT.

Study: A study clase is to be held at home of Len SMITH, Sunday
20/5/56 ut 9 ams .

: Pronk KNIPS eteted thet the Watersi¢ere will
iale bleek on Cévie 2 Od.

Len ONITY stated % the situation at ip job woe mostly
over * 68 workers reinstated in the job were put on the
Seoul isbecreve’ wage which wee lower to their previous

4 Giecuscion wes helé om the compatibility of right wing
political oe with the C.P. Both Quam SCOTT ané OSTLER

on desue. SCOTT streseod the denger of associations
the party with the leftist orgenisetion ae one of their main

aime was the Gestruction of the NeisCe’s Nowever, on Union jobs
or shere membere were mizing with labour euppertere, their
criticiem should be om @ cowoperntive beeis father then of an
isolationist.one,

OSTLER who hed written en article in ‘51 on the role of the
Seeahe "Gabe tases pelts wae eeked to adé hie comments. fe
etated thet Party Policy changed, but
ally correct in ing the Right Wing ené
ae being é¢eced and therfore the éownfell wes

The danger now lay in the Le Perty and
coments on the fight of the Party ageinst thie
(Ledour) Party.

Meeting concluded 9620. At & resteurent nearby where membdere
of the City Branch congregate after the weekly meeting, it eas
noticed thet membere of the “Builder?” Brench were eleo there.
There were 6 membere present auonget whom were :- Jack MACKIE
ené Mike s

It hae deen stated by Noeline FNIPE that the whole of the
Chrietchureh District Branches (City1, City 2 ané )
consist of only 55

s ee jemandSithase cateABS

‘
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE

Special Branch,
WELLINGTON.

8th November, 1954.

REPORT OF: Jd.W. Pullman, Det. Sgt No. 3264,

RELATIVE TO: COMMUNIST PARTY STREET MEETING, PETONE,

5th November, 1954.

 

I have to report having attended an election
meeting held at the corner of Buick and Jackson Streets,
Petone, on 5th November, 1954, in support of the Communist
Party Parliamentary candidate, Mrs Constance Alice BIRCH-
FIELD.

Owing to the late arrival of Mrs Birchfield the
meeting did not commence until 7.45p.m. William George John
DURNING was the chairman.

Maxwell Charles BOLLINGER was the first speaker
and he spoke mainly on the theme that the present Government,
in particular the Prime Minister, Mr Holland, was following
the lead of the U.S.A., right or wrong, and leading New
Zealand into war and into the hands of the capitalists.

Mrs Birchfield then briefly addressed the meeting,
concentrating upon the cost of living and the position of the
housewife. She also spoke upon the necessity for a better
housing policy. She concluded her address by pointing out
the merits of having a Communist representative in Parliament,
who would move among the people continuously, in contrast to
other politicians who met the people at election time only.
Mrs Birchfield appealed for electors to vote against the
National Party, to vote for the Communist Party where there was
a@ candidate standing, but otherwise to vote for the Labour Party.

Durning concluded the meeting with a speech on
“freedom.” He complained that the Party had been denied the
use of broadcasting facilities and were watched at all meetings
by the "political police."

The audience was very small, there being no more

than half-a-dozen people present. A few passers-by stopped
to listen for a short time only.

O.F.M. STAVELEY was selling the "People's Voice"
newspaper on the street nearby and disposed of two copies

during the meeting, which closed at 8.15p.m.

A Mr
The Officer in Charge, etective Sergeant.
Special Branch, “
WELLINGTON.

SEGRE
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NEWZEALANG

NEW ZEALAND POLICE 2d #h ar

Sueliject COMMUNIST PARTY I954 GENERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN in Dunedine

"Vide attached"

The Superintendent of Police,.
o>DUNEDIN-

Please see my report attached

aeABAKASS
heretor

Detective Sergeant 3272.
Wellehte cif.

2The Commissioner of Police,
ELLINGTON.=

The attached report, which

is forwarded for your information,
summarises the recent communist elect-
ion campa@#ign in Dunedin.

soperinncL
U hin J:UY

30«11.54.. fos

  

of Police.
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NEW_ZEALAND POLICE a BS

Special Branch,
DUNEDIN.

30th November T954.

REPORT of Detective Sergeant R.Jones No; 5272.

relative to COMMUNIST PARTY GENERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN in Dunedin.

 

I respectfully report that the General Election
Campaign of the Dunedin Branch of the Commnist Party wgs centred
round the sole communist candidate,"John Joseph HANNANY for the
Mornington Electorate. This electorate has been a Labour strong-
hold for many years and was again retained by the Labour Mr
HUDSON, M.P..

HANNTAN was nominated as a Parliamentary candidate
by David aod! rey BROWN a welder, employed at Hillside Railway
Workshops, and living at 27 Crammond Avenue, Corstorphine, and
Robert William Tolmies TATED bus driver, employed by the Dunedin
City "ramways and living at 53 Panmure Avenue, Corsatorphine. 8oth
BROWN and ‘TATEYare on record at this officee

The campaign was opened on 14.9.54 when a meeting
was held in the Mornington Community centre under the chairman-
ship of John Leslie MARSTON ho is on record at this office.
Ten persons were present, of whom six were Commmnist Party members.

On 26.10.54 Victor Georte witck, General Secretary
of the N.Z Communist Party, arrived in Dunedin by air from
Auckland. On the evening of the same day he addressed a meeting
in the Orphans’ Hall. There were 52 persons present and of these
at least 30 were University students who had no sympathy with the
speaker. WILCOX left for Christchurch by the first plane on
27.10.54.

A lunch-time meeting was held on the wharves on
27.10.54 for the benefit of waterside workers. The Party, in
the People's Voice newspaper, claims that 92 persons were present.
I hed no information that this meeting was to have been held, but
subsequnet enquiries showed that the meeting was poorly attended
and little interest was shown in the speaker, HANNAN, or his
policy.

On 2.11.54 a meeting was advertised to be hela in
the Forresters' Hall, Green Island. Only two persons re
present apart from HANNAN, MARSTON, Harold SILVERSTONE and Leonard

Phillip Charles HILL The last two named are on record at this
office.

On 3.11.54 a meeting was advertised to be held in
the Corstorphine School, but this was abandoned, only David
Godfrey HROWN and HANAN attending.

On 4.11.54 a meeting was advertised for the
Oddfellows Hall, orbury Corner. This meeting We Sates
HANNAN, MARSTON,SILVERSTONE»Medge SILVERSTOYE,*samel IKIN“an
Martheoulne Panay McLAG; and one elderly ady, not taettriea
were presente

Mg. NCLACHLS is secretary of the Peace Union (not
Peace Council) and is previously referred to as Martha Louise
McLACELANTand also Isabella McLACHLAN. Her correct name is Martha
Louise Pansy McLACHLAN. The errors in giving her correct name
on previous occasions arose through incorrect informationhaving
been given me. It was learnton 4.11.54 that Mrs. MoLA
not a member of the Commeet Party.   



—SEERET ae
On 8.11.54 a meeting was held in the Macandrew Roed

Interme@ate School under the chairmanship of Edgar Wilson
HUNTER Others present were, Harold and Madge SILVERSTONE,
Margaret Helen HUNTER, John Leslie MARSTON, Samuel IKIN, Leonard
Phillip Charles HILL, and 12 others whocwere obviously not
Communist Party supporters.

The Party was to have held a final meeting on the
evening of the 11.11.54 at the Mornington Tram sheds but this
was cancelled, HANNAN remarking to me that it was “only pouring
more money down the drain by holding it™. The meeting of the
8.11.54 served as the final meeting.

The Communist Election campaign was, of course, built
round the slogan, "HOLLAND MUST GO". The attack on the
Government was mainly on foreign affairs, - support of the

Angus Pact and SEATO, non-recognition of the Central People's
Government of China, while on domestic matters the Party

attacked housing sand the cost of living.

Propaganda pamphlets sold during the campaign were,
"HOLLAND MUST GO" and "WAGES". There were no chalking campaigns.

Rank and file support of the meetings was conspicuous
by its absence, even on the occasion of the visit of the
General Secretary, Victor George WILCOX. This, I think, is an
indication of the general attitude towards the Commani st Party
in this city, where its membership is lower per head of popula—
tion than in the other main centres.

The financial aspect of the campaign was therefore
discouraging from the communist viewpoint. Far from obtaining
extra contributions to Party funds, the campaign would undoubt—
edly show a loss. Even at WILCOX's meeting it was noted that
at least three-fifth's of the audience failed to contribute
anything to the collection. Literature sales and collections
would not meet the commitments of hire of halls, advertising,
WILCOX's travelling expenses’ and loss of deposits.

The provisional count on the voting showed that out of
a total vote of 12,575 in the Mornington electorate, HANNAN
polled 117 votes or one in every 107 (see People's Voice news-
paper dated 17.11.54). This showed an increase of 4 votes on
the 1951 election.

The communist vote, of course, cannot be taken as a
measure of communist membership or supporte People vote
commnist for a variety of reasons. The purpose of the Party
is to use an election campaign for ideological proselytism;. as
a cover for their clandestine activity; and to teat public
reaction.

From the latter viewpoint it can be said that
communist influence in Dunedin remains unaltered. Notwithstanding
greater activity, voting retunrs in other electorates where

communist candidates stood, showed similar results to Dunedin,
if not some measure of retrogression.

;
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Obviously comminist ideology has no appeal to the
New Zealand electorate as voters who were dissatisfied with the
two main parties cast their vote with Social Credit on this
occasion.

 

The Political Committee of the N.eZ Communist Party is
very much alive to the many weaknesses that are evident in the
Party ranks. The election campaign will serve to show still
further that the members at District end Branch levels have
failed to get out of the narrow, sectarian circle which has
hampered the Party in the past, and they have failed tm use
their own term, "to take the Party to the

The Superintenden ‘© EEO. . po
DUNEDIN. ie
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE

 

SUBJECT: Communist Party election campaign meeting

 

The Superintendent of Police,
WELLINGTON,

For the information of

the Commissioner, wo

av Det Sergt.
No.3284

J 16.11.54

The Commissioner of Police,
WELLINGTON,

oftMacysof Police,
INGTON.

16.11.54
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“HARRAH 2ST

NEW_ZEALAND POLICE

Special Branch,
WELLINGTON

13 November 1954

REPORT of: Wilson, I.H. Acting Detective No. 4020,

RELATIVE TO: Communist Party election campaign meeting

 

I have to report that I attended a Communist
Party election campaign meeting at Wellington South School, Newtown,
on 10 November 1954 when Ronald Joseph SMITH, the Party candidate
for Island Bay, spoke to an audience of 15 persons on party policy.

I have not yet identified the chairman but he
was obviously nervous and new to such undertakings and from the
Party viewpoint, would no doubt benefit from the experience. The
majority present were either Communist Party members of sympathisers
and I was able to identify the following:

Thomas Sidney HEPIINSTALL
Dennis Augustus NMcCARLHY
David Wesley HOOKER

David COHEN
Homer Barclay OLIVER
Selwyn McDonald DEVEREUX
Ian Rex Mitchell(who left at 8.30p.m. )

and Colin Henry ROLLINSON

and 4. women, including:

Mary Ann HEPLINSTALL
and Dorothy Judith STANTON.

There was a collection of literature available
but no buyers, no film was shown, and no collection taken.

Smith spoke from 8p.m. until 9.15pm. on
external affairs(including a discourse on the construction of atomic
and hydrogen bombs when he said that Russia was first in the field
with each and whereas, the American "H" bomb was so amateurish it's
weight was 64 tons, the Russian bomb was more compact and was
constructed with the "H" portion incorporated in the "A" bomb
casing; used by Russia, of course, only for peaceful purposes such
as electric-power generation).

Only the last portion of Smith's address was
given to Party policy with the usual party line that the Labour
candidate was to be supported in electorates where no Communist
candidate was standing, and he promised to ally himself with
the Labour Party vote in Parliament so that his election would not
mean a reduction of one in Labour Party voting strength in the House.

Interjections were all of an affirmatory nature
and mostly from DEVEREUX who also asked two inane questions before
the meeting was closed at 9.50p.m. lhe chairman had to be prompted
by Smith(in an aside) to invite all present to the Town Hall to
hear WILCOX speak on the night of 11 November.

I observed D.J. Stanton handing out bundles
of papers and there was a short meeting of those present at the
school gate before moving off.I gained the impression that the
papers distributed were designed for letter-boxes and the meeting
was to allocate streets. Smith left on the pillton of Rollinson's
motor-cycle and the others departed along Mein Street in an
easterly direction.

The Officer in Charge, 3
Special Branch. WELLINGTON. AeDete 15/11/5U.
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NEW_ZEALAND poLtos— 2 ,

Special Branch,
Auckland,

15th November 195).

Yt54/733

REPORT or Senior Detective J. P. Marsh, No. 2960

RELATIVE TO Communist Party of New Zealand - pamphlet "The Saga
of Shifty Sida".

I forward herewith pamphlet referred to above received
from a regular source with the information that it was
roduced by Gordon William John DRYDEN, on record, and that Dick WOLF

{Richard Charles WOLF - on record) had possession of pamphlets for
distribution from room 36, St. Kevin's Arcade, Karangahape Road,
which is the address of the District Office of the Communist Party
of New Zealand at Auckland.

 

   
fheee

or Detective, 2960
th November 1954

The Officer in Charge, Se
SPECIAL BRANCH.

Tee Senior Superintendent,
AUCKLAND.

Will you please forward
to the Commissy .
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Peers VaR
NEW_ZEALAND POLICE

Subject: COMMUNIST PARTY STREET MEETING, 12.11.54.

The Superintendent of Police,
WELLINGTON ,

The Communist Party street
meeting held in Allen St,, Wellington
on the evening of Friday, 12.11.54
was broken up by good-natured inter jection  

(AsH,,,

The Commissioner of Police,
WELLINGTON,

Aeeee of Police,
WELLINGTON,
15.11.54
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RARE —.
NEW_ZEALAND

Special Branch,
WELLINGTON

13 November 195).

REPORT of: Wilson, 2.H. Acting Detective. No. 4020.

RELATIVE to: Communist Party street meeting

 

I have to report that on 12 November 1954,
I attended the Communist Party election campaign street meeting
in Allen Street.

Although the principals were on the scene at
7.30p.m., no attempt was made to open the meeting until 8p.n.,
probably due to the small number of persons then in that section
of the city. Maxwell Charles BOLLINGER was chairman and by §.15p.m.
there were at least 150 people assembled and at various times
the audience consisted of up to at least 200 persons. Due to
a constant flow of good-natured interjection, it was impossible
to hear what Bollinger said and at times, even his voice was
inaudible above the roar of the crowd.

There was comparative silence when Bollinger
introduced Sydney Edward SMITH as the next speaker, and after
Smith thanked the crowd for turning out in such large numbers and
expressed the hope that all would stay to hear what he had to say,
the nature of the interjections can well be imagined. Smith was
at his acrobatic best but no-one heard a word of his address.

Bollinger closed the meeting at 8.50p.m. and
this was opportunity for a further burst of interjections as to why
the meeting was not carried on until 9p.m.

Apart from constant uproar, cheers for Messrs
Holland and Nash and the security police, and boos for the
Communists, there were no incidents calling for police action.
A sergeant and two constables from Taranaki Street police were in
the immediate vicinity. By way of diversion, one interjector
enacted the part of an auctioneer accepting bids for tomatoes,
red ones.

Other than the persons named, the only other
Communists present were William (Jock) HUNTER, who was probably due
to have addressed the crowd but decided against such a course, and
Jaspes Martin WINDSOR, who was offering the "People's Voice" and
"Wages" pamphlet for sale.

The Officer in Charge, ‘
Special Branch. tale tom

WELLINGYON. A.Det. 13/11/5h.
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE

  
The Superinter-dent of Palice,

Christchurch:

For the Commissioner of
Police, please.

be hates
Senior Detective

15) js [AWB

 

The Commissioner of Pelice,
WELLINGTON

Forwarded, please
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* Special, Branch,
‘Christohurch,! 2
, 15bbNoveder19 A

  

REPORT of, Detective Sergeant Sern

RELATIVE to, COMMUNIST PaR?TY CHRISTONIRCH; Harold Aueeanaes O8T /
holds Street. Blection Meeting at the cornerof.Bedford -
Row and Manchester Street at 7.15pm on W711 19) ‘

'Vide attached'

eBMincedee peeeathat I attended the aboveBoe

 

   meeting whic
on 14 /44/495h.

  re irman of ‘this meeting was dohn Gibson LOCKE, w4
eh had little to s ther than to comment on the importance t ofthe

Blection;.ea meeting shes # As

a aoe

The vehicle used by the Communist Party as a geceuse’ 8.
platform and to transport the loud speaker equipment was a large—
motor truck registered No.H.9570. This truck is registered by
Roberts Bros. Market Gardeners, of 47 McNaddens Road. The owners”
of the truck thus appear to be Thomas Henry ROBERTS, Junior, and
William Oweh ROBERTS,.both of that address, 1 waited about for
some considerable time at the comclusion of the meeting but Ostler
speaking to different persons, the departure of the truck was oN
aelayed and when it finally departed I was not close enough to ve
eple to sée who.was- driving it.

A man whose identity is. not known to me took up a colle
ion for the Communist Party Blection fund. He appeared to be SHOW)
30-34. years of age, about 5'7" in height, of medium buila,; fresh
complexion, dark almost black hair, | He: was still about whenie
truck was driven away and I am inclined to think that he was the~
driver of the truck. but of that I capnot be certain. This man is.
possibly either William Owen or Then, Henry ROBERTS (Jnr)! ; “

Als0. present, at the meeting was Francis Edward KoMULTY, te
and William Cox MURRAY. hg
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of subversive History Sheets.
All. persons mentioned above in this report are subjects +

¢ The address by OSTLER on this occasion was’ a repetitionme
t of matter previously dealt with by him at previous election i3 ay
a meetings during this Blection Campaign. bic

+ OSTLER had an audience of about 100 people many of whom — <a

  
would: stop cor a short. while and then oess on.

it

The Officer, in Charge,
Special Branch,

,  GHRISTOHURCHS

    

Detective |



p23
[Police Form 108

   
NEW ZEALAND

NEW ZEALAND POLICE
 

Subject: COMMUNIST PARTY, CHRISTCHURCH: General Election Street-Meeting,

1/11/54; Harold Alexander Ostler, Candidate, ChCh Central.
100,000/8/53—13851

 

-Christchureh "Press", 11/11/5u-

 

Detective-Sergeant Grant:

Please attend the meeting advert-
ised for this evening, and render
report.

i& haleren)”

Senr. Det. No. 2814

14/41/54
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Ne Special branch,
; WELLINGTON

: 13th November 1954.

Report of Acting Detective D.A.DAVEY, No.4411.

relative to: Communist Party - street meeting at Wellington,
on the 12th November 1954,

 

I reepectfully report that from 7.30pm
until 8.20pm on the 12th November 1954, I attended a. Communist
Party meeting held at the corner of Emmett and. Riddiford Streets, —
Newtown, Wellington. l

e
e
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e

The meeting was abandoned at 8, 20pm,
when it became apoarent that nobody was interested in the policy 4
of the Communist Party. Up till that time it had been a dismal i
failure, with the speaker talking to a virtually non-existent
audience,

r
e
e

a
.

Communist Party supoorters were
conspicious by thelr absence, and Albert James BIRCHFIEZLD, (Chair-
man), and Ronald Joseph SMITH were the only persons present
known to me,

When speeking, Ronald Joseph SMITH
frankly admitted that he hed little hope of capturing e seat in
Parliament, but told electors that they would be quite safe in

voting for him as +e 'National"had no show of beating Mr. AH,
Nordreyer in the Island Bay electorate, He advised those people
who felt that they could not vote for a Communist candidate to :
vote solidly for the return of a Labour Government, He concluded 1
his remarks by thanking ell persons who hed in any way assisted
with the campaisn, but did not mention any neme

Y The Officer in Charge, Pp, , :
; Special Branch, Acting Deteayhve, t

WELLINGION
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The Superintendent Police,
WELLINGTON,

Wallon’
DetSergt.
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vay, 15.11.54 4

The Commissioner of Police,

WELLINGTON,

Awarys, Police, ;
LLINGTON. Y :

15.11.54
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COMMUNIST PARTYSTRELT MEETING, FEIONE,
5th November, 195).
 

The Superintendent of Police,
WELLINGTON.

For the Commissioner's information and
records, please,

AOkie
Nov. 10, 1954

The Commissioner of Police,

Ldaceralsof Police,
WELLINGN

Nov. 10, 1954
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ZEALAND POLICE

Special Branch,
AUCKLAND.

November 9, 195.

REPORT OF: Detective ReC. Cooper No. 423.

RELATIVETO: Communist Party General Election Campaign 1954.
Open air meetings scheduled for Monday 811-54.

 

I have to report that two open air meetings of the
above party were scheduled to be held during the evening of
Monday 8.11.54.

The first meeting was to have been at the intersecbion
of Karangahape Road and Gundry Street, Newton, and the second
meeting at the intersection of Sussex Street and Crummer Road,
Ponsonby.

I patrolled this area from 7-30p.m until 8.10p.m but
during that time no meetings were held. I broke off the patrol
at this time in order to attend the meeting at the Town Hall at
which the Prime Minister was the principal speaker.

Se(Aoopl-
Detective 423

9-11.5h.

The Officer in Charge,
SPECIAL BRANCH.

 



Forthe Sommissioner's information
and records, please.

ASAlero or
Det., Sgt

Nove 9, 1954

: poe of Police,

supeLaacanasof Police,
WELLINGTON

Nov. 10, 1954
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SPORT -OF Acting Detective R.A. Austin. No. 4205.

Special Branch ees ra
9th November, 1954 eq

 

relative to Communist Party--Street meeting, Garrett Street,
5th ‘November, 1954. aa

TI respectfully report that I attended a Communist Party ¢
Street Meeting held in Garrett Street, Wellington, between i
7-39 pm and 9 pm on the Sth November, 1954. i

The chairman for the evening was John Andrew MANSON,who
introduced George GODDARD aa the first speaker. Goddard spoke j
are the rising cost of living, and the worker's decreasing share—
f the national income, supporting his argument with a mass of
eines which clouded rather than clarified the issue; and then
spoke at length on the reputed remarks of the Prime Minister
the Right Nonorable 5.¢. Holland "Where America goes, we go-
right or wrong" and "If there is any thing else you want us to
do, say so and we will do it", both allegedly made by the Prime es
Minister during his recent visit to the United States of America. +
Both the subseauent speakers also alloceted speaking time to
these remarks. Goddard stated that a vote for the National
Government wac a vote for the “American war mongera", but a vote
for the "Labour frock-ccated politicians" would not be much
cetter unless the workers backed their unions and supported
"progressive organisations' to force the Labour Government to

complete its former policy of the socialisation of the means f
of production, distribution and exchange.

 

‘
‘es

a

Coddard introduced Manson es the second speaker andhe ‘
spoke primarily on the morals inouiry, sandwiching in the middle
of his speech a reverence to the presence of a "security cop"
pointing me out to the spectators but this drew no reaction.

 
Sydney Edward SMITH was the final speaker of the evening,

out his talk consisted mainly of a reiteration of what Goddard nie
and Manson had said. Throughout the evening there was one man

who made persistent interjections wany of them humorous and

well timed, much to the amusement of the spectators. Apart
from shouts of ‘shut up' and 'go home' frem the party supporters
no effort to silence him was made, perhaps because he was
standing in the immediate vicinity of the two uenbers of the
uniform branch on duty at the meeting. Very shortly after
this man left at about 9-45 pm (during Smith's address)
approximately 6°% of the spectators drifted away.

2
S
N
E
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The meeting was orderly end one of the best attended
I nave experienced for some’ time, there being a fluctuating
attendance of from 20: to 60 spectators.

I identified the following supporters at this meetine:- Sa
William Maurice CORCORAN, who took a collection but raised no “oie
more than 3/6d.— era
John Augustus. ‘GRANT-MACKIE, who distributed publicity parphlete; iy
Edward John: HARVEY “who. took no active part in the mesting;  —

Ci An Henry ROLLINSON who arrivedat about 8-45 pm; and,
elu;yn Me nad D VERE men arrived justgpmee ing  



  
  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

  

 

  

      

  

    

   

  

  

  

   

  

 

  
  

 

  

   

    

Report of Acting Detective D,A,DAVEY, No.441l.

relative to: Communist Party - street meeting held at Wellingto
on the 5th November 1954.

 

= I respectfully report that from 7.30pm
. until 8.45pm on the 5th November 1954, I attended a Communist

4. Party mecting held at. the corner of Emmett and Riddiford Streets,

i Newtown, Wellington, es

2
i

+ S

sg J The meeting was poorly attended, the

a audience numbering no more than six persons at any stage of the

= evening,

Oo
:

Chairman of the meeting was Ian. Rex.

MITCHELL, and speakers were David Wesley HOCKER, Albert James

BIRCHFIELD and Ronald Joseph SMITH. Colin Henry ROLLINSON ar

shortly after 8pm with 4 flashlight camera and attachments.
a short discussion with Charles Whittington JONES who washan

out invitations for 2 forthcoming meeting, he crossed the st

and took up @ position near(George MDIWANI)(A.L. 46652) who we
the only person on that side. D hat MDIWANT who w

  standing in the darkness had been mistakey/ for a member of
Security Branch, for when ROLLINSON edged
take @photograph MDIWANI became alarmed

greathaste, Deleted Pree sdB

David Wesley HOOKER denounced ‘the Sout

East Asia Treaty Organisation, and claimed that Nationalist —

China should be admitted to the United Nations without delay.

Albert James BIRCHFIELD said thatthe —

working-class were worse off under the "Holland Government" th

they had ever been in the history of this country. He warned

present that if the National Farty were returned to power, the

"People's Voice" would be 'smashed' or declared illegal. 1

 

oO Ronald Joseph SMITH dealt mainly w
= domestic policy, and covered most of the points in the Comm

2 iy? nay Party election manifesto, He claimed that the recent Conventio

Oy on International Relations held at Aucklend, had proved an ou’

= standing success,
:

Althouch the meeting was quiet and_

v orderly Albert James SIRCHFIELD and Charles Whittington JONES

we: approached two persistent interjectors who were present for a

j time when Ronald Joseph SMITH was speaking, I @m not aware wi

ot was said between the two perties, but noted that the inter]

anpeared somewhat disgusted end immediately took their leav

The Officer in Charge, x
Special Branch,
WELLINGTON

nt of Police,
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Special Branch,
AUCKLAND.
6th. November 1954.

Report of; Acting Detective Me. Joblin. No. 4070.

Relative to; Communist Party Election Campaign 1954 Public
meeting held in Lewis Eady Hall, Queen Street, Aucklend
on Thursday, the 4th. November {95lt6

 

I respectfully report having attended a
eeoet meeting held the Communist in Lewis Eady Hall, Queen
treet, Auckland, on sday, the 4/11

The chairman for this meeting was Gordon
Harold Andersen, There were three speakers, Victor George Wilcox
Communist Party candidate for Auckland Central e»eHugh John MoLeod,
Communist Party candidate for Ponsonby... and Lillian Rita Smith,
Communist Party candidate for Grey Lynn.

The above mentioned four are on record at
this office.

There were between 60 and 70 people present
at this meeting, and amongst these I recognized the following;

Eugene Desmond Patrick McCarthy.
John Onslow Hoffman.
Elizabeth
Gordon Willian John Dryden.
August Frederick Smith.
Lenard Thomas Smith.
Cressida Laurel Smith.
Alexander Drennan.

poeta terseGene
Aubrey Bruce Skiltone
Donald McEwen.

All the above mentioned persons are on
record at this office.

The meeting was orderly.

The Officer-in-Charge

Special Branch.

 



2 tek

Special Branch,
Auckland,
6th, , November, 1954,

REPORT OF; Detective A.W. KAY. No, 4259.

RELATIVE TO: Communist Party Election Candidates - identity of

nominators.

 

I respectfully report that I have made further enquiries

in connection with the matter referred to above and have interviewed

the Returning Officers for Ponsonby, Auckland Central and Grey Lynn, I

have checked the nomination papers for the Communist Party candidates

and found that the names given on these papers were as follows;

i.
Candidate: Victor George wiicox”(on record). Auckland Central.
NOMINATORS; = a
Esther HUSBAND no doubt identical with Esther RO'Se HUSBAND, who is

oF on record,

David Thomas HUSBAND, who is on record
John James MITCHELLPF who is on record.

>fGeorge Edward SIDDINS, and
»¢Madge SIDDINS, both of 25 Phillipp Street, Auckland.

There is no previous record at this Office of either

Mr, or Mrs, SIDDINS, but it would appear likely that George Edward

SIDDINS is identical with a man of the same name who is referred to in

Police Gazette 1938 page 126 and Photo 1931 page.

¢ idate: Hugh John vetkon (on record)”Ponsonby.

NOMEN S gir
cop |E—B. AYO, no doubt identical with Eleanor Matilda AYO, who is on

! ie = record,
Richard Charles WOLF,* on record. ee
E. NUNES, geno doubt identical with Eveline NUNES~VAZ,who is on record

V. PURDUE. no doubt identical with Valma Margarette PURDUE, who is
=on record.

P.J. McDEVITT, no doubt identical with Peter James Be2eV, T, who is on
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3 record.
PE

Cc : Lillian Rita SMITH (on record) Grey Lynn.
ATORS ;

) ie 2
y Donald McEWEN, who is on record. Re
vi. J. EWEN, from the signature no doubt identical with Joyce Maimie

wea ae EWEN who is on record. ~~
a

One other nominator's signature was not decipherable
but the address was 13 Bannerman Road, and there was a.printed notation

of Houswife after the name. There is living at this address a Cicely
CH and her husband George Sturtevant FRENCH/Xneither of whom have

2 e under the notice of this Office previously.

a

Pu
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l

er el
MS

xP The Officer-in-Charge, lela. Mog :
Special Branch, Detective, 4259,
AUCKLAND. 6.11.54.

The Senior Superintendent,
AUCKLAND, The Cemmissione Police,

WELLINGTON. |

| Powe Cp
Senior Superintendent ‘of Police,
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    Special Branch,

November 3. 195k.

REPORT OF: Detective R.C. Cooper No. 4423

RELATIVE TO: Communist Party General Election meeting held
during the evening of Tuesday 2611.5.

 

I have to report that during the evening of Tuesday
2.11.54 I attended an open air meeting which was held at the
intersection of Napier Street and Hepburn Street, City.

The chairman of this meet was John James MITCHELL
and the speaker was Victor George ‘OX.

The vehicle on which the loudspeaker was mounted was
Noe Leh 255 which is owned by Ramond John DOWLE, who was present
at the meeting.

These three persons have been the subject of previous
correspondences

The audience at this meeting did not exceed ten persons.
A private motor car Nos 372 781 was parked alongside the footpath
where WILCOX was speaking. A man and a woman were in the car and
appeared to be very interested in what was being said. This car
is registered in the name of the Royal Insurance Company, Queen
Street, Citys This car is driven by George Leslie SANDFORD,
chief in-spector of the above firme He has not previously come
under notice at this office.

Two other meetings were scheduled to be held during the
evening, one at the intersetion of Dryden Street and Baildon
Road, Grey Lynn and the other at the intersection of Great North
Road and Ivenhoe Street, Western Springse

Between 7.30pem and 8.30pem I visited each of these
places four times, no meetings were held. At the intersection
of Dryden Street and Baildon Street a large notice tied to a
telegraph pole announced that Hugh McLEOD would speak there during
the evening. When I visited this spot at 820p.m the notice had been
removed. I patrolled streets in the vicinity but was not able
to locate any other open air meetings.

hbbah
Detective 423
3211.5.

The Officer in Charge,

SPEQIALBRANOH.
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Detective AsW. KAY, No. 4259

Coumunk t Party Gereral Election meeting held on the
evening of 1.17+5h,

 

I respectfully report that I visited two Communist Party
Genoral Skection meetings held during the evening of 1.1445.

The fipst meeting was held at the corner of Monowai
Street ani Cook Street at which the speaker was Victor George WILCOX,
on record and the chairman was Gordon William John URYDEN, also on

This meet was condwted with the aid of loudspeaker
equipment mounted on a smali ven 1.576443 which is registered in the
name of Adelaide WILCOX who is on racord. There were no members
of the public present.

The seconi meeting was held at the corner of John
Street and Richmond Roads

At this meeting Sidney Wilfred SCOTT, was 5 ing when
I arrived and it would ar that he was the chairman of this meeting
as he stated that Hugh J MeLEOD would be the
Saeeee® Site Se Shts meenrng Vers Perce ohne
Sii these people are on record,

This meeting was conducted with the aid of loudspeaker
eq mounted the top of car number 233. which is registered
in nane of Rudolt SUNDB who is on records SUNDE was not
present at the meet: ere were no members of the public present.

A third meeting was advertised as being held at the
corner of Raymond Street and Pt. Chevalier Road but there was no one
present at 5.10 p.m. when I visited this area,

the thtfhes
Detective, 2
2nd Novewber
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The Offi
Special

ZG, q
NEW_ZEALAND POLICE

Special Branch, ij
WELLINGTON.

2nd November, 1954.

REPORT OF: A.E.V. Lane, Det. Sgt No. 3992.

RELATIVE TO: COMMUNIST PARTY ELECTION CANDIDATES -
IDENTITY OF NOMINATORS

 

I respectfully report that I discussed the request
of the Auckland Special Branch concerning nomination papers of
the Auckland Communist Party election candidates with Mr L. Irwin,
Deputy Chief Electoral Ufficer, Wellington. He stated that there
is nothing particularly secret about the nomination papers of
election candidates and that they are quite often examined by
persons (including newspaper reporters) other than those officially
concerned with them.

Mr Irwin stated that he was quite sure the Auckland
Police would be extended every facility for examining the
Communist candidates’ nomination papers if an approachwas made
to each of the Returning Officers concerned. This procedure has
the official sanction of the department. The said papers must
remain with the Returning Officers concerned until after the
election when they are forwarded with the ballot papers to the

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Bios
cer in Charge, Detective Sergeant.
Branch,

WELLINGTON.

The Superintendent of Police, Kel. Kec
WELLINGTON

Would you

Branch at
please transmit for the Special 2 MOOS iy
AUCKLAND, Ww . iF

so

be /AY/PA AML Wor
The Officer-in-Charge,

Det., Sgt Special Branch,
Nov. 2, 1954 P

jt ey Please see my report attached.
The Senior-Superintendent of Police, BA
AUCKLAND Ctl ty es

Detective, 42597
6.11.54,

syfher' endent of Police,
VELLINGTON

Nov. 2, 1954
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\- a AUCKLAND.Branch,

November 1, 195he

Detective Roe Cooper No. 423.

Communist Party General Election Campaign 195.
Open air meetings held on 28.10.5h.

 

I have to report that during the evening of Thursday
28.10.54 I attended two open air meetings which were sponsored by
the Communist Party in connection with the above mentioned
campaign.

The first meeting was held at the intersection of
Eingetey. Street and Edgar Road, Ponsonby. This meeting commenced
t 7-l45p-me The meeting was conducted from inside a private motor

eae No. 3h 793 which is owned by Colin Douglas MARSH. The only
soeaker wes Hugh John McLEOD who sat in the front seat of the car
and introduced himself over the loudspeaker system. McLEOD said
that it had been intended to hold a full scale meeting that evening
but it had now been decided to drive round the streets and speak
for a short time on each corner.

The loudspeaker system was appanntly connected up to the
car radio, aw for a few minutes before the meeting commenced part
of a radio programme was relayed over the amplifier. With this
arrangment it was quite easy for the car to be driven anywhere
without upsetting the loud speaker system. The car was driven
by Colin Douglas MARSH. Whether or not McLEOD did speakfrom any
other points I was not able toverify.

The second meeting was held at the intersection of
Woodward Street and Willcott Street, Mt. Albert. The speaker at
this meeting was Lillian Rita SMITH, the only other person I
recognised was Kathleen TheresaJERMYN who I beliéve chaired the
meeting as she was standing by the side of SMITH. The car used to
convey the amplifier was No. 255 180 which is owned by Jack RENNIE.
From a description I beleive it was RENNIE who was driwing the car.
There was an audienceof sbout thirty persons, of whom at least
one third were school children.

A third meeting was scheduled to be held at the intersectio
of Wellington Street and Franklin Road, Ponsonby. I visiteé this
area three times between 7.30pem and 8.30pem but no meeting was held.

All the persons mentioned in this report have been the
subject of previous« respondences

Debective
1.11.5).

 



NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

cao aNAb 216
> é Special Branch,

AUCKLAND.

ist. November 195k.

Report of; Acting Detective M. Joblin.e Noe 40700

Relative to; Communist Party Blection Meetins 1954-----Street
meetings held on Friday, the 29th. October 195, in
Howe Street, Newton....Corner of Qurangi Street, and
Great North Road, Grey Lynn.....Corner of Richmond Road,
and Ponsonby Road, Ponsonbye

 

I respectfully report that accompanied by
Constable Blaiklock of this office, I patrolled the above mentioned
Election meetings of the Communist Partye

The first meeting was held in Howe Street,
Newton, where the cheirman was Lenard Thomas Smith, who is on recorde
Smith, after speaking for a few minutes then said, " I'll now hand
over toa fellow party member, Frank." " Frank"then commenced to
talk on the Communist Perty, and I identified him as being Frank
Knipe, who is also on record at this offite.

Also present at this meeting were Elizabeth
Arya, Raymond Bernard Gough, Gordon Harold Andersen, #11 of whom are
on record. 4

Another meeting was held at the corner of
Turangi Street, and Great North Road, Grey Lynn. The chairman at
this meeting was Herman Nunes-vas, and the speaker, Aubrey Bruce
Skilton, both of whom are on record. Motor car number 363-655,
registered in the name of Herman Nunes-vas, was used to convey the
speaker and chairman to the scene of the meetings

A third meeting was to have been held at
Three Lamps, Ponsonby, but_a patrol of this area, revealed no
Communist party meeting being held. However after visiting the
meeting at Grey Lynn, I patrolled Ponsonby Road, and located Hugh
John MeLeod speaking from isside a motor car licensed number 34-793,
whichis registered in the name of Colin Douglas Marsh, both of whom
are on records This cer wes parked at the corner of Ponsonby Road,

and Richmond Road. ‘
Loud speakers were attached to the boot and

front bumper of the care It would appear that McLeod is using this
means of covering various streete in quick succession. Marsh and
McLeod were the only persons in the care

The Officer-in-Charge _ dM. n
Special Branches Act¥ypg Detective

‘ Rr 4-4425h6
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Extract from DOMINION "_
  

Kon LLINGTONlished at —., on [date]_

SUBJECT: Constance Alice BIRCHFIELD, C.P.

 
ITEM 509)

S54/1 83.
_.”” Newspaper.

i a /)

28th.October 195, <C/C

-Candidate addresses Electionmeeting of Detonn

{300 pade/s/s3—16823
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Special Branch,
AUCKLAND.

October 28, 195).

Detective R.C. Cooper No. 4423

Communist Party open air meeting scheduled tobe
held in Victoria Street, City on Sunday October
2h, 195k.

 

I have to report that during the afternoon of Sunday
24.10 5) I was present in Victoria Street, City from 2.15p.m
until 3.10p.m awaiting the commencment of an open air Communist
Party meeting.

During the whole of this period I saw no signs of any
person who appeared to be waiting for the meeting to start.

At 3.10 p.m I left the area as I had come to the conclusion
that no meeting would be held/

4 ff24bef
3Detective hy

28.10.5h.

The Officer in Charge,
SPECIAL BRANCH.

 



NEW_ZEALAND POLICE.

Special Branch,

AUCKLAND.
27th. October 1954.

Report of; Acting Detective M. Joblin.» No. 4070.

Relative to; Communist Party Election Meetings 195le

 

I respectfully report thet Communist Party

Election meetings were to have been hekd@ on the night of Tuesday, the
26th. October, 1954, at the following pleces; France Street, and
Dacre Street, City... Warnock Street, and Cumberland Street, Grey Lynn,
Thomas Avenue, and Seaview Avenue, Avondele.

A patrol of these points, and the surrounding
streets, from 7/30pm to 8/l5pm, failed to trace ey of the above
mentioned meetings taking place.

The Officer-in-Charge
Special Branches
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Serer

NEW ZEALAND POLICE

SUBJECT: Communist Party election candidates : identity of
 

nominators
 

 

sShe Senior Superintendent
CAUCKLAND *

QAWould you please forward to Wellington
‘or enquiries from Chief Electoral

fficer.If he is agreeable to this branch
ypaving access to the information sought

@ ask that his attention be directed to
Othe desirability of the papers being
availabdle at the fewest possible laces,,
Yrather than the returning officers in

   

  
 

 

 

 

(pach electorate being aware of the matter,

Oo
oO
Q OUTS

Sub--nspector
2 25.10.54

KS °
=a

Bre Superintendent
+HELLINGTON
Stae

s o "Le correo
c ieee

Senior Superintendent ‘
‘an ,October 195)

ae.
pb A 24/054 .A
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Special Branch,
Auckland.
23rd,,October, 1954.

REPORT OF: Detective A.W. KAY, No, 4259,

RELATIVE TO: Nominators of Communist Party Candidates for the

electorates of Ponsonby, Auckland Central and
Grey Lynn,

 

I respectfully report that I have received inform-

ation from a reliable confidential source, that the following named

persons signed nomination papers for Victor George WILCOX, on record,

who is the Communist Party candidate for the electorate of Auckland

Central, in the forthcoming General Election;

Mr. and Mrs, HUSBAND, of 4 Gratten Street; No doubt identical with
David Thomas and Esther
Rose HUSBAND, of the
address given, both of
whom are on record,

J.d. MITCHELL, of 29 Phillipp Street: No doubt identical with
John James MITCHELL, of
the address given, who
is on record,

Mr. and Mrs, SIDDINS, of 25 Phillipp Street: There is no previous
record at this Office,
of any one named SIDDING
Living at the address
pee are the following;
eorge Arthur SIDD

2 cards de oie John Eawara SIDDINS,
42 P.G.51/143, Ph,54/37.

rs.Madge SIDDINS
A nomination paper signed by a Don McEWEN of

26 Montrose Street, Grey Lynn, nominating Lillian Rita SMITH, on record
as the Communist Party candidate for the electorate for Grey Lynn, was
also sighted, Don McEWEN is no doubt identical with Donald McEWEN
of the address given, who is on record,

Candidates must be nominated by at least two
electors from the candidates electorate, but in some cases as many
as nine persons have signed nomination papers,

It has been suggested that if permission could be
obtained from the Chief Electoral Officer in Wellington, the Returning
Officers of each of the three electorates in which Communist Part
candidates are standing in Auckland, could be approached with a view
to a check of the candidate's nomination papers being made by some
one from this Office.

The Returning Officers for Ponsonby, Auckland
Central and Grey Lynn, are as follows;
Mr,CLARKE, Vocational Guidance Officer, Auckland,
Mr.W.A. DOWD, Land and Deeds Office, Auckland, and,
Mr, COLBIE, State Advances Corporation, Auckland.

4

The Officer-in-Change, Ah. W Ka,
opectee Branch, Detective, 425:

AUCKLAND, 23,10, 54,popes
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Special Branch,
Auckland,
22nd,,O0ctober, 1954,

REPORT OF: Detective A.W. KAY. No, 4259,

RELATIVE TO: Communist Party General Election meetings to have
been held on the evening of the 21.10.54,

 

I respectfully report that the Communist Party
General Election meetings to have been held on the evening of the
21.10,54, were not held,

Between 7.30 pm and 8.30 pm I visited the three
points advertised as meeting places, twice, but could find no trace
of the meetings, The inclement weather was no doubt the reason
forthese meetings being cancelled.

* > x Az ”

The Officer-in-Charge, => Clan a Hay
Special Branch, ; Detective 42590
AU i 5,54.22.1
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Special Branch,

AUCKLAND.
2ist.e Octoher 1954.

Report of; Acting Detective M. Joblin. No. 4070.

Relative to; Communist Party General Election Campaign 1954 -- Street
meeting helf at the corner of Daventry Street, and Saxon
Street, Avondale, Auckland, on Wednesday, the 20/10/5h.

I respectfully report having attended the
above mentioned meeting of the Communist Party, held at the corner
of Daventry Street, and Saxon Street, Avondale, on 20/10/5h.

The speaker at this meeting was Lillian Rita
Smith, and theschairman Herman Nunes-vas, ( also known as Harry Nunes )
both of whom are on record.

The meeting was conducted with the aid of a
loud speaker attached to the roof of motor car licensed number 365-655,
registered in the name of Herman Nunes-vas.

There were five people present at the meeting,
three of whom Soave to come from houses in the vicinity, and two
who were sitting in a motor car licensed number 321-243, and who
appeared to be known to Nunes.

The PagoTEned owner of motor car 321-243, is
bane Yevoniea corppqNes, 27Seacombe Road, Point Chevalier. We have
no record of Goldfinch in this office.

A meeting was also to have been held outside
the Freeman's Bay Hotel, but a patrol of this area, and enquiries
from the Freeman's Bay Police who also visited the area, shows that
no meeting was held.

The Officer-in-Charge Wes 3 in Detectives
Special Branch. 2ecR)a /10/5U6
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Extract from “_ ics), EVENINGS ROSTS:jtNewspaper

VE 1 v 20th October, 195h. =
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__

20th “9 Dk

SUBJECT: UNITY CENTREBAZAAR bits

=

Se

|

|
|

|

|

|

|

|

| |
|

| |

|
|

| ||

|

| |
}

| |
(TEM 509}

: goo pads/s/s3—16823



Extract from “___

Pu’ shed at_ ‘ELLINGTON

SUBJECT:___ COMMUNIST PARTY -

er
th

e
N
Z
S
I
S

De
cl
as
si

fi
ca

ti
on

Po
li

cy

   

Pu
bl
ic
ly

re
le
as  

 
‘TEM 509)

 

495. GENERAL ELECTIONS
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f . 1 ¥ NEW ZEALAND! -POLICS
an
ae . Speciel Branch,
t Christchurch,— pre

20th October 1954. -

REPORT of, Detective Sergeant A.R.Grant. No, 32117.

Relative to, Rt. Hon, S.G-HAllend, the Prime Minister, addresses ;
a general el ton meeting held in the Theatre Royal , —
Christchurch at 8pm on. Monday 18/10/1954.

'Vide-attached'

I respectfully report that I attended the above mentioned
meeting which commenced at 8pm and concluded atabout 10pm on18/10/195k,

;
Abouteight hundered persons were present at the meeting i

which was well conducted. There was some héeckling but no organised
attempt to disrupt the meeting, [

I did not notice any persons who are known'to me as being —
on adverse record at this office, present at the meeting. d

Generally the meeting was a quiet oné and there was no
need, for any Police action.

The Officer in Charge,

Special Branch,
CHRISTCHURCH,

fitllea
Detective Sergeant No. 3247,

The Superintendent of Police, ;
Christchurch:

For the Commissioner of
Police, please.
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ior Detective

OX AL/eNMBa

©
2

’

oO ff The Commissioner of Police,

payee WELLINGTON
>, 49.0
“oh Wo

2 q Forwarded, please
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NEW ZEALAND, POLICE

Christchurch "PRESS" 15/10/1954.

 

Detective-Sergeant Grant:

Please attend this meeting, and render report.

Although there is no information to hand that ~
the Communist Party and/or "front" organisations are
organising any disruption of or heckling at the meeting,
such methods may come within the orbit of the "Holland
Must Go" campaign of the Party referred to.

f- t ihncieeaecn

Senr. Det. No. 2814

18/10/5h.

 



NEW ZEALAND POLICE o\ale (Py

Special Branch,

AUCKLAND.
October 20th 195k.

REPORT OF: D. A. Thresh, Constable 4679.

RELATIVE TO: Communist Party General Election meeting held during
the evening of Tuesday 19th October 195.

 

I respectfully report that I attended two Communist
Election Campaign meetings held in Auckland on the 19-10-54.

The first meeting was held at the corner of Richmond
Road and Ponsonby Road. The speakers were Victor George WILCOX and
Hugh John MeLEOD their chairman was Alexander DRENNAN.

This meeting commenced at 7,30pm and was attended
by about 16 people, among whom I recognised Lenard Thomas SMITH.

During the meeting SMITH handed out free copies of
the "Peoples Voice" to various listeners. There was no literature sold
nor a collection taken up.

Car number 236,086 was used as a stand for the
loud speakers and is registered in the name of Henry JOHNSON of 695
Warnock Road, Westmeree

The second meeting was held at Rossgrove Triangle

Mt. Albert, the speaker being Lillian Rita SMITH and the chairman

Donald McZWEY. There were about ten people present among whom I
recognised August Frederick SMITH.

Car, numbered 223,765, belonging to August Frederick
SMITH wes used as a stand for the loud speakers. Also in the t(ae

nity was a car, numbered 200,922 registered in the neme of(anet)
di oesveoyed-( COCHRANE) of 26 Willcott Street, Mt. Albert. This car was @rivén away
yaby @ man with his woman companion after having attended the above

meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.30pm and there was no
literature sold nor 4 collection taken up.

With the exception of Janet COCHRANE and—Heapy
JSOHHBOR all the above mentioned are on record at this office.

= GHtihs 4.679.

The Officer in Charge,
SPECIAL BRANCH.Pu
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a? Special ae
AUCKLAND.

October 15th 1954.

REPORT OF: D. A. Thresh, Constable 1.679%

RELATIVE TO: Communist Party General Election meeting held during
the evening of Thursday 14th October 195k.

 

I have to report that during the evening of Thursday
144th October 1954, I attended three Communist Election meetings held
in Auckland.

The first meeting was held at the corner of Dickens
Street and Richmond Road, Grey Lynn, and commenced at 7,30pm. The
speaker was Hugh John McLEOD and his chairman was Phillip SUNDE. I
was unable to obtain the number of the car used to transport the,
loud-speakerse

There was no attendance of the public at this peoeeLe
although it was listened to from nearby windows and balconies.

The second meeting was held at the corner of England
and Spring Streets, Freemans Bay. The speaker was Victor George
WILCOX and his chairman Herbert Leonard SPILLER. Oar number 157,433
registered in the name of Adelaide WILCOX, Ranui, Henderson, was used
as a stand for the loud-speakers.

The meeting was attended by about six people, but
owing to poor street lighting I was not able to recognise any one.

The third and final meeting for the evening was
conducted at Fontenoy and Rawalpindi Streets. The speaker, in this
case being, Lillian Rita SMITH and the chairman August Frederick SMITH.

Car number 223,765 was used as a stand for the loud
speakers and is registered in the name of August Frederick SMITH. A
car number 223,554 was parked near SMITH'S car, and is registered in
the name of Victor Cecil DEVERICK. At the conclusion of the meeting
this car was driven away by a man with a woman companion, whom I
believe are identical with Victor Cecil DEVERICK and his wife Alma
Victoria DEVERICK nee BENDER.

The three members of the public listening to this
meeting were unknown to me. The meeting terminated at 8,30pm.

There was no collection taken nor literature sold at
any of these meetings.

All the above mentioned names are on record at this cif
office. Cg

eeeLee
The Officer in Charge,
SPECIAL BRANCH.
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Special Branch,
AUCKLAND.

October 14, 195.

REPORT OF: Detective R.C. Cooper Now 423.

RELATIVE TO: Communist Party Election Campaign 195i - street
meeting scheduled to be held on Monday October

11, 195k.
 

I have to report that an open air election meeting of

the above party was scheduled to be held at the intersection of
Westmere Cresent and Leamington Street, Grey Lynn, during the
evening off 11.10.5h.

The weather on this evening was very inclement and
although I remained in the district from 7.30p.m until 6.30p.m

I was not able to locate a street meeting.

Beseeuiys 4hes
14.10. 5h.

The Officer in Charge,
SPECIAL BRANCH.
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Specisl Branch,

AUCKLAND.
12the October 195k.

Report of; Acting Detective M. Jobline Noe 4070.

Relative to; Communist Party General Election Csmpaign 1954- Street
meeting held at corner of Garnett Roed, and Leamington
Road, Grey Lynn, Auckland, on Monday, 11ithe October 195.

I respectfully report having attended
the above mentioned street meeting of the Communist Party, held eat the
corner of Garnett Road, and Leamington Road, Grey Lynn, on 11/10/5l.

The chsirman for this meeting was Cyril
John GOULD, snd the speaker, who wes introduced as the Communist Party
candidate for Ponsonby, was Hugh John McLEOD. Both ere on recorde

The only person I recognised among the
sudience of four, was Cressida Laurel SMITH, who is @lss on recorde

A loud speaker was in use at the meeting,
and was attached to the roof of a motor vehicle number L.51-381. This
vehicle is registered in the name of Kathleen Thesesea JERMYN, on record

The Officer-in-Cherge Acting Detective.
Special Brenche 49/10/54
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE 2\{2 g / 0

Special Branch,
AUCKLAND.

October 11th 1954.

REPORT OF: D. A. Thresh, Constable 4679.

RELATIVE TO: Communist Party General Electionsmeeting held during the
evening of Friday 8th October 195). at Auckland.

 

I have to report that during the evening of Friday
8th October 1954, in the company of Constable Blaiklock, I attended
two Communist Election Campaign meetings held in Aucklande

The first meeting was held in Howe Street, Newton,
and commenced at 7.30pm the speaker was Victor George WILCOX, his
chairman Gordon Herold ANDERSEN.

In the vicinity we recognised the following;

George Edward JACKSON.
Lenard Thomas SMITH.
Cressida Laurel SMITH.
Gordon William John DRYDEN.
Hlizabeth ARYA.

An elderly woman who is identical with Adelaide
WILCOX was present at this meeting.

A light van No. 151,381 was used to transport the
loudspeaker equipment and is registered in the name of Kathleen
Theresea JERMYN 78 Duke Street, Mt. Roskill.

Copies of the "Peoples Voice" and a pamphlet called ~
"Wages a family affair" were offered for sale by DRYDEN. There were ©
approximately fifteen members of the public at this meeting.

The second meeting was held at Three Lamps, Ponsonb)
in St.Mary's Bay Road. The speaker was Hugh John McLEOD and his
chairman John Onslow HOFFMAN. There were about six members of the
public present among whom we recognised Richard Charles WOLF.

Van number L51,374 registered in the name of
Cecilia Orsala WOLF was used as a stand for the loudspeakers.

There was no literature sold nor a collection
taken up at this meetings

All those named in the above two meetings are on
record at this office.

The Officer in Charge,
SPECIAL BRANCH. 



NEW ZEALAND POLICE a | d)

4 Special Branch,

Cg _AUGKLAND,

October 7, 1954.

REPORT OF: Detective R.C. Cooper No. 4423.

RELATIVE TO: Communist Party General Election Campaign 195 -
street meetings held on Wednesday 6.10.5h.
 

I have to report that during the evening of Wednesday
6.10.54 I attended two street meetings which were held in connection
with the above mentioned campaign. These meetings were organised by
the Communist Party.

The first meeting that I attended was held in Ivanhoe
Street, Grey Lynn, The chairman was August Frederick SMITH, and the
speaker was his wife Lillian Rita SMITH. Both are on record,

There was an audience of between fiftween and twenty
persons present at this meeting,

The vehicle used to convey the amplifier and equipment
was No. 223 765 which is registered in the name of August Frederick
SMITH,

The second meeting was held at the intersection of
Wellington Street and Hepburn Street, Freemans Bay.

The chairman was Gordon Harold ANDERSEN and the speaker
Victor George WILC@X, both are on record,

There was an audience of approxomately 40 persons present,
among whom I recognised the following:-

Lenard Thomas SMITH
Cressida Laurel SMITH
Elizabeth ARYA
Gordon William John DRYDEN

These four persons are on record. ARYA and DRYDEN were
selling copies of the Peoples Voice newspaper.

The vehicle used at this meeting was No.L57 433 which is
owned by Adelaide WILCOX, on record,

Detective 4423
7210,54.

The Officer in Charge,
SPECIAL BRANCH.
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NEW_ZEALAND POLICE a \ ||

Special Branch,
AUCKLAND.

October 5, 1954.

REPORT OF: Detective R.C. Cooper Wo. 4423,

RELATIVE TO: Communist Party General Election meeting held at
the intersection of Crummer Road and MacKelvie
Street, Grey Lynn on Monday 4..10.5h.

I have to report that during the evening of Monday

4.10.54 I attended an open air meeting which was held: at the
intersection of Crummer Road and MacKelvie Street, Grey Lynn.
The meeting was sponsored by the Communist Party.

The meeting had commenced when I arrived at 7.50p.m
the chairman was James Gordon FOX who ts on record,

There were two speakers, Lenard Thomas SMITH and Hugh
John McLEOD, both of whom are on record,

The only person I recognised in the audience of five was
Cressida Laurel SMITH, on record,

A private van license number L51 374 was used to convey
the amplifier and equipment. This van is registered in the joint
names of Richard Charles WOLF and his wife Cecilia Orsala WOLY.
Both are on record,

This meeting was still in progress at 8.20p.m.

I did not see any person distributing literature.

CESboke
Detective 4423.
5 LOL 5.

The Officer in Charge,
SPECIAL BRANCH.
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NEW_ZEALAND POLICE. fee.
Special Branch,
AUCKLAND.

5the October 195k.

Report of; Acting Detective M. Jobline Noe 14070.

Reletive to; New Zealend Communist Party General Election Meetings,
held in Auckland on Friday, the ist. October 195k.

 

I respectfully report that accompenied by
Constable Blaiklock of this office, I attended three Communist Party
Election meetings held in Auckland on Friday, the 1/10/5h.

The first meeting wes held in Howe Street,
Newton, where the chairman was Gordon William John Dryden, and the

speeker, Stanly Hooper Hieatt, both of whom are on record. The meet-
ing was conducted with the aid of a loud sveaker system, which was
conveyed to the meeting in a motor car licensed number 241-670, end
driven by Cyril John Gould, who is also on records

Elizabeth Arya, and Herold Green, both of
whom ere on record, were also present at this meetings

At Three Lamps, Ponsonby, Hugh John McLeod
was the speaker, and his chairman was Lenerd Thomas Smith, both being
on record. This meeting was also carried out with the aid of a loud
speeker, this being attached to the roof of a motor car licensed
oumber 373-494, registered in the name of Harold Gordon Kissin whois
on record.

Among the few people listening to this meet
ing, was Cressida Laurel Smith, and Richard Chsrles Wolf, both being on
record.

At Hall Corner, Point Chevalier, Lillian
Rita Smith was the speaker, and the chairman Basil James Holmes. Both
are on recordg A loud speaker was egain used, and wes attached to
motor car licensed number 255-180, registered in the name of Jack
Rennie, who is on record, and was present et the mectinge

A number of people stopped to listen to
the meeting, but few stayed very long.

The Officer-in-Charge, Actin Detective.
Speciel Branche 5/10/5lie
Aucklande

 



NEW ZEALAND POLICE ana\¢
Special Branch} Me
AUCKLAND.
5the October 195k.

Report of; Acting Detective M. Joblin. Noe LO70.

Relative to; Auckland District of the New Zealand Communist Party,
hold public meeting in Victoria Street, Auckland, on
Sundsey, 3/10/5h.

 

I respectfully report that I attended the
above mentioned meeting held in Victorie Street, Auckland, on Sundey,
the 3/10/5h.

The chairman for the meeting wes Lenard
Thomas Smith, and the speaker, Hugh John MeLeod, both of whom are on
records

Also present at the meeting were; Gordon
William John Drydene..Hlizabeth Aryaee. Eugene Desmond Patrick
McCarthye.. Cressida Laurel Smith, a11 of whom are on records

Smith on opening the meeting, stated that
he had great pleasure in introducing the Communist Party Candidate for
Ponsonby, Hugh John McLeod. Smith went on to sey thet there were stil
hundreds of people not on the roll, and he urged these people to do so
bmmediately and join the swelling mess of workers who were going to
kick the Holland Government out of office on November the 13the He
stated that the L.R.C. and the T.U.C. ( Labour Representation Committee
and the Trade Union Congress ) were holding s huge rally in the Auck~
land Domsin on November the 7th., and it was up to every worker to see
that he attended the rallys

McLeod elso urged the people to make sure
they were on the roll, and hoped that they would vote for his party
which fought end would slways fight for better conditions for the work
ing class. He stated that his party were pressing for an increase of
£3-10-0 a week for the workers, end better living conditions for the
pensionerse He stated that the bludger class could slweys get a raise
in pay, such as the Judges .and Magistretes of our courts, and he had no
doubt thet the Security Police hed also been given a bigger raise than
the cop on the beat, but the working class had to fight and struggle
hard to get a wage to live one

He stated thet today, the worker, worked
27 hours for himself, and 13 hours for the boss» It was high time that
the’ huge profits the bosses were making at the gwxpense of the worker
wes given beck to the workerss

MeLeod spoke on the finding of the recent
Commission on the immoral conduct of teenages, and blamed the Holland
Government for this conduct by allowing thrashy comics and sex pictures
into the countrye He stated that although the Prime Minister found
that this conduct took place, he would not be sbove sending these same
immoral youths into the army to commit further immoral acts against the
peaceful people of Asia. He stated that the S.E.A.7T.0. pact was an
amazing piece of paper, a pact to sefeguard the people of Asia without
® Single Asien Countryinite

Apart fromthe persons already mentioned above

there were about six other people listening to McLeod, but they were
not known to me, and appeared to be Sunday strollers.

The Officer-in-Charge
Special Branch. 
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE \\

Special Branch,

AUG: .

October 5, 195k.

REPORT OF: Detective R. C. Cooper No. 4423. [70

RELATIVE TO: Communist Party General Election meeting held at
the intersection of Pember Reeves Street and
Arthur Street, Ponsonby on Monday 4.10.54.

 

I have to report that during the evening of Monday
4.10.54 I attended an open air election meeting which was held at the
intersection of Pember Reeves Street and Arthur Street, Ponsonby.
The meeting was sponsored by the Communist Party.

The meeting commenced at 8p.m and was chaired by August
Frederick SMITH who is on record.

The only speaker was Victor george WILCOX also on record.

A small privgte van licensed number L57 433 was used
to convey the amplifie® and equipment. This vehicle is registered in
the name of Adelaide WILCOX, she is on record,

When I left the meeting at 8.15p.m the audience
comprised of the persons.

I did not see any leaflets distributed.

Cp AeBoasfo
Detective 4423
SOsSie

The Officer in Charge,
SPSCIAL BRANCH,
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ZEALAND POLICE ar\al aa7/

Special Branch
AUCKLAND

4th October, 1954

REPORT OF: Acting Detective R.C.Anderson. No. 4649.

O°

RELATIVE TO: Auckland district of New Zealand Communist Party - pub-
lic meeting held in Victoria Street West, Auckland, on
Sunday, 26th September, 1954.

 

I have to report that on Sunday, 26th September, 1954,
I attended a public meeting in Victoria Street West, Auckland, which
was held under the auspices of the Auckland district of the New Zea-
land Communist Party.

Gordon William John DRYDEN was chairman of this meeting,
and George Edward JACKSON and John Onslow HOFFMAN were the 2 speakers

DRYDEN began by attacking the authorities for failing to
allow the Communist Party to voice their policies per medium of broad
casting. He then went on to outline what he called the Communist
Party long term policy which, he said, consisted in reducing the
profits of the big monopolists, and instituting a universal democracy

in which those elected to the government would be made to carry out

the wishes of the people. He then introduced JACKSON who, he said,

would speak on the immediate policies of the Communist Party.

JACKSON spoke on New Zealand defence, saying that the
best way to ensure our nation's security was to adopt a policy of

peaceful co-existence with our Agjan neighbours. He also said that

the social security system in New Zealand would be re-organised under

Communist Party rule. The money required to make the system function

efficiently would be drawn from the profits of the big firms and not,

as at present, from the pockets of the worker.

HOFFMAN's speech, much of which was garbled, consisted

of a repitition of the points outlined by JACKSON regarding the over-

haul of the social security system.

The meeting began at 2-30 p.m. and concluded at 3-30 p.m

Although the meeting was opened for questions, none was

asked.

There was noofficial collection taken but DRYDEN was

distributing the Peoples Voice newspaper, calling for donations at

the same time.

There were no more than 12 persons in attendance at this

meeting at any one time.

Others present who are known to this office were:

Elizabeth ARYA Cressida Laurel SMITH

Lenard Thomas SMITE

HOFFMAN arrived at the meeting on a motor cycle No.33-

which is registered in his name. 748

All of the persons mentioned in this report are on

record at this office.

Cnrcleyzer.
meeetive No. 4649

The Officer in Charge
SPECIAL BRANCH Ps 
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Special Branch

AUCKLAND
and October, 195k.

REPORT OF: Acting Detective R.C.Anderson. No. 4649.

RELATIVE TO: Auckland City branch of New Zealand Communist Party -
public meeting held in Howe Street, Newton, Auckland,
on Friday, 24th September, I954.

 

I have to report that on Friday, 24th September, 195k,
I attended a public meeting in Howe Street, Newton, Auckland, which
was held under the auspices of the Auckland City branch of the New
Zealand Communist Party.

The meeting was opened, at 7-45 peme, by Elizabeth ARYA,
who had informed me, a few minutes previously, of the change of loca-
tion of the meeting from Cobden to Howe Street. ARYA began by attack
ing the apathetical attitude adopted by most people nowadays towards
election campaigns. She stated that there were many people outstand-
ing in the Newton vicinity alone who had failed so far to register fo:
the coming elections. After making reference to the fact that there
would be several young people about with registration forms to be
completed, during the course of the.meeting, she introduced’ Victor
George WILCOX as the speaker for the evening.

WILCOX dealt, in broad outline, with the domestic and
foreign policy of the Holland government since coming to powerin 1949
My Holland, he said, had pledged support to the U.S.A. many years ago,
and it was this policy of subservience that was likely to drag New
Zealand, in 12-18 months, into a 3rd world war which would not be
eouere for the benefit of the ordinary citizen but for the big monop-
olists.

In his discussion on domestic policy, WILCOX confined
himself, in the main, to making a comparison of food and living costs
in 1949 and 1954. He also toliched briefly on the question of taxa-
tion, saying that the positions of citizens had now been reversed as
the worker was now paying the larger portion.

At the conclusion of WILCOX's speech, John James MITCHE
took the stand, unannounced, and stated that, as chairman ofmthe meet-
ing, he would be glad to accept questions on WILCOX's behalf. Severa
vearorten® questions were asked and answered briefly by WILCOX and
MITCHELL.

When the meeting was about to conclude, at 8-50 p.m,
Aubrey Bruce SKILTON took up a collection for phereeae Must Go"
campaign, but the amount collected was not announced,

Throughout the meeting Elizabeth ARYA wes selling copies
of the 2 pamphlets, “Holland must go", and "Wages, a family affair".

A van, number L.57-433, registered in WILCOX’s name, was
equipped with the loud speaker apparatus that was used for the meet-
ing.

Others in attendance at the meeting who are known to
this office were: Raymond Bernard GOUGH Cressida Laurel SMITH

John Onslow HOFFMAN Lenard Thomas SMITH
Norman Ridgeway GALE

All of the persons mentioned in this report are on reco
at this office.

Acting Detective No.46u9
The Officer in Charge
SPECIAL BRANCH _ - Cc 2 fa 
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE \\% EWS3

5) | Special Branch,
Auckland,

October 1st 195k.
REPORT OF: D. A. Thresh, Constable 4679.

RELATIVE TO: City Branch of the Commmist Party of New Zealand holds
public meetings at the corners of Gundry and Ophir St's.
Newton, and John and Summer Streets, Ponsonby on
Thursday 30th September 195h.

 

I have to report that during the evening of Thursday
30th September 195i. I attended two Communist Election meetings held
in Auckland.

The first meeting was held at the corner of Gundry
and Ophir Streets and commenced at 7.40pm. The speaker was George
Edward JACKSON, his chairman was Gordon William John DRYDEN, both
of whom are on record.

The meeting was conducted with the aid of a loud -
speaker which was fixed to the top of motor car No. 252.310 registered
in the name of John French TAYLOR of 12 Upham Road, Mt. Wellington.

During the meeting,DRYDEN left with a friend whom
I was unable to identify, in motor car No. 296.930 registered in the
name of Northern Drivers Union, Trades Hall, Auckland.

The meeting was attended by three members of the
public.

The second meeting was held at the corner of John
and Summer Streets and also commenced at about 7.30pm. The speaker
was Hugh John McLEOD, his chairman was August Frederick SMITH, both
of whom are on record. The loudspeaker system was again used, the
speakers being placed on motor car No. 223.765 registered in the name
of August Frederick SMITH of Scarboro Terrace, Parnell, Auckland.

There were about 20 people listening among whom I
recognised the following;

Eugene Desmond Patrick McCarthy.
Constance Miriam BARTON.

There was no collection taken nor literature sold
at either meetings. The above two meetings concluded at 8.30pm.

All the above mentioned are on record, except
ear number 296.930 which is registered in the name of Northern Drivers
Union, Trades Hall, Auckland.

Constable 1679.
The Officer in Charge,

BRANCH. 
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NEW ZBALAND POLICE e

o\\- Special Branch,

AUCKLAND.

September 30, 195k.

REPORT OF: Detective R.C. Cooper No. 4423.

RELATIVE TO: Communist Party General Election Campaign meetings

held on 27.9.5h.

 

I have to report that during the evening of Monday 27.9.54
I attended two open air meetings which were conducted by the
Communist Party.

The first meeting was held at the intersection of Melford

Street and St. Marys Bay Road Ponsonby.

The Chairman was Cyril John GOULD, the speaker was Hugh John

McLEOD, both of whom are on record,

MeLEOD outlined the Communist Party policy. He said that he

objected to the presence of security police at election meetings.

After the meeting closed at 8p.m I asked MchEOD if he would be

speaking at any other meetings that evening. He said that he would be

going to the intersection of Rose Road and Sussex Street, Ponsonby. I
did not consider that ib would be advisable for me to attend this meeting.

MeLEOD) went on to say that some weeks ago he had written to

the Superintendent of Police of this City complaining of the presence of

security police at Communist Party meetings. To date, he said, he had

received no reply.

Whilst McLEOD was speaking he had an audience of one person,

also. present was Elizabeth ARYA on record and another middle aged woman

whom I did not recognise. Both these women had pamphlets which they

endeavoured to sell to the few pedestrians who passed by.

The motor car used to convey the amplifier and equipment was

No. 373 494 which is owed by Harold Gordon KISSIN 34, Rutherford

Terrace, Remuera. KISSIN is on record, I did not see him at the

meeting, the car was driven by GOULD.

The second meeting that I attended was held at the intersection

of Picton Street and Hepburn Street, Newton. The chairman was David

Thomas HUSBAND and the speaker Aubrey Bruce SKILTON, both of whom are

on record,

SKILTON said much the sate thing as McLBOD regarding
Communist Party policy. He went on to say that he had received a report
from Dunedin which states that all meetings held in that district are
eovered by a man from the security police.

SKILTON also complained of the fact that the Communist Party
have been refused time to speak over the air during this election
catipaign,

The audience during this meeting consisted of three women.

The car used to convey the amplifier and equipment was
No. 255 658 which is registered in the name of Harriet J. Margaret
SKILTON. This woman is on record.

Chbetes ter

Detective 4425
Yhe Officer in Charge, 50.9.5.
SPECIAL BRANCH, 
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<a ZEALAND POLICE
Ry

Special Branch,
Auckland,
30th. ,September, 1954.

REPORT OF: Detective A.W. KAY. No.w4259~

RELATIVE TO: General Election Meetings of the Communist Party
held in Auckland on the evening of the 28.9.5h.

 

I respectfully report that I visited two Communist
Party General Election meetings held on the evening of the 28.98.54.

One was held at the corner of Ponsonby Road and
Richmond Road, where the Speaker was Lillian Rita SMITH, and the
Chairman was Cyril John GOULD, both of whom are on record.

The Communist Party pamphlet “Wages, A Family Affair
1954" was being offered for sale by Elizabeth ARYA, who is on
record.

The meeting was conducted with the aid of a loud-
speaker, set up on the roof of a car the registered number of which
was 241-670, which is registered in the name of Flora Wallace GOULD
who is on record.

When I visited this meeting there were two members
of the public present. Neither was known to me.

The second meeting was held at the corner of City
Road and Liverpool Street. The Speaker at this meeting was Hugh
John McLEOD, and the Chairman, Gordon William John DRYDEN, both of
whom are on record.

This meeting was also being conducted with the aid
of a loud speaker.

DRYDEN as well as being Chairman, appeared to be
trying to sell pamphlets to the public. There were only three
persons other than the Speaker and Chairman, present at the meeting
when I visited it.

Both these meetings finished before 8.15 pm.

The Officer-in-Charge, é Ctla. a Ms
Special Branch, Detective, 4259.
AUCKLAND. 5009Se

 



Extract from “__ PEOPLE'SVOICE — _.”” Newspaper.

 

 

  
 

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

   
  

  

   

   

 

 

 

Pu ‘shed at_ AUCKLAND _, on [date]_

SUBJECT:_ C.P. Electioncampaign ES SE ae

~ hig cw p

Another € ist Is Withdr:nother ( st Is Withdrawnother vommunis OWE raw
pi = A ; mas <5 y

To Strengthen Anti-Holland Fight —
The Communist Party has withdrawn its candidate from 2 Wellington Cen-

tral electorate. SRE } % e
Mrs C. A, (Connie) Birchfield will replace Mr K. S. C. Stanton as the Party’s

candidate for Petone, and Mr R. J. (Ron) Smith will replace Mrs Birchfield as the
' Party’s candidate for Island Bay. PF. ; ”
* ‘The Party's decision not to con- two years that “Holland Must Go”,| Which will unite thom.

> test Wellington Central has been we will take every possible step to| “It wouldbeof little use, how-
o made in the interests of unity ensure the defeat of the National|ever, to defeat Holland and his
Zz against the candidates and policy /| Party candidates, and will take no candidates,if policies Were to
a of the Holland Government, says steps which would load to a danger} be continued another form in —
Oo a statement issued by the national of Nationalists heing clected in| the actions of tho noxt Govern:
oO Secretariat last week. « marginal or doubtful seats. ment.

“A: careful analysis of previous} “Wo stress that the defeat of the! «Many workers realise that the
ce yoting figures in the arons included Holland Government is a primary] qolland Government took over and
oO in this completely-cliunged clector-| task for the working people of Now] extended many of the worst fen
ae ate indicate that it isa very doubt-| Zealand, and we are confident that! tures of policy of the last daysof
= ful seat,” siys the statement. _ this important task enn be accom-/ the Labour Government.
oO “Consistent with the Party's slo-| plished if the Working people arc re
oO gan and campaign over the past| shown a fighting alternative policy “We do not want that process
tt a = : ae === to occur again in reverse whon

pile the Holland Government is de-
” ] feated.
o re} = Rie Seen penne as eae
ee y - where in New Zealand, a positive3 andidate Withdrawn |i. Si ies
© To \ A id li aniHolland, forces must be put for-

Q ' AVOIG - Sp it Vote “The most essential point of
f AUCKLAND,.—| ¢ such a programme must be put

” iGommunise Party xe ee3 EROLEG issued today, the ting an end to the policyofvee
“nh jdrawalof its candidat Mr G1dd announged the with- alate oes Seece ae iti e = i jolt
gj } candidate for Waitakere, ees Jacksdi“as electioni| aaa nattalpollegeceiMt ae{he ‘CinebabaAEE oei | New Zealand £30 million a yonrinza Vaneut say y zee Hhorpoliey of the Ti ! paste exyeotite mi ue ‘been

) urhisedoatas millionaires «ix Nuvi: mainly responsible for the gallopi
oO } atteesRete aes apane upon our economy and ne Falke {| inflation which so undermines aoe
_ people in all party ar Me. Te tions with other countries, ers’ living standards at present.

torate. We find, a: jwidespréad Unless’ the people defeat the “The Communist candidates for
fear that in view of all the  Aecrte (eet, Wows. this in. Potone, Mrs Bixclificld, and. Tslandcircumstances. provailing a ene.) sue’ to grow, uo matter from Bay, Mr Smith, will be ting
labour movement may make aL mi fae it may come, then tho such 2 gramme for vansible the clection of the Net Bieands of our standard of progress, with controlled gee
ionalist candidat = ‘ving, our Tevels of social so: profits, duced tion,o Cant a ! P reduc taxat J

5 The Communist Party ros. jn pegodwillne pity to live wages and pensions. ae
Pects this large body of opin- Geeparenatt papneeble. z ;
don, and has taken endittre on national {

Ss portant step in order Pag defence Ak roughly £80 million PALE TO,
a the defeat at the polls of the juired’ towee gt, gtmount_re- ee Seb aponalingNationalist candidate, BS 0 pay subsidies on basic wives and pensioners in
oO Every working-class vot oodstuffs, Central to demand su
@ should hho east to ice rat one drags down our standard from the Labour candid
— this objective is realised. of life and fails to give us nat- remind lim porsistently
oO Because there ure tio ie eee Head poliéy” is the vomyfea vital issues before the wean Speeretrity, Ik dependant social progress, higher liv
S ' ae solution of which will not eecoutiteaeene Sosighe See= je made on el . our neigh-

oO will require Graceuaeeoan Poleriis theNear North and not) |= strong, united, labour movement, thoe ning pacts lireoted agninsit
Q eee Party will con: The OGRETECduet a campaign to 3 4 et W-

? toe tpgSST suavegee ht, oreoa aaa ates will bo discussed, wople mity detest the Re |i sulJnereasing influenco — di and any other similar policy. |
Ty

| |

|

|

| |

|
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THE QUESTIONS PEO
This question exercises the minds

ny honest workers.
n the surface, there are simi-

ities between the Communist
rty and the Labour Party. The

fost obvious is their claim to the
legiance of the working class.
But there are big differences.
In New Zealand, the Communist
irty and Labour Party have this

‘25 common: they both have to
rk within the framework of #
pitalist society.

==From here, their paths funda-
emtally diverge.

e

Din the words of the Communist
anifesto (published in England

Gee by Karl Marx and Freder-

 

Engels), the Communist: Party
is “no interests separate and

Gee from those of the proletariat
Tas a whole”. It has as its aim the

verthrow of bourgeois supremacy,
fonquest of political power by the
roletariat”.

  
4 ‘Thus Communists base them-
N selves and the Party upon the
interests of the workers
ALONE, and have as their
ultimate objective the installa-

= tion of the working class as
the ruling class, sharing power,

with no other class, and finally
winning a classless society.
The Labour Party endeayours at

"Ohl times to maintain a mass basis
‘the working-class movement, but

= also. claims to represent the in-
‘erests of the middle class and sec-
fons of the bourgeoisie itself—in
lew Zealand, the secondary manu-
icturers, among othors.

‘This point. was well brought out
yy the late Rt. Hon. M. J. Savage.
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By MERV WILLIAMS, Political Committee member, OP.NZ.

QUESTION:In view of the fact that the Commun-
ist Party says the first thing to do
Holland Government and, in view
only the Labour Party candothat atthepo!
doesnot the Communist
members join the Lal
strengthenits “left”

  

to defeatthe
the fact that

 

   

 

  Party isband and
ur | in order to
and make that Party a

 

 wing
Marxist Party? This seemsthe logical thing to do.

Prime Minister in New Zoaland’s,
first Labour Government, who said
in the Auckland Town Hall shortly
after the election of the Govern-
mént in 1935 that “nobody had
anything to fear—we are all work-
ers”. The “we? referred to were
citizens representing bodies such as
the chamber of commerce, and
middle-class” elements, as well as
representatives —of Workiig-class
bodies.

From this, it follows that the
Communist Party and the Lab-
our Party invariably approach
questions from a different basis.

e

There are occasions when, even
with this different approach, they
urrive at the same conclusion for
different reasons.
A good example was the unity

achieved in the war against fas-
ism.
But it is easy to see that, where

a dispute arises, say, in industry
between employer and employee, the
Communist . Party, basing itself
upon the interests of the workers
alone, and the Labour Party, which
claims to base itself upon the
interests of both the workers and
employers; must have shorp differ-
ences of opinion.  

Oversll, too, there must be fan-
damental differences in general
policy.

Thus, the policy of the Labour
Party in application must tend to
yacillate, the degree depending on
which class exercises the greatest
pressure upon it at a giyen time.
Very often it vacillates to the side
of the ruling class.
So we come to the “left wing”

¥eferred to in. the question. “Left”
of what? Of the ruling class? Of
the working class?

eo

Tt is this Gabour Party lack of
orientation, this) basing itself upon
all sections of society, that leads in
practice to the negation of the his-
toric role of the working class,
failure to recogniso its destiny as
a future ruling ¢lass and an aecept-
ance in practice of the bourgeoisie
as an eternal ruling class.
The Communist Party believes in

the destiny of the working class:
conquest of political power by the
proletariat.
This knowledge springs from a

scientific understanding of the
movement of history, which is the
fundaméntal of Marxist political

PLE ASK

 economy.

#/

 

FortCommunists to join the Labl
our Party would be to accept its
programme and principles er bi
wey listinataat from its ranks.
For. all practical purposes it

would mean the renouncing of
Marxism and aiParty.

TheCom tae Party oldeoe
atthepresent time the main
jectiveof the working class is ie
oustingof the Hollan Government
in the interests of the working
class.

‘The Labour Party holds that ar
the present time the interésts of
capitalist society as a whole would
be best served by the ousting of
the Holland Government, bisedas
it is almost solely on monopoly capi-
tal, and its replacement by a Lab-
our Government which would ad-
minister New Zealand capitalism
better thanthe\ Holland Govern
ment,

Hero, therefore, the Commun-—
ist ‘Party and the LabourParty —
aye one point in common; the
dismissal at the polls of the —
Holland Government.

Thoy artive at this point for dif-
ferent: reasons. 3
The Communist Party knows th:

‘at present the only practical alt
native to the Holland Goyeram:
is the Labour Party.

Tt also knows, however, that ay
a Party based upon the wor!
class alone,with no interests se
ate and apart, a Party based upo
Marxist principles, can ‘ensure the
ultiniate victory ¢f the working —
class. x

This is why the Communist P
maintains its separate identity,
never will disband. aS

    

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

300 pads/s/53—-16823,



te. | 2)

OO as

 

Pu
bl
ic
ly

r
e
l
e
a
s
e
d
u
n
d
e
r
th
e
N
Z
S
I
S

De
cl
as
si
fi
ca
ti
on

Po
li
cy

Areniqoq 8z|Zz[9z|Szlvelee
Zeltz|OZ|61/STIZ1(9T
CIIPE etic! TL|OT| 6
SIZI9ISIirleE
I
yeg naa on

  

    

    
 

 

 
     
 Avpuoy(y gs61 AUVAUSAT —

 



Pu
bl
ic
ly

re
le
as
ed

u
n
d
e
r
th
e
N
Z
S
I
S

De
cl
as
si
fi

 



 



i

 



Pr
bt
ic
ty

te
r-
th
e
N
Z
S
I
S

De
cl
as
si
fi
ca
ti
on

Po
li
c

 



N.Z. SOCIAL CREDIT
POLITICAL LEAGUE
 

 

G. YOUNG, Bemintor—Seeretity
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NEW ZEALAND SOCIAL CREDIT
POLITICAL LEAGUE

 

R. G. VOUNG, BeminionSecretory
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Extract from “___ _____DOMINION SETAE, a Sener g 7

P lished at_ WELLINGTON _, on [date]__25th May, 195. 3

SUBJECT: __COMMUNIST PARTY CANDIDATES- GENERAL ELECTIONS1954, -__
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Extract from “ " THE PEOPLE'S VOICE "

Pub ‘ted at AUCKLAND
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Communist
Candidates

AUCKLAND. — Two more candidates have been
announced to carry the Communist Party’s policy to the
people at the forthcoming general elections. They are
Mr J. J. Hannan (for Mornington, Dunedin) and Mr R.
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Mitchell (for Westland).

Mornington

 

Mr J. J. Hannan

West Coast

 

Mr R. H. Mitchell
«+. is a railway worker, being =. - is a miner, and the
employed at the Hillside railway Communist candidate for
workshops, and Communist can- WESTLAND.

didate for MORNINGTON. Mr Mitchell was born in
Mr Hannan was educated by Christchurch. and worked on

the Christian Brothers and at
St Kevin's College, Melbourne.
He worked on hydro-electric and
water supply schemes. and on
other jobs in Australia before
coming to Dunedin in i935.

Since 1936 he has been a
welder at Hillside, excopt for

   

chairman

farms, threshing mills, railway
construction and quartz mining.
Tn. 1940, he began work as a
miner at the Strongman mine,
atar Greymouth,

At school an  ontstanding
athlete, he lator ‘became an
Inangahua rugby league repre

hree years’ service with the 2nd) wae ne ( gontative and’a West Const ten-
” a entsone inditaly. nig champion. He haa been pre

a x sident of the West Coast LawnOo Aclegate to the Otago Tradex  ‘orniy AssociationoO Council and has hold many unvon iy
= positions, including that of pre- As a trade unionist, ho hae
oO sident in the Hillside branch of held many positions both before
= the Amalgamated Society of 2nd since entering the mining
s. eats (Neneanel! Industry, He has held the pos
= Heis well known to Dunedin ‘ition of check inspector at
oO people for his activity in many  S#ongman mino™and has been
= progressive movements and cam Union delegate to various trade
re} hates union bodies. He was chairman
3 Por the last 16 years, Mr Han. OF the nilners’ relief committee

nan bas been a member of the  '” 1951.
jas Communist Party, holding lead- Mr Mitchell ling ajso been

ing positions, including those of  preminent in the qo-operative
district secretary and district movement and the Greymouth

 

Workingmen’s Club.
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NEW _ZEATAND POLICE 1-9
bee

Special Branch,
WELLINGTON,

29th January, 1954.

REPORT OF: J.W. Pullman, Det. Sgt No. 3284.

RELATIVE TO: NEW ZEALAND LABOUR PARTY - COMMUNIST INFILTRATION.

 

I respectfull 2 t that I have received information

from ex—undercover —|that he has learned that the
New Zealand Labour Party has been infiltrated at a high level by

the Communist Party.

This information originated‘ae
sa is stated to be a member of the Victoria University

College branch of the Wellington Communist Party.

ic
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No details concerning this information are available.

   The Superintendent of Police, getive Sergeant.
Wellington.
 

The Commissioner of Police,
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WELLINGTON.
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Si Ber ikenacht of Police,
WELLINGTON.

29th Jan. 1954.
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aqefe IS |THB_BLECTION

CAMPAIGN

/
i oy >ipxfOa

1° =Gabroduction

Although the number of Comnuniet Party candidates who contested ?

the 1953 loeal body election were 22 compared with Li in 1950 (1h ‘

in 194/) the results achieved were better than in 1950, gains having ‘
been made in ali centren, except Auckland, The average vote per

candidate in 1953, and the percentage of these votes in relation to

 

the total number of valid votes cast shows hovever that the Communist

Party has still some ground to cover before retrieving its 1947 position,

Brunner, on the West Coast, is ane xeeption, There, the Communist

Party polled more votes than in 1947 or 1950, the Communist candidate

coming within 16 votes of election to the borough scuneil,

The Communist Party contested the elections in 10 centres, the

Same number as in 1950 and except for Lower Hutt where no Corweunist

Candidate stood in 1953, and in Hastings where the Comounist Party put

up one candidate for the first time, the centres contested are identical,

In 1947 elections were contested in six centres,

Another feature of the election was that the Communist Party,

for the first time put up candidates for hospital and harbour boards.

There were two Cownunist candidates for each board et both Auckland and

Wellington, The party did not contest hospital or harbour seata in any

of the other centres,

ee the_Llection

Cemaign

The Comuunist Party's campaign for the 1953 local body elections was
the widest and most intensive yet, The People's Voice (November 11, 1953)
reported that 60,000 leaflets were distributed in the contested centres,

in Auckland 10,000 were distributed; 59 street and ik factory gate

meetings were held, culminating in a general meeting at the Town Hall,

In Wellington, there were 11 street meetings, 1 job mexting and
| a house~towhouse canvase with leaflets, particularly in the Te Aro

The Communist Party devoted ite closest attention to Ohri stehuren,
There, the party conducted a wide house-to-house canyass in which
25,000 leaflets were distributed, Several f actory metings were bahay
Oe eene een eeemenen nin sameaes is
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factory moctings were held at Dunedin, P almerston North, Napiers

Greymouth, Brunner, New Lynn and Hastings,

Be Sesults }

On a national basis the Commmist Party increased ite voting

strength over 1950 and 1947, The average vote polled by each Communist

Gandidate, and the percentage of these votes in relation to the total

number of valid votes cast are:=-

1947 8 231k or 9.3 per cent

1980 : 922 or 11.6 per cent

1953 3 112i or 15.8 per cent (*)

At Auckland A, Drennan polled 4170 votes or 11,1 per cent of

the total valid votes cast as candidate for the Harbour Board. It

seems that since Mr Drennan polled only 191 votes as candidate for the

City Council, the votes he received as candidate for the Harbour Board

is a block vote of the deregistered waterside workers,

In Brunner, H, Browning, polled 240 votes or 52 per cent of the

total valid votes cast. He sas seventh in a list of nine candidates,

coming within 16 votes of eleetion to the borough council,

In Wellington, one of the 9 Communist candidates for the City

Council, D, Austin, polled 3937 votes or 9 per cent of the total valid

votes cast. He also polled nearly 12 per cent of the Harbour Board

votes. It has been established that Mr Austin was confused with a

Citizens candidate of thes ame name, Dr, A, Austin, accounting

for the high number of votes polled in relation to the Communict Perty

runner-up, Mrs 0.A, Birehfield, who polled 2298 votes, The same is

held for the results Mr Austin achieved as candidate for the Harbour

Board, He polled 4236 votes, whereas his Communist Party partner,

F.S, Heptinetall polled 2654.

Nevertheless, the Communist candidates polled relatively well

4n Wellington, Mrs Birehfield polled & and 5,3 per cent of the total j

“valid votes cast for the Hospital Board and the City Couneil reepectivelys

_* See Appendix "A"

 



  or a)

Other Communist candidates who polled well were those for /44
Palmerston North 751 votes or 12,5 per cents Napier 929 votes of ante |

1501 per cent; Greymouth 561 votes or 15,2 per cent; Brunner (referred 1

to in Seetion 1) polled 240 votes or 51 per cent; New Lynn 595 votes or

30 per cents Hastings 507 votes or 12.7 per cent, j

The Commmist Perty election manifesto was a straightforward

document dealing with matters whiche re very much locel body matters, ’

and emphasising aspects of local body administration which have met ij

withe riticism from the public. Transport and housing received most

attention in the cities, as well as the raising of loans for local

body construction work,

The street and factory moctings organised by the party followed

thes ame lines of argument.

ee: |

e
e
e

i
t

But, it is clear that the Cominthist Party did not contest the

election with a view to improving local body administration, or with f

any hope of winning seats, Ve Wileox, the cecretary-general of the

Communist Party in New Zealand,stated:

$8one§senpeten,te. eromnbanpoopieintearcing’
People's Voice, Novanber 11, 7555).

In effect, Mr Wilcox states that the campaignwas in the nature

of an “excercise”, Judging by party propaganda and activities in

the past six months the pre (arations are for the general election in

1954. The party slogan for thie coming election ia: "Holland Muet Go",

My Wileox commenting on the election msult said:

Bearing in mind the Communist Party's iumediate

Ee

dnseaocgoeinelitog’inTSBhif {realotcaie
iseffectively carried out from now ons '

It is evident, therefore, that in addition to being an "exercise"

in campaigning, the local body clection was a test to find out the extent
of support the party enjoys, in preparation for the general election,

It is alsoevident, that the party isa atisfied with the results and |

will probably contest the next general election with a greater intensity

thanat any other general election.
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This is borne out by Ur Wileox'’s statement that:

More and more e are be to regard
them gers the Labour Party) as

jum and tweedledee when it comes to

teetaPe gs Voice, November 11, 1953)

This statement has been the policy of the Communist Party ,

for sometime, and will be the party's major supporting elogan in the : 3

1954 eleetion campaign.

5. Qeneiusion
The specific aim of the Communist Party's local body election 5

campaignwas to develop the argument that the Communist Party is the

only genuine workers’ party. The proposition is not new, of courses =

Dut its application to New Zealand conditions is new,

The increased Communist vote in the loeal body elections of 1955

tends to demonstrate that the argument has succeeded at least in swinging

a pereentage of Labour's "Left Vote", in view of thie d ovolopment

it ie certain that the Comsunist Party will pursue with renewed vigour »

the campaign to secure or improve footholds in the Labour Movements “A

particularly trade unions, which is a main objective for the party

before it can proceed any further,
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POLICE “4 3

Special Branch,
Auckland.

5th November 1953.

REPORT OF Senior Detective J. P. Marsh, No. 2960

RELATIVE TO National Secretariat Circular 21/53 dated 23/10/53

issued by the National Secretariat New Zealand Commun-
ist Party re Labour Party and the Elections.

 

I forward herewith for the information of the Commiss-
ioner and Headquarters' records original and two copies of circular
referred to above which I recently received from a delicate source.

Copies are being forwarded for the information of and
retention by Special Branches ateeenrcr and Dunedin.

A2960
5th November 1953

The Officer in Charge,
SPECIAL BRANCH.

The Senior Superintendent of Police,
2

Will you please forward to the
Commissioner, .

ae
ee)Sub-Inspector,

i) 1416556

The Commissioner of Police,
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NATIONAL SECRETARIAT CIRCULAR 21/53. 25rd Oct. 1953,

LABOUK PANTY AND THE BLECTIONS -
To all districts

Dear ¢ cue and branches,

Observations hased on letters and reports indicates that
there exists a degree of confusion in regard to the attitude
to be adopted by Party members working in the Trade Unions and
other mass organisations, in relation to the Labour Party as
the Government. The question is posed as to the relation of the
Cc. P. , in its written and oral propaganda, to this question
as if there were a conflict. That the raising in a union of the
slogan "Return a Labour Government ", would cut across the
activities of " Holland Must Go " committees, and would be
contrary to Party policy generally.

 

In line with Party policy the slogan " Keturn a Labour
Government "is secondary to “ Holland iiust Go". However,
it must be emphasised that Trade Unions and other mass
organisations of the working class are not Communist organisations,
composed of members with various political affiliations and
others without any direct political affilietions.

We consider that it is quite correct for a Trade Union to
come forward with a slogan, Keturn a Labour Government " if
there is a demand for it. To overlook the desires and
aspirations of the non - party workers who still see the Labour
Party as the answer would be to isolate ourselves from them and
would be unpractical and as such un-marxist.

We must of course continually wage a campaign to get
understanding and appreciation by the workers of fundamentals.
Qur aim must be to mobilise the workers around 4 correct policy
and to endeavour to have the Labour Party bring forward in its
programme and platform. If our members in Trade Unions and the
unions themselves conduct the right campaign the Labour Party
will become further exposed in action. The workers are looking
to the Labour Party to adopt a programme whiea they will not
adopt or if they do whll only give, in the main, lip service
to it.

The workers learn from their own oxperiences. Our job

jis to skilfully and flexibly bring the lossons to their notice.
|In doing so we will continuously cxpose the concepts of " class
}collaboration and of Social Democracy generally. Tho Unions,

jand our members in them must have different tactics to that
lof the GO. P. as a party which will not give the samo emphasis

ito tho slogan * Koturn a Labour Government " in its public

jpresentation, The tacticswill differ, but the overall 7

jobjective will be the same; that of fighting for a progressive

|policy and mobilising the workers and the mass movement around

i that policy.

4. The media vadm of Party members in these organisations
Me todevblop ee clong broad lines based on working

ass policy.

Yours fraternally,
NATIONAL SECRETARIAT.

N.Z.C.P. 
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SERRE
EXTKAG?/COPY Hh

From (source): SP. Bre tunedin Reference: 63/650 Date: 89-10-63

For File No. 21/2/10

Original on. .... B/9/1

Received on Exthéibd/Copied by. ees On...4G"3=GO

MUNICIPAL ELECTION CAMPA 1953, Communist candidate ger Wilson
speaks at Morningto Cent: t 8pm on 27 tan ar

Dunedin City Counel ar Wilson HUNTER, was the speaker
ata meeting held in connection with the Municipal
Blection Campaign, at the Mornington Community centre at 8 pm
on 27.10.53,

HUNTER, who is the only communist candidate in the present
elections was sponsored 4 Harold SILVGRSTONR, university
lecturer, and Walter Cecil ANDERSON, tramway omployee.

Harold SILVERSTONE ig on record at this office as having taken
part in open sctivity of the Communist Party and the New Zealand
eace Council, I can find no trace in the records at this office
of a Subversive History Sheet having been issued for SILVERSTONE.
Shiuld such a sheet be on record at Police He ters, it would
be appreciated if could be forwarded to this offiee,so that
it can be amend md -breught up to date,

; DERSON,) has not previously cone under notice
enquiries are being made concerning him with a view

to issuing a Subversive History Sheet,

wi There werei18 persons present at the meeting referred to
OVO>

The chat Harold SILVERSTONR, in the meeting,introdueed the date HUNTER, and stated that

the

latter
had had some share, le Guntsivel affairs, a6 he hed bein clected
in 1935 on a eket to the St,Kilda Borough Council, As a
trolley bus driver, the candidate also had first hand knowledge
of the city's transport problems.

SELVERSTONE referred to an election plea attributed to the
Citizen's and Pe Association "to keep errrsecee out

e@

 

    
     

of the present election » It was impossi to do this
and the plea was insincere, drew the attention of the audience
to the presenes of the “representatives of the law" < one in
uniform, and the other in clothes. In a situation such as
this, he said that it was sible to keep party politics outof the campaign, This concluded the chairman's renarks and he
then e¢alled on HUNTER to speak,

SILVERSTONE is a poor spas and appeared to lack confidence,
He has an uneasy manner with his audience, and does not appear
to be the type who would win recruits from the platform.

HUNTER stated that the Communist slogan for the election
was "Elect P, G, CONNOLLY M. P, for Mayor, with one Commmnist
and 11 Labour councillors". Labour had a good record in Dunedin
fer administering the city's affairs. He particularly instanced
the suceessful housing sc inaugurated by a Labour Council in
1930, ‘The chairman of the Finance committee of that Gouneil had
been the late Mark SILVERBTONE, M. Le. C. father of the chairman
of the meeting,

HUNTER then piveretee to enumerate the points in his Party's
platform, and did little better than to read off from the printed
pacohees “SWEEP OUT THE TORIES", a e of which I obtained fromER after the meeting. A copy of this pamphlet is attached hereto,

HUNTER then went on to give some rather negative criticism
of the Citizens’ and Ratepayers’ Association candidates and

—SECREF .
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SECRET
EXTRAGT/COPY 43

G.D.D—11

From (source): Pee+ Dunedin Reference: 53/650 Date: 2910-53

For File No. ~

Original on...

Received on

21/2/10

21/9/1

Abbehleh/Copied by... ee On,,,.46-3=G0

and propaganda. He said that there could be no measure of civia
ate gee titecree thy nastintconetanees co ht to

nought 6 the polley of the central government cont: .
Sscere fae the Geamanlst ond Labtar candiantes woald lead 30
the establishment of a "progressive" state.

em This sie HUNTER's address ootee chairman feeteed
questions from the audience, _y one rather puerile question
was asked, ».~ “Was the qukaske favour of cleeing
down Balmacewan Course and cutting it up for building sections?"

HUNTER stated that this was a most awkward question es it
would involve other sports, If the Balmacewan Course was
elosed eee sfteebet would then have to be given to
di ly with the Oval, which would deprive workers af
a ng area. HUNTER stated he would meet the questioner half
way and proposethe removal of all horse racing to the Wingatui
race course and using Forbury Park fer housebuilding sites,

‘ia Bt come onisenses Pee platform than was
VERSTONE, HUNTER s aself &@ poor speaker,droning

along in a monotonous monotone, If SIL OWS and HUNTER are
the best samples of public speakers for the local Braneh of the
Commnist Party, this might account for the relatively small
numbers in the Braneh.

Before ol: the meeting at 9,20 pm SILVERSTONE invited
wecnabenek ts baa fron him copies of the " e's Voice"

‘ and the communist er isectaxs Must *
SIL 4d not appear to any sales.

No collection was taken up to defray expenses,

John Leslie MARSTON, James Gillan JAMIESON and Robert
MeINTYRE (a Justice of the Peace) all subjects of Subversive History
sheets, were identified as being present.

The f£ PEEeee SeeOe, ere eee AeeS
of the hall 2 meeting was in progress, the numbers be:
taken by Constable ¢. Knight. - ' =

Hillman. Otego Labourers’ Union (Robert McINTYRE,Secy)
“26-da8 t. John Netherton JAGO, 421 ANDERSGNS Bay Road.

« Willian James GEARING 17 Street,
95-708 Austin  Gatherine “aeDONALD, 1? Cit:
36-464 Vauxhall Ri William KIRKBY, 5 Street.
277-131 Morris John MARSTON, 48 Totara St.Ravensbourne,

No other meetings of the Commmist Party have been
advertised to take place in connection with the present Municipal
Election campaign.

R. JONES,
Detective Sergeant 3272
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EXTRACT/COPY/

 

 Ree Bie Skane 9/705 O),4
From (source): °° = ro Reference: Rae Date: ~*~

aA J/asaC
For File No. oo."

 

Original on. -. (15

Received on - Extracted/Qopied’by bes On.90506
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matter,
T respectfully repert that I have carried out confidential inquiries into this

af [  Party using peoudenyme as a cover

 Original on.

Received on Extracted/GApi6d bya On... 4745060

For File No... -

From (source): C,1,B, Napder Reference: 8.52/703

EXTRACT/GOBY

Date: 18th August, 1952

G.D.D.—11
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Wine

 

The Chief.
Detective

DUNEDIN

diss wanton esos etic

————C< EW ZEALAND POLICE Al

 

y c: Fi/44d i A<sfutes

: AiG ee

\

Criminal Investigation Branch, 4

DUNEDIN,

DATE. lst October 1951

REPORT OF ;-__J.C.ussell, Detective No», 2505

RELATIVE TO ;- letter addressed to the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister,
sismed Mark Silverstone, G.R. Glayton, Samuel
Ikin, L.R. Swan and R. McIntyre.
 

I respectfully report that Mark silverstone
is now deceased. Samuel Ikin is the Secretary of the Carpenters ~
Union, with office at 360 Moray Place, he is the subject of 4
subversive history sheet. Robert william MeIntyre, is the
Secretary of the Otago Labourers & Related Trades Industrial
Union of Workers,with office at 99 Stuart Street, Dunedin. he
is the subject of a subversive history sheet.

The two personsnot vreviously mentioned
as having come under notice are Leonard Basil Swan, he is
secretary of the Otago & Southland Woollen Mills & Hosiery Factory
tmployee's Industrial Union of Workers, and resides at
111 Richardson St. St. Kilda, Dunedin. He came under. notice during
the recent Waterfront Strike, when his office at 92 Stuart Street
was searched as it was suspected that he had published subversive
leaflets. A number of leaflets were found but there was no
evidence of publication.

When the office was raided John McLellan
Jamieson, Commimist, and Wdgar Wilson Hunter, President of the
loeal branch of the Communist Party were in the office, which
showed he was associating with members of the Communist Party.
I have submitted in duplicate a subversive histor sheet -
Swan which is apeeeregs @ Ags we

  

mngineers” and Related Trades Industrial Union of Workers, with
office at 232 Cumberland Street, Dunedin, he resides at
58 Earls Road, Dunedin. From confidential enquiries and
information received I have ascertained that he has recently
been induced to take a leftist attitude, with the consequence
he signed the attached letter to the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister,
my informant stated that since my initial enquiry he has
ascertained that Clayton is associating with members of the
Communist Party. Subversivengsheet of Ruchin
duplicate attached. Ls
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EEE POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON c.1. llth September, 1951.

MEMORANDUM for

The Superintendent of Police,
DUNEDIN.

The attached correspondence which has been received from
the Prime Minister's Office is forwarded for your information.

Of the persons who signed the letter addressed to the
Rt.Hon. the Prime Minister, the following are already on record in
my Special Branch:

Mark SILVERSTONE (now deceased)
Samuel IKIN
Robert William McINTYRE

I have no previous information concerning J.B.SWAN and
G.A.CLAYTON, and should be glad of any information that may be
available concerning them.
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MEMORANDUM

 

for:

 

aulafio

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE,

WELLINGTON.

5th September, 1951.

The Commissioner of Police,
WELLINGTON .

Encls.

4 “
4

I am directed by the Prime Minister to
forward you herewith a letter which he has
received from Mr. Mark Silverstone, Mr. G.A. Clayton,
Mr. Samuel Ikin; Mr. J.B. Swanand Mr. R. McIntyre .
in regard to the use of radio facilities by the
Communist Party, together with a copy of the
Prime Minister's reply thereto.

 

Chief Private Secretary.

(39
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IIEeTAOsNRSo an —— - —— panes

BY

kth September, 1951. /

Dear Sir,

I am in receipt. of a letter signed
by you and fourothers, undated,in regard to
the refusal to allow the Communist Party the
right to use the radio.

This is a matter which has received
full consideration by the previous Governmentas
well as this Government and the decision by both
Governments was that the Government could not
grant the use of the radio to the Communistret

ein: ‘eonelusion I wish to express my
Surprise thatyou and the other signatories to
theletter appear to be so very much out of. |
touch with the realities of the position as to
lend’ your wereers to such a proposal.

Yours truly,

(Sgd.) "S.G. HOLLAND"

Mark Silverstone; Esaq.,
536 Leith Street,
DUNEDIN.

Parr
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Spy 2 alfa.fia

| (3/
To the Hon. The Prime Minister,

Parliament Buildings,
Wellington.

It is generally conceived that all citizens jealously guard
what is commonly knom as their freedom.

Its most pertinent points mst certainly be freedom in the

broadest limite of the law, to assemble, form organisations, to express
and consider opinions. To commit any act which will militate against,
or infringe such rights must constitute a flagrant denial of the very ~
basis of our democracy, a5 has been made clear by ach great men as John

Milton and John Stuart Mill. ts , ns

Suppression of discussion leaves untouched the sources of
discontent. These issues surely stand above politics in our society.

It is therefore with grave concern that we see our Government,
with the consent of the Parliamentary Opposition, teking the leading
role in the suppression of opinion, in denying one political Party right
of access to our publically-owned radio. The lead of the Government is

being followed by the Christehurch Star-Sun and the Auckland Star, by

refusing advertisements from the Commnist Party.

This would be serious enough at any time; it is of most parti-
culer seriousness at a time of election, which is supposed to be acrucial

moment of citizen's decision, basedon full, fair and free consideration of
opinion. Moreover, the present suppression denies consideration of many
urgent and vital issues on which the Commnist Party presents a radical

minority opinion.

So flagrant asuppression of discussion under such circumstances )
augurs411 for the future of our civil liberties, on whieh depends ,
equally the development of our democracy, our literatureand our arts. 4
Accordingly, we call on all who are goncernedwith such matters to take
most serious consideration of the dmgeraus trends at present manifested,

and join with us in publicly denouncing these acts before it is too late.
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ZBALAND
Speciel Branch, AUCKLAND,
5th April, 1951

Report of: Detective Sergeant R.Jones.

Relative to: BRITISH AND AUSTRALIAN COMMUNIST PARTIES - Controversy on

attimide to the Labour Party, and relation of New Zealend
Communist Party to the aforementioned parties,

Vide attached,

 

In the "PEOPLE'S VOICE” newspaper dated 25th August, 1948, Page 4
appears "Australian Commnists criticise policy of British Commmist Party", ‘The
reply of the British Party to this criticism, which comes from a Sydney source, is
also published, No comment, editorial or otherwise, is given in that issue or sub-
sequent issues of the "PEOPLE'S VOICE" or other open sources regarding the differences
of opinion between the Australian and British Commmist Parties.

In the attached note, the National Secretary, New Zealand Commnist
Party is quoted as saying that the New Zealand Commmist Party took no part in the
controversy. Its present request for information would therefore appear to be one

mainly of academic interest.

It is suggested in the last paragraphs of the attached note that the
New Zealand Commmist Party has close ties with Britain and are less under the influ-
ence of the Australian Commmist Party than was previously thought to be the case,
As the full text of the letter from the National Secretary, New Zealand Commmist
Party to the Comamist Party, Great Britain has not been given, one is at a disad-
ventage in appraising the full worth of this statement in the light of local knowledge.
My own view, however, is that the New Zealand Commmist Party is now sufficiently
developed to stand on its own feet and pursue an independent line of action within

the framework of Marxist-Leninist theory, and that it is expected to rise or fall by
its ow efforts,

The correctness of my views can best be judged by a review of the
New Zealand Commnist Party's relationship with the New Zealand Labour Party and its
present organisational strength.

In the years following the inaugural conference of the New Zealend
Commmist Party in Easter 1921, while the Party proceeded to organise as an independ-
ent entity, Commmists were still permitted by the Labour Party to retain membership
in that organisation, and many of them were, in fact, @voted and hard-working menbers
of that Party. Commnists were allowed to represent their Unions on Labour Repre-
sentation Committees and at Labour Party Conferences, This state of affairs held
until the Labour Party Conference of Easter 1925.

This Conference, despite the stern struggle put up by the Left Wing,
elements, introduced the so-called "Pledge", which directed that no member or delegate
to the Labour Party could be a member of any other political party.

Over a long period of years the Commmist Party strove to overcome the
split brought sbout by the 1925 Labour Party Conference by means of a campaign to
secure affiliation to the Labour Party, In New Zealand, as in Great Britain, the
Labour Party presented certain features not exhibited, for instance, by the Continental
Social-Democratic Parties, These special features lay in its organisational structure

under which the greater part of its membership consists of affiliated trade unions;
that is, most members of the Lebour Party occupy that position not through individual
membership but through membership of a trade union,

The objects of the Commmist Party in seeking affiliation were two-fold;
firstly, to retain the closest possible connections with the rank and file of the
Labour movement; secondly, to prevent the Right Wing, reformist tactics of the political
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Labour leaders from becoming generally accepted by the mass of the rank and file

workers.

The Commnist Party carried on a consistent struggle against the

"Pledge" and at the same time campaigned for affiliation, In the resolution of

the 1929 Conference of the Commmist Party it wes stated;-

"The Party mist conduct an unceasing agitation on the pledge issue

and the refusal to grant affiliation, The campaign for affiliation

must be foreed, not from the formal standpoint as has been done in

the past, but the widest number of rank and file workers mst be

dravn into the struggle".

As is well Imow, the struggles of the memployed during the depression

were largely led by menbers of the Commmist Party and became struggles of a wmited

front character, ‘This united front represented unity of rank and file workers, but

at the top level, however, no united front of political parties and trade union organi-

sations was achieved,

Despite the correctness of the Cammmist Party resolution of 1929 and

of the Commmist participation in the struggles of the unemployed, it has been ad-

mitted in top Commmist cireles that in regard to overall strategy of the united

front, the leadership of the Party did, over a mmber of years, display grave weak~

nesses.

Under the leadership of Frederick E, FREEMAN, who became Secretary

in 1933, the Commmist Party drifted into a position of Sectarianism, ‘the expression

of his sectarianism was the failure of the Party to realise that in the field of

national politics the united front could express itself only in the form of a struggle

to replace the Tory-liberal Coalition Government by a Government based, in the main,

on the Labour Party with as mich Commnist representation in Parliament as might be

possible within the framework of the major objective,

A Plenary Session of the Central Committee (New Zealand Commmist
Party) in 1935 (Parlismentary Election Year) set the members of the Party,

"the task of explaining to the toilers that the policy of
"Give Lgbour a Chance" is the most dangerous policy of all,
allowing as it does the Labour Party to carry through the
elections on the basis of its capitalist programme, confusing
the workers as to the nature of this programme and holding them
back from the struggle of their needs and thus paving the way
for Fascism",

This, it wes submitted, implied that a united front of struggle for
the election of a Labour Government could be carried on only on tle basis of sub-
ordinating the workers to the illusions of the Labour Party and surrendering the move-
ment to the leadership of the right wing Labourites,

A resolution passed at the sbovementioned Session recommended that in
those constituencies where Commmists were standing for election, an approach should
be made for an electoral agreement, declaring the willingness of the Commmist candid~
ate to withdraw from the contest on the basis of a mtually acceptable policy
gramme to be endorsed by the Central Committee of the Commmist Party and the National
Executive of the Labour Party, Failing such agreement the maximum support mst be won
for the Commmist candidate,

This policy was, in the main correct, but an error in tactics occurred

in the attitude to electorates where no Commmists were standing, In such electorates,

This is in conflict te the policy es expounded by Lenin in "left Wing
Commnism", - "that failing an agreement with the Labour Party, the Commmists would
put up candidates in a very few, but absolutely safe Constituencies, 1.e., where our
candidate would not let the Liberal in, in opposition to the Labour Candidate. We
would take part in the Election Campaign, distribute leaflets advocating Commnisn,
and in all Constituencies where we have no candidates, urge the electors to vote for
the candidate against the bourgeois candidate",
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Tt was not surprising therefore that the resolution referred to

above, was met critically by the Commmist Party, The Auckland Section, in

particular, under the guidance of Sidney William SCOTT, presently General Secretary

of the Party, was active in fighting for a correct line within the Party.

The eighth Conference of the Commmist Party held in December 1935,

following the general Elections adopted a resolution which stated in part:-

The errors of the policy of a few months earlier were mildly castigated

as an “incorrect application of the tactic of the united front at the time of the

Election."

The Conference decided to relieve FREEMAN of his position as Secretary

wut during 1936 he remained virtually in a position of leader, the result being that

auring the year there wes a prolonged struggle for the achievement of a correct policy.

The Australian Commnist Party had been looking at developments in

New zealand with great interest and had written to the Central Committee of the

New Zealand Party a letter, which stated in part:-

"At the present time the New Zealand working class occupies a unique

position, for whilst elsewhere in the British Empire reactionary

Governments are in power, in New Yealend there is a Labour Government,

This fact greatly enhances the importance of the New Zealand Lebour

movement and gives it the possibility of ‘becoming the pivotel point

in the further development of the movement of the people within the

British mmpire .. e+ + + The main task of the Commmist Party is

to point out clearly to the New Zealend people and particularly the

working class, the path they must follow in order to help reserve

peace and democratic freedom, and on this basis to rally and unite

¢he masses in a demand that the Government teke this path",

The letter contimes:~

"ve received the pre-Congress discussion material prepared by Mr.F.E.

FREEMAN, entitled "Working Cless Unity Agaimt Reaction", The line

advanced in this material is incorrect md would, if accepted, retard

the of the united front movement and the whole mass work of

the New Zealend Party, It reveals no deep understanding of the deci~

sions of the 7th World Congress, nor the reasons fa: the changes in

the United Pront Tactics by the Commmist Parties".

The letter goes to some length to expose the wealmesses of FREEMAN's

discussion material,

The 9th Commmist Party Congress was held in Wellington on 25th, 26th

end 27th December 1936. Lawrence Louis SHARKEY of the Yustralian Political Bureau

attended the Congress as a fraternal delegate, It appear thet SHARKEY was sent

to New Zealand by the Australian Commmist Party to pu' lew Zealand Party on a correct

line and effect certain organisational changes, following the receipt of FREEMAN's

discussion mterial, which exposed the lack of understending of a correct political line.

Tt would seem also that at this time there was fairly close contact between the Aus-

tralian and New Zealand Parties.

SHARKEY spoke for over two hours and the result was that a motion was

carried endorsing the Australian letter end the Central Committee's recommendation

that FREEMAN be removed from all official positions in the Commmist Party (SHARKEY
took part in the previous deliberations of the Central Comittee).

The resolution adopted by the 9th Congress called for the defence of
the Labour Government against reaction; stressed the need for unity of the working
class; while at the same time drawing attention to the “hesitation of the Labour
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Government to restrict and suppress the activities of the reactionaries. ‘These remained
the guiding policies of tle Comamist Party up to 1939. The Central Committee was re-
organised and many former members were replaced, Sidney William SCOTT, was moved to
Wellington to take a paid position in the Political Bureau, together with Leo SIM,
Alexander calamari(orogent Chairman of, the Party), Clement Gordon WATSON (killed

2) and Albert James BIRCHFIELD,

SCOTT, through lis position as Editor of the "PEOPLES VOICE" newspaper
and more latterly es General Secretary of the Party, has more or less dominated the
New Zealand Commnist Party, for even in his capacity as Editor of the Party paper,
he was responsible for the political report to successive conferences, It is largely
through his guidance that the Party has, in my opinion, established its independence,

Correct policy was followed in support of the return of the Labour
Government in 1938 and from the lesson learnt in that campaign, the Commmist Party
led popular movements uniting progressives with various political affiliations
and drawing in mumbers of trade unions and other organisations, The period of
World War 2 gave particular emphasis to this and so successful was working class unity
under Commmist Party inspiration and leadership, that a firm stand wes taken by the
dominant leadership of the Labour Party.

A triennial Conference of the Commmist Party was held in Wellington
from 22nd to 2th May 1948. To all intents and purposes it was a normal routine con-
ference but it followed closely after a conference of the Australian Commmist Party
and it appeared to have been called with a view to formulating a new "line" for the
Party.

the New Zealand Commmist Party) in
orisis had reached extremei i E ; E : eR

the people, that the ‘arty
native Government in New Zealend ~ that was the task ahead, to get a Government which
would sustain a progressive policy,

The Political Report given by Sidney William SCOTT, deding with the work
of the Party statesi-~ ?

"It is more necessary for the Commmist Party to undertake this work
of bRilding a united front and people's front, because the Labour
Party has failed so lementably, ‘The Labour Government, by identify-
ing itself with the interests of New Zealand Capitalism and british
and American Imperialism, has aut away its own support, and weakened
its own political position. .. .. The New zealand Commmist Party,
therefore, despite the appeasment policy of the Labour Government does
not desire a National Party victory, If such a victory takes place,
it will not be the responsibility of the Commmist Party, which will,
however, endeavour to strengthen the Labour Movement generally by
bujiding, ox at least organising towards a united working class, and
people's front against reaction, This united front will be built not
by formal alliance with leaders (although this possibility is never
excluded) but by practical tasks carried out side by side with the
rank and file of Labour Party menbers and supporters. Relations with
the lower organs of the Labour Party mst be strengthened and the
trede unions can play an important part in this respect. There is
definite opposition to the Policy of the Right Wing leadership within
the lower and middle organs of the Labour Party, and this mst be en-~
couraged so as to bring pressure on the Parliamentary Lebour Party and
the Government... ... . The Commmist Party more than ever, mst
constitute itself the champion and organiser of the New Zealend people
in tus. struggle for peace, welfare and economic and national Seeurity".
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Clende JONES, President of the Queensland Commmist Party, was present
as a fraternal delegate at the Triennial Conference. ‘the main purpose of his visit
is not absolutely clear from the infarmation available, but it appears that it differed
from that of SHARKEY in 1936. No immediate changes were made in Party organisation,
nor was the Party leadership reprimanded for following an incorrect line,

Following the Conference, JONES conducted a speaking tour throughout
New Zealand, its object being to offset the anti-Commmist propaganda which was so
strong at that time. He was a most able and fluent speaker and apart from his ability
in this direction, his visit appeared to be in the nature of a tonic for rank and file
members who were wilting under the pressure of the "red baiting" propaganda, ‘The New
Zealand Commmist Party is lacking in able public speakers,

I may be wrong in this assumption that JONES was here merely as an
observer, However, the only real indicated that the New Zealand Commmist Party was
tied to the Australian Commmist Party was the fact that Victor George WILCOX and
Aubrey Bruce SKILTON visited Australia shortly afterwards to undergo special courses
at Marx House, Sydney, N.S.W.

At a meeting of the National Committee held on the 19th and 20th March,
1949, important decisions were made to intensify the work of the Party, end strengthen
the Nationel Executive, Sidney William SCOTT, was relieved of his editorship of the
"PEOPLE'S VOICE" newspaper and appointed General Secretary of the Party, Aubrey Bruce
SKILION, former Wellington District Secretary, was appointed National Organising
Secretary, These appointments, it was stated, would free Victor WILCOX (former
National Secretary) and Henry Mornington SMITH (Trade Union Organiser) for further
intensive organisational work, WILCOX is usually styled Assistant National Secretary.

Mein points in the Commnist offensive were:-

1. The launching of a £6,000 (later increased to £10,000) fighting fund.

2. Increased propaganda in the form of bulletins from branches (Otahuku
Worker, North Shore Spark, News end Views) and the trade unions
——waterside workers, miners, freezing workers and railwey
workers) .

3. A very greatly increased number of Commmist candidates at the 1949

General Elections, .

4e Attacking the Labour Party, both through the Parliamentary Labour Party
and the Federation of Labour; and

De The campaign for higher wages,

There can be no doubt that the Commmist Party propaganda during the
General Election Campaign was so successful that it materially assisted in the defeat _
of the Labour Government,

A further split with the Labour movement came with the "walk-out" of
the waterside workers and other militant delegates from the 1950 Federation of Labour
Conference and the setting up of the Commmnist inspired Trade Union Congress, The
Party has only been partly successful on the industrial field, as apart from the water-
siders, only sections of the freezing workers, miners and odd local branches of unions
remain affiliated to the Trade Union Congress,

The campaign for higher wages was built round the Trade Union Congress,
the outcome of which is the present weterfrmt strike.

The Party issued the following statement following the 1949 National
Committee Meeting:-

“The meeting of the National Committee of the Commmist Party is com-
sidered to be the most important event in the history of the Party
since the 1935 Conference, The changed role of the New Zealand Labour
Goverment, the growing gravity of the international situation and of
the internal political position have added to the importance of the
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New Zealand Commnist Party's role, and the steps taken at the recent
Iecting will, it is felt, prove a turning point in the history not only
of the Commmist Party, but of the whole working class movement in New
Zealand,”

This statement avpears to have been amply exemplified by subsequent events
and actions of the Commmist Party.

The activities and statements of the New Zealand Commmist Party since
1949 contrast with those of the British Commmist Party, as will be seen from the
following excerpts taken from Harry POLLITT's report to an Extended Meeting of the
Executive Committee of the Commmist Party of Great Britain, February 26/27, 1949.

"Our failure adequately to refute teachings of the class enemies ~ be they
Tories or right-wing Labour leaders = is a weakness equal in importance
to our neglect of factory work, ‘The responsibility for this rests with
our Executive Committee and particularly with myself as General Secretary.
In certain ways we have allowed ourselves to be influenced by the reform
ist ideas of the Bevins, Crippses, Attlees end Morrisons, and the middle
of the road hikers, Especially mst be remember to clarify the minds of
the workers on the importance of the class struggle - blurred over, as
I have described, by the present right wingers".

The initiative show by the New Zealand Commmist Party since 1949 would
seem to confirm, in many respects my earlier submission that it now follows an independ-
ent Line of action,

There would appear to be no great influence exerted on the New Zealand
Commnist Party by the British Commmnist Party and I think the same can be of the
Australian Commmist Party, It is true that Gaude JONES was present at the 1948
Triennial Conference, but the important decisions for re-organisation and the extended
work of the Party were made by the Meeting of the National Committee in March 1%9. At
the latter Meeting there was no important delegate representing the Australian Commmist
Party, as was the case in 1936 when SHARKEY visited here,

Contacts between Australia and New Z%aland have been few, Ronald William
Jackson HURD, a leading Party member of Australia arrived in New Zealand in 1939 to-
gether with his wife, nee Pat DEVANNEY and Douglas James MOREY. Ronald HURD and MOREY
were stated to have come here to assist in keeping the Party on a correct line, Shortly
efter their arrival both HURD and MOREY were appointed to what was then the Auckland
Provincial Committee of the Commnist Party. MOREY was somewhat of a "Yes" man for HURD,
However, in 1940 both came in for extreme censure, HURD in particular, from the Party for
their disruptive tactics, and their explusion from the Party was under serious consider-
ation, They dropped out of Party activity and returned to Australia in 1942,

Reeent contacts have been James HEALEY, President of the Australian
Waterwise Workers Federation and Rupert LOCKWOOD,

HEALEY's visit was primarily as a fraternal delegate to the 1949 Bie-
mnial Conference of the New Zealand Waterside Workers Union.

LOCKWOOD, a fluent public speaker, toured New Zealand under the auspices
of the New Zealand Peace Council, As a member of the World Peace Comittee, LOCKWOOD
was a greater advertisement for the Peace Campaign than local speakers.

Some leading members of the New Zealand Commnist Party, notably WILCOX,
SKILTON and George CARROLL, now Waikato Organiser for the Party, have been trained as
Commmist leaders at Marx House, Sydney, ‘The New Zealend Commmist Party is not suffie
iently strong numerically to support a training school such as that conducted at Marx
House and the logical thing is to send New Zealand trainees to Sytinmey because of its
comparative nearness to this country and the similerity of conditions and problems con-
fronting the Australian and New Zealand Commnist Parties,

It is significant that Sidney William SCOTT, General Secretary of the
New Zealand Commmist Party, has not been so trained. He has, however, been highly
commended by Commmist leaders outside New Zealand for his political perspicacity. It
is because of SOQTT's ability that the New Zealand Comumist Party is largely able to
play an independent role.
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This report is, in the main, historical, but only in this way was it
possible to establish that the New Zealand Commmist Party has now reached a state
of maturity, sufficient for it to take an + attitude in the World Comamist
Movement, tha+ is, independent of having any close ties with any partiailar Commnist
Party within the British Commonwealth,

For your information please,

(sga) R.Jones,

Detective Sergeant 5272.

The Superintendent,

Jintstieniianeitidiniendie
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE. ie?

 

X sol=
Special Branch,
AUCKLAND.

llth December, 1950.

REPORT of: Detective Sergeant R. JONES, No. 3272.

Relative to: Municipal Elections, 1950 - Communist Campaign.

 

I respectfully report that the Communist 1950
Municipal Election campaign was broadly speaking a half-hearted
effort, and was in marked contrast with the enthusiasm shown by
Communist Party members in the 1949 Parliamentary Elections.

Following the announcement that the Party would be
standing a majority ticket, the rank and file openly expressed
their disapproval of the decision. The general tenor of their
complaint was that the Party was in danger of being declared an
illegal Party, and while this threat prevailed it was dangerous
to expose the rank and file to open activity which would be
necessary in the organisation of public meetings, distribution of
literature and other activities connected with election campaigns.

Further, that as the Party was being reproached with
regard to the Korean war, the chances of enhancing its reputation
in an election campaign would be very slight. The expense was
therefore unwarranted.

Only one pamphlet, "Communists for Peace and
Progress", was issued during the election campaign. This pamphlet
was forwarded from this office.

Those taking part in meetings were confined to
well-known Party members. In the many reports on these meetings
which have been forwarded, it will be noted that in several
instances, the candidates themselves also acted as chairmen of the
meetings.

It would seem therefore, that the Party leaders
were influenced by rank and file opinion in this instance.

The Communist campaign in this election cannot be
entirely divorced from all parties.

The decision of Sir John ALLUM to stand as an
Independent in opposition to the official Citizens and Ratepayers
Association's official candidate, Mr. COAKLEY, resulted in splitting
the anti-Labour vote, and finally the campaign became one of
personalities. Sir John ALLUM headed the poll for the Mayoralty
with an almost absolute majority over all his opponents. The
figures were:

ALLUM 19,356
STEWART (Labour) 12,789
COAKLEY (Citizens) 6,076

9jf WILCOX (Communist) 520

D. BROPHY (Labour), who topped the list of the
unsuccessful candidates with 13,091, will be seen to have obtained
more votes than STEWART, the Labour Mayoral candidate. It seems
clear, therefore, that there was not a solid Labour vote. Many
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Labour supporters are said to have supported Sir John ALLUM.
WILCOX did not receive the support that Communist Council candidates
received, and it is possible that some Communist votes were diverted
to either ALLUM or STEWART.

Many rank and file Communists considered it a waste of
a vote to cast it for WILCOX, A further explanation of WILCOX's
low vote was given to me subject of a_
Subversive History Sheet and a member 0 e National Executive of
the Communist Party. She informed me that many Party members and
sympathisers are of the opinion that ballots for Local Body and
Parliamentary Elections are no longer secret. Particularly is this
opinion held by elderly people. They believe that ballot papers
are subsequently scrutinised by the Police to ascertain who voted
Communist. This could easily, in their view, be obtained in the
election of the Mayor, but presents a much wider field for the
election of the City Council, where there were 59 candidates seeking
election.

states: "We could always rely on at least 2,000
votes for the Communist Party in Local Body Elections in the past.
I am quite sure that the fear of Police scrutiny of ballot papers
has accounted for the low vote this time. Why, Party members and
sympathisers are even too scared to turn out to Peace meetings now,
for fear of being spotted by the "Gestapo".

tatement has been verified to a large extent
from another reliable source.

The total Communist votes cast in the 1949 Parliamentary
Elections in the city Electorates of Arch Hill, Auckland Central,
Parnell and Ponsonby was 821, i.e. 301 more than that obtained by
WILCOX in the present election.

The average Communist vote received in the present
election for the City Council was 2202.

The average vote of the successful candidates is 15,003.

The average Communist vote is 14.6% of the average
successful candidate.

Only 42.4% of the registered electors voted in this
election. As against this, there is evidence that there was no

"solid" Communist vote. The top Communist vote was received by
George Edward JACKSON, namely 2,800, while SPILLER at the bottom of
the poll received 1,523.

The average Communist vote percentage of the total number
of votes cast is 5.6%, which is a much higher percentage than that
recorded in the electorates at the 1949 Parliamentary Elections.

The average Communist vote percentage of the total
number of electors on the municipal roll is 2.4%. This figure shows
an increase of .6% on that recorded in the 1949 Parliamentary
Elections.

In my report on the 1949 Parliamentary Elections, which
was forwarded from this office on 5.12.49, I estimated, on a percent-
age basis, that there were 3,066 Communists and sympathisers in
Auckland, When it is considered that the populated suburbs of Mt.
Eden, Mt. Roskill, North Shore, New Lynn, Newmarket and Onehunga
are not included in the Electors Roll for the City of Auckland, it
would appear that the figure quoted is not exaggerated.
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Municipal Elections in my opinion are, however, too
unreliable on which to base any firm conclusions with regard to
Communist strength, there being too many extraneous influences.

There were 2 Independent candidates in the present
local body Elections, namely Richard ARMSTRONG and Ronald Edward
JONES. ARMSTRONG, who is the subject of a Subversive History Sheet,
stood for the Auckland City Council and polled 4,926 votes. He has
been active in the New Zealand Peace Council.

Ronald Edward JONES is secretary of the Auckland branch
of the Waterside Workers Union. He was nominated by his union as
a candidate for the Auckland Harbour Board. His candidature was
not accepted by the Auckland Labour Representation Committee.
JONES's sponsors were furious at this rebuff, and he subsequently
stood as an Independent. He polled 4,169 votes, as compared with
14,598 which was the lowest figure polled by a successful candidate.

Y
Leslie Frederick KIRBF, se re-elected for his second

term as a Labour Councillor to the Onehunga Borough Council. He
is identical with the person of the same name who is the subject
of a Subversive History Sheet. KIRBY has not come under notice
for some years in connection with any Communist activity. He is
not suspected in Labour Party circles of having any Communist
association.

On page 6 of the People's Voice Newspaper dated 29.11.50,
an article "Labour Lets Workers Down" is devoted to discussing the
Election.

For your information, (

FE Gh:
a

The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND. Detective Sergeant, 3272
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Citizens Hold
18Seats

MISS RATTRAY HEADS
“LIST

The Citizens and Ratepayers’ As-
sociation retained 18 of the 21 ‘seats
on the City Council. The three it lost
were taken by Labour: All the unsue-
cessful candidates saved their deposits
by gaining’ more than 10 per cent of
the votes cast for the last successful
candidate, 2
The woing tefor the individual candi-

dates is as follows, an isterisk denot-
ing a sitting member. Citizens’ Associa-

 

tion candidates are denoted by (C),
Labour by (1), Independents by (1)
and Communists by (Com).

' Successful
“Joan Ratiray (C)>.
seence Roche (C) .    

  

    

    
  

 

     

     G. Mackay (
2 Wises EaGre
pieBuiter (Ly A

Hues(aa

tt WWrute ‘) =B 1s righ

nt aeae
. Hunter

 

H. S. Barry (0). :
Atos Dodd (B) 07 18418
Pals Hyland (0) 2... 18,852
ee a “MacKay (Obikeeaies. na?

Unsuccessful 5
De pera(hy

fallagher
W. Dunean (1,
GGRies(1)

     
  

   

XN
“ G. St" Beechey.(| i

eared Wagren (LY... 12,739
‘Tronson (C)i.. 12,700

Riera GO) EReitese 2568
Conroy (LL). 12,654
S. J. Wrathall’ i) 12.603

R. Tanner (hi). . 32,600,
D. Dimend (C) ..
i«ener (DY ae ames:

S. Williams («eces Uae
“Kattorns(1). aid
Murphy (Ly.

Ae pane oe
ison’ (1):

veered: ans
Minish (Th)

G. Matthe

: :

oF A.C. Marks (1).
RL Armstrong. (1)
GY. Mullonger (1)

Niny Milburn (1)
Jackson, (Com)

.C. Blac ee re

    

   
   
  

 

    
     

  

  

?e
e
e
e

 

   

 

   
  

 

EY B. Skilton (conn
aaee (Com).
a es Com)

it* (Com),
4 (a fy e“site (Com) :

 

 
 

iano BOARD
_ CHANGES

onstitution

MR N. DONALDSON TOPS
THE POLL

‘N. Donaldson, former. vice-presi-

‘ ee ‘the Auckl bist bratcho the
erside Workers’ ign Theatied the

poll for five City.-members on the

-Auickland Harbour Board by a pomp

able margin ie CREs elaion. nel

chairman, » MeCallum, was
pe behind th Ket successful cundi-

date on the rovisional |count, with

Rasta)and leclaration: votes still ta! ‘be

conteay's Aesth was:asthe Aime stice
ership was abolished.

oceannate the new board, on,

the-provisional count, 1s:—

     

   
  

= ~ ORY: -

a Successful ' ae
#N, Donaideop (L) sry Ri

: Turaer it 36082
JAa (©) - vege |

x Hales,|OMNES 8 |
ene

oy.Fe all en ae LaibBD)

ae aefoMil ier ea

-oaernee Ga eae
Be. di

Mt. EDENMT. ‘ALBERT, MT.
OSKILL

- Feeeresatil a

aMt} tk 8.088
Unsuccessful

23Blackwell (1) 8.334  
OXPHUNGA,“NEWMARKET, ETC.

Successful
& McLennan en § : s+ 5,089,

Unsu ful
See - 4,180

ORTH SHORE BOROUGHS
“Successful

os. ‘Melling (C). (unopposed).
WAITEMATA, NEW LYNN, ETC.

Successful >
*T. A. Bishop (C) : o. 864

E aruckenstal i a

& Soweto:  _MANUKAU, OTAHUH
Successful

© OW. W. Massey (unopposed).

_ FRANKLIN, PUKEKOHE, ETC.
Successful

*= Be J..Glasgow -- -» i118
Unisuecessful

as aMurray, a : 635

HAMILTON, TE AWAMUTU, ETC.
Successful

#0, Roose” oy +. 4466

Unsuccessful
ALM Bisley. +. 1,808

WAIKATO COUNTIES, ETC,
Successfull.

   s Sutherland, MP) (unopposed),
i. J Lusty (ufidppuxed).
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ELECTORAL—No.13 —

GENERAL « UN, 1949

(30th Nov «nber)

TELEGRAPHIC RESULTS
 

 

 

PARTIES

C. Communist. 1.8.0. Independent Social Credit.
D.L. Democratic Labour. K. Kauhanganui.
i Independent. L, Labour,
LL. Independent Labour. N. National.
LL. and R. Independent Labour and Ratana. RS. Revolutionary Socialist.
I. Lib. Independent Liberal.

 

* Denotes members of last Parliament.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

| Ist and 3rd 4th bth 6th Final
Electorates. | Candidates. | Parties, Progress |Progress | Progress |Progress |Progress |Progress Results

| | Results. Results. | Results. Results. Results. Results. | %

Arch Hill .. Parry. de (Cite

(15 polling-places) Smith Boles

| Wilcox set nes

| |
Ashburton -. /*Gerard | N.

(63 polling-places.) Rose | Li

Auckland Central *Anderton ee es

(10 polling-places.) Bradley oo PON

| Jones en flea

| Mitchell BCS

Avon .. Kinzett re | N.

(26 polling-places.) |*Mathison “| L.

Awarua -. |*Herron oe)

(83 polling-places.) Pickering eo lols

Bay of Plenty .. Santon creat |e

(57 polling-places.) |*Sullivan selene

Brooklyn .. Birchfield  .. C.

(14 polling-places.) Burns N.

*Fraser 5);

Buller .. McDonald .. | N.

(119 polling-places.)/*Skinner

Central Otago .. *Bodkin . | N.

(102 polling-places.)) Rodgers ay ids

Christchurch Cent’l |*Macfarlane .. L.

polling-places.) Marlow oie NS

Ostler ilnOs
     
 

+ searches Vaneb Ein OEEom ntA irs
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| Ist | 2nd 3rd | 4th 5th 6th | Final
Electorates. | Progress Progress Progress | Progress Progress Progress | Renulte

: Results. Results, Results. Results. Results. Results. -

Clutha L. = 3 Bis)eeees cleISOs

(76 polling-places.) N. ¥ hy eeneee peasa oS Se ee__|e133

| |
Dunedin Central L, eaSMA i et]Ae | BiTsetnee

(22 polling-places.) | N. a | Le El BERLM

|
Eden Ly 2 EIU es ee die [ie pS EEE

|
(13 polling-places.) |*Fortune N. a a /z as EyeBC qo ep |1g

| |

Egmont . *Corbett N. Ml Tt wT SBF Pea se Pinar | re ree F653

(55 polling-places.) L. Ao oes ee —|—— } is | Atl Ste

| | | “pian
Fendalton Teib. |_|}____|___}__ | _ £69

(22 polling-places,) |*Holland N. re = : af Bes Ai ie __ | £362
| | ape= OOA wage

Franklin » |*Massey N. ue SS ae a Yo | | _| 9634
|

(48 polling-places.) L. eee eae pe +ut alta Ble
|

| | | | a
Gisborne . | Dudfield Reha ee ar ee __| Foses
(71 polling-places.) | Keeling L. ‘ -= — = ' eee -_————_ -Be =D S34

Grey Lynn N. | ut mes st ha Ne | zm aota |sg

(16 polling-places.) *Hackett L. | eients Piatra icv Ty chee heap: = oa as 71362

| D.L. pins bees |2Ae Mi 5 | _eh| | | i
|

Hamilton Ti Seals | Rahs SES el pena! | |60u49

(16 polling-places.) |*Ross N. ise Sty WAaia|x —alien 33 eo

| |

Hastings . |*Cullen Te L a Se ra | Pieters, Rca 69¢3

(28 polling-places.) N. | = ————-} — —_, eS jeSe LIES
; _ ——

Hauraki | L. } t lB weed a ee ee eee Jk G2e \USEE

(73 polling-places.) /*Sutherland IN pay Me alee presse Si eeea 54rS _£6

/

Hawke’s Bay | L. | a [ am: Hel —|— anise i |497bey

(111 polling-places.) N. pe eTieeeASeee =ap N | | | \24oG
( i

Hobson ae Lane L. ets | ss aan) a 4AL2

(113 polling-places,}*Sinith | N. ates —— eet =a _|_GAEO

|

Hurunui N. | — ie eee aeae eee NEES Dik

(61 polling-places.) Smith [L. an) BS ts ESEZ _ D417
' : , ;

Hutt N. pannel aie a aeDees we | $80
(15 polling-places.) |*Nash +a fale pas ndNT | a [sarees | | / 23

_| ns. | ! | | L1OO;
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| { i 7

Ist 2nd 8rd 4th | 5th 6th Final
Electorates. Candidates. Parties. | Progress Progress Progress Progress Progress Progress | Rocuits

| Results. Results. Results. Results. Results. Results. °
 

Invercargill ..» Denham ee

 

(31 polling-places.) |*Hanan asf RING

Island Bay ++ Childs dail ONS

(17 polling-places.) |*McKeen So udae

Smith ae HC

 

Karori .. *Bowden se. HEN

(17 polling-places.) |Harris
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lyttelton +. Beauchamp .. N.

(45 polling-places.) |*McCombs se Ds

Manawatu ++ [fOram ce eNe |

(60 polling-places.) Rodgers eae |

| |

Marlborough =... |*Shand acl Ns | —_ | z |

(82 polling-places.) Wilson | dah «s | ete t eae | = ig SIP9

Marsden .. /*Murdoch sel tNG | eet Z 2 se E144
} i} —

(67 polling-places.) Ross 2) Di a 7 pfyess <vesaeee _F470

|
Miramar + |Semple Sree en erica Beers Ta mal Eis | peeseeeea AUS

(14 polling-places.) Stanton mee Ce i ers Kn 2 | pees ; bsaire Se
| |

< | | | |
Taylor ee N tie ss — post] [eases2107

| | | | | | |
Mornington -. Hannan ee Os x - u JP pS eee | ls 2 og

|
a

: | | % ig
(23 polling-places.) |*Hudson 33) La i eee ee eee ESSdeaeeSR

Stephens... N. re arvigetel eee ae | ei99)
 

 

 

 

 

1 1_ ;

Mount Albert .. *Freer Tee A (EE euYE omeas = _| 7299

(15 polling-places.) Judson spe the = haGs ee | a anne f = 6364

3 | j

Mount Vietoria .. Hyde erly allem 2 El ann Sash} a Geb
| |

(13 polling-places.) |*Marshall a o | | i j i £st2

Seddon sat] das a L seees Fes | ——; a | a 7H

| | |
Napier . Armstrong .. L. mn ® Ree eee|i eaten eee N72

(27 polling-places.) Brown seHpee pai need ee ays ae ca ceot SfAASRe ees

| Cummins oa Deh. tit fleets Fi een ge tt t . 2 events] DEES

| Tucker co [ 6463

 

  
 

i

Nelson . Marshall ../E, a. Pal,ooSoReal y 5FOB,
(29 polling-places.) |*Neale Sella a arere 

\ /

New Plymouth .. *Aderman eRe. xe [ioral 2a otis:anand|

Parker onal ay ac | 6 133 
 

   
(32 polling-places.)
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| | Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th Final

Electorates. Candidates. | Parties. Progress Progress Progress Progress Progress Progress Hesules
Results. Results. Results. Results. Results. Results. 7“

North Dunedin .. | Brickell |x. Te sae sali ao sew fh ae
(28 polling-places.) Marston c. ————|— otal L ale Pie es Se ae |109

*Walls Te | ies! Ais Nee ae iS _lze¢e

North Shore Eyre N. hele Pane [ Berd yen eo |2e38

(17 polling-places.) |*Finlay L. | ie [ee pliers Es oe eae GY!
|

| | | | | a
Oamaru Hayman N, cm Par aeSeay |S8 =) eS Se ey = | lzeeps

(56 polling-places.) |*Nordmeyer L. i [Dna aeee je loqal

Onehunga Coates N ee ES tate Ro aE b ee) dow
| -

15 polling-places.) |* Osborne | PDE (Eset) = __ | G25(15 polling-places.) borne | ———— | 198

. . 3 |Stanley Cc. — —— = of £

|

Onslow . Combs L. oe CSN — { weias, URE |ne P39

(34 polling-places.) Meadowcroft N. I PW es pe See ee soy 24b4

Bee (hee Pe eet eee Pace
(26 polling-places.) Gotz N. SS i 4 23) Sis oa |8449S

Otaki .. Capstick Th ws Ee ka ee | ches | 1 S1GG

(43 polling-places.) |*Maher N. [ees Ie ateoeee col eS Ee GFHO
i

; ,

Pabiatua . *Holyoake | N. Eases Py ee Lerer| abe mis ae _| came £663
| —

(104 polling-places.)| O'Leary x | L. ERE ay:eae | SantSei mal = AISE

|
Palmerston North Tennent N. (oda 2 a we |736E

| | =
(18 polling-places.)|*Wilson L. a -}= | Pes 2s bE9C

| | ass
Parnell . (Rae... N. = = - eae en | = cae _e293

(20 polling-places.) Schramm L. ss oI nash PROG reas eeBAGS

| Smith ¢. — eae z t — pideSL

|

Patea .. Finer é | ok I Tee 3 SANT Se=|Oi96T
|

(54 polling-places.) |*Sheat N. } aks a: |__| : _|-2¢02

Petone Croft N. s p= ORES ee aS: Saal ‘ | alent |sree,

(14 polling-places.) |*Moohan L. bs oF z ets es leet pe!Deez

fs | |
| Quinn HeSa aioe ToS _——— a|2Or?7

| | |

Piako .. . *Goosman N * te tS ee! ee tadPeSSP

|
(41 polling-places.) Kenah L. i je| ++ __|$333

Ponsonby Jamieson Telith erg eeeaeeaeEeaes Nb
| =

(18 polling-places.) Kingston N, acre eee bites PES oe EE esLORONE

*Macdonald L. ; ie erie -| THs?

* | Smith slic: sa ia | | | | | 1440  
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Ist 2nd 8rd 4th Sth 6th Final
Electorates. Candidates. Parties. | Progress | Progress Progress Progress Progress Progress | Results.

| Results. | Results. Results. Results. Results. Results.

ete 2. SAPa ee er ——-)- 7: ae Ta hs ah? ne | aeSa ™

Raglan . |*Baxter L. pee SS offs TR Fe 28s 1 |

(60 polling-places.)| Johnstone .. N. pape SON ete tenes Ly - — —- We24b

Rangitikei De Malmanche..| L. idee ra ae a8 - outs Jee
(72 polling-places.) *Gordon shine a $$ | |__| | = _|¥le

ae:Remuera . |RAlgic N, ee eeeeee ee oSSS

| |(16 polling-places.) Watt Ss ee ais sate = | PIG))

Ricearton Lake N. Sette : fe [iN 5 are
(34 polling-places.) |*McLagan L. pad Foe BASSEOE a ae as PES.

| Taylor CG sD a Pee | a es £ _| foe

|

Rodney Leaming L. ey fee seats Sete Se ete | 2OPO
|

(74 polling-places.) |}*Webb N. er fat ae SS | PL2E

Roskill Freeman L. ros bees ed, peer Le aes $959

(19 polling-places.) |*Langstone LL. pine urtn, 40S : at ae | LOG)

Rae .. N. bs = raat] Ae) fiat = SaaS 25>

' 7 \

St. Albans Manning L. SeeNEE aE es oe eee |6193.

(20 polling-places.) |*Watts N. a >. [eet Sos = JU Se DBAS.

St. Kilda . |*Jones Ti pie eer] lee} aires [S509 na 73/0.

(23 polling-places.) Lyon N. pidAteveie UIE ae [Bs SME he = ae 6279

Selwyn . "McAlpine N. putes frie fe _ Sade

(60 polling-places.) Sharp L. Peed ae Lis bet oo ETE

Sydenham . |*Howard L. peal)tee aae __ |Faub

(15 polling-places.) Moody Lee = = = —~ 5605_

Tamaki Halstead N. flee Se STiy ROee
(33 polling-places.) Jordan L8.C, ee ene j_——__—_ 1SERRE

*Skinner L. sited on pee |S eeLN pa a7269

Tauranga . |*Doidge N. te = Pree ree —_ |2330

(52 polling-places.) Pickett en po ee a A7397

Timaru . {*Carr L. ese me Lee ee aes ae mae TL

(30 polling-places.) Lockington on el at -——— ere ee en|63232

Waikato Burfitt ip & | u lee | 3499
(62 polling-places.) |*8im .. N. a acaiha a8 Phd2

|
Waimarino . |*Kearins L. | z BUG.

142 polling-places,)| MacPherson .. N. i | SEZILae
ar       
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Ist 2nd | 3rd 4th Sth 6th Final
Electorates. Candidates. Parties. Progress Progress Progress Progress Progress Progress Results

Results. Results. Results. Results. Results. Results. 4

ae ean ee ne ee | eave F—____+ 4 -—__+.____

Waimate a | Dayison L. Le ie: | | V} S699

Hayes IS.C. AaSeLac ‘ap LSaaa

(84 polling-places.) |* Kidd Ne

Wairarapa Cooksley N.

(52 polling-places.) Hansen L. |

Waitakere Jackson C, ;

(34 polling-places.) |*Mason L.

Tapper N. t ik

| |

Waitomo . |*Broadfoot N. s | a |eae

104 polling-places.) |Kitts Ti i | | é | ce pent lt Eee

| ioctl omWallace Freeman L, re ea” | —___|______ BELLE

(90 polling-places.) |*Macdonald Ne f | — eewitt Se

| | |
Wanganui . |*Cotterill L. es Be Dee | iat TEB3I6

|
(20 polling-places.) O'Keeffe N. Eeyore eet a ibe ———— 6317.

{

Wellington Central Appleton N. pepecee Sa aes ek STaieARtal 4HSo03

(13 polling-places.) |*Chapman L, te | Z | ees as au _[se9R

| | |
Westland . Kent TH SSN Ee eteea z aPeea __FOZ.

| | | |
(84 polling-places.) Mitchell ct | p2-|Bomroan ML 2h

O'Regan N :Rt inaRNl1ap lige’ JAE
 

350/11/49—11420]

Qtr Gram Sovrtetin 4.

Oelis AEoe z

Western Maori: I, M. Ratana (L.).)
9069; HH. Marumarn (Nj; 2752; R.
Amohanga (1.), 118; ° HL "ft. Hovell

1 iN. Matthews (1), 326;
athangauni), 219; R. M.
(Demy "Lab.), 115; T.

2; W. W. Wararaua (1.),
Wirihana (1.), 802. Infor-
Majority for Ratana, 6317.
on election “night majority

   

    

Jibali,

Onan

 

  

   

“op.U Lo
G AraCl

give: i
Northern Maori

T. P. Paikea (L) 5841
J.T. Henare (N 3812
M. Otene (L) 93
P. Tuwhare (K) 30

Informal 127

Majority for Paikea ... 2029

BHO

Ww. 23

Zz cee.

FATIG

Mr Paikea’s election night majority is |
increased by 17.
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7th pecember, 2949.

i. OTL{ ARTY ; zi
Dib2UsitNOVEMRsLOND»

jOUDEREPREuae

I om forwording the following informetion concerning tho
Communist Porty in the Genoral Election held here on the 30th Movember
as it will probably be of genoral interest to you ond your steff.

The Communist Party candidates contested sixteen constituencios
ot the Generel lection oe compered with three in 1946. ‘The everago
result for the Comunist candidates wes no better than thet which wos
expericnced in the General Hlection held in November, 196. In foot
helaintone favoured the Communists in tho recent Nlection than that

n °

The total votes polled by Comnanist condidates in the sixteen
constituencies wos 5,267, wheross the provisional count, excluding
ebsentee, postal anf seomen’s votes, shows that 193,138 votes wore cast
in those clectorates,

In 1946 in three constituencics the Communist candidates
polled o total of 1,135 votes fram o provisionel totel of 35,912 votes.

The Netionol Orgeniser of the New Zeolem Communist party, lir
V.G.Uileox, woe the Comunist Perty candidate for the Arch [112
constituency and he polled 321 votes. In 1946 he was the candidate for
the porty in the come constituency and polled 534 votes.

I hove otteched o schedule showing the votes of ol) tho
condidetes in the constituencios in which a momber of the Communist
Party wos o candidste.

HE
oy of Security Intelligence.

(7 
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“Gramek Gn Sek St
2 VeWileox (c) ece eve

Majority for Porry coe eee

(Leadour majority 1946: 6,585)

2 pabpoonogi coo eee

raeseumeenlate) 32; 3h
H.KeJones (I) eee eo9

Mojority for Anderton «ee

(Lebour majority 1946: 3,478)

BROOKLYTY

© P.¥raser (1) eee coe
Mre AeBurns (I ooo °

>are Suenos dey it
Mejority for Fraser «oe eee

(Labour majority 1946: 3,935)

STCHURCH
® Roil, (i) eos eso
K.d.llarlow ie eco eee

jp Meds OBtlor ” ooo coo

Majority for Macfarlone eee

(Lebour majority 1946: 4,420)

*Reenetolas(mS
V.ToLeMarston (GC) eee ooo

Majority for Wells eee ooo

(Labour majority 1946; .1,630)

PAGO 2 evccees 
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ASLAMD

© R,MieKkeen (u) coo
Te. m) ooo

\ ReSmith (c) seo

Majority for McKeen oo

(Labour mjority 1946:

SIRAWAR
® Resemple (L

N, ooo

2 Crimeytorts ) eoo

Majority for Semple oo

(Labour majority 1946:

© W.Aeliudson en) eco
GeMeCe (8) cee ons

2p odeHonnon ooo one

Majority for tudeon oo ovo

eee

eco

oce

eoo

(Ledour majority 1946: 1,845)

QEEHUNGA

® ‘GsOsborne Sak Sas

ReeCoates,(8) oo -
Majority for osborne eos

(Labour majority 1946: 3,424)

22RGLL

* DeMeRee (1) coe
P. W. Schrana (L. eee
ire L.R. Smith (Cc) ooo

Majority for Rae cee ove

(MNetional majority 1946: 206) 
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© MeMoohan (L) ooo eee
MPs ( ooo eee

PrAcQuinn (C eee coo

Majority for Moohan ooo

(Labour majority 1946; 4,019)

© ReMacdoneld %, ooo

wr {Prab)
CF Heamath (CG) ese

Majority for Macdonald

(Labour majority 19463

° thie ose
aaiake coo

df R,Taylor ooo

Majority for McLagan

(Labour mojority 1946:

aoe eoo

Majority for Mason o.

(Lebour majority 1946s

SESELAND
° J.BeKent ( ooo

PJ. 0' TT eee
2 RelMaothogsn (2) eco

Majority for Kent ooo eso

see known
Tabour majority 10h?"1947 by-election: 2,022)

 

Sitting Member.
Labour. 

Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



08.

NEW ZEALAND POLICE
=—

 

Please se
attached,
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Special Branch,

5 December 1949,

REPORT of Detective Sergeant R.Jones No. 3272

relative to COMMUNIST PARTY ELECTION CAMPAIGN (1949) - Review
of.

I respectfully submit the following review of
the Communist Party campaign in Auckland in connection with
the 1949 General Elections.

The Communist Party did not stand any candidates
in the 1988 and 1948 General Hlections. In 1943 (a war time
election) the whole of the Communist Party organisation was
behind the Labour Government and many of its members functioned
on Labour Party Wlection Committees, While admitting many
weaknesses in Labour's policy, the Communist Party regarded
the return of a Labour Government as most desirable.

In 1946 the Communist Party sought an electoral
understanding with the Labour Party. In seeking a conference
with the Labour Party to discuss this matter Alexander DRENNAN,
then chairman of the NZ Communist Party, stated that his party
was considering contesting the elections in order to place its
independent views before the people of the Dominion. A
conference of the Communist Party had decided that the Party
was resolved to again work with intense earnestness for the
return of the Labour Government and this decision, it was
stated, would be acted upon whether or not there was a closer
understanding, official or unofficial, between the Communist
Party and the Labour Party. The extent of direct Communist
participation in the elections, it was further stated, would
be extremely limited and it would not in any way jeopardise
the Labour Government's return,

When a remit asking for the joint conference was
put to the Federation of Labour conference in June 1946, it
was lost by 141 votes to 81, The National Executive of the
Labour Party also rejected the proposal for a joint meeting
between the two parties.

The Communist Party stood three candidates in
1946 in the following electorates, - Arch Hill, Island Bay, and
Christchurch Central. Its slogan was "Return 77 Labour and
3 Communist candidates",

In the 1946 election, less than eighteen months
after World War II, the Communist Party were still basking in
the reflected glory of the legend of “our grand and gallant
soviet Allies", There is no doubt that the Communist Party
then had the confidence and support of a fair number of
working people, Further, its influence in the Trade Union
movement was strong. Most of the militant unions in Auckland
had Communist leadership and the Executive of the Auckland
Trades Council was almost entirely comprised of Communists,

For the 1949 General Elections the Communist Party
faced an entirely different situation. The open antagonism
of Labour leaders to the Communist Party gradually led to the
defeat of Communist leadership in the militant trade unions
and Auckland Trades Council, The role of the Soviet Union
in the international sphere and the possibilities of a thira
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2. (03
world war also mitigated against the mana of the Communist Party.

In 1949 no electoral understanding was sought by
the Communist Party with the Labour Party. In an official
statement on its relations with the Labour Government the
Communist Party declared that in all main respects the National
and Labour Parties were identical and that the Communist Party
constituted the only working class opposition to capitalist
policies.

The statement continued "We still pursue a united
front policy both from below and on top. A united front with
the New Zealand Labour Party is inconceivable, Our paths today
diverge and no united front is possible with these top leaders,
but we pursue the united front continuously with the rank and
file and with honest and progressive men and women in various
positions both inside and outside the Labour Party. The
treachery of the Labour Governmant compels ts to expose it ;
although we know that many workers have not yet realised the
extent of its treachery and hence continue to support it",

The keynote of the Communist Party election campaign
was to carry out the strongest possible independent Communist
Party campaign, firstly, in the electorates where candidates
were standing and secondly, in every electorate where there were
Communist Party branches, members or supporters.

The Communist Party stood 16 candidates in all, six
of which were in Auckland, and in addition gave some measure of
support to the Independent candidates, Mr.¥rank LANGSTONE (Roskill)
and Mr,John Alexander LEN (Grey Lynn).

In January 1949 the Communist Party opened a fund
known as the "SOLIDAHITY FUND", On 20,3.49 this fund was re-
named the "ELECTION FIGHTING FUND" and the objective was to raise
£10,000, The last total published in the People's Voice news-
Paper dated 80.11.49 shows that a total of £9,126/38/4d had been
received, while from a reliable source it was learnt that £12, 000
in pledges had been promised and £8,000 in cash had been paid in. |

In former campaigns for funds it had been the practive
of the Communist Party to publish the names of subscribers and in
this way the names of many new Party members wepe learnt. During
the present campaign, almost without exception, individual
donations were not recorded, - only the amounts paid in by bhe
respective branches being published.

One of the reasons for this is no doubt because the
Communist Party in New Zealand, as well as in other parts of the
kmpire, fear that they will be declared an illegal party and are
therefore preparing to work as an underground movement. Some
further corroboration of this was gained when it was reported
from a reliable source that the Party during the election campaign
intended to use for open activity only those members who were
well known to the Police. This practive was carried out and few
new members were learnt at this office as a result of the
election campaign,

William George WAKELEY, who is Auckland organiser for
the Communist Party was to have been the election organiser. How-
ever he was laid off as a result of an ulcerated duodenum, He
was replaced by Gordon Harold ANDERSEN, known as Bill ANDERSON,
a member of the Auckland District Committee,

 

A large number of leaflets, copies of which have been
forwarded from this office, were delivered to householders and at
meetings. Sticker and poster campaigns were organised in the
electorates and in regard to this Roy STANLEY and John Robert
FRENCH (Stanley's organiser) were prosecuted on 24.11.49 under
the Post and Telegraph Aet for sticking posters on telegraph poles.
Both defendants were convicted and discharged. Some leaflets
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were distributed through the post.

In 1946 the cost of printing for the Communist

election campaign amounted to £260, In 1949 the election

literature was printed almost entirely by ie Forward Press,
which is owned by the Communist Party.

House to house canvassing and job and factory meetings
met with little success.

Communist Party meetings were advertised over the

Commercial Broadcasting Station 1ZB and in the New Zealand Herald
newspaper, The proprietors of the Auckland Star r aper

refused to a¢cept advertisements in connection with the election
campaign or to report any meetings.

Following a precedent set up in 1946 Communist
candidates were not granted time on the air to expound their
policy.

Several resolutions of protest at the ban imposed on
the Communist Party by the "Press'' and Government radio were
passed at many election meetings.

A supporting protest came from a number of "progressives
in Auckland and this was published on 15.11.49 in the form of
a letter to the Editor of the Auckland Star newspaper. Those
signing the original document were A -

John Alexander LEE, publisher, mE candidate for Grey Lynn;
Waurice George LEE, Tutor, Workers EducationAssociation;
Archibald Joseph Charles FI artist, Auckland

Willis Thomas Goodwin AIREY, Associate Professor (University);
Worman Vasey DOUGLAS, trade union etoreatt Auckland;
Ronald Allison Kels MASON, poet and journalist; Auckland;
Frank LANGSTONE, candidate for Roskill;,
Arthur Rex Dugard FAIRBURN, tutor, Devonport;
A, Hall SKSLTON, barrister and solicitor; Auckland;
Trevor John Patrick POTTER, trade unten Secretary, Auckland,

On 28.11.49 it was announced in the ople's Voice
sewennted that the following persons had added their signatures :

Lincoln ee (W.B.A) nw
hn ROBERTS (President enceR ‘Counei1), ;

T.ALPERS; barr ij
3 GRANT, secretary Treid. nei:

iG A,HOLMES, theatre proprie eee es
CW.COLLINS, Teeries) tory Nahe
L.H. BOOTH, pa er, aie oie 5

Doctor R.3aALLEN , professor ofese
W.ROSENBERG, Lecturer of Economics, — . i
Pd, ALLEY, lecturer of Engineering, i Fea
E.GKILPATRICK, Secretary Freezing’Pteugene

: The Communist Party electionpr anme was published
les Voice newspaper dated 19.10. s together with

the photographs of 15 candidates. The photograj 4
candidate rnington) was published in the people’a Voice
newspaper dated 9.11.49. ef

eewere ned as foLtows. 3

Victor George WILCOX
AUCKLAND. CENTRAL
John James MITCHELL
ONEHUNGA
Roy STANLEY
PARNELL
Lillian Rita SMITH 
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PONSOBY
Henry Mornington SMITH

 

84 :s a LBB

In addition there was the anentue meeting held in
_the Town Hall ConcertChamber on 19.10.49 and the meeting in

the main Town Hall on 21.11.49,

For. the most partthe meetings were orderlyand
Communist speakers did not meet the opposition which was so
noticeable eS the Conscription referendum campaign.

} The following motor vehicles were used in the
pommeDta election campaign :-

Adelaide WILCOX, mother of Viewer George WILCOX,
dames Sydney WILLIS, — "
Myrtle Rose RAIT,
Auckland Carpenters and pedmens Union,
vghn,BrenehennTAYLOR

NZ Cpenesseeand siaiscnscantor
15-718 Joseph Graham ROBERTS, —

oeted the above-named registered owners of motor vehicles,
ise ROBERTS have not previously come under notice,

ries will be rege with a vi ag issuing Subversive

ly supplied wie benzinefor the
was seen around une Booedon election

Gordon Harold ANDERSEN.
Constance Miriam BARTON

, lfred |
George Hdward MeWE
Herman NUNES,

Joseph Graham ROBERTS
RobertSMALL,

j coePe‘WILE i
Richard Charles WOLF,

Th above-named chairmen are well known, except Kobert
SMALL, who has not previously come under notice at this office.
Further enquiries are being made regarding SMALL with a view
to issuing a Subversive History sheet, 
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json BROAD,
indley: EWEN,

Erlen Kenn sae
Homa Florence COTTL

 

      

   

   

   

  

   
  

     

  

 

  

   

  

   

  
   
  
   

 

   

   

  

 

  

    
 

Francis FINAN,
Esther FREEMAN, Henry iM
Olive Bennett.Young GREGORY, Douglas Bruce |
JohnMA LE, Douglas Murdoch

Brian AL pert

Wiriam Bridelia SOLJAK, t
Wilien‘Branéis WakiDanie, Prank WESTON.

+ ; ; ally these are well known and ‘Subversive Hist :
Bie Tay sheets have been issued in each instance. 7

‘mee Aeéisting as voluntary helpers at the various—
; : boothson election day the Fotowingwere noted :- :

he x he ae

ais _ Brice Charles ARNOLD,
se Arthur COLLINS
i, Mary. Black DILLON,

bie : John DICKSON,

 

Js EstherFREEMAN, :
‘* Minnie Lavinia’ Cc. S.JACKSON-THOMAS Hlerenes:Bey GENT,
aes Brian Albert OLLERENSHAW, Tudor Guy PETERSON,
xk; : Peter Paul PURDUE, Joseph Sylvester RARFERTY,
4 Alexander George RAIT, George (Dick) RICHARDS, —

Thomas Leslie RICHARDS, Francis Edward PINKER,
Joyce Maimie STANEEN, Helen Jane scons

AlL eheee are wenr known, excepti . Art ur
? Further enquiries willbe made with aview to isst

sive History sheet, Four other persons were als
the booths but they were unknown to me and have not been
identified, ‘ Guay

 

The results of the election and figuresfor
comparison pupposesare : 3fee

be? ARCH ETLL,

Electors on roll ‘oie 12, 754
a Total voted oe is 164

f Communist votes ae 321 ;
ih Communist %of total votes cast .. 2.88% ue
ir Communist @ of electors on roll .. e 2.53%

S
p
e
e

In 1946 the Communist percentage.of e
rollwas 2.01%. In 1946 the Communist percenhag E
numberof votes cast was 4.22%. There would appear tc
of 1,5% in the number of Communist votes.  
1,143 registered}woters, and as in other electorates the“Eshour
majority was reduced,

In 1946 the Labour majority was .
In 1949 the Labour Majority was.
Communist % of Labour majority194 8 =
Communist. #9 abour majority 1949. — 6.56
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, cast
roll

/ majority   ONEHUNGA

Electors. on roll
Total voted
Communist otes i

 

PARNELL

Electors on roll
Total voted
Communist votes
conn ~ of total votes cast

t_@ of electors on roll
1 1949 no ‘Labour jority,

528 onby National LY.
1949 eyeavionatemajorityi eased by

 

  

  

  

PONSONBY

Electors on roll «
Total voted
Communist votes
Communist of total votes cast
Communist % of electors on roll
1946Labour maj ority,
1949, Labour majority
1949Communist @ of Labour majority

WATTASH
Electors onroll
Total voted|
Communist votes
Communist %@ of total votes cast
‘Communist % of electors on roll
1946 Labourmajority
1949 Labour najority
1g49 Communist @ ofLabour majority

 

 

The total number of Communist votes cast ntlthe,
six Auckland electorat was 1214, or an verage :
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r 1p
these two electorates the Communist Party would have tried
thei? strength in these two electorates, Communist Party
branches function at Mount Albert, North Shore, Otahuhu,
Orakei (Tamaki and Remuera elettorates) and Eden-Roskill.

If the average of 219 is allowed for all 14 Auckland
electorates we have a total of 3,066 or almost one in every
hundred of the total population of this city who are possibly
sympathetic towards the Communist Party.

The total number of registered voters in Auckland at
the present time is 200,077. If the figure of 3,066 can be
taken as a reasonable figure, and I think it can, of the measure
of support the Communist Party can command, this represents
1.53 of the total voting strength of Auckland,

 

PARTY MEMBERS and sympathisers in 1927 numbered ats 98PARTY MEMBERS and sympathisers in 1938 numbered oe 285S.H SHEETS held for Party members 1949 numbered ve 500Support for Communist Party as
disclosed from voting in oe 1949 numbered «+ 3,066

On Hlection night the leader of the CommunistParliamentary candidates, Victor George WILCOX, when thankinghis supporters from radio station 1Z2B, stated, "We are elatedwith the result,” On the figures shown above it may beconsidered that there is some ground for WILCOX's optimism,

The organisation and Communi st propaganda tn thiscampaign met with a fair measure of success, While urban seatswere responsible for a swing to National, a slight movement isdetected to the extreme Left. This is most noticeable inWAITAKERE where the Labour majority was reduced by 1981 votesin a total of 15,028. It was in this electorate that GeorgeKdward JACKSON, a fruit farmer by occupation, scored thehighest number of votes received by a Communist candidate, ‘Ths -electorate is best described as part working class and partsmall farmer,

Following this election finance will not be soreadily forthcoming and economies will therefore have to be madein Communist Party administrative costs, It seems likely thatsome of the paid funetionaries, the number of which was increasedthis year, will be the first to BO.

Sunday meetings held by the Communi st Party in MyersFark were discontinued during the election campaign and thereis every possibility of the Party going into recess until theNew Year,

For your information, oD. fe,

bt ape ¥ a,The Superintendent of P. Wi
h Pp olice,

AUCKLAND, Detective Sergeant
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Ey Smit
V; Wilcox (

Majority, for Parry .. 3865LAbONEtajorlty>1646: 6586)
ASHBURTON,

*R. G. Gerard iw)
Rose a)

Majorils for Gerard’. 2331
National majority 1946; iss
AUCKLANDCENTRAL.

*W. T. Anderton (L.)
Li 1G. Bradley NY
J. J. Mitchell ion
HK. Jones (1)...

Majority for Anderton .
(Labour majority 1946:

AVON,

*J. Mathison (L.)
N. Kinzett (N.) .

Majority for Mathison
Gabour tnajority, 147

Atean

*G. R. Herron (N,) PS 7502
NEG: Pickering (Ai $429

Majority for Herron... 9073
(National majority 1946: 2588.)

BAY OF PLENTY.

ne Sullivan (N.) ..
T. G. Santon () ..

Majority, for Sullivan
(National majority 1946; tsi)

BROOKLYN.

*P. Fraser (L.) .
ae a Burns (N.)”

! Birchfield (C.) 5:
Majority for: Fraser .
(Labour majority 19:

aie

8319
4952

F, Skinner (L, a
P.E. MeDpnald”levies
Majority for Skinner. .._ 1084
(Labour majority 1946: 2912.)

CENTRAL OTAGO,
OW. A. Bodkin (N.)
TAD Rogers (L.)
Majority for Bodicin
(National majority 1946;00)
CHRISTCHURCH CENTRAL.

SRMMaotarTane. (1s)
larlow CN.)

5 Ba oe “Oatiee (CG) a

Majority for Macfarlane .
(Labour majority 1946;

CLUTHA.

"J. A. Mol. Roy (N.)., ..
w. E. Keenan) (hi) .. 4. 4s

Majority for Ro; . 3012
are oFNy, 1946; 2140.)

DUNEDIN CENTRAL. —
P. G, Connoll: yaa)

‘Db, Murdoch® G

Majority for een
Labour majority, 1946; 2000.)

DUNEDIN NORTH.

TIAT
4129

«3508
44201)

ee

Bs Walla: (0)
RG. Brickell Gy).
J. 1, Marston (C,) ..

Majority for Walls .
(Labour majority 1946; 1630)

EDEN,
ae H. Fortune (N.) «ss
Pp. turran (Ly. 05. 26

6494
4544

Majority for Fortune... 1950
Navona majority 1946; 1281.)

EGMONT.

Corbett (N,) 6.
B, Richisonet (LD) es yee oe

Majority for Corbett .
GNational majority 1946: “900

FENDALTON,

G. Holland (N.)
~ RT. Newman. (L,),
J. Gilmour (1Lib.)

Majority for Holland...
(National majority 1946; 008)

FRANKLIN.

+ gar
3840

71568
8957,
519

AS, N. Massey (N,) 7: 9007
J. Parsons i) s, 25 2)Sees
Majority for Masse: 545
(National majority 1946; “4028,)

GISBORNE.
R.A. Keeling (L.)
\# Dudhiela (N.)

jority for. Peeling
bour majority 1946; dus)

Grey LYNN,

fajority for Hackett
(Labour ocate 194

HAMILTON.

"Mrs, G. H. Ross (N.) 6926
J, Granville (L.) .. 5503

Majority for Mrs. Ross 1423
(National majority 1946: 327.)

HASTINGS.

§. I. Jones (Na o
EH, GG, Ciilien’ (L.) +.

Majority for Jones. .
(Labour majority 1946: isa

HAURAKL

“A. 8. Sutherland ND
P. Peacock (L) .: .

Majority for Sutherland . 3690
(National majority. 1946: 2801.)

HAWKE'S BAY.

*G. G. E, Harker (N.)
| HOES Beattie (.) ..

Majority for Harker .
(National niajority 1946: mis

Rete:

*S. W. Smith (N, 8708
Tie sane ey ee SO4L

Majority for Smith . 4767
(National, majority 19467 3580.)

HURUNUL

iH Gillespie (N.) -
J. Smith (i). oaks

Majority for Gillespie 2347
(National majority 1946: 1440.5

7193
6428

8038
4348)

7836
4530

“Ww. 7387
AD 5040

i (L.) *
Hen‘Heatley (N)

F. Simpson (Re

Majority for Nasi
(Labour majorityPoi: 2507.)
aaa,

it2h Hanan (N.
MiG, Denham (i) «:

Majority. for Hanan ..
(National majority 1946: aoa?

ISLAND BAY.
aA ene (L.),

Childs (N.)
g Smith (CD).

Majority for McKeen 2505
(Labour majority 1946: 3058.)

KARORI.
*C, M. Bowden (N.) .. ..
Ma BoHuri (o) so.
Majority for Bowden 3130

Ye WNational majority 1946:2942.)
LYTTELTON,

. H, McCombs (L.)
R. R! Beauchamp (N.)
Majority for McCombs
(Labour majority 1046;

MANAWATU.
“MH Qram (N)
B.A. Rodgers (L.).. :
Majority for Oram .. .. 3191
(National majority 1948; 2467.)

MARLBOROUGH.
“1, P, Shand (N.) 0...
3. H. Wilton (Ly...
Majority for Shand ..
(National majors 1046!" 71709

MARSDEN.
*ALE. Murdoch (N) ..
D. L. Ross (L, 510s
"Majority for Murdoch... 3115
(National majority 1046; 2140)

MIRAMAR,
*R. Semple (L.) .
GC. H. Taylor (N.)
K Stanton (C.)

71657
5409

94

6084

: an

7091
5488

be

8218

6619
5422
215

1197
1482.)

rity for Semple ..
cane majority198

eeeSe

ae Hudson
ONC. Stephens(5:ie
J. J; Hannon (€,)

Halontos, Hudion aso
(Labour majority 1946;

MOUNT ALBERT.

*W.UW, Breer (I) v5) 3. ve
R, F. Judson (Ni) .. 2. ee

Majority for Freer 918
abour majority1047 by-election:

6838
5920,

MOUNT VICTORIA.

"J. R. Marshall. (N.
N. a Seddon (L.)
W. J. Hyde (1) ..

Majority for Marshall .
(National majority 1046; ‘nD

NAPIER,
*A. B: /Avmatrong (0W. Tucker (Ny
Gees (LG). peste for Armstrong -

ourGaboursmarorlty, 194

74.

| “E. P. Aderman (N.)

|

 

NELSON.
“E.R. Neale (N.)
RG. A Mawvail GL):
Majority for Neale .
National ‘majority 1046: 583)

NEW PLYMOUTH.

7132
ast

71567
Ri Parker (1.)) 6321

Majority, for Aderman ., 1246
(National majority 1946; 405.)

NORTH SHORE

TieLwEYrOu (Nd owt ae
"A.M. Finlay (b.) ..

Majority for Eyre
(Labour majority 1946; 30)

OAMARU.

L. Hayman (N.) .. ..
H. Nordmeyer (L.) ..

c.

1024
5892

rT. 6769
6116

Majority for Hayman 653
(Labour majority 1946; 282.)

ONEHUNGA.

Osborne (L.)
Coates (ND

(G).

SA.
AY
R.

G.
A
Stanley,

TUS
5516
187

NER for Osborne
(Labour majority 1946:

ONSLOW.

Combs (L.)
|. “Meadowcroft (N.)

2190
Om)

Kah ‘aa 8652
6972

Majority for Combs 1680
(Labour majority 1946: 1578.)

OTAHUHU.

F. L. A. Gotz (N.)
A. Bl Dixon’ (.)

Gotz 2...) 1142)
1948; 220.)

7877
6735,

Majority for
(Labour majority

OTAKI.

Maher (N,) ..
Ke y D, Capstick (Ly

Majority for Maher ..
(National majority 1946;

PAHIATUA,
*K. J. Holyoake (N.) .. ..
G. P. O'Leary (i) <

Majority for Holyoake .. 4808
National majority 1946; 3697.)

PALMERSTON NORTH.

W. B. Tennent (N.) ..
*G. Ho O! Wilson (1)

Majority for ‘Tennent
(Labour majority 1946:

7720
TATA

246
44.)

71996,
3688

6708
6359

349
928.)

Mrs, L, R. Smith (C.
Majority for Rae .
(National’ majority 1946: "2069

PATEA.
Nice“W. A. Sheat

F, W, Finer

Majority for Sheat . 154
(National majority 1946:' 870.)

PETONE.
(L.)

7312
5558

*™M.

Majority tor: Mohan
majority 1946:
PIAKO.

*W. 8. Goosman (N.) ..
} P. Kena’ (1)

aah for Goosman
onal majority 1946;

PONSONBY,

*R. Macdonald (.)
}. He Kingston (N,)

W.F. Jamieson (1Lib.)
H. M.Smith (CJ)...

LOY for Macdonald
‘Labour majority 1946;

RAGLAN.

sellperten ohsonnstone. (N.)

. 2472
4018.)

9112
Silo

5003
“$101,

ion
58)Js

2084
3431)

1375
+. 6374

Majorit fi burtonPanity for Hally! 001
tone

eae majority, 1948: 13.)

RANGITIKEL

*E. B. R, Gordon (N.) .. ..
#, R: De Malmanche (L,) <

Majority for Gordon
(National majority 1946:

REMUERA.
*R. M. Algie (N.)
Hy Watttt

lority for Algie ..
eaenat majority 1946:

RICCARTON.

1624
4489

3185 |
07) |

8075
3531

4544
4410)

*A. Mo (L.) z
HORLake(N) ci 5. 5.
R. Taylor (Gi; S:
Majority for McLagan.

sinrm 14

2575

+. G. Webb (N))
‘A. Leaming (1) 7.

Majority for Webb
(National majority 1646: "2851

ROSKILL.

J. Rae (Ni)
J, Freeman (L.)_ ¢
*F, Langstone (LL)
Bian for Rae
(Labour majority 1046: isa)

5582.
1009,

ST. ALBANS.

"J, Ts Watts (N.) .. 2.
G. Manning (L) .. ae

Majority for Wat
(National Bas 1946; ‘ey

ST. KILDA,

*F. Jones (L.)
G. Lyon (N.)

Majority for Jones
(Labour majority 1946:

SELWYN.

"J. K. McAlpine (N.) ..
E, AySharpe (L)) 2. 5

Majority for McAlpine —.
Reena maadoe 1946; ‘gas

SYDENHAM.

"Miss M. Howard (L.) .. .. 8866
G. Moody (ND) +» 8372)

Majority for Miss Howard 540%
(Labour majority 1846; 6746.)

TAMAKL

Halstead (N,)
neEE ghiimer (La)
F. GJordan (1S)

Majority for Halstead
(Labour majority 1946;

TAURANGA.
*F, W. Doldge (N.)
H. J. Pickett (L:)
Majority for Doldge
(National majority 1946;

pene

“C. L. Carr oe
iF, Naolaxton (NS

Majority for Carr...
(Labour majority 1946;

WAIKATO,

Bee F. Sim (N.) oe) ee
JOR Burfitt i.) 2.

Majority. for Sim:
National’ majority 1!

WAIMARINO.

“P, Kearins (L.)
A. H. MacPherson (N)"”

Majority for Kearins
(Labour majority 1046; ”

WAIMATE.

*p, ©. Kidd (YN).
W. R Davison Ei

. J. Hayes (LS.C.)

Majority for Kidd
(National majority 1946;,aa

WAIRARAPA,
B. Y. Cooksley (N.)
G, A Hansen (L), ..

Majority for Cooksley .. 1116
QNational majority 1946; 235.)

WAITAKERE.
*H. G. R: Mason (L.)
R. Tapper (NJ.

. Jackson (C.) {1
Majority for Mason ..
(Labour majority 1946;

WAITOMO.

J, Broadfoot(N.) ..
Er J. Kitts C,) see

Majorit
(i National

612
5752

ga

ce ne 7658
6740
dit

ae

oe

for Broadfoot
majority 1946;

WALLACE,

*T, L,. Macdonald (N.) .. «.
HY. Freeman’(L,) ..

Majority for Macdonald | 4310
(National majority 1946: 8716.)

WANGANUL

ay1B. F. Cotterill (i.) .. .. 6890
E. V. O'Keefe (N.) soe BOG

Majority for Cotterill @.. 1074
(Labour majority 1946; 1934.)

WELLINGTON CENTRAL.

ace e Chapman (L.) .. .. 4546
‘A, Appleton (N.) 3954

Majority for Chapman.
(Labour majority 1946;

WESTLAND,

+4, B. Kent (L)
J. O'Regan (N.)

Me Boi. Muebell (>
Majority for Ker

20st,.

7849
8539 (Labour majority ‘Tose: 8875)

(Labouraa1D ocelot 
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N.Z. Communist Party—Election Fighting Fund 1949
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Branch............. , Districts. %- 1s

 This Space for Head Office use only.

Your Total Payments to the Fund to..........00..c.ceeeeeeIO;

 

PAYING-IN SHEET i A
For Fortnight: Ending...................0-2..- ats

(Branch Secretary to fill in Names, Amounts, Remarks and forward with each Fortnightly Payment.)
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SECRET
EXTRACT/COPY

B 21st Nov. 194
From (source Evening Post Reference: 49/559 Date: Z

For File N- 21/2/40

OAGKs oh From copy on P/F of Leonard H.Booth

Recrived on Extracted /SSpidd by Pa On 3° 6-66

 (The original of this report cannot be traced at this date

36-66, This a copy taken from one of the P/Fs mentioned on
cover sheet of 49/559)

Mr. R.A.K.Mason, of Auckland, who released a
statement of protest agaimst the denial of access for one
political party to the publicly-owned radio last Tuesday, now
advises the Press Association that the protest, which originally
was signed by a number of prominent citizens, has received

madditional support.

Further signatories now named are Messrs. J.

Roberts and A.B.Grant, president and Secretary of the Canterbury
W.Rosenberg and P.d.

librarian), L.Benseman
VeePig eeere

and H..A.Holmes

  
  

  

Trades Council, Dr. R.S.Allen
Alley (university see carer | af 0. Wellias
artist) L.H.Booth (Painter). lincoln
barrister), H.G.Kilpatrick (union secreta
theatre proprietor).

’  

AS

10,000/12/64—97519
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~ //RVBRET/COPY %
Ex 8.49/558 O

ti

From (source): poaexsniye » Napier Reference: Date:.. 21-11-1949

For Fik No. 21/2/8

Original on. 21/9/9

Received on BetibAgd/Lopied by [paar On 6-7-1959
 

REPORT of $ Senior Detective D. McKenzie No.2515

RELATIVE to :¢ A public meeting held in Dalton Street, Napier
by the Communist Party's Parliamentary Candidate -
CHARLES JAMES BROWN - on evening of Friday,18th
November 1949,

I respectfully report having attended the Meeting referred to
above. There was an audience ef approximately 450 persons most of
whom ~ by their demeanour- were semi-hostile to the speaker,

As previously reported, the speaker was introduced by FREDERICK
ATHOL MACE, Chairman of the Party's Political Campaign.

The speaker traversed the Party's policy previously outlined
and reported on dealing with their endeavours for World peace, better
ay for the workers, increased pensions for the aged, elimination of
axes for those on the standard of living wage, better and more

adequate housing for all and a general uplift in the standard of
living of the workers.

There was considerable interjection which was influenced by a
young man in a tattered shirt who demonstrated his aversion to what
the speaker had to say by shouting and shaking hands with himself in
front of the crowd. He was subsequently told to desist.

The speaker then introduced Mr.Ron SEIGEL of the Longburn
Freezing Works, Palmerston North; he proceeded to outline the
difficulty he had in making a living, when in Napier in the depression
days he had to obtain a meal by eating counter lunch at the Hotels.

Seigel continued his address along the lines of Brown dealing
with better standards of living for the worker, increased pay and
pensions and equality for all.

The speaker then dealt with his own difficulties in the manner
of employment he followed and the physical effort he had to put into
his daily toil. He finally concluded his address by extoling the
merits of the local candidate - Mr Brown - who was a pretty good chap
and to remember on Polling day to slip one in the ballot box for good
old Charlie BROWN.

The thread-bare question was asked, what would Mr.Brown do if
New Zealand went to war with Russia. His reply, as recorded in the
attached newspaper clipping, shows that he would defend New Zealand.

The meeting terminated at 9.20 p.m. No exception could be
taken to what was said by either speaker,

BR. McKENZIE.

Senior Detective

SEGREF
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G.D.D.—11

EXTRACT/GOPN/ /¢

"Daily telegraph"
From (source): Napier Reference: Date: 19-11-1949 ;

For File No.  21/2/8

Original on

Received on Extracted/CopiedAy eS On 6-7-1959

JEERS AND BQ0S

NAPIER STREET MEETING

Communists with Loudspeakers
Have Hectic Time.

 

FLOW OF INTERJECTIONS

COOP H OH RHEE EEO EERO HC HTEH HOHE SEH HT HTHE OH HEE THESE EEO HOES OHH ROO E OE OOH EROOS

Pennies Thrown In

When the first speaker, Mr. C. J. BROWN, the Communist Candidate
for Napier, said he had visited 16 houses when canvassing one part
of Napier and sold 13 pamphlets setting out the policy of his party,
one person in the crowd clapped, nearly everyone gave a series of
Bronx cheers, and several pennies were "thrown into the ring."

"There is no more sincere man than the Communist candidate for
Napier", went on Mr. BROWN, but the remainder of his remark was lost
in the uproar that broke out. When comparative silence returned,
he went on: "Otherwise I would not stand up and take the abuse that
people throw at me."

When Mr. Ron SEIGEL, of Palmerston North, a member of the
Communist Party for 10 years, was. introduced, someone in the crowd
ealled for three boos, which were given.

"Well, ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much," he started,
but a chorus of booing temporarily halted his discourse.

A woman in the crowd; Shut up. Give him a hearing.
This was met with a further outbreak of booing and jeering.

Man "From Russia"

Up to this stage in the meeting the crowd had kept back from the
speaker's platform, and a young man dressed in rags, with red"weals"
across his back and "blood" streaming down his face suddenly appeared
in this open space. "I come from Russia," he cried, and received
an ovation from the crow. He harassed the speakers for a few
minutes until a policeman spoke to him.

The interloper left, uttering as he went, the aside: "There's
no freedom here,"

The crowd started to close in on the speaker and three policemen
appeared on the scene, standing in a semi-circle around the platform.
Other policemen, some in uniform and some in plain clothes,mingled
with the crowd, and their presence kept the crowd somewhat in check.

Upholding the working Glassen, Mr. SEIGEL said that during the war
the workers put their backs into it.

Interjector: Did you say the wharfies? Haven't you heard of the
1944 coal strikes? (Cheers from the crowd).

Cup Winner Wanted.

Mr. SEIGEL said his party advocated a general £2 a week wage
increase, "You may be happy with your wages, but I am not happy with
mine," he said.

Interjector: You don't work hard enoughs
When the chairman, Mr. F. A. MACE, said the speakers would answer
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EXTRACT/GOPY/ b
"Daily telegrgph"

From (source): Napier Reference: Date: 19-11-1949

For File No. 21/2/8

Original on 21/9/9

 

Received on Extracte//Sppied/by//. ee On.....6-7-1949

Napier Stre leet "d.

questions one wast "What's going to win the cup to-morrow?"

"If New Zealand went to war with Russia what side would you
be on?" asked. someone else.

Mr. Browns I was asked the same question at the last meeting.
The answer is that Russia is not an agressive nation =

When the chorus of jeers and boos died down, Mr. BROWN saids
"It is no good kicking up a row if you want me to answer questions.
Give me a chance, Russia is not an agressive nation -"

There was another hubbub, but Mr, BROWN was finally able to
continue his reply to the question,

". Therefore if this country is attacked by Russia I would
defend New Zealand." he said and his remark was received with derisive
cheers,

No Outside Finance.

"You have enjoyed yourselves and we have enjoyed it, too" said
Mr, MACE, when asking members of the audience to contribute towards
the cost of the Communist campaign. "The idea that the National
Party is financing us has been exploded and we must have money to
carry on," he said, speaking amid a general uproar. Few people |
dropped a coin in tne box that was taken around and one man who said
loudly, “here you are," was the cynosure of all eyes for yards around.

eee eee ee eeeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeee
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New Wee 2s) 8 Ant AND eh Ont TCL ns 21/2/§ 7714

} ae Ag]ssl
Police Station. GREYMOUTH

Date. 19th. November,1949._

   Report of; Detective Sergeant R.J.A.BERRY, No. 3341

Relative to; Robert Henry MITCHELL, Communist candidate for
WESTLAND ELECTORATE.

I respectfully report further to my report of the
4th, November,&@949 that MITCHELL has addressed a further eight
meetings and arranged to address a further two meetings but owing
to the non appe,rance of the public two meetings were abandoned.

I have prepared the attached schedule of meetings
showing the locality, name of chairman , number of public present
and conduct of the respective meetings.

All meetings have been well conducted and no subversive
utterances have been made.

There has not been any organised interjectors and
in most cases no interjections have been made during MITCHELL'S
address.

The attendance of the public has been poor and from
the general tone of the meetings it appears that the majority of
the public have attended merely out of curieusity.

The South Island Communist Party Organiser, Hugh John
McLEOD has attended all meetings and on four occasions has acted

   

as Chairman. He has confined his remarks to introducing the
candidate.

Richard MOTH of DOBSON has also presided as chairman at
three meetings. MOTH is an active member of the Communist
Party and I have submitted a separate report regarding his activit-
ies.

I will continue to submit reports on these meetings,still
to be held.

JA

Detective Sergeant No. 3341 a
The INSPECTOR of POLICE, 19th. November,1949.

GREYMOUTH.
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Forwarded to the Commissioner, x EXTRACTS /COPIES
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SEGREF-
EXTRACT/COPY iS

Detective Office
From (source): PALMERSTON..NORTH. Reference: 2 Date: 18 Nov. 1949

For File No. 21/278 2

Original on.......21/9/12 t

Received on... aust uw. EAREBBA/Copied by..... ee On.....1p.2.4960 eg
 

REPORT OF : Det. Sergt. J.G.LONG No.2994

RELATIVE TO +: Communist Meeting held in Opera House Supper Room, {
Palmerston North on 17th November 199. '

3 I respectfully report having attended the Commnist Meeting held
in the Opera House Supper Room, Palmerston North on night of 17th
November 1949. Frederick William MANNING acted as Chairman, he being
a communist previously reported on.

The meeting commenced at 8.10pm there being ten people present in i
the hall and during the course of the meeting the audience grew to thirtee:
The Chairman introduced the first speaker, Ronald Andrew SEIGEL. SEIGEL
commenced by outlining the Communist Party election policy which, he
stated, was a general increase of £2 a week wages for the workers. He
claimed this amount could be paid out of the profits made from the workers
labour. A second plank in their policy was Social Security which would
not be subscribed to by the worker but maintained out of the profits of
the workers labour. He condemned the Arbitration Court and alleged that
this Court had been useful to the present Government in keeping down the
workers wages, but he did not offer any suggestion as to what his Party
would put in its place. That appeared to be the Party's policy. He t en
went on to point out that the Nationalist and Labour Parties did not have
any policy for the present election campaign but that both were working
in the interests of Capital. He said a depression was close, that it had
started in Capitalist America where there were 6,000,000 unemployed. That
as England was controlled from America through American capital the slump
would soon affect England and then it would follow that New Zealand would
be affected. He attributed this coming slump to the Capitalist System.

He then made an attack on the Manawatu Daily Times claiming that
when reporting a recent meeting held by the Party in The §quare, the

paper had published a pack of lies in the hopes that a prominent member
of the Party would be dismissed from his position in the Government
Service. He was also critical of what he called the policing of Communisi
Party meetings and said the Commissioner had admitted that he was using
plain clothes women police as political spies at Communist Meetings .SEIGE]
closed his speech at 8.45pm. He has previously been reported on.

The next speaker was Mrs Margartha MANNING, wife of the Chairman.
She spoke until 9.30pm. She spent some time complaining about the trouble
the Party was having to obtain permission to hold meetings, especially
at the Band Rotunda. She also commented on the "Times" reports of meeting
held at Palmerston North. She was critical of the Capitalist policies
being put forward by the National and Labour Parties. She claimed that
one third of the World's population was Communist and that Communism
was the only way to World Peace.

A resolution was passed condemning the action of the Rt.Hon.P.FRASER
for not allowing the Communist Party time on the air to put their policy
before the people of the Dominion. Mrs MANNING has been previously
reported on. J.G.LONG

Det.Sergt. 2

MANAWATU EVENING STANDARD.

Wednesday, Nov. 16, 1949.

Communist Part
Mrs M.MANNING and Mr R.SIEGEL Will Speak on the General Election

OPERA HOUSE SUPPER ROOM - THURSDAY, Nov. 1/th & P.M.
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE, —
WELLINGTON.

5th September, 1951. |

  

 

     

  
   

  

   

 

TheCommissioner of Police,
WELLINGTON. : 4B

I am directed by the Prime Minister to ee
forward you herewith a letter which hehas 2
received from Mr. Mark Silverstone, Mr. G.A. Clayton, x
Mr. Samuel Ikin; Mr. J.B. Swan’ and Mr. R. McIntyre . a
in regard to the use of radio facilities bythe a tat
Communist Party, together with acopy of the Hl
Prime Minister's reply thereto. ie

  

  

 

e
e

P
E
E
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tc

Chief Private Secretary.
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE
 

Special Branch, AUCKLAND,
5th April, 1954

Report of: Detective Sergeant R,Jones.

Relative to: BRITISH AND AUSTRALIAN COMMUNIST PARTIES =— Controversy on
attitude to the Labour Party, and relation of New Zealend
Communist Party to the aforementioned parties,

Vide attached,
 

In the "PEOPLE'S VOICE" newspaper dated 25th August, 1948, Page 4
appears “Australian Commmists criticise policy of British Commmist Party", The
reply of the British Party to this criticism, which comes from a Sydney source, is
also published, No comment, editorial or otherwise, is given in that issue or sub-
sequent issues of the "PEOPLE'S VOICE" or other open sources regarding the differences
of opinion between the Australian and British Commmist Parties.

In the attached note, the National Secretary, New Zealand Commmist
Party is quoted as saying that the New Zealand Commmist Party took no part in the
controversy, Its present request for information would therefore appear to be one
mainly of academic interest.

It is suggested in the lest paragraphs of the attached note that the
New Zealand Commnist Party has close ties with Britain and are less wder the influ-
ence of the Australian Comamist Party than was previously thought to be the case,
As the full text of the letter from the National Secretary, New Zealand Commmist
Party to the Commnist Party, Great Britain has not been given, one is at a disad-
ventage in appraising the full worth of this statement in the light of local lmowledge.
My own view, however, is that the New Zealand Commnist Party is now sufficiently
developed to stand on its own feet and pursue an independent line of action within
the framework of Marxist-Leninist theory, and that it is expected to rise or fall by

its om efforts,

The correctness of my views can best be judged by a review of the
New Zealand Commnist Party's relationship with the New Zealand Labour Party and its
present organisational strength,

In the years following the inaugural conference of the New Zealand
Commmist Party in Easter 1921, while the Party proceeded to organise as an independ-
ent entity, Commmists were still permitted by the Labour Party to retain membership
in that organisation, and many of them were, in fact, @voted wd hard-working members
of that Party. Commmists were allowed to representtheir Unions on Labour Repre-
sentation Committees and at Labour Party Conferences, This state of affairs held
until the Labour Party Conference of Easter 1925,

This Conference, despite the stern struggle put up by the Left Wing,
elements, introduced the so-called "Pledge", which directed that no member or eee
to the Labour Party could be a member of any other political party.

Over a long period of years the Communist Party strove to overcome the
split brought about by the 1925 Labour Party Conference by means of a campaign to
secure affiliation to the Labour Party, In New Zealand, as in Great Britain, the
Labour Party presented certain features not exhibited, for instance, by the Continental
Social-Democratic Parties, These special features lay in its organisational structure
under which the greater part of its membership consists of affiliated trade unions;
that is, most members of the Lebour Party occupy that position not through individual
membership but through membership of a trade union,

The objects of the Commmist Party in seeking affiliation were two-fold;
firstly, to retain the closest possible connections with the rank and file of the 3
Labour movement; secondly, to prevent the Right Wing, reformist tactics of the political

leate fue ow azho.
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE. le 7
 

X solu= |
Special Branch,
AUCKLAND.

llth December, 1950.

REPORT of: Detective Sergeant R. JONES, No. 3272.

Relative to: Municipal Elections, 1950 - Communist Campaign.

 

I respectfully report that the Communist 1950
Municipal Election campaign was broadly speaking a half-hearted
effort, and was in marked contrast with the enthusiasm shown by
Communist Party members in the 1949 Parliamentary Elections.

Following the announcement that the Party would be
standing a majority ticket, the rank and file openly expressed
their disapproval of the decision. The general tenor of their
complaint was that the Party was in danger of being declared an
illegal Party, and while this threat prevailed it was dangerous
to expose the rank and file to open activity which would be
necessary in the organisation of public meetings, distribution of
literature and other activities connected with election campaigns.

Further, that as the Party was being reproached with
regard to the Korean war, the chances of enhancing its reputation
in an election campaign would be very slight. The expense was
therefore unwarranted.

Only one pamphlet, "Communists for Peace and
Progress", was issued during the election campaign. This pamphlet
was forwarded from this office.

Those taking part in meetings were confined to
well-known Party members. In the many reports on these meetings
which have been forwarded, it will be noted that in several
instances, the candidates themselves also acted as chairmen of the
meetings.

It would seem therefore, that the Party leaders
were influenced by rank and file opinion in this instance.

The Communist campaign in this election cannot be
entirely divorced from all parties.

The decision of Sir John ALLUM to stand as an
Independent in opposition to the official Citizens and Ratepayers
Association's official candidate, Mr. COAKLEY, resulted in splitting
the anti-Labour vote, and finally the campaign became one of
personalities. Sir John ALLUM headed the poll for the Mayoralty
with an almost absolute majority over all his opponents. The
figures were:

ALLUM 19,356
STEWART (Labour) 12,789
COAKLEY (Citizens) 6,076
i (Communist) 520

D. BROPHY (Labour), who topped the list of the
unsuccessful candidates with 13,091, will be seen to have obtained
more votes than STEWART, the Labour Mayoral candidate. It seems
clear, therefore, that there was not a solid Labour vote. Many

 
Pu

bl
ic

ly
 re

le
as

ed
 u

nd
er

 th
e 

N
ZS

IS
 D

ec
la

ss
ifi

ca
tio

n 
Po

lic
y



 

Labour supporters are said to have supported Sir John ALLUM.
WILCOX did not receive the support that Communist Council candidates
received, and it is possible that some Communist votes were diverted
to either ALLUM or STEWART,

Many rank and file Communists considered it a waste of
a vote to cast it for WILCOX. further explanation of WILCOX's
low vote was given to me by subject of a
Subversive History Sheet and a member o e National Executive of
the Communist Party. She informed me that many Party members and
sympathisers are of the opinion that ballots for Local Body and
Parliamentary Elections are no longer secret. Particularly is this
opinion held by elderly people. They believe that ballot papers
are subsequently scrutinised by the Police to ascertain who voted
Communist. This could easily, in their view, be obtained in the
election of the Mayor, but presents a much wider field for the
election of the City Council, where there were 59 candidates seeking
election.

HMBstates: "We could always rely on at least 2,000
votes for the Communist Party in Local Body Elections in the past.
I am quite sure that the fear of Police scrutiny of ballot papers
has accounted for the low vote this time. Why, Party members and
sympathisers are even too scared to turn out to Peace meetings now,
for fear of being spotted by the "Gestapo".

HEMEst etement has been verified to a large extent
from another reliable source.

The total Communist votes cast in the 1949 Parliamentary
Elections in the city Blectorates of Arch Hill, Auckland Central,
Parnell and Ponsonby was 821, i.e. 301 more than that obtained by
WILCOX in the present election.

The average Communist vote received in the present
election for the City Council was 2202.

The average vote of the successful candidates is 15,003.

The average Communist vote is 14.6% of the average
successful candidate.

Only 42.4% of the registered electors voted in this
election. As against this, there is evidence that there was no

"solid" Communist vote. The top Communist vote was received by
George Edward JACKSON, namely 2,800, while SPILLER at the bottom of
the poll received 1,523.

The average Communist vote percentage of the total number
of votes cast is 5.6%, which is a much higher percentage than that
recorded in the electorates at the 1949 Parliamentary Elections.

The average Communist vote percentage of the total
number of electors on the municipal roll is 2.4%. This figure shows
an increase of .6% on that recorded in the 1949 Parliamentary
Elections.

In my report on the 1949 Parliamentary Elections, which
was forwarded from this office on 5.12.49, I estimated, on a percent—
age basis, that there were 3,066 Communists and sympathisers inAuckland. When it is considered that the populated suburbs of Mt.Eden, Mt. Roskill, North Shore, New Lynn, Newmarket and Onehungaare not included in the Electors Roll for the City of Auckland, it
would appear that the figure quoted is not exaggerated.
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Municipal Elections in my opinion are, however, too
unreliable on which to base any firm conclusions with regard to
Communist strength, there being too many extraneous influences.

There were 2 Independent candidates in the present
local body Elections, namely Richard ARMSTRONG and Ronald Edward
JONES. ARMSTRONG, who is the subject of a Subversive History Sheet,
stood for the Auckland City Council and polled 4,926 votes. He has
been active in the New Zealand Peace Council.

Ronald Edward JONES is secretary of the Auckland branch
of the Waterside Workers Union. He was nominated by his union as
a candidate for the Auckland Harbour Board. His candidature was
not accepted by the Auckland Labour Representation Committee.
JONES's sponsors were furious at this rebuff, and he subsequently
stood as an Independent. He polled 4,169 votes, as compared with
14,598 which was the lowest figure polled by a successful candidate.

Y
Leslie Frederick KIRBY. Mies re-elected for his second

term as a Labour Councillor to the Onehunga Borough Council. He
is identical with the person of the same name who is the subject
of a Subversive History Sheet. KIRBY has not come under notice
for some years in connection with any Communist activity. He is
not suspected in Labour Party circles of having any Communist
association.

On page 6 of the People's Voice Newspaper dated 29.11.50,
an article "Labour Lets Workers Down" is devoted to discussing the
Election.

For your information, (

ie

The Superintendent of Police, ©
AUCKLAND. Detective Sergeant, 3272
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ELECTORAL—No. (iia

GENERAL » uN, 1949
(30th Noy mber)

TELEGRAPHIC RESULTS
PARTIES

 

 

C. Communist.
D.L. Democratic Labour.
1s Independent.
LL. Independent Labour.
IL. and R. Independent Labour and Ratana.
I. Lib. Independent Liberal.

_
W
a
r
r

S.C. Independent Social Credit.
Kauhanganui.
Labour,
National.

‘Ss. Revolutionary Socialist.

* Denotes members of last Parliament.
 

   

Final
Results.

 

| | | Ist and | Srd 4th | 5th | 6th
Electorates. Candidates. | Parties Progress Progress Progress Progress HaeProgress

| Results. Results. Results. Results. Result’. | Results.| |
 

Arch Hill +. |*Parry ny leas eee | , [ Saas
| =

(15 polling-places) Smith enlNe cout | l | 3 = : ps_F223

FHS

 

Wilcox
 

2 | |

‘Ashburton .. PGerard i | N. - t \ | | TE

sah) 8hee WiStace Sa 54.
|

|
i , i

Auckland Central *Anderton oe hae be daria io Sa zl A | si S36 3

 

(63 polling-places.) |Rose i

 

z(10 polling-places.) |Bradley

 

| Jones
|

=

| Mitchell a   

Avon .. Kinzett A

(26 polling-places.) }*Mathison aS

 

Awarua .. |*Herron PealeNe

(88 polling-places.) Pickering on Wale  
Bay of Plenty .. Santon aoe ge

(57 polling-places.) |*Sullivan || NE
 

 

Brooklyn .. |Birchfield Paes a | i

(14 polling-places.) Burns oul Ns a E |

*Fraser Fale ay eSie 4

Buller mellweponade: s|N, ehear fala at |sae

 

 

(119 polling-places.)*Skinner seul Las
 

1

I i

Ceniral Otago .. *Bodkin eu VaNG ra Zt pot alta |

  

(102 polling-places.)| Rodgers Mer eas

: | ;
Christohureh Cent’l "Macfarlane .. L. Pal Pesci[ideaiad us Reeid ED.

polling-places.) Marlow wo N na | | ; | FVF2
|

Ostler eli. = | | wii ot. 0.

 

 

      
 

aaNa NO APRRNMROn st! one eeeasst tem

Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



 

Serres

‘ ee
 

Electorates,

 

Clutha z | Keenan

(76 polling-places.) |tRoy

Candidates.
|

B
a
e

 

]
| dst

Parties. | Progress
| Results.

2nd
Progress
Results.

3rd
Progress
Results.

Final
Progress Progress Progress Rennie
Results. Results. Results. 

4th | 5th | 6th |

|

    

 

Dunedin Central |*Connolly

(22 polling-places.) Murdoch  
 

Eden .. «. |Curran

(13 polling-places.) |*Fortune
 

Egmont .. /*Corbett

(55 polling-places.) Richmond
 

Fendalton Gilmour

(22 polling-places.) |*Holland

Newman

I, Lib.

 

Franklin +» |*Massey

(48 polling-places.) Parsons
 

Gisborne Dudfield

(71 polling-places.) Keeling   
Grey Lynn Faulkner

(16 polling-places.) |*Hackett

Lee

L.

 

Hamilton Granville

(16 polling-places.) |*Ross

L.

 

Hastings .. Cullen

(28 polling-places.) |Jones
 

Hauraki Peacock

(78 polling-places.) *Sutherla nd

 

 

Hawke's Bay Beattic

(114 polling-placey.)/*Harker
 

Hobson .. |Lane

(13 polling-places.)/*Smit h A  
 

Burunui .. |*Gillespie

(61 polling-places.) |Smith

 

 
 

Hutt .. .. |Heatley (15 polling-places.) |*Nash

| Simpson   
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| | |
| Ist 2nd 8rd 4th | Sth | 6th Final

Electorates. Candidates. | Parties. Progress Progress Progress Progress Progress Progress I Results
Results. Results. Results. Results. Results. Results.

Invercargill Denham L. Lev | $$ —}§ $$ ____ al _|6959

(81 polling-places.) |*Hanan N. oro | geestoes i he—— ee EIGEU];
| i i

Island Bay. | Childs N. ; ae a oe +Nesey
1 | o

(17 polling-places.) |* McKeen i. ne a SshSSE 8a Lede a 38S
|

Smith C. fe haeSee fa sib |re
|

Karori . Bowden N. eer é eeeeeeaa7
(17 polling-places.) Harris L. ses 2S es |eaay — _ ATER.

|
Lyttelton Beauchamp N. 4 | pan!wt CFE) is i 61780

| | =

(45 polling-places.) |*MeCombs D: Seip. \ oe shea Lie | 779

| | |
Manawatu - *Oram N. eseee ea lew | 124

(60 polling-places.) Rodgers L. se ees a oh,maa | f 47

| |

Marlborough . *Shand N. branee L Nestea! eS PHeae | 286

(82 polling-places.) Wilson Th | bet [b Sahel atesae _- aSGS,
'
|

Marsden . *Murdoch N. i | ese aeeee = | at a leek

(67 polling-places:) ‘Ross i 2 le eae isoMea $470

|
Miramar . |*Semple L. se -—— 7 = Ss | ates LFS

(14 polling-places.) Stanton ¢. eel eee a Henle Sat ne 2aAq
j

| |
Taylor | N. 2 5 — ai ed —|- | _|_IRIE

H
f

Mornington Hannan C. eTee he S oa prstaas [ee208

(23 polling-places.) |*Hudson L, ecRUE | = L — 22¢32

Stephens N. if ae aoe | - 6097

| |

Mount Albert .. *Freer 1 atoy atts zRe | Se Bees | TADS
|

(15 polling-places.) Judson N. pee SR DE fees 636¢

MountVictoria .. Hyde i ee z a UD enLEeo L ates

(13 polling-places.) |*Marshall N. | | | feb

Seddon onl a a = on meet |no MEze 79H
i i 1 Taster

; | | ||
Napier . Armstrong L. =I aera | tes = Fill a4

(27 polling-places.) Brown Ce | : | a L426

| Cummins LL. _ Nedhae

| Tucker N. 14L6

Nelson Marshall ____TOW
(29 polling-places.) |*Neale __|F420

|

1

New Plymouth .. *Aderman N. | aso
j =

(82polling-places.) Parker L. Lé 13 oe  
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(84 polling-places.) |*McLagan iv walksSESE IEA ah tls Relea. Lnae __ £673
|

Taylor (oh J | Sod tccBee | ets ee

Rodney Leaming L. ma aE ene e:Pet eee

(74 polling-places.) |*Webb N. = wa es - ee ae : WL2b
|

Roskill Freeman L. =f = ad wa ——_— oan

(19 polling-places.) |*Langstone TL. SSee ee | ee |099

Rac .. N. ni [aa lia Les wn Sse

St. Albans Manning L. a> occ ae —}|-—__—— _ GIF.
| | =

(20 polling-places.) |* Watts N. pers ba te ous jest eet Se SD Z

|
St. Kilda . |sones L. ei8 ees eee TG 6 9s eeLOM

(23 polling-places.) Lyon N. es ee | Oe ue oe | Pans 2] 6979

Selwyn . |*MeAlpine N. parrrassteate. [fs Shad a Litoaee __SA

(60 polling-places.) Sharp L. wa aaa AW ip aes 1 gL Sse Sere aot SEITE

Sydenham . |*Howard Tis a pease ed tL aS 2A SSeeeQGaub

(15 polling-places.) Moody = ie | i. Ana re 36035.

Tamaki Halstead N. 5 a ae [a|S

(383 polling-places.) Jordan 18.¢. fa renee oS = sie ee i SPREAL

*Skinner L. oe afi = el “ W269

Tauranga . /*Doidge N. pee ee = = ee 7 CE30

(52 polling-places.) Pickett Is i eS Beil |PBS

Timaru « [*Carr L. oe ee ee eee eee 7eee
1 -

(30 polling-places.) Lockington eas i. 6532

Waikato Burfitt : e | l3499
(52 polling-places.) |*Sim .. N. ee eeerenee — seems tas||PR2

Waimarino . |*Kearins L. ie | | ie ive 3 1g

ees | |(142 polling-places.)| MacPherson .. N. ae | L NZLL. 7.
. veer Ps am ee a
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Western Maori; 1. M. Ratana (1.). |
90603 HL Marumaru (N9}-2752; TR. !
Amohanga (1), 118 ; T. Hovell
(1), 1203 GN. Matthews
K. Nutana (Katihauganni), 2: E
Rangltaura (Dems Lab.), 115; 7.
‘Tava (1s), 1225 Wy NY. Wararaua (1.),
154; 7. T. Wirthana (1.), 802. Infor-
mal, 267. Majority for Ratana, 6317.
ps on election night majority
1.

 

  

 

 

Northern Maori
T. P. Raikea (lL)
J. 'T. Henare (N)
M.Otene (L) .*..
P. Tuwhare (K)

Informal

 

Majority for Paikea ...
Mr Palkea’s election night minjority ts |

inereased: by 17.

a aa siecle

i
.

6

|
| ist and 3rd 4th 5th 6th mn

Electorates. Candidates. Parties. | Progress Progress Progress Progress Progress Progress R aie
| Results. Results. Results. Results. Results. | Results. ed

—_— —--—__— SS —— ane eee — —_ en =ay,

Waimate ral Davison L. | [ ae eseeeah seekswka&

| Hayes TROM cee dpeeSe Huby ath its _|_ any.

(84 polling-places.) |*Kidd N. . | |ea Sa SNeeBE 7424
I

|

Wairarapa Cooksley N. ise BPs. bese ik Fine ite 8. 9 | S|Be

| | |
(52 polling-places.) Hansen Li. } = f >a Ae i a | 6633

| | |

Waitakere Jackson Cc, f es -—|- eset ie — — esPh
[NS

(84 polling-places.) |*Mason Tr pAAS | 9dR|POEN axiies _ Psere| =

Tapper NG [Peaceicon Fed | wie hae ae - eett
|
|

Waitomo "Broadfoot N. ares as 4) SEeeoe eo - Nee | 9e2€
| | |

104 polling-places.) |Kitts Ts Ib Kes ss | i NSFLE

Wallace Freeman L, a | | 5 BEL

(90 polling-places.) |*Macdonald N. i tasTan fnSasENRESatSAE BeSE ewe} —ESee

| T ;

Wanganui *Cotterill L. aeeees Se — = | E NIE

(20 polling-places.) O'Keeffe N. ee : asl ae TG =38 6317.

| |
Wellington Central Appleton aa ype ie (aeaS

(18 polling-places.) |*Chapman L. . - |eee eeeee _|so98

|

Westland *Kent ti 2 | tere eedAeetes Ee | FOUg
|

(84 polling-places.) Mitchell Cc. | s | 2 2 eee fla ce, pee ae F2EP

O'Regan N. entAces | aaseeeLsEYi Tiere, eed |5269

350/11/49—11420)

Be Sele Bion Les. 970

Fiala, WW. 23

ets ZY,aoe - Omang 7 G4 £7.
a
“& U fiCarasl Vv. FaITL
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7th December, 1949.

 

I am forwerding the following informotion concerning the
Communist porty in the General Election held here on the 30th Movember
as it will probebly be of genorel interost to you ond your oteff.

The Communist Party candidates contested sixteen constituencies
ot the Generel Blection as compered with three in 1946. ‘The everage
result for the Camunist candidates wes no better than thet which wos
experienced in the Genero] xlection held in November, 1%)6. In foct

© favoured the Communists in tho recent mlection than thetfever
held seTone.

The total votes polled by Communist condidetes in the sixteen
constituencies wes 35,267, wheroos the provisional count, excluding
eboentec, postal and seemen’s votes, shows that 193,138 votes were cast
in those clectorstes.

In 1946 in three constituencies the Communist candidetes
polled o total of 1,138 votes fran a provisional totel of 35,%2 votes.

The Netionol organiser of the lew Zzeolem Comanist perty, lir
V.G. Wilcox, wee the Comaunist Party candidate for the Arch 1122
constituency and he polled 321 votes. In 1946 he wos the candidate for
the Porty in the come constituency and polled 534 votes.

I hove otteched o schedule showing the votes of oll tho
candidetes in the constituencios in which a mombor of the Communist
Party wos o candidste.

pirecto of security Intelligences 
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» (sh DP é LU
intelligence, “ellington, |

EL

“gimomaeG08
af V.Wileox (C) ove eee

Majority for POrFy cee eoe

(labour majority 1946: 6,585)

AUCELAID

s beigeogy(i eco eve

rgd a6) coo eoo
eee eee

eee Led

Majority for Anderton oo

(Lebour majority 1946: 5.478)

BROOKLYN

° PeYraser (1) ooo ceo
Mre Ac eee eee

? 7 ive Gibrreneieda (6(cs) . eve

Majority for Fraper oo. coo

(Labour majority 1946: 3,935)

STCHURCH
° k:aclaaaow (L) eee evo
Kd,Marlow f coo eee

ap MeAs Ostler (C coo eee

Mejority for Mocforlone eee

(Labour majority 1946: 4,420)

*eeepetebet (w) 32S
7 (FoleoMarston ¢ ) eee ceo

Majority for Wells oo eee

{Lebour majority 1946: .1,630)

POGe 2 ceccces 
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ISLAND
e nezsgetaas.te eeo0o seo

 Reamith (Cc) Sen: ae
Majority for McKeen oo cee

(Labour majority 1946: 3,958)

HERAMAR

* Ginemeytorte) 22:
RG Ke (c) 200

Majority for Semple oo

(Labour majority 1946:

ORNING TO!)

2p edeMammon (C0 ove

Majority for Imdeon oo ovo

(Labour majority 1946:

JAELL
* D.MRoe (nm) ooo

P. W. Schrana ) oo ove
Mra LeR. Smith (C) seo ooo

Majority for Rag ee eee

(Mational majority 1946: 206)

Page 3 ccccee 

Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



(12) pgrom

© MeMoohan ( eo eee

ofAAO eee eee

Majority for Moohen aoe

(tebour majority 1946: 4,019)

Povsompy

© ReMacdonald % eee eee
BH. ) 33° ase
Wels I.LAb

Pr AM,saith 'c) ooo eee

Mejority for Macdonald coe

(Labour majority 1946; 3,432)

s oe ose
tineLone coo

oF R,Taylor eco

Majority for MeLegan

(Labour mejority 1946:

© ILG.R. om) eee eee

,_ wagerth, ues cane
Majority for Mason oe eoo

(Labour majority 1946: 2,797)

* ees eoe eee

Ea.otiagina ae
Majority for Kent . eee

Labour : 1 Tn0Wi
oe= = 1hat 2,022)

 

Sitting Monber.
Labour. 
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Subject : JAMPAIGN (1949) - Reviewof

__"Vide attached"

The _Superintendent_of Police,
AUCKLAND,

attached,
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Special Branch,

5 December 1949,

REPORT of Detective Sergeant R.Jones No. 3272

relative to COMMUNIST PARTY ELECTION CAMPAIGN (1949) - Review
of.

I respectfully submit the following review of
the Communist Party campaign in Auckland in connection with
the 1949 General Elections.

The Communist Party did not stand any candidates
in the 1938 and 1948 General Elections. In 1943 (a war time
election) the whole of the Communist Party organisation was
behind the Labour Government and many of its members functioned
on Labour Party Wlection Committees, While admitting many
weaknesses in Labour's policy, the Communist Party regarded
the return of a Labour Government as most desirable.

In 1946 the Communist Party sought an electoral
understanding with the Labour Party, In seeking a conference
with the Labour Party to discuss this matter Alexander DRENNAN,
then chairman of the NZ Communist Party, stated that his party
was considering contesting the elections in order to place its
independent views before the people of the Dominion, A
conference of the Communist Party had decided that the Party
was resolved to again work with intense earnestness for the
return of the Labour Government and this decision, it was
stated, would be acted upon whether or not there was a closer
understanding, official or unofficial, between the Communist
Party and the Labour Party. The extent of direct Communist
participation in the elections, it was further stated, would
be extremely limited and it would not in any way jeopardise
the Labour Government's return.

When a remit asking for the joint conference was
put to the Federation of Labour conference in June 1946, it
was lost by 141 votes to 81, The National Executive of the
Labour Party also rejected the proposal for a joint meeting
between the two parties,

. The Communist Party stood three candidates in
1946 in the following electorates, - Arch Hill, Island Bay, and
Christchurch Central. Its slogan was "Return 77 Labour and
8 Communist candidates",

In the 1946 election, less than eighteen months
after World War II, the Communist Party were still basking in
the reflected glory of the legend of “our grand and gallant
Soviet Allies", There is no doubt that the Communist Party
then had the confidence and support of a fair number of
working people. Further, its influence in the Trade Union
movement was strong. Most of the militant unions in Auckland
had Communist leadership and the Executive of the Auckland
Trades Council was almost entirely comprised of Communists,

For the 1949 General Elections the Communist Party
faced an entirely different situation. The open antagonism
of Labour leaders to the Communist Party gradually led to the
defeat of Communist leadership in the militant trade unions
and Auckland Trades Council. The role of the Soviet Union
in the international sphere and the possibilities of a third
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2. ae
world war also mitigated against the mana of the Communist Party.

In 1949 no electoral understanding was sought by
the Communist Party with the Labour Party. In an official
statement on its relations with the Labour Government the
Communist Party declared that in all main respects the National
and Labour Parties were identical and that the Communist Party
constituted the only working class opposition to capitalist
policies.

The statement continued "We still pursue a united
front policy both from below and on top. A united front with
the New Zealand Labour Party is inconceivable. Our paths today
diverge and no united front is possible with these top leaders,
but we pursue the united front continuously with the rank and
file and with honest and progressive men and women in various
positions both inside and outside the Labour Party. The
treachery of the Labour Governmant compels us to expose it ;
although we know that many workers have not yet realised the
extent of its treachery and hence continue to support it",

The keynote of the Communist Party election campaign
was to carry out the strongest possible independent Communist
Party campaign, firstly, in the electorates where candidates
were standing and secondly, in every electorate where there were
Communist Party branches, members or supporters,

The Communist Party stood 16 candidates in all, six
of which were in Auckland, and in addition gave some measure of
support to the Independent candidates, Mr. Frank LANGSTONE (Roskill)
and Mr,John Alexander LEK (Grey Lynn),

In January 1949 the Communist Party opened a fund
known as the "SOLIDAXITY FUND", On 20,3.49 this fund was re-
named the "ELECTION FIGHTING FUND" and the objective was to raise
£10,000, The last total published in the People's Voice news-
paper dated 80.11.49 shows that a total of £9,126/3/4d had been
received, while from a reliable source it was learnt that £12,000
in pledges had been promised and £8,000 in cash had been paid in, |

In former campaigns for funds it had been the practive
of the Communist Party to publish the names of subscribers and in
this way the names of many new Party members wepe learnt. During
the present campaign, almost without exception, individual
donations were not recorded, - only the amounts paid in by the
respective branches being published.

One of the reasons’ for this is no doubt because the
Communist Party in New Zealand, as well as in other parts of the
Empire, fear that they will be declared an illegal party and are
therefore preparing to work as an underground movement. Some
further corroboration of this was gained when it was reported
from a reliable source that the Party during the election campaign
intended to use for open activity only those members who were
well known to the Police. This practive was carried out and few
new members were learnt at this office as a result of the
election campaign,

William George WAKELEY, who is Auckland organiser for
the Communist Party was to have been the election organiser. How-
ever he was laid off as a result of an ulcerated duodenum. He
was replaced by Gordon Harold ANDERSEN, known as Bill ANDERSON,
a member of the Auckland District Committee.

A large number of leaflets, copies of which have been
forwarded from this office, were delivered to householders and at
meetings. Sticker and poster campaigns were organised in the
electorates and in regard to this Roy STANLEY and John Robert
FRENCH (Stanley's organiser) were prosecuted on 24.11.49 under
the Post and Telegraph Act for sticking posters on telegraph poles.
Both defendants were convicted and discharged. Some leaflets
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were distributed through the post.

in 1946 the cost of printing for the Communi stelection campaign amounted to £260, In 1949 the electionliterature was printed almost entirely by the Forward Press,which is owned by the Communist Party.

House to house canvassing and job and factory meetingsmet with little success.

Communist Party pee were advertised over theCommercial Broadcasting Station 1 ) andin the New Zealand Heraldnewspaper, The proprietors of the Auckland Star newspaper ;refused to accept advertisements in connectionwith the electioncampaign or to report any meetings,

Following a precedent set up in 1946 Communistcandidates were not granted time on the air to expound theirpolicy,

Several resolutions of Protest at the ban imposed onthe Communist Party by the "Press" and Government radio werePassed at many election meetings.

A supporting protest came from.anumber of "progressivesin Auckland and this was published on 15.11.49 in the form ofa letter to the Editor of the Auckland Star. newspaper, Thosesigning the original document were :

John Alexander LEE, publisher, and candidate for Grey Lynn;Maurice George LEE, Tutor, WOrkers Education Association;Archibald Joseph Charles FISH artist, AucklandWillis Thomas Goodwin AIREY, Associate frofessor (University);Norman Vasey DOUGLAS, trade union-secretary; Auckland;Ronald Allison Kels MASON, poet and journalist; Auckland;Frank LANGSTONE, candidate for Roskill; ’arthur Rex Dugard FAIRBURN, tutor, Dev ort;A, Hall SKELTON, barrister and solicitor; Auckland;Trevor John Patrick POTTER, trade union secretary, Auckland,
On 28.11.49 it was announced in the People's Voicenewspaper that the following persons added their signatures :

Lincoln EFFORD (W.H.A). , hoesvohn ROBERTS (President Trades Counci aT)Bist =
Leo BHNSHIIAN, artist, Es
P.E.T.ALPERS, barrister, aan leeA.B.GRANT, secretary Trades Council, iinHeA.HOLMES, theatre proprietor,|C.W.COLLINS, librarian, Bary
L.H.BOOTH, paint : :
Doctor R.S.
W.ROSENBERG,
PJ. ALLEY, Lect 1
E.G, KILPATRICK, §

The Communist Party election programme was published2le's Voice newspaper dated 19.10.49, together with; ‘ hs of 15 candidates. The photograph for the 16thcandida lornington) was published in the People's Voicenewspaper dated 9.11.49, r

Meetings were fed as follows ;-

Victor George WILCOX 6 15AUCKLAND CENTRAL
John James MITCHELL 7 16ONEHUNGA
Roy STANLEY 7 17PARNELL
Lillian Rita SMITH 5 16 
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Electorate,

PONSOBY F
Henry Mornington SMITH 3 ) 18

WAITAKERE.
George Edward JACKSON aa : le
 

TOTAL 89 84 _ 123

In addition there was the opening meeting held in
the Town Hall Concert Chamber on 19.10.49 and the meeting in
the main Town Hall on 21.11.49.

For. the most part the meetings were orderly and
Communist speakers did not meet the opposition which was so
noticeable in the Conscription referendum campaign,

The following motor vehicles were used in the
Communist election campaign :- a

29-025 Adelaide WILCOX, mother of Victor George WILCOX,
24-850 dames Sydney WILLIS,
44-240 Myrtle Rose RAIT, :
229-518 Auckland Carpenters and Joiners Union,
44-647 Raymond John DOWLE,
22-888 — John French TAYLOR, ~

L 48-956 William Herman GLADWIN,watersider,
L 25-479 Herman NUNES, : M
18-996 Frank WiSTON,

, 88-2183 _ Thomas Harold CRYER, F
210-898 NZ Carpenters and Joiners Union,
245-848 NZ Carpenters and Joiners Union,
15-718 Joseph Graham ROBERTS,

Of the above-named registered ovners of motor vehicles,
GLADWIN and ROBERTS have not previously come under notice.
Further enquiries will be made with a view to issuing Subversive
History sheets,

hough liberally supplied with benzinefor the
LCOX's car was seen around the booths on election

e 2

Communists who acted as chairmen were ;-

Gordon Harold ANDERS
Constance Miriam BAR’
Thomas Harold CRYER, SON,
John Robert FRENCH, : 1 dohn GOULD,
Frank William HENPLEWAN, — Stanley Hooper HIEATT,
Basil HOLMES, a William Donald Lachlan MACCALLUM,
Peter Wilfred George McARA, Donald McRWEN,
George Hdward McWHIRTER, Laurence Trevor MOSLEY,
Herman NUNES, Alexander George RAIT,
Joseph Graham» ROBERTS Aubrey Bruce SKILTON,
Robert SMALL, Herbert Leonard SPILLER
Edgar Wallis T. ) Mervyn Haley WILLIAMS,
James Sydney WILLIS Richard Charles WOLF,

The above-named chairmen are well known, except Kobert
SMALL, who has not previousl) come under notice at this office.
Further enquiries ape being made regarding SMALL with a view
to issuing a Subversive History sheet. 
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hdcleging as v eecey yelgecs! at the various—7
booths|ee election daythe following were noted t-

Eri Charles ARNOLD,
Arthur COLLINS,

auton,

MinnieLav: nia’ C.S.JACKSON-THOMAS
Brian Albert OLLERENSHAW,
Peter PaulPURDUE,
AlexanderGeorge RAIT,
ThomasLeslie Bead
Joyce Maimie STANLEY

ALL ieee

ms were ali
the booths buttheywere unknown — ° me and have
identified, ak

‘ The results of the election and figures :
comparison pupposes are : :

ARCH HILL,

Electors on roll .
Total voted .
Communist votes or
Communist % of total votes cast ee
Communist @ of electors on roll ..

_ In 1946 the Communist percentag:
rol: was 2.014, ‘In 1946 the Communist percenbag
numberof votés cast was 4.238%. Therewould appear to|
Ore35% in number of Communist votes, However i
borne in min E
a148 tpeescees t and as in other electorates the L 
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: Hf
AUCKLAND CENTRAL.

 

Electors on roll ae 9,888
Total voted ae 8, 101
Communist votes are 198 /

Communist % of total votes cast oe 2. 2h
Communist % of electors on roll os TS

1946 Labour majority « 3,478

1949 Labour majority 2,240

1949 Communist % of Labour majority 4, 8.2%

ONEHUNGA

Electors on roll oe 15, 658

Total voted oe 18, 418

Communist votes oe 187
Communist % of total votes cast ete 1.4%
Communist % of electors on roll os 1.2%
1946 Labour majority os 8, 424

1949 Labour majority ae 25199

1949 Communist @ of Labour majority aie 8.6%

Electors on roll ate 12, 497
Total voted oe 10, 624
Communist votes avs 116
Communist % of total votes cast as lle
Communist % of electors on roll ee 9%
1946 and 1949 no Labour majority,

Seat won by National Party.
1949 National majority increased by oe 476

PONSONBY

Electors on roll oe 13,774
Total voted we 11,714
Communist votes oe 130
Communist® of total votes cast oe 11
Communist % of electors on roll ore 26%
1946 Labour majority bile 8,481
1949 Labour majority on 2, 084
1949 Communist % of Labour majority ae 6.2%

WALTAKERE

Eleetors on roll ae, 17,131
Total voted oe 15, 028
Communist votes oe 367
Communist % of total votes cast did 2.4%
Communist #@ of electors on roll pee 2, 1%
1946 Labour majority ve 2,797
1949 Labour majority are 866
1949 Communist @ of Labour majority .. 42.4%

The total number of Communist votes cast in the
six Auckland electorates was 1314, or an average of 219 per
electorate, The total Communist vote for the 16 electorates
was 3267.

WELLINGTON (Average per electorate) 202.5
CHRISTCHURCH do, do. 199.5
DUNEDIN do. do. 15156.

A strong branch of the Communist Party functions in
the Roskill electorate and many Communists live in the working
elass electorate of Grey Lynn. There is no doubt that had not
such men as LANGSTONE and LEE been standing as Independents in
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i if
these two electorates the Communist Farty would have tried
thetr strength in these two electorates. Communist Party
branches function at Mount Albert, North Shore, Otahuhu,
Orakei (Tamaki and Remuera elettorates) and Eden-Roskill,

If the average of 219 is allowed for all 14 Auckland
electorates we have a total of 3,066 or almost one in every
hundred of the total population of this city who are possibly
sympathetic towards the Communist Party.

The total number of registered voters in Auckland atthe present time is 200,077. If the figure of 8,066 can be
taken as a reasonable figure, and I think it can, of the measure
of support the Communist Party can command, this represents
1.53 of the total voting strength of Auckland.

PARTY MEMBERS and sympathisers in 1927 numbered eis 98PARTY MEMBERS and sympathisers in 1988 numbered are 285S.H SHEETS held for Party members 1949 numbered oo 500Support for Communist Party as
disclosed from voting in oe 1949 numbered «. 3,066

On Election night the leader of the CommunistParliamentary candidates, Victor George WILCOX, when thankinghis supporters from radio station 14B, stated, "We are elatedwith the result." On the figures shown above it may beconsidered that there is some ground for WILCOX's optimism,

The organisation and Communist propaganda un thiscampaign met with a fair measure of success, While urban seatswere responsible for a swing to National, a slight movement isdetected to the extreme Left. This is most noticeable inWAITAKERE where the Labour majority was reduced by 1921 votesin a total of 15,028, It was in this electorate that GeorgeKdward JACKSON, a fruit farmer by occupation, seored thehighest number of votes received by a Communist candidate. Ths _electorate is bést described as part working class and partsmall farmer,

Following this election finance will not be soreadily forthcoming and economies will therefore have to be madein Communist Party administrative costs, It seems likely thatsome of the paid functionaries, the number of which was increasedthis year, will be the first to £0.

Sunday meetings held by the Communist Party in MyersPark were discontinued during the election campaign and thereis every possibility of the Party going into recess until theNew Year,

For your information, aa oy

The Superintendent of Police, 2AUCKLAND, é 2Detective Sergean
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For Fortnight: Ending. ...................-OFA.)

(Branch Secretary to fill in Names, Amounts, Remarks and forward with each Fortnightly Payment.)
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G.D.D. 11

SECRET—
EXTRACT/COPY

EB t Nov.
From (source Evens Se Reference: 49/559 Date: aie Eee

For File S- 21/2/10

OXSKZ o& From copy on P/F of Leonard H.Booth

Recrived on Extracted/SSpiéd by gee On 3 6.66

 (The original of this report cannot be traced at this date

3.6666, This a copy taken from one of the P/Fs mentioned on
cover sheet of 49/559)

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR PROTEST

Mr. R.A.K.Mason, of Auckland, who released a
statement of protest agaimst the denial of access for one

political party to the publicly-owned radio last Tuesday, now
advises the Press Association that the protest, which originally
was signed by a number of prominent citizens, has received

gadditional support.

Further signatories now named are Messrs.J
Roberts and A.8.Grant, president and Secretary of the Canterbury
Trades Council, Dr. R.S.Allen Rosenberg and P.d.
Alley (oniveraity lecturers),( C.W. Collins librarian), L.Benseman
artist) L.H.Booth (Painter). lincoln (W. B.A. )P.H.T. Alpers
barrister), H.G.Kilpatrick (union secretaky), and H..A.Holmes
theatre proprietor).
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> /VOLTCOPY i
Ex 8.49/558 O

Detecti
From (sovtce): D.MeKenzie, Napier. Reference: Date:.. 21-11-1949

For Fi No. 21/2/8

Original on. 21/9/9

Received on Bstdstfd/Lopied by aig On... 6=7=1959

REPORT of 3 Senior Detective D. McKenzie No.2515

RELATIVE to 3: A public meeting held in Dalton Street, Napier
by the Commnist Party's Parliamentary Candidate -
CHARLES JAMES BROWN ~ on evening of Friday,18th
November 1949,

I respectfully report having attended the Meeting referred to
above. There was an audience ef approximately 450 persons most of
whom - hy their demeanour- were semi-hostile to the speaker,

As previously reported, the speaker was introduced by FREDERICK
ATHOL MACE, Chairman of the Party's Political Campaign.

The speaker traversed the Party's policy previously outlined
and reported on dealing with their endeavours for World peace, better
ay for the workers, increased pensions for the aged, elimination of

taxes for those on the standard of living wage, better and more
adequate housing for all and a general uplift dn the standard of
living of the workers,

There was considerable interjection which was influenced by a
young man in a tattered shirt who demonstrated his aversion to what
the speaker had to say by shouting and shaking hands with himself in
front of the crowd. He was subsequently told to desist.

The speaker then introduced Mr.Ron SEIGEL of the Longburn
Freezing Works, Palmerston North; he proceeded to outline the
difficulty he had in making a living, when in Napier in the depression
days he had to obtain a meal by eating counter lunch at the Hotels.

Seigel continued his address along the lines of Brown dealing
with better standards of living for the worker, increased pay and
pensions and equality for all.

The speaker then dealt with his own difficulties in the manner
of employment he followed and the physical effort he had to put into
his daily toil, He finally concluded his address by extoling the
merits of the local candidate - Mr Brown = who was a pretty good chap
and to remember on Polling day to slip one in the ballot box for good
old Charlie BROWN.

The thread-bare question was asked, what would Mr.Brown do if
New Zealand went to war with Russia. His reply, as recorded in the
attached newspaper clipping, shows that he would defend New Zealand.

The meeting terminated at 9.20 p.m. No exception could be
taken to what was said by either speaker.

M ZIE

Senior Detective

SEGREF
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EXTRACT/QOPX/ i i

"Daily telegraph"
From (source): Napier Reference: Date: 19-11-1949

For FileNo.  21/2/8

Original on... .... “21/9/9

Received on Extracted/QopiedAy. Ee On 6-7-1959

JE. D 0;

NAPIER STREET MEETING

Communists with Loudspeakers
Have Hectic Time,

 

FLOW OF INTERJECTIONS

CRO RH meee eee HM OH EEE HHH SEO HEHEHE HEH SHEESH ET HE EES EE SH OTHE SHOR EO HH HEH OOH OOOE

Pennies Thrown In

When the first speaker, Mr. C, J. BROWN, the Communist Candidate
for Napier, said he had visited 16 houses when canvassing one part
of Napier and sold 13 pamphlets setting out the policy of his party,
one person in the crowd clapped, nearly everyone gave a series of
Bronx cheers, and several pennies were "thrown into the ring,"

"There 1s no more sincere man than the Communist candidate for
Napier", went on Mr. BROWN, but the remainder of his remark was lost
in the uproar that broke out. When comparative silence returned,
he went ons "Otherwise I would not stand up and take the abuse that
people throw at me."

When Mr. Ron SEIGEL, of Palmerston North, a member of the
Communist Party for 10 years, was. introduced, someone in the crowd
ealled for three boos, which were given,

“Well, ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much," he started,
but a chorus of booing temporarily halted his discourse.

A woman in the crowd; Shut up. Give him a hearing.
This was met with a further outbreak of booing and jeering.

Man "From Russia"

Up to this stage in the meeting the crowd had kept back from the
speaker's platform, and a young man dressed in rags, with red"weals"
across his back and "blood" streaming down his face suddenly appeared
in this open space. "I come from Russia," he cried, and received
an ovation from the crowd. He harassed the speakers for a few
minutes until a policeman spoke to him.

The interloper left, uttering as he went, the aside: "There's
no freedom here."

The crowd started to close in on the speaker and three policemen
appeared on the scene, standing in a semi-circle around the platform.
Other policemen, some in uniform and some in plain clothes,mingled
with the crowd, and their presence kept the crowd somewhat in check,

Upholding the working classes, Mr. SEIGEL said that during the war
the workers put their backs into it.

Interjector: Did you say the wharfies? Haven't you heard of the
1944 coal strikes? (Cheers from the crowd).

Cup Winner Wanted.

Mr. SEIGEL said his party advocated a general £2 a week wage
increase. "You may be happy with your wages, but I am not happy with
mine," he said.

Interjector: You don't work hard enoughs
When the chairman, Mr. F. A. MACE, said the speakers would answer

SEGREF
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EXTRACT/COPY/ b

"Daily telegrgph"

From (source): apier Reference: Date: 19-11-1949

_ For File No. 21/2/8

Original on 21/9/9

Received on y Extracte//Copied//. ee

 

Napier Street Mee "d.

questions one was! "What's going to win the cup to-morrow?"

"If New Zealand went to war with Russia what side would you
be on?" asked: someone else.

Mr. Browns I was asked the same question at the last meeting.
The answer is that Russia is not an agressive nation =

When the chorus of jeers and boos died down, Mr. BROWN saids
"It is no good kicking up a row if you want me to answer questions.
Give me a chance. Russia is not an agressive nation ="

There was another hubbub, but Mr. BROWN was finally able to
continue his reply to the question,

"= Therefore if this country is attacked by Russia I would
defend New Zealand." he said and his remark was received with derisive
cheers,

No Outside Finance.

"You have enjoyed yourselves and we have enjoyed it, too" said
Mr, MACE, when asking members of the audience to contribute towards
the cost of the Communist campaign. "The idea that the National
Party is financing us has been exploded and we must have money to
carry on," he said, speaking amid a general uproar, Few people
dropped a coin in the box that was taken around and one man who said
loudly, “here you are," was the cynosure of all eyes for yards around.

POOH eee REESE HEHE HOHE EE HHH SER EEE HEHEHE EEE ERE EE EOE E EE EE EEE BOOS
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NEW 7) BALL NUD). POL Cos: 1 "

. qe apse aa
Police Station. GREYMOUTH

Date. 19th. November,1949._

   Report of; Detective Sergeant R.J.A.BERRY, No. 3341

Relative to; Robert Henry MITCHELL, Communist candidate for
WESTLAND ELECTORATE.

I respectfully report further to my report of the
4th. November,&@949 that MITCHELL has addressed a further eight
meetings and arranged to address a further two meetings but owing
to the non appesrance of the public two meetings were abandoned.

I have prepared the attached schedule of meetings
showing the locality, name of chairman , number of public present
and conduct of the respective meetings.

All meetings have been well conducted and no subversive
utterances have been made.

There has not been any organised interjectors and
in most cases no interjections have been made during MITCHELL'S
address,

The attendance of the public has been poor and from
the general tone of the meetings it appears that the majority of
the public have attended merely out of curieusity.

The South Island Communist Party Organiser, Hugh John
McLEOD has attended all meetings and on four occasions has acted
as Chairman. He has confined his remarks to introducing the
candidate.

Richard MOTH of DOBSON has also presided as chairman at
three meetings. MOTH is an active member of the Communist
Party and I have submitted a separate report regarding his activit-
ies.

I will continue to submit reports on these meetings,still
to be held.

     ve Sergeant No. 3341
The INSPECTOR of POLICE, 19th. November,1949.

GREYMOUTH.

Of OLE

Forwarded to the Commissioner, x EXFRACTS/COPIES
Yd iam

Whpau, \\
[uspector
ne // 149.
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12-11-49  CAMERONS Meeting advertised but as no members of the public aattended meeting was abandoned.~
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From (source):...... PALMERSTON..NORTH. Reference: z : Date:..18 Nov...1949

For File No... 21/2/8

Original on... 24/9/12 B

Received on : & : BasrEHE/Copied by... peer , On.241960 j

REPORT OF : Det. Sergt. J.G.LONG No.2994

RELATIVE TO +: Communist Meeting held in Opera House Supper Room,
‘ Palmerston North on 17th November 1989.

, I respectfully report having attended the Communist Meeting held
in the Opera House Supper Room, Palmerston North on night of 17th
November 1949. Frederick William MANNING acted as Chairman, he being
@ communist previously reported on.

The meeting commenced at 8.10pm there being ten people present in ;
the hall and during the course of the meeting the audience grew to thirtee)
The Chairman introduced the first speaker, Ronald Andrew SEIGEL. SEHIGEL
commenced by outlining the Communist Party election policy which, he
stated, was a general increase of £2 a week wages for the workers. He
claimed this amount could be paid out of the profits made from the workers
labour. A second plank in their policy was Social Security which would
not be subscribed to by the worker but maintained out of the profits of
the workers labour. He condemned the Arbitration Court and alleged that
this Court had been useful to the present Government in keeping down the
workers wages, but he did not offer any suggestion as to what his Party
would put in its place. That appeared to be the Party's policy. He t en
went on to point out that the Nationalist and Labour Parties did not have
any policy for the present election campaign but that both were working
in the interests of Capital. He said a depression was close, that it had
started in Capitalist America where there were 6,000,000 unemployed. That
as England was controlled from America through American capital the slump
would soon affect England and then it would follow that New Zealand would
be affected. He attributed this coming slump to the Capitalist System.

He then made an attack on the Manawatu Daily Times claiming that
when reporting a recent meeting held by the Party in The Square, the
paper had published a pack of lies in the hopes that a prominent member

of the Party would be dismissed from his position in the Government
Service. He was also critical of what he called the policing of Communist
Party meetings and said the Commissioner had admitted that he was using
plain clothes women police as political spies at Communist Meetings .SEIGEI
closed his speech at 8.45pm. He has previously been reported on.

The next speaker was Mrs Margartha MANNING, wife of the Chairman.
She spoke until 9.30pm. She spent some time complaining about the trouble
the Party was having to obtain permission to hold meetings, especially
at the Band Rotunda. She also commented on the "Times" reports of meeting
held at Palmerston North. She was critical of the Capitalist policies

being put forward by the National and Labour Parties. She claimed that
one third of the World's population was Communist and that Communism
was the only way to World Peace.

A resolution was passed condemning the action of the Rt.Hon.P.FRASER
for not allowing the Communist Party time on the air to put their policy
before the people of the Dominion. Mrs MANNING has been previously
reported on. J.G.LONG

Det.Sergt. 2 .

MANAWATU EVENING STANDARD.

Wednesday, Nov. 16, 199.

Communist
Mrs M.MANNING and Mr R.SIEGEL Will Speak on the General Election

OPERA HOUSE SUPPER ROOM - ‘THURSDAY, Nov. 17th 8 P.M.
Questio:
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EXTRACT/COPY
Police Station a

From (source): NAPTRR Reference: X 49/545 j
ee i

For FileNo-.... 2272/8 f
Original on... 21/9/9 f

Receivedon coum Exfriidted/Copied by. . Lec : On... 152221960

REPORT OF : Detective Sergeant A.REID No.3010

RELATIVE TO +: Political meeting held by the Communist Party at Te Awa
Sehool, Napier on evening of 15.11.49

I respectfully report that I attended a meeting held .by the
Communist Party at the Te Awa School on the evening of 15.11.49.

The meeting was opened in one of the class rooms at 8.10pm by
the Chairman, Frederick Athol MACE. He stated that the speaker Charles
James BROWN was the Commmist Party's candidate for the Parliamentary
Election for Napier. He spoke very briefly in his introducing BROWN whom
he said was no doubt well known to all present, and that he was a returned
serviceman and was an employee of the Napier Gas Company.

BROWN commenced his address to the audience which consisted of
seven (7) persons. He stated that his Party's policy was in the first
instance to fight for peace. In this connection he spoke briefly with
reference to the compulsory military training referendum and that the
amount that the people would have to pay towards this scheme would be
equivalent to 15/- per week on every workers wages, and would build 9,000
homes each valued at £2,000f He repeated his previous remarks of other
meetings regarding the anti-conscription views having been kept away from
the public. :

He said that if elected to Parliament he would fight for better
relations and- trade with the new Chinese republic, the Soviet Union
and other Eastern European countries.

The Communist Party would improve the standard of living and see
khat the basic wage was £8.5.0 per week, and that workers who were sick
or injured at work would receive’ full wages - which was more needed in
such times than when at work.

He dealt with the housing problem and said that he would press for
concerted agkkm effort in centres to have adequate homes provided for the
workers.

There would be no taxation on anything under the basic wage, and
pensions should be increased particularly the age benefit.

He gave figures of the profits of the Hawkes Bay Farmers over a
period of years and stated that this should not be allowed. He said
that most other such firms received large profits and dividends.

In ansver to a question by a woman in the audience who claimed
that a man who was an age pensioner and who was sick was unable to earn
an extra £1 a week such as other similar pensioners did, he said that
this should not be so, that the sick pensioner should have his pension
made up to the equivalent.

There were no interjeections and no other questions and the
meeting was orderly. The Chairman closed the meeting at 9,20pm.

A.REID

Detective Sergt.3010.
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For File No. 21/2/8.

Original on... .... 21/9/9
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REPORT OF : Senior Detective D.McKenzie No.2515

RELATIVE TO : A public meeting held in the Meanee School by the Communist
Party's Parliamentary Candidate - Charles James BROWN —- on
the evening of Monday the 14th of November 199.

I respectfully report having attended the Meeting referred to
above, which commenced at 8.10p.m. and concluded at 9.50p.m.

As in former meetings, the chairman was Frederick Athol MACE,
who outlined the qualities of the Candidate and introduced him to the
audience, which comprised six males.

The speaker again covered similar subjects, to those previously
outlined at his meetings. In again stating that the so-called Democratic
Body, the Napier Returned Servicemen's Association had refused them the

use of their Hall for political purposes, one of the audience said
"Serves you right, you have always been against King and Country.”

Reference was again made to the fallacy of war and the Party's
endeavours to bring about Peace, adding that we are still in debt and
paying for the Battle of Waterloo.

The speaker traversed the subjects of lack of adequate housing

and the proposal to erect a transit system of housing pending the
erection of permanent dwellings.

Reference was made to the fact that the speaker's Party would

repeal the compulsory military training legislation, ban atomic bombs
and energy and any other form of destruction which was for the mass

extermination of the peoples of the world.

The Party would fight to free the peoples of the World from the

dominance of the Almighty Dollar and establish friendly relations with
the new Communist Chinese State.

Reference was made to the Party's effort - if they obtained
power — to raise the wages of all workers by two pounds a week, pensions
by an additional pound and the elimination of Income Tax on persons

receiving the basic wage (£29 salary).

The speaker emphasised the fact that the eighteen-year olds
should have had the vote, if they were the ones that should be enrolled
for Military Training.

At the conclusion of the address, questions were invited.
These dealt with the fallacy of the speaker's remarks in saying that tax
could be eliminated, when taxes were necessary for the running of the

country.

Mr MACE then appealed for contributions to pay the expense of

hiring the Hall, and said "You know gentlemen that our Party Emblem is
the hammer and sickle"; when Mr McGRATH one of the audience said "Yes,
MACE, and that sickle should be round your neck."

D. McKENZIE

Senior Detective.

SECRET
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~ EXTFRACT/COPY

From (source): POl.Stn. Napier Reference: cx. 49/544 - Date: 15/11/49

For File No. . 21/2/8

Original on. 21/9/9

Received\ on ve. ‘ Extracted/Copied by aa On....1/2/60

Report of: Detective Sergeant A. Reid No.3010
Relative to: Political meeting held by "Communist Party" at Liberty

Hall Carlyle Street on evening of Sunday the 13.11.49
 

I respectfully report that with Constable Goodson I
attended a meeting held by the above mentioned party at the Libemy Hall
Carlyle Street Napier, on the evening of "SUNDAY" the 13th. instant.

The meeting commenced at 8,5 p.m with a short opening
address by the Chairman FREDERICK ATHOL MACE, He stated that the meeting
would be addressed by Mr. Brown who was the Napier Candidate for the
Communist Party at the forthcoming Parliament Election. He gave a short
outline of Brown's history and stated that he would deal mainly with a
reply to the accusations of Mr. Armstrong M.P.

Mr. Mace went on to say that they had with them Mr.Ronald
SMITH the Communist candidate for Island Bay who was an able speaker,
University student and who had just recently returned from a visit to
Europe and was able to speak on the conditions there,

He also stated that they would show a film which would
bear out what Mr. Smith would have to say,and asked the audience to give
both speakers a fair hearing and that after they had both spoken the
film would be shown, and then any questions would be answered by either
Mr. BROWN em MR. SMITH,

Mr. BROWN then commenced his address by an attack on
Mr. ARMSTRONG. He said that the&ccusations of Mr. ARMSTRONG that the
Communist Party had been receiving finance from the National Party was
just pure nonsense and was certainly not true. Mr. ARMSTRONG's statement
ae been denied by the National Party and he "BROWN" #igorously denied

He went on to say that the National Party represented the
employing and exploiting class. The money that the Communist Party
were spending on this campaign had been contributed by theworkers of
New Zealand, The workers had contributed some £10,000 in a period of
six months,

He made reference to Mr. ARMSTRONG having moaned about the
vote splitting and how the Communist Party had opposed him on account
of his small majority. He, BROWN, was not coneerned about the vote
aplitting bogey, but about the tactics of the Labour Government who
since 1936 had dropped the cudgels of the working class. Had the
Government carried on with its traditions and Policy of the Labour party
as they had started, the communist party would not be standing against
them today.

The labour party had made a great cry about the vote
splitting in this electorate, but nothing had been said about Mr.
LANGSTON being opposed by them at Roskill because of his stand against
conscription,

He made reference to Mr. ARMSTRONG having not always been
against the Communist party and produced and read what purported to be
a letter signed by Mr, ARMSTRONG addressed to the Secretary of the
Communist Party at Hastings in which he thanked them for their puxpork
support at the Election -.

The speaker also made reference to the referendum on
eonscription and said that £40,000 of the peoples money had been used
to sell "Yes votes" whilst no facilities had been given to the "No vote"
protagonists. He said that there was no difference between the
Labour Government and the Nationalists as their principles were basically
the samee
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Mr. Brown then stated that Mr Fraser the Prime Minister
has accused him of being an agent of a Foreign Power. He added "I
said it at my street meeting, and I repeat it - "Mr, Fraser is a liar",
Some member in the audience called our "So is Stalin", He went on to
say that the year 1916 Mr Fraser had been accused of being a German
agent and in 1919 he had been accused of being a Russian agent, He
went on to say that he believed that in 1916 Mr Fraser had jumped on the
Union Jack, and said "I have never jumped on the Union Jack", He
explained that he had served in the first world war and had given his
services in the last war and that he is the only candidate in this
election, for NAPIER, who was a returned serviceman, He produced two
medals which he threw on the table - saying "for what they are worth
and despite this fact I was refused the use of the R.S.A. hall,whilst
all the other candidates - who were not ex servicemen - had been allowed
the use of that hall",

Brown was then followed by the other speaker who was
introduced by the chairman "Mace" as Mr Ron Smith the Comnunist
Candidate for Island Bay.

In opening his address Mr Smith described himself as a
Victoria University Student who had attended a conference of the World
Federation of Democratic youth in Hungary. He said that his Party's
main platform was "PEACE" and that this could only be achieved by
progress and giving the workers of the world the right to control their
own affairs, He went on to explain that he had visited several Eastern
European countries including Hungary and Czechoslovakia where the people
had wonderful conditions today. The working elass were happy in their
employment, the workers having their own representatives elected from
the rank and file, as manager, foreman and other executive positions
in the factories and so on; that the people were all properly housed
and general conditions were alniost 100 per cent better than had previously
obtained.

He went on to explain the Education system which was free,
and that the children were given every opportunity to learn trades etc.
He explained that in Hungary the children had their own holiday resort
where thousands of them from all over the country went free every year
for their holidays, That they had their own railway system to this
resort which was operated by the children with the exception of the
drivers of the railway engines. He stated that the film which would be
shown would give a clearer set up of what went on there,

The speaker pointed out that these countries were all
working for "Peace" whilst America was building up her stores of Atomic
war machines for war.

A short film was then shown ~ taking about 15 minutes
which purported to show the conditions in Hungary at the present time/
This show@d thag children running a Railway system to a holiday resort,
workers in factories and children being educated in various trades etc.
It also showed a meeting of the World Federation of Democratic youth, and
a canal being made in which women and children all assisted. There was
nothing in this (movie) film which could be taken exception to,

At the end of the showing of the film the chairman
indicated that the speakers would be pleased to answer any questions.

One question which was asked of Mr. Brown was whether,
if Mr. Armstrong made a statement that he would follow the original
socialistic principles of the Labour Party,the Gommunist Party would
withdraw its candidate from the Napier contest. His reply to this was

SEGREF
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that it was hard for a party to retract and, even if Mr. Armstrong
gave such an assurance, his party would prevent him carrying it out.

In answer to another question about the 18 year olds,
he said that they were quite old enough then to be able to cast a
vote, and if they were old enough to be called up for military training
(conscripted) in peace time, they were old enough to vote.

Questions were asked of Mr. Smith as to whether or not
thesd Eastern European countries were dominated and controlled by the
Soviet Union. He said that this was not so, that the people of these
countries had elected their own representatives and that there were
several parties in their Parliaments. He also said that it was true
that there were a very few Soviet officials in Austria still and it was
necessary to go through Austria to get to Hungary, but that this was a
matter of control in keeping with the occupation by Western Powers in
Europe.

 

The meeting which was conducted in an orderly manner
concluded and was closed by the chairman Mr Mace at 10.25 p.m. after a
collection had been taken up. There were some 73 persons present,
The attached pamphlet is a copy of which was handed round the audience.

A. REID
Detective-Segeant, 3010
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SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY MEETING held at corner of England and
Costley Streets, Ponsonby at 7.30 pm on 7.11.49.

"Vide attached"

The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND.

The persons mentioned in the attached report are :
Henry Mornington SMITH
Ben BRAY
Edgar Wallis TAYLOR and
Myrtle Rose RAIT,

Subversive History sheets have been issued in each instance,

R. JONES.

Police Stn.Ponsonby 10.11.49
Report of Const. C.V.Steers No. 3966
Relative to: General Election Campaign, Communist Candidate,Harry

SMITH (Ponsonby Electorate) speaking at the corner
England Street and Costley Street at 7/30 pm on 7.11.49.
 

I respectfully report that at 7.30 p.m on Monday 7th
November 1949, I attended a meeting of the Communist Party Election
Campaign at the open air meeting on the corner of England Street and
Costley Street.

The speaker was the Communist Candidate, Harry SMITH
(Ponsonby Electorate) and his organiser,Ben BRAY. The chairman was
Edgar Taylor.

A loud speaker system was erected on a Triumph motor car
licensed No.44,240 the property of Michael RAIT, 8 Larchwood Ave.,
Grey Lynn, and was in Costley Street about 30 feet from England
Street.

The meeting commenced at 7.50 p.m and Mr. SMITH spoke
on the Communist Policy as follows..

The Communist Party stood for the working class people.
- Peace and anti-conscription of territorials.

3. Free and ifdependent Trade Unions.
4. Increased social security benefits.
5. Increased wages for workers.
6. Improved housing and transit housing.
7. Capitalism meant wars and depressions.

Mr. SMITH spoke precisely along the same lines as his
previous meetings in which he freely criticised Torys and Capitalism.

An average of about 20 persons were present mostly of
whom appeared to be there out of curiosity and would be those living
in the vicinity of the meeting.

& collection was taken by a lady who was one of the
members of the Party and few donations were madee

The questions were called fors;none were asked and the
meeting then terminated at 8.40 p.m. All those present conducted
themselves in an orderly manner.

1.
2

C. V. STEERS
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SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY MEETING held in New North Road, Page's
Corner Kingsland, Auckland at 7.30 pm on 4.11.49

"Vide attached" Seabee these

The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND.

This meeting was previously reported by Constable WILKS,
and my covering minute dated 11.11.49.refers.

The ae names of those mentioned in the attached report
are Herman NUNES, Victor George WILCOX, Thomas Leslie RICHARDS,
Samuel Roderick EVANS, and Colin James HONEY. Subversive History
sheets have been issued for NUNES,WILCOX and RICHARDS.

In the attached report EVANS and HONEY are referred to
as known Communists. This is based on the fact that HONEY introduced
EVANS to WILCOX. Seealso my minute of the 11.11.49 referred to above.
Further enquiries are being made re EVANS and WILCOX.

R. JONES.

Report of Const.R.Wilks No.2510 5.11.1949
Relative to Political meeting Pages Corner,New Nth.Rd.,Kingsland

on evening of 4.11.49; Victor WILCOX,Commnist speaker,
Chariman Mr. NUNES.

I respectfully report that on the evening of the 4th
November 1949 the Communist party held a political meeting at Pages
Corner,New North Rd, the chairman was Mr.NUNES and the speaker Victor
WILCOX, candidates for the Arch Hill electorate.

The subject discussed was principally condemnation of both
other parties, Labour and National; he also condemmed the Auckland
Star for not accepting their advertisements,stating that the Auckland
Star had conferred with Bishop Liston and as a result the Star had
refused to publish their advertisements in regard to their meetings.

Wilcox also condemned the broadcasting services because
the Communist party were unable to get on the air and that their
policy was so much better that the other two parties they were afraid
to let the public hear their policy; he also stated that he received
his instruction direct from Moscow and that he was not afraid to say so.

The only known Communists present were Samuel Roderick
Evans, 529 New North Rd., Railway employee, ex Constable Colin W.
Honey, 40 Fourth Avenue,Carpenter and Leslie Francis Richards, 7
Central Road, Kingsland, watersider.

The chairman went amongst the spectators,about 24 all
told, selling pamphlets at 1/- each;very few were sold; he also
took up a collection and the amount announced was £1.12.6.

The meeting was very orderly and quiet, nothing transpired
that any exception could be taken; there was no heckling or
interjections.

R. WILKS.
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REPORT OF : Senior Detective D.McKenzie No.2515

RELATIVE TO +: A public meeting held in Dalton Street, Napier, by the
Communist Party Parliamentary Candidate - Charles James

BROWN = on the evening of Friday the 11th November 1949.

I respectfully report having attended the meeting referred to above,
which commenced at 8pm, and concluded at 9.20pm. The Chairman was
Frederick Athol MACE.

Mr BROWN again went over similar ground to that already covered in
his Election addresses, when dealing with the referendum taken on
compulsory military training, he stated that should the Communist Party
assume power they would repeal the decision taken by the people in
advocating for compulsory military training. As indicated in the attached
Press clipping, he stated that his Party did not have an opportunity of
presenting their views to the public

The speaker then went on to say that his Party were contemplating
taking action against the Prime Minister, who had stated that the Communist
Party were in receipt of funds from a foreign power.

Emphases was laid on one of the main planks of the Party in their
endeavour to obtain peace, adding that the Americans were holding atomic

power to dominate Soviet Russia and the rest of the world.

Reference was then made to the fact that the speaker had served in
the 1914/18 campaign on active service and that he had served with the
armed forces in the last war in New Zealand.

There was considerable interjection, particularly from a body of
youths, consequently it was just difficult to hear what the speaker had to

say. The speaker then requested the Chairman to say something, but on his
appearance on the platform, which was a piece of board on the rear carrier
of BROWN's car (Chevrolet License No.79-096) he was met with stormy
disapproval and apart from intimating that he was a member of the Returned
Servicemen's Association, the rest of what he had to say was drowned in the
noise made by interjectors. Subsequently he introduced to the audience
Mr Ron SMITH, who had just come from behind the mythicalIron Curtain.

SMITH was greeted in a similar manner to MACE, but later was given a
reasonable hearing. SMITH described himself as a Victoria University
student, who had represented Youth Movements in Hungary and other Eastern
European Countries. It was later ascertained that SMITH was the

Parliamentary Candidate (Communist) for Island Bay.

SMITH was a particularly good speaker, whose intelligence was very
much in excess of the majority of his audience. The speaker dealt with
the conditions prevailing behind the mythical Iron Curtain, where the
peasants were now happy in employment, education, housing and general
conditions under Communist rule as compared to the life of serfdom

previously lived. He instanced that there was alsoreligious freedom, the
speaker having actually visited the several churches during their religious
services.

SMITH went on to say that the Catholics in Eastern Europe now recognise

the Communist Party and collaborate with the State. This statement
received an emphatic "No" from a number of the audience. In dealing
with Cardinal Mindszenty, the speaker said he violated the laws of the
country in committing treason with America; he had pleaded guilty and was
dealt with. This also met with a protest from a number of the audience.
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A questioner enquired why he or any of the Communist Party offered

their services as parliamentarians, when he said "You have only to look
at the British Parliament where we have Willie GALLAGHER as the Communist
representative, were it not for him the powers would get away with a lot
that was detrimental to the worker" "So you see if we only get one
representative it will serve to lessen the lot of the working man".

There was an audience of from 50 to 300 people, which fluctuated
from the lesser number at the commencement until the latter number at
the conclusion of the address.

The speaker intimated that. a meeting was to be held in the Liberty
Hall on Sunday the 13th inst when a film would also be shown. A copy
of the Communist paper "People's Voice" is attached.

D. McKENZIE

Senior Detective.
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NOISY RECEPTION - COMMUNISTS IN NAPIER.

Speakers Jeered At Meeting In Street.

MOTOR CAR PLATFORM.

Scores of jeering, noisy voices created a hubbub, which compelled the
speakers to shout in order to be heard, when the Napier Communist Party
held a meeting in Dalton Street from the carrier of a motor-car last
evening. The only incident occurred when a bespectacled youth tried to
let down the tyre of the candidate's car.

Cries of "Get back to Russia" and "Why don't you pipe down?" were
called from all quarters of the crowd of more than 400 which packed around
the Party's platform. The Chairman, Mr F.A.MACE, was greeted with further
catcalls when he tried unsuccessfully, on several occasions, to quell the
rowdy element.

x The speakers were the Communist candidate for Napier, Mr C.J.BROWN and’
Mr Ron SMITH, Communist candidate for Island Bay (Wellington), who was state
to have just returned from Eastern Europe.

"WHAT ABOUT RUSSIA?"

A particularly stormy reception greeted s remark by Mr BROWN, the first
speaker, that the Americans were holding the atom bomb over the heads of the

U.S.S.R. and the rest of the world. "What about Russia?" cried a chorus of
voices. After reviewing international affairs, against a volley of inter-
jections, the candidate said he would ask the Chairman if he were ready for
question time.

Voice: "Why ask him?

Mr BROWN: He's ‘controlling the meeting.

Another voice: Yes, but who controls him?

Interjector: Joe STALIN!

Cheering and shouts of "Good on them!" followed Mr MACE's statement
that the RSA had refused his Party the use of the RSA Hall. "I'm a member
of the RSA. I dropped bombs over Germany. My friend is a member of the
RSA," the Chairman called back.

Voice: You're a servant of Russia.

RELIGION IN EUROPE.

"Come to our meeting on Sunday night where you can't hide behind some-
one else's back," Mr MACE called to the interjectors. He then introduced
"Comrade" SMITH to answer questions. The first question concerned
religious freedom in Eastern Europe.

"The Catholics in Eastern Germany now recognise the Communist Party,
and work hand in hand with the State," he replied.

Voices: No, not

Interjector: It's a dirty lie. It's the worst lie you've ever told.

Another voice: What about Cardinal Mindszenty? What about Jan Masaryk?

Mr SMITH: Cardinal Mindszenty broke the laws of the country and he pleaded
guilty.

Voice: Under pressure from Russia.

Second Voice: What laws did he break?

Mr SMITH; He committed treason by collaborating with America.

Voices: That's not true.

Mr SMITH; It is true. It isp't a lie.
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NATIONAL SERVICE ISSUE.

Earlier, Mr BROWN had said that the Communist Party, if it gained
power, would repeal the conscription law. A questioner asked why they

should do this when the people had shown that they wanted conscription.

Mr SMITH: Because the voice of the anti-conscription movement was stifled.

The Communist Party was not allowed to present its views to the public.

Voice: You had a fair go.

Second voice: You shouldn't be allowed to do anything.

Mr SMITH; We weren't allowed to use the radio.

The discussion trailed off in a series of booes and jeering.
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SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY MEETING held in New North Road (Page's
Corner) Kingsland on 4.11.49.

ee "Vide attached"

The Superintendént of Police,
AUCKLAND.

In company with Const.Wise I attended this meeting for a short
eriod.

P The chairman was Herman NUNES and the speaker, Victor George
WILCOX, They were supported by Mervyn Haley WILLIAMS. All are the
subjects of Subversive History Sheets.

On my arrival at the meeting I noticed ex-Temporary Constable
Colin James HONEY speaking to WILLIAMS and NUNES. On seeing me HONEY
left them and spoke to an elderly man.

Subsequent enquiry from Const.Wilks shows that the elderly
man is named EVANS. At the conclusion of the meeting HONEY introduced
WILCOX to EVANS who wished the candidate every success. Further
enquiries will be made regarding EVANS.

HONEY who attended some of the later meetings of the de-
registered Carpenters Union appears to be sympathetic towards the
Communist Party, if not actually a member.

In the People's Voice newspaper dated 30.3.49 it was reported
that C. J. HONEY donated 10/- to the Commnist Party Election
Fighting Fund.

For your information.

R. JONES.

Pol.Stn.Kingsland Ref. 638/49 5.11.49
Report of Const. R. Wilks No.2510
Relative to: Victor WILCOX, Communist meeting New North Rd.Kingsland

on night of 4.11.49

I respectfully report that I attended this meeting on the
night of the 4th November 1949. There would be an average of 24
persons present all the time with people coming and going.

The meeting was quiet and there was no heckling whatever
and nothing transpired where any exception could be taken; the
meeting lasted 14 hours.

A collection was taken up and most of the persons
present contributed;the total amount as announced was £1/12/6.

R. WILKS
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SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY MEETING held in Royal Oak Hall on
2.11.49.

__"Videattached" _

The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND.

The two speakers mentioned in the attached report are Lillian
Rita SMITH and Roy STANLEY for whom Subversive History sheets
have been issued.

R. JONES.

Police Stn.Onehunga 3.11.49
Report of Senr.Sergt.Clark No.1748
Relative to: Communist candidates meeting on 2.11.49 _

I respectfully report attending an election address
by the Communist candidate for Onehunga, Mr. Stanley,in the
Royal Oak Hall on 2.11.49.

Mrs. Rita SMITH a candidate for one of the City
Electorates also gave an address. There were only about twenty
persons attending the meeting.

The addresses were of the usual kind given by these
people. There were no interjections. Everything was orderly
and nothing said or inferred that could be termed subversive
or objectionable, and nothing for any Police intervention,

D. CLARK.
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