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Trade Unionists say . . .

The following statement in support of t ,

Delegation campaign is submitted by . .™

MR T. R. GEBBIE, Sec, N.Z. Railway Tradesmen’s Assn.

MR. C. GOUGH, Secretary, Dairyworkers’ Union.

MR. W. MOLINEUX, for New Zealand Carpenters’ Union.

T= opportunity for Trade Unionists to visit the

U.S.S.R. is one that New Zealand Unionists
should eagerly seize upon, in view of the many con-
flicting statements that appear in print from the pens

of those who, sympathetic or otherwise, have appar-
ently had no trouble in passing the “Iron Curtain.”

If restrictions are placed on the movements of
visitors to the U.S.S.R., an intelligent man would
quickly be aware of them. To know the truth of
conditions within that country, it seems necessary to
send honest men to see for themselves.

Paid newspaper reporters are only paid to write
as. their employers’ interests dictate; politicians only
report according to political expediency, but honest,
intelligent workers, elected by people who know them,
should be able to give reports that, whether favour-
able or not, would be reliable.

New Zealand visitors could have a look at Soviet
schemes for wage fixing, social insurance and workers’
paticipation in the control of industry and on their
return enable their sponsors, through their reports,
to compare these with conditions in our own country.

MR. ROBERT ADAMS,Secretary of the Welling-
ton Painters’ and Decorators’ Union, and chairman of
the Delegation Organising Committee, puts the case
this way:—

“There are many questions that cannot be sens-
ibly answered about the Soviet Union, while there is
a consistent and confusing barrage of propaganda
from Press, Radio, and monopoly magnates. We
cannot all go to Russia and find out for ourselves,
but democratically elected delegates could represent
us and report back as to just what is going on.

“Tf there are any logical reasons why a delega-
tion should not visit Russia, I would like to hear them,
for we are told and read so much about that country
that surely in our age we are entitled to first-hand
information. Such a delegation could give us just
that information.

atte

'. “An invitation to visit the U.S.S.R. has been
issued to New Zealanders at my Committee’s request
by the! viet All-Union Council of Trade Unions, so
why not go?”

". . . goodwill and trustworthy information."
The REVEREND LLOYD GEERING,St. James’

Presbyterian Church, Newtown, gives his support to
the proposed delegation, and writes as follows:—

“T am very interested in this proposal to send a
delegation of New Zealand workers on a short tour
of Soviet Russia. I believe it could be an important
factor in the spread of goodwill and trustworthy in-
formation. At a time when there is so much distrust
between Russia and the democratic nations, it is
important to promote as much coming and going as
possible on a personal level. The men and women
chosen for such a delegation should be widely known
for their sober judgment and love of truth, and it
would be a good thing if different shades of opinion
were represented within the delegation.”

‘,..no hope forcivilisation unless . . .'
“T believe there is no hope for civilisation as we

knowit unless the U.S.S.R. and the West get together
on a programme of building, instead of remaining
apart on a programme of destruction, of which the

present rearmament race is the first step,” writes
MR. ANTON VOGT,well-known poet and prominent

figure in New Zealand educational circles.

He continues, “Such ‘getting together’ can no
longer mean only discussion at Governmental level,
because Governmental representatives necessarily
echo the lack of understanding inherent in a divided
world. What we do need is joint participation on
fundamental problems of food, shelter, clothing, edu-
cation, etc., by specialists concerned more with these
things than with sovereignty or ‘points scoring’ in
an international ‘game of honour.’ And before we
can get such participation, we must have some in-
formation about each other and what we are doing.
That is why I welcome the suggestion that disinter-
ested observers (I believe there are such people), with
no political or economic axe to grind, should move
as freely as possible between East and West, pledging
themselves only to report honestly on what they
see.

“Tf New Zealand can send anyoneto the U.S.S.R.
to observe and report, that will malke up in part for
the mistake of cutting us off from the U.S.S - diplo-
matically by closing the Moscow Legation. « ¢ regard
the closing of the Legation as a mistake if relations
were not quite hopeless, because the primary function
of a Legation should be to improve relations: and as
doubly mistaken if relations were hopelessly strained,
because its function then was to establish them.”

"... the whole truth is not being told... ."
Himself having just returned from a tour of the

Soviet Union with his wife, and being a member of
the Delegation Organising Committee, H. WINSTON
RHODES, Associate Professor of English at Canter-
bury University College, writes in strong support:—

“The importance of sending a New Zealand delega-
tion to the Soviet Union cannot be over-estimated.
Other countries have been well represented among
the people who are continually passing backwards and
forwards from West to Hast. In recent months,
groups of trade unionists, medical men, teachers,
Quakers, and many others, have gone from England
to the Soviet Union.

“New Zealanders, like other people, want first-
hand information on conditions in that country, on
attitudes to peace and war, on the society that has
been built. Many of them believe that the whole
truth is not being told. Therefore it is exceedingly
important that delegates be democratically elected by
their fellow-workers, and that they should go in a
spirit of goodwill, to investigate, to understand, and
to report back. I strongly support every effort that
is made to send a delegation. composed of trade union-
ists, as I believe that it will help, if only in a small
way, to ease international tension which is based so
much on fear and ignorance.”

“,.. being led up the garden path?..."
WILLIS T. G. AIREY, Associate Professor of

History at Auckland University College, endorses the
Delegation campaign, saying:—

“We are often told that the ‘free nations’ of the
world are threatened with aggression and domina-
tion by the imperialism of the Soviet Union, and
we are told harrowing stories of the dictatorship and
slavery that are alleged to exist there. On thatbasis,
we are urged to spend millions on warlike prepara-
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tion ~ and to link our destiny with that of the United
Stavs as a great protector. Out of this great ab-
sorptio of labour and materials into unproductive
work coe shortages of goods, rising prices, and
lowering of living standards—if nothing worse.

“Now, if it is true that the ‘free nations’ are
threatened by a tyrannous monster, as many coun-
tries were when Hitler rose in Germany, then all
this would be reasonable enough. But we find some
queer customers being classed as allies of freedom—
Franco, Chiang Kai-shek, Bao Dai, Turkey, Greece,
Japan. Moreover, on the other side we hear an em-
phasis on peace, on freedom and democracy, on cul-
tural development, and on_ self-determination for
oppressed peoples. We know, too, that only there
are prices going down and living standards. rising.
Are we then being led up the garden path when we
are loaded with war preparations? Is the Soviet
Union being made into a bogy-man to frighten us
into doing something that we would not do if we
knew the facts?

“Tt is ordinary working-people who pay the
highest price for war preparations and for the wars
they are apt to lead to. They should take every
chance to find out the facts for themselves. That is
why I think it would be an excellent thing to send a
delegation to the Soviet Union. Let workers on the
job select representatives that they can rely on to
look at things honestly and who can come back and
tell them what the Soviet Union looks like to men
who work fortheirliving.

“Tf they think it is a threat to the hopes of the
ordinary people of the world for peace and a richer
life, we can take measures accordingly. If, on the
other hand, they bring back a good report, then that
could help to save us from falling into a trap and
being led into one of the greatest disasters of human
history.” | .

Russian Hospitality ...
MISS BETTY ARYA, a New Zealand delegate

to the 1951 Youth Festival in Berlin where she met
a large number of Soviet young people, writes in
support of the sending of a representative New Zea-
Jand delegation to the Soviet Union on these grounds:

“Meeting and talking to Russians interests you
in their problems and thus helps to prevent war. It
would be a wonderful experience for New Zealanders
to go to the Soviet Union because of Soviet hospitality,
and their pride in what all their people are doing.”

YOU Can Help

the Campaign
@ ATTEND, with your friends, the public

meetings which will be organised by the
Committee.

 

 

@KEEP UP with the latest moves by follow-
ing the Committee’s Press statements, aiid

further leaflets issued by it.

@ SPREAD THE NEWSabout the proposed

delegation among your friends and ac-
quaintances, and seek support for it in the

various organisations to which you belong.

@GIVE DONATIONS, either through the
Official Donation Sheets which are being
widely circulated, or by writing directly

to—

The Secretary,

MR. RON DORE,

54 Pipitea Street, Wellington.

+

BTANDARD PRESS, WELLINGTON

A hance to See

For Yourself!
COMBINED COMMITTEEfor organ-

ising a delegation to the U.S.S.R. urges
you to read thisleaflet and to give it serious
thought.

  

About the Committee ...

@It was elected from a public meeting held
in Wellington last Labour week-end, and
comprises Mr. R. Adams, chairman; Mr. R.
Dore, Secretary; Associate Professors Airey
and Rhodes; Mr. C. Gough, Secretary Dairy
Workers’ Union; Mr. T. R. Gebbie, Secretary
Railway Tradesmen’s Association; repre-
sentatives from the New Zealand Carpen-
ters’ Union; a numberof other trade union-

ists, and two members of the National
Executive of the N.Z. Society for Closer Re-
Jations with the U.S.S.R.

@ Thesole purpose of the committee was to
seek an invitation and to assist in organis-
ing a delegation of New Zealanders to visit
the Soviet Union as guests of the Soviet
Trade Unions which have in reply to the
Committee’s request issued an invitation for
six to eight New Zealand Trade Unionists
and Farmers to visit Russia.

@ All delegates will be elected by their own
organisations, and the Committee will try
in every way to help delegates on their
journey.

@ The following statements, in support of
such a delegation speak for themselves.

(Signed) R. DORE, Hon, Secretary.
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Trade Unionists say . . .

The following statement in support of the

Delegation campaign is submitted by ...

MR T. R. GEBBIE, Sec. N.Z. Railway Tradesmen’s Assn.

MR. C. GOUGH,Secretary, Dairyworkers’ Union.

MR. W. MOLINEUX, for New Zealand Carpenters’ Union.

opportunity for Trade Unionists to visit the

US.S.R. is one that New Zealand Unionists

should eagerly seize upon, in view of the many con-

flicting statements that appear in print from the pens

of those who, sympathetic or otherwise, have appar-

ently had no trouble in passing the “Iron Curtain.”

If restrictions are placed on the movements of
visitors to the U.S.S.R., an intelligent man would
quickly be aware of them. To know the truth of
conditions within that country, it seems necessary to
send honest men to see for themselves.

Paid newspaper reporters are only paid to write
as their employers’ interests dictate; politicians only
report according to political. expediency, but honest,
intelligent workers, elected by people who iknow them,
should be able to give reports that, whether favour-
able or not, would be reliable.

New Zealand visitors could have a look at Soviet
schemes for wage fixing, social insurance and workers’
paticipation in the control of industry and on their
return enable their sponsors, through their reports,
to compare these with conditions in our own country.

MR. ROBERT ADAMS,Secretary of the Welling-
ton Painters’ and Decorators’ Union, and chairman of
the Delegation Organising Committee, puts the case
this way:—

“There are many questions that cannot be sens-
ibly answered about the Soviet Union, while there is
a consistent and confusing barrage of propaganda
from Press, Radio, and monopoly magnates. We
cannot all go to Russia and find cut for ourselves,
but democratically elected delegates could represent
us and report back as to just what is going on.

“Tf there are any logical reasons why a delega-
tion should not visit Russia, I would like to hear them,
for we are told and read so much about that country
that surely in our age we are entitled to first-hand
information. Such a delegation could give us just

that information.

./ “An invitation to visit the U.S.S.R. has been
isSued to New Zealanders at my Committee’s request
by the! viet All-Union Council of Trade Unions, so
why not’ go?”

"|... goodwill and trustworthy information."
The REVEREND LLOYD GEERING,St. James’

Presbyterian Church, Newtown, gives his support to

the proposed delegation, and writes as follows:—

“I am very interested in this proposal to send a
delegation of New Zealand workers on a short tour
of Soviet Russia. I believe it could be an important
factor in the spread of goodwill and trustworthy in-
formation. At a time when there is so much distrust
between Russia and the democratic nations, it is
important to promote as much coming and going as
possible on a personal level. The men and women
chosen for such a delegation should be widely known
for their sober judgment and love of truth, and it
would be a good thing if different shades of opinion
were represented within the delegation.”

. ..no hope forcivilisation unless .. ."
“T believe there is no hope for civilisation as we

know it unless the U.S.S.R. and the West get together

on a programme of building, instead of remaining

apart on a programme of destruction, of which the

present rearmament race is the first step,” writes

MR. ANTON VOGT, well-known poet and prominent
figure in New Zealand educational circles.

He continues, “Such ‘getting together’ can no
longer mean only discussion at Governmental level,
because Governmental representatives necessarily
echo the lack of understanding inherent in a divided
world. What we do need is joint participation on
fundamental problems of food, shelter, clothing, edu-
cation, etc., by specialists concerned more with these
things than with sovereignty or ‘points scoring’ in
an international ‘game of honour.’ And before we
can get such participation, we must have some in-
formation about each other and what weare doing.
That is why I welcome the suggestion that disinter-
ested observers (I believe there are such people), with
no political or economic axe to grind, should move
as freely as possible between East and West, pledging
themselves only to report honestly on what they
see.

“Tf New Zealand can send anyone to the U.S .R.
to observe and report, that will make up in »arv‘for
the mistake of cutting us off from the U.S.¢_. diplo-
matically by closing the Moscow Legation. “ regard
the closing of the Legation as a mistake if relations
were not quite hopeless, because the primary function
of a Legation should be to improve relations: and as
doubly mistaken if relations were hopelessly strained,
because its function then was to establish them.”

"... the whole truth is not being told... ."
Himself having just returned from a tour of the

Soviet Union with his wife, and being a member of
the Delegation Organising Committee, H. WINSTON
RHODES, Associate Professor of English at Canter-
bury University College, writes in strong support:—

“The importance of sending a New Zealand delega-
tion to the Soviet Union cannot be over-estimated.
Other countries have been well represented among
the people whoare continually passing backwards and
forwards from West to East. In recent months,
groups of trade unionists, medical men, teachers,
Quakers, and many others have gone from England
to the Soviet Union.

“New Zealanders, like other people, want first-
hand information on conditions in that country, on
attitudes to peace and war, on the society that has
been built. Many of them believe that the whole
truth is not being told. Therefore it is exceedingly
important that delegates be democratically elected by
their fellow-workers, and that they should go in a
spirit of goodwill, to investigate, to understand, and
to report back. I strongly support every effort that
is made to send a delegation composed of trade union-
ists, as I believe that it will help, if only in a small
way, to ease international tension which is based so
much on fear and ignorance.”

"... being led up the garden path?..."
WILLIS T. G. AIREY, Associate Professor of

History at Auckland University College, endorses the

Delegation campaign, saying:—

“We are often told that the ‘free nations’ of the
world are threatened with aggression and domina-
tion by the imperialism of the Soviet Union, and
we are told harrowing stories of the dictatorship and
slavery that are alleged to exist there. On thatbasis,
we are urged to spend millions on warlike prepara-
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  POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON Cc.1. Uth April, 1952.
   

MEMORANDUM for

The Hon. Minister in Charge of Police,
Parliament Buildings,
WELLINGTON.

NEW ZEALAND TRADES UNION DELEGATION TO THE U.S.5S.R.

I am forwarding to you herewith for your information one
of my files concerning the organisation of a New Zealand Trades
Union Delegation to the U.S.S.R.

I do not think that any person other than those having
reliable affiliation with the New Zealand Communist Party and
ancillary organisations will be considered for selection in the
Delegation.

I should be glad if you would return the file to me after
perusal.

  

maissioner of Policgt
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE wal

Special Branch, ©O.1.B.,
WELLINGTON.

March 22, 1952.

REPORT OF; Das. Paterson, Det. Sgt No. 3668

RELATIVE TO: TRADE UNION DELEGATION TO SOVIET UNION.

 

I have to report having made inquiries concerning four
persons believed to have been natives of India, who attended a
public meeting of the Wellington committee for a Gelegation from
the trade unions to the U.S.S.R., at Wellington on March 41, 1952.
From an interview with Mr H.C. McQueen who is at present attached
to the External Affairs Department, it seems likely that the four
persons were visitors to New Zealand under the Colombo Plan, and
in this event it would not be expected that they Ww, ere in anyway
supporters of the movement, but rather inquir§’visitors.

Mr McQueen has informed me that sll persons who come

to New Zealand under the Colombo Plan are obliged before leaving
their country to declare against any participation in this country's
politics. At the time in Wellington, were, = Messrs C.V. BHATT,
Sochi RAUTROY, natives of India, and two railway engineers, Major
MOHINDRA and Rega SOPALAN. Mr Rautroy has some reputation as a poet,
and is understood prior to the meeting in question, to have been ~
entertained at a social evening at the residence of Miss Son
at Karori, where he may have made the acquaintance 6 piring
poets, Louis JOHNSON and Anton VOGT, both of whom were present at
the delegation meeting. So far’as is known all the Indians have now

departed from New Zealand.

(pli
The Inspector, (C,1.B.), Detective Sergeant.
WELLINGTON,

Ae ef p/hth
eeac

Z FAIfo
Inspector, ChB, -@ap. ise

fellington   
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AED POLICE DEPARTMENT 24-3 |

MEWZEALAND

=

WELLINGTON C.1. 17th March, 1952. i

\

 

MEMORANDUM for

The Superintendent of Police,

WELLINGTON.

  

s
a
e

' : TRADE UNION DELEGATION TO THE SOVIET UNION

[should be glad if you would have further enquiries made

concerning the four persons who appear to be natives of India and who

attended a meeting sponsored by the Wellington Committee for a

delegation from the Trade Unions to the U.S.S.R. which was held in the

Town Hall, Wellington, on the llth March.

\
Detective Sergeant D.S.Paterson's report of the 15th March,

1952, refers.

  

  

Chief Detective No.26226 t

T9th. March 1952. <ue%i.<.“WG
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POLICE DEPARTMENT =2

WELLINGTON C.1. 17th March, 1952.

The Hon. Minister in Charge of Police,
Parliament Buildings,
WELLINGTON.
 

TRADE UNION DELEGATION TO THE SOVIET UNION

I am forwarding to you herewith for your perusal a report
prepared by Detective Sergeant D.S.Paterson, Special Branch, Wellington,
concerning a meeting held in the Wellington Town Hall on the 11th March,
1952, in connection with the movement to send delegates of New Zealand
Trade Unions to the U.S.S.R.

who appear to be natives of India. .

hen yl A Base

Deputy issioner of Police.

Enel | ScCGRET—
 



aiis ailaly
NEW_ZEALAND POLICE 2 39 7

SUBJECT: DELEGATION TO THE SOVIET UNION.

The Superintendent of Police,

Wellington.

Respectfully warded.oy
=

Chief Detective for
Inspector( C.1.B.)
T4th, March 1952.
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE
“aysee ZH

3) Special Branch, C.1I.B.,
sil WELLINGTON.

13th March, 1952.

REPORT OF: D.S. Paterson, Det. Sgt No. 3668.

RELATIVE TO: DELEGATION TO THE SOVIET UNION.

I respectfully report having attended at the Concert
Chamber of the Wellington Town Hall on the evening of March 11,
1952, a public meeting sponsored by “the Wellington Committee for
a delegation to the U.S.S.R.", the purpose of which it was stated was
to explain to interested persons the origin of and the reasons for
the proposal.

There were some sixty persons present, most of whom
appeared to be Communists and members of the Society for Closer

Relations with the U.S.S.R. (in which body the proposed delegation
had its birth), and sympathisers. The chairman was Ronald Edgar DORE,
secretary of the Wellington organising committee and a waterside
worker. He is also listed as a member of the Peace Council, a vice-
president of the United Nations As iation, and a committee member
for the Australian Carnival for Peace and Friendship, and a Communist
sympathiser if not a member. He was the principal speaker, but was
assisted by Charles GOUGH, a Communist sympathiser, member of the
S.C.R. and secretary of the Dairy Workers’ Union, George GODDARD,
a schoolteacher, Communist Payty member, member of the national
executive of the Society for/Closer Relations with the U.S.S5.R., and
Herlof Anton Herlofsen VOGTY Communist sympathiser and lecturerat.
the Wellington Teacher : c On the platform also
were am oc HUNTER Communist Party member and secretary
of the Wellington Engineers’ Union, and Mrs June BARNES, stated to
represent the Progressive Youth League.

ave),

Among those recogniseY in the cudienceyéee: Thomas Sydney
HEPTINSTALL, RonaYd Joseph SMITHS Gwendoline Mabe¥ PODOSKY, Selwyn
McDonald DEVEREUW, Constance Alice SNRene JOHNSON

f —-—Margaret Lina EICHELBAUM, Nancy Wai-Lan GODD % Ikar LISSIBNKO
(accompanied by a tall, fair young woman believed of foreign birth,
who accompanied him tothe G.R. conference in October, 4951,),
and Dorothy Judith STANTON Vogt entered the hall accompanied by
Johnson and a group of apparently young malestudents, and four well
set up persons who appeared to be natives of India.

other meetings), of the Rev. Llofd G, GEERING,V(St James Presbyterian
Church, Newtown), Robert ADAMS“ Communist, and secreta of the
Wellington Painters’! Union, and Walter Francis MOLIN » Communist,
and secretary of the Wellington Carpenters’ Union.

5defne eiRev,Liga6 the absen (all attending

He then explained that the committee which is organising

the delegation was formed independently of members of the Society
for Closer Relations with the U.S.S.R. at the National Conference
of this body held at Wellington last October. A representative
body of trade unionists from throughout New Zealand had been called
to discuss the proposition which had emanated from the Society, but
because it was desired in the public interest that only the true
revelations of the delegation should later be made, that an independent

group should organise the delegation, and thus was the Wellington
committee formed. “We want the people of New Zealand to know what
is going on in Russia, and we want to have the delegation as widely
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representative as possible with no small group such as the Federation

of Labour being responsible for the selection of the delegates," he
said.

The need for world peace, which was something everyone
in the hall sought, and the desire for better understanding of the !
peoples of the world was the thought behind the scheme, Although cm
leading emissaries of the world got together at international ;
conferences and set up codes and charters, Dore felt that many
themselves had no intention of applying their high ideals, “They
don't line themselves up with their own decisions. But the people

themselves can develop their own schemes, finance them and implement
them themselves, and the Russian trade union delegation is one of
these. Therefore we are placing our proposals entirely before the
public and we want them to rally to the occasion, and we want as
widespread support as we can get. In my own organisation, the
United Nations Association, the wrong people are in control, and
that is because the people don't give the proper support. We want
the delegation to Russia to consist of people who will come back
and say exactly what they saw, - not just the things they are told
to say.

Trade with the U.S.S.R. and the exchange of ideas and
methods were the best methods of bringing about international

understanding and trust, and it was hoped that the delegation might f
foster these and that later a delegation from Russia might be + “4
entertained here." Dore then quoted from a pamphlet by D.N. Pritt,
Q.C., of the British Communist Party, and was highly criticalof
varying newspaper reports concerning Russian re-armament, asking,
"Are all who read them expected to be unintelligent?"

Dore concluded his address with the information that a .
reply had been received by the U.S.S.R. Legation in Wellington ‘to
the effect that a party of FROM SIX TO HIGHT PERSONS from New
Zealand would be entertained in Russia by the All Union Council of
Soviet Trade Unions. He later at question time said he considered
this number might be increased to twelve.

CHARLES GOUGH said that why he believed in the sending

of a delegation to the U.S.S.R. was because he considered that it
could bring back agricultural information that would awaken the
farmers of New Zealand. He had been trying very hard to get a
delegation of farmers together, and no more sincere approach than
his could have been made, but the farmers’ organisations were not
co-operating with him. He considered the farmers could be the—
first means of breaking down the trade barriers. He said, "We must
come in, or we must sink utterly", and then went on to say concerning
anti-Russian propaganda, "We must. fight down this cancer and
vilification". His urge was for all good-minded citizens to come
forward and support the delegation. He was not blind, he said,
to the desire of. the Soviet people for peace, but it was also clear
to him that war and capitalism were hand in hand.

HERLOF “ANTON HERLOPSEN VOGT asserted that he wholeheartedly
supported the movement for the delegation to the U.S.S.R. He claimed 9
that he was speaking as the representative of no party, no organisation
no committee. "I cannot represent the Communist Party as I am not,
and never have been a member, nor am I connected with the Societyfor ©
Closer Relations with Russia. " His professed associations were with
the Labour Party (20 years' membership), the United Nations Association,
the P.E.N. Club, and the New Zealand Educational Institute. He
said it was necessary to say these things as so much was misunderstood
these days. Vogt deplored the attempts being made to control freedom
of thought and action, reminding listeners of the power of public
opinion, and instancing the successof publicprotest against the |
1954 amendment to the Police Offences Act. Ee favouredtheRussi

   a 7ia Wakes
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delegation as a means of spreading tolerance, mutual aid and the
exchange of ideas. He concluded by reading what were claimed the
words of the U.S. Ambassador to New Zealand, Mr R.M. Scotten, in an
address on the Fulbright scheme, - that it lead to a better
understanding between the peoples of the two countries, and that
nations, like individuals, were interdependent.

GEORGE sesttehstnceteie the meeting on behalf of the
national executive of the Society for Closer Relations with the
U.S.S.R. which he said was a goodwill organisation established some
ten years ago, a former president of which was Mr H. Atmore, a

former Independent member of Parliament, and the present secretar,
of which is associate Professor H. Winston Rhodes of the Canterbury
University. Its objects were trade, friendship and world peace,

and its membership consisted of persons of literary talent, trade
union members and others of no particular interest.

What had prompted the society to originate the, delegation
was the fact of many inquiries fromv arious people concerning travel
in the U.S.S.R. Stories of many kinds about Russia were going about,
probably instigated by anonymous persons behind office desks whose

integrity could not be vouched for. After it was found that so +
many persons were interested in visiting Russia, also, it was :
necessary to see that proper invitations could be arranged and the
responsible organisation to make approaches was the S.C.R, Invitations)
to visit the U.S.S.R. could not properly be made by the Soviet :
Legation here, but the New Zealand Society had access to the Legation, |
and accordingly on January 21, 1951, the latter mntacted the All
Union Council of Soviet Trade Unions and on February 14, (the speaker |
said the '1hth of this month') a reply was received by the Russian
Minister, Mr Alexandrov, inviting six to eight persons from New
Zealand to visit Russia.

Strongly advocating the delegation, Goddard in his own
words admitted his partisanship in the matter, which was aided by
his recognition of "the mortal economic sickness of ourSoeiety".
He said that from the outset "we were assured of the courtesy and
kindness of the Russian Minister, Mr Alexandrov". He said the
society could not itself invite any persons to visit the U.S.S.R. so
it was decided to announce the plan widely so as finally to have a
fully representative delegation. Accordnels notification was made
to the national bodies of the Federatign of Labour and the Trade
Union Congress, religious and other bodies. The society now awaited
decisions by the various organisations ad trade unions as to
nominations. The nominating body would/be required to finance its

delegate. The society was not in a position to offer finance.
They already had the burden of organising the Gelegation, and for
this purpose were drawing on the sum of £60 which was in hand from
the national conference last year.

A collection was taken at the conclusion of the addresses,
but the amount contributed was not announced, The meeting concluded
at 9.30p.m.

MSftnce
The Inspector, (C.1I.B.), Detective Sergeant.
WELLINGTON,
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EXTRAGT/COPY

From (source): CIB Hamiiten Reference: 92/76... Date:29. February 4952

For File No. _ 21/2/h

Original on... 24/28/46

Received on ‘ Extracted/Copied by - ae On... 394244962 ‘

\

REPORT OF ¢ Det.Sgt, @.Toit No» 3546
RELATIVE TO § Photographe of Communist Party Circulars

I respectfully report that on the 27 Februery 1952, I acquired

some Communist Party doguments and I had these photographed by

Constable W.Douglas, Police Photographer, Hamilton.

I Had these documents developed and I am sending them to

Commissioner of Police, Wellington, Negatives of photographs are

being retained by me.

Two copies of each circular forwarded herewith.

NN Ciretilers forwarded are:
\ Circular No 3/52 deals with Workers’ Delegation to the Soviet

Union.

Circular No 4/52 desis with "People's Voice", Party Bulletins and

Publicity.

Cireuler No 5/52 desis with Fighting Fund end Orgenisationel

Tergete for 1952, and e memorandum relating to

Membership Cerds, payment of Accounts,

G,TAIT
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~TICliaL SEChETACIAT

  TO wLL DISIKICTS, GtnNC]WS i}

cr Courades .
™ ro WORKERS' D#iusc..7ION TO IHS SOVIBT UNION

Tne attention of all branchos and mombers 1s agnin drown
to the proposed workers! delogntion to the Soviot Unions

Tho campaign has nod made much progress and it is necesscry
that it should be tnken more seriously. The crimpaign to argonise e
worker's dolegntion to the UsSeSelie doos not conclict in any way with

the onmpaign for the australian Youth Peeco Garnivale Both are 5.
important steps in the struggle for pecces. The delegation to the USSciice
will not take place until some tine after the australian cernivele It
is necessary, however, that preparations should bo speeded up if the
delogation is to get to the U.S.S.k. during the kussian summer period
this year.

 

 

  

  

  

    

  

 

   

    

 

  

 

nin to the workers
enn see ror itself
report frooly to the
bout cn “Iron

2 erected by the
is en opportunity

xequiint the people with
6 soclotye

 

Party mombers should
the gront importance of sendi
whst is going on in the U.S.S
N.2. people. Tho enemies of the
Curtcin.” We know thet the “Iron C
eepitelist press and capitalist cove
for wrkers to expose the "Iron Curt
the penccful and progressive chornete:

 

4 national delcgntion
@ sequel to the S.C.k. conference 1:
conmittes hns sent out letters to
union brnnches. It is understood
printed and sme other oxplannatory work hos boon dona or is in course
of being done - leaflets, etc. ty brsnche nd normbers, however,
should not weit for action on the rs of tho trel delcgation
comnittes but should tke tho initi-? istrict committees
should be set up in tho vorious id thes et in touch with
locel trnde unions and jobs. It r butter + thing twiee than
not to do it at all. Stops sh so’ ba tukon to tring the delegrtion
Question up on jobs nnd in union br-nohes by workers on jobs nnd nexbers
of tredo unions,

ittes wis set up in Wellington :s
pour Dsy weck-cnd.e This
unions and to sone miners’

collection sheets hve been

COI:  

     

  

 

an official invit:.tion
Soviet Trade Unions to scnd a Tro
nombers. Netioneal and district
National Delegntion Committee in Wel
are also being informed of the in

 

now been reccived fron the
n Del ion of six or cight
re dei. circulerised by tho

‘ngton and the T.U.C. and F.O.L.
one

   

   

7 The chairman of the Neticnal Delegation Committee isre ke adans, Scoretary of the Wellincton Painters" Unton, The secretaryseeeEe Dore, yas e couurese is 54 P..pitea Stroct, Wellington. In-on concerning developments in vhe delegation c i ouldsent to “Soviet Lifo" Box 562, Wollin=ton, . REEaS Ne

: The approxinate cost per dolegate will Tareene oxpenscse, Sookings will be in’6h Ka of tue Pieceee tionCommittee. any job or industry wh 250C wild bo antitled tosend its own delogate, Dologntcs slocted domooratioally and,ss explained in an earlier circular, is wequired is that thedelegete shall be a sincore worker D tilling ani ndle to make thotrip end como back and report the fress honostly.,

   
     

It 1s recognised that thore “i212 not be nan jobs a£500, It willbs nocessery to raise nern) fund onraenetional basis for tho purpose of @ delog-ins who will bo electedet public mectings of interostcd 2 It nust bo oparsised thatwe’ero not conocrned with hard and fast forns of @eantsation, Wo mstbe flexible end work along the linc -loh wo find ave going to ylolathe desired rosults of a good workorg dclegrtions .
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Tt is not practiondle nt the noment to orgunise n gonernl
Gelegotion comprising roprosentativos of business people, professitnal
pecple, ct0. « woman, of women, should be included in the workors'
alesction if possible.

 

% a Antor Gate it hry be possible to orgenise a gonornl
jelegetion but the first priority is that.of o workers’ delegation
which will bocome tho guest of the Soviet Trade Unionse

Districts, branches and in@ividunl monbers, should take the
selee-tion en aign vory seriously ond should use their initiative in
ores ising Ge omni deap compnign cn the jobs, in the trade unions,
acongst neighbours, at public meetings and through lenflets, bulletins,
ne ictters to the newspapers and trnde union journels.

LST US GET GOING Ili S.UdEST uD luJE THIS.C:LP.IGN 4 KEaL WE 0N
THE STHUGGLE FOR FRaCE «ND F.0G.ESS.

 

Yours fraternally,

Notional secroteriat,
NeZeCePe
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* See For Yourselves ”
 

Soviet Trade Unions Invite

 

eo

N.Z. People’s Delegation
THE SOVIET TRADE UNIONS HAVE EXTENDED AN INVITATION FOR A DELEGA-

TION OF SIX TO EIGHT NEW ZEALANDERS {INCLUDING FARMERS TO VISIT THE U,

 

v Re

“The invitation has been transmitted’ through the Soviet Legation in Wellington, and was
obtained through the initiative of the 'New Zealand Society for Closer Relations with the U.S.S.R,

Some time ago the S.C.R. took the first stePs for the sending of a New Zealand delegation, after
several trade unions and unionists had proposed that one should be organised.

A pro tem committee has been
sey up In Wellington and several

mé@etings haye been held,
Preliminary discussions have

taken place and the first step
agreed npon was to lay the basis
for the widest possible support.
Invitations have already been
sent out to all National Unions,
regardless of affiliation, and also
to the Fedération of Labour and
the Trade Union Congress, inyit-
ing them to commend the pro-
ject to ~beir affiliations.

The raising of finance will be
an important aspect. New Zea-
Jand being so much mere remote
than jother countries, transport.
costs will be greater than for
other countries,
The cost will be about £500 for

each delegate.
Later, proposals will be made

as to the method of appointing
the delegation. The pro tem com-
mittee is strongly in fayour of
haying it widely representative
of all kinds of political thought,
and fromall sections of the work-
ing people, including farmers.

THE RIGHT TO KNOW

New Zealanders have the right
to know from their own first-hand
observers the answers {o many
questions regarding the Soviet

Union.
___ Is the Soviet Union following

 

a policy of peace or war?

Have there really been huge
price cuts?

What about ‘‘slave camps’?

Hundreds of delegations visited
the Soviet Union last year.
Two organisations alone, the

Soviet trade unions and the
U,S.S.R. Society for Oultural Re-
lations with Foreign Countries,
were hosts for 122 delegations.
Scores of other visits were

sponsored by the “Anti-Fascist
Committee of Soviet Youth, the
U.S.S.R. Peace Committee, the
Soviet Wwiters’ Union, the
U.S.S.R. Academy of Sciences
the Anti-Wascist Committee of
Soviet women and other bodies.

e
32 COUNTRIES
Taking the VOKS delegations

alone: the 52 delegations came
from 82 countries, Included were
55 workers, 30 peasants, 57 sci:
entists, 76 public and government
leaders, 29 authors and journal:
ists, 29 physicians, 42 ‘school-
teachers, 23 actors, and so on.

Yndia, Indonesia, South Africa, |
Brazil, Britain, U.S.A,, Australia,
Uruguay, Pakistan-and Cuba were
only some of the countries fepre:
sented.
The

 

 

projected

people's delegation is at this
stage more necessary than
ever. Tt must be given all sup:
port °

 

 

New Zealand }-
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Christchurch, 21-2-52.
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Subject: New Zealand Society for CloserRelations with Russia -proposed Trade Union
Delegation to the U.S.S,R. in April, 1952 - vide attached,
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NEW ZEALAND

NEW ZEALAND POLICE   
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The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND.

Forwarded please.
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DetectiveSergeant 2960.
9.2.52,

The Commissioner of Police,
WELLINGTON,
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Special Branch,
7th. ,February, 1952.

Report Of: Acting Detective A.W. KAY. No.4259.

Relative To: New 4ealand Society for Closer Relations with
Russia — proposed Trade Union Delegation to

the U.S.S.R.,in April,1952.
"Vide attached."

\

I respectfully report that I hsve checked the
attached list of Trade Union Delegates and forward herewith the
full mames of the Auckland nominees.

Ralph HEGMAN; identicel with Garvin Ralph HEGMAN, who is
subject of a Subversive History Sheet. HEGMAN

is a carpenter by occupstion and is Secretary
of the Eden-Roskill Branch of the Communist
Party.

J. DICKSON. 3; identical with John(known as "Jock" )DICKSON
who is subject of a Subversive Histery Sheet.
DICKSON is 2 butcher by occupation.

ramways. )
The only person by the name of RICHARDS in the

     

   

7.R»RICHARDS ;

£5 dete T Auckland Tramways, is a Wallace RICHARDS, of
80 Sackville Street, Grey Lynn. This man has
not come under the notice of this Office before.
It is possible that the neme given refers to
William Benedict RICHARDS 9 very well known

member of the Tramways Union,who lives in
Dunedin.

oJ. VILSON 3 (Hotels. )
Identicel with Issac McKim (known ss "Jock" )
WILSON ,who is on record at this Office as a
Communist Party Sympethiser.

R.DONALDSON ; (Plumbers Union.)
Vould ear to be identical wi ththomas
(DONALDSOD, a plumber of Wood Bay Road, Titirangi.
DONALDSON has not previously come under the
notice of this Office.

; (Plumbers Union.)
Identical with Garfield Robert LYALL,who is
subject of a Subversive History Sheet.

Ww T.J. EVANS ; (Blectricisns Union.)
Identical with Trevor James Gibbons EVANS ,of
35 Eversleigh Road,Devonport. Known as a moderate
trade unionist.

R. MASON. ; (Lebdourers Union.)
Identical with Ronald Allison Kells MASON ,who-
is subject of a Subversive Hi iy Sheet.

«KELLEHER™; (Workers Union. tad 1:
Identical with(William Patric
is subject of a Subversive History Sheet.

216) ».Lt.renrony%; (Workers Union.)
Would appeesr to be identical with,Francis Leslie
FENTON ,a State Employee,of 46 May Roed,Mt. Roskill

J.MeQuritcant; (Workers Union.
Would appear to be identical with, John Kennedy 3
{cQUILLAN,a Civil Servant, of 33Rellin Street, s

x
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Tamaki. Neither FENTON nor MeQUILLAN have come
\ under the notice of this Office before.

 

4 NN ; (Workers Union.) eo
y Identicsl with Alexander DRENNAN,who is subject —

Q [EH of a Subversive History Sheet. ria TR
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f | R.E-JONES / ; Identical with Ronald Edward JON#ZS,who was
aK | Secretory of the de-registered Waterside
PIS | Workers Union,(Auckland Brenen.)He is on

record at this Office es a Communist Party
— Sympathiser.

D. “MARTIN 3 Identicel with Douglas Murdoch MARTIN,who is
referred to in P.G.19h41 page 282, and who is
Bubject of a Subversive History Sheet.

F.MULLAR ; (Drivers Union.)
Identical with Frederick Danial MULLER, who is
subject of a Subversive History Sheet.

E.BOOTH 3 Identical with Willism Eric BOOTH,who is on

record at this Office as a Fellow Traveller _\
of the Communist Party. A

T.SPILLAR ; Identical with Herbert Leonard SPILLER,who is
known as "Tom" SPILLER, end who is subject of

oS a Subversive History Sheet. SPILLER was lest
= reported to be employed by the Auckland
Oo Transport Board on track maintenance work.
Qo. A.MONTEITH ; (Peace Council.)
5 Identicel with Allan Courtney MONTEITH, who is

2s subject of a Subversive History Sheet.
oO Rita SMITH ; (Women's & Housewive's Organisations. )
2 Identical with Lillian Rits SMITH.

ditt Mergaret
0 WOOLNOUGH ; Identical with Marjorie Ellen WOOLN UGH.

2 Flora GOULD ; Identical with Flora Wallace GOULD.

} = Deisy SPILLAR; Identicsel with Deisy Emily SPILLER.

“| Agnes DODDS ; Identical with Agnes Helen DODD.

Zz All the shove mentioned women gre subjects of Subversive J
o History Sheets. i
=
bee Elizebeth
ae FERRIER ; (Students.)
cS There is no one of this name on record at this
Ss Office and enquiries have failed to revesl
oa : anyone of this name in Auckland who is
8A Pe connected with Students,Schools or the Teach~
3 ing profession. While checking luggage
® } belonging to Elizabeth ARYA,who is subject of
of (ER a) e Subversive History Sheet, I found a piece

f = woe | of brown wrapping paper with the name of 7
os f ean ! Elizebeth FERRIER,written on it. This name
= if had been crossed out and the name, Mrs.Beth

COLDICUTT, written under it. The remainder of
the address remained the same. It was, Victoria

/ Station, London. It would appeerthet |
¥ Elizebeth FERRIER and Mrs.Beth COLDICUTT are
r one snd the same person and that Miss BERRIER
¢ became Mrs.COLDICUTT while oversees. 5
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o©* | —— L.B.ROBINSON; (Milk Vendors.)
Identical with Louis David Honeyman ROBERTSON
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who is subject of @ Subversive History& 2
V.PYSTER ; (Woollen Workers Union.) Aut a

4 Identicel with Victor Cedric PYSTER,who is a
‘ subject of a Subversive History Sheet. 4
5 A.LEES 3 Idehticel with Andrew LEES, who is subjectof 4
F @ Subversive History Sheet. 3

; H.PEDEN ;  (Minere ,Huntly) eee _
b 7 i

1

 



Steve HIZATT ;

J.MITCHELL

Ron MASON

td % 2 5 a mS zw @ 33 a 3 \

R.D.FAIRBURN + ;

Frank DROMGOOLE ;

Basil DOWNING ;

Charles BRASH — ;

Allan CURNOW :

it is the aim to send 50 delegates to the U.S.S.R.,the 50 to
be chosen from the etteched list.

Avg
(Miners Waiksto. )
Identical with Stenley Hooper HIEATT,who is
subject of a Subversive History Sheet. It

was last reported that HIEATT was working
at the Otahuhu Reilway Workshops.

(Wellington Wetersiders.)
It is possible that this man is identical

with John James MITCHELL,who is subject of
a Subversive History Sheet,and who is @ very

prominent member of the Auckland Brench of
the de-registered Waterside Workers Union.

(Artists snd Writers.)
Identical with Ronald Allison Kells MASON
who is previously mentioned under the heading
of "Labourers" pege 1 of this report.
Identicel with Norris Frank DAVEY. He is more
commonly known es Frank SARGESON. He was
reported on in December,1940,(S40/2567) ,when
he wrote to the Minister of Justice urging
the release of Friedrich Georg Maria Theodor
STREWE,who is on record as a Communist Symps-
thiser. SAPGESON or DAVEY has not been
identified with eny open sctivity of the
Communist Party or any of its "Front" organ-
isetions.
Identical with Arthur Rex Dugard FAIRBURN,
who is on record at this Office as a Communist
sympathiser.
Identical with Frank Swift DROMGOOLE, who is

the subject of a Subversive History Sheet.
Would appear to be identical with Basil Cairns
DOWLING, the reference librarian at the
Otago University Library. His home address
is 75 Blacks Road, Dunedin.

Would eppear to be identicel with Charles
Orwell BRASCH, the editor of "Landfall" who
lives st 31 Royel Terrace, Dunedin.
Would appear to be identical with Thomas
Allen Monro CURNOW, s journelist, who lives
et L4 Leinster Road,Christchurch.

It is stated in the atteched memorandum that

It is interesting to note that the expenses

Pu
bl
ic
ly

re
le

as
ed

u
n
d
e
r
th
e
N
Z
S
I
S

De
cl
as
si
fi
ca
ti
on

Po
li

cy

incurred by Elizabeth ARYA, one of the New Zealand delegates
to the Berlin Youth Festival,amounted to about £300, The
different orgenisations interested in sending ARYA to Berlin
were hard pressed to find sufficient funds.

Besed on the cost of sending ARYA to Berlin
the cost of sending a delegation of 50 to the U.S.S.R.would
be in the vacinity of £15.000, which sum would appear to be
well out of the reach of the Society for Closer Relstions
with Pussia.

For your informstion,plesse.

Ob W. Kay.
The Officer-in-Charge,
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Special Brench,
Aucklend.

 

Acting Detective, 4259.
7.2.526
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NEW ZEALANO

NEW ZEALAND POLICE

NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY FOR CLOSER RELATIONS WITH RUSSIA ~ PROPOSED TRADE
Sulject ;

UNION DELEGATION TO THE U.S.S.R. in APRIL 19526
100,000-7-50——4n23

Detective Sergeant Grant: \

For attention please.

As you are aware, the Canterbury
Housewives’ Union is also endeavouring

to raise funds for the purpose of
© sending a Trade Union Woman Delegate
QO to the U.S.S.R.

Regarding the names of
Christchurch persons (shown in attached
List of being desirous of inclusion
in the proposed Delegation to Russia)
ae are on record in Special Branch,
@ Christchurch and all are the subject
© of subversive History Sheets with
@ the exception of CORLISS and DAY.
QC CARRUTHERS is expected to return to
( Australia, permanently, in some 3
or 4 weeks hence, and TAYLOR has been
Nvresident in Greymouth since March, 19514

ee
o It will be necessary, in due
=< course, to check overseas passenger
T bookings and applications made locally
© for Passports, in an endeavour to obtain
Ga complete List of those Christchurch
Sspersons who may be selected to travel

to Russia as members of the proposed
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3 Delegation.
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5-51/531

MENORANDUY for
The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND & CHRISTCHURCH.

Porwerded herewith for the information of your iel Branch
is @ copy of a report received from an undercover source Wellington,

the decision to send a Trade Union saiseation to Russia was
made at the society's Amual Conference in 0c r last when it was
a a that {t would be left to the trades unions themselves to elect

oever they liked to join the delegation.

°

|

Commissioner of Police.
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE occ Le]

%¥§ HWS Special Branch, C.I.B.,
y WELLINGTON—_—=_

 

ath January, 1952.

Ah caspM hakial, tS

REPORT OF: D.S. Paterson, were Sgt No. 3668.

RELATIVE TO: NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY FOR CLOSER RELATIONS WITH RUSSIA -
PROPOSED TRADE UNION DELEGATION TO U.S.S.R. APRIL 1952.

5

I respectfully submit herewith a list of some ninety-
five names of persons from trade unions, women's and housewives’
organisations, peace council, student bodies, and the Society for
Closer Relations with the U.S.S.R. who have been nominated to the
latter Society for inelusion in the Trade Union Delegation to
Russia in April of this year.

It is recalled that at a conference of the New Zealand
Society for Closer Relations with the U.S.S.R. in October 1951,
preparations for this delegation were made.

The list of names was obtained in delicate circumstances
and is believed to have been in possession of John Andrew MANSON;
well-known member of the Communist Party. It is thought that
it may have come into his possession from Robert ADAMS, secretary
of the Painters’ Union, at the Trades Hall, Wellington.

It is understood that from this list, a selection of

some fifty names is to be made. It is noted that most of the
names are of persons already known to the Special Branch for
their part in subversive or militant trade union activity.

When the final selection becomes known, fuller details
of those who make the journey (if it ultimately eventuates), are
to be given.

AS fie av
The Superintendent of Police, Detectiv Sergeant.
WELLINGTON.
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MEMORANDUM for
 

The Superintendent of Police,

WELLINGTON. ‘ {
 

COMBINED ORGANIZING COMMITTEE FOR A NEW ZEALAND
DELEGATION TO THE U.S.S.R. {f

e
t
e

Superintendent of Police, Christchurch, is forwarded for information

and attention by your Special Branch.

Messrs R.Dore and Adams are no doubt identical with persons

of the same name who have previously come under notice.

Please return the circular after noting and arrange for a aan

separate report to be furnished containing all relevant information

that may be available concerning the activities of this Committee.  
ee \
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f Jc(EXTRACT/COPY woe
Special Branch

From (source): WELLINGTON Reference: 51/531 Date:...18. October 1954

ForFile No. aa\a\y

Original on 26/17/4

Received on EX#68f6T/Copied by ae On... 122641964

REPORT OF : D.S.Paterson Det .Sgt. No. 3668 \

RELATIVE TO : N.Z.Society for Closer Relations with USSR: Sponsorship
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of Workers' Delegation from New Zealand to Russia.

I respectfully report having received from a delicate source the
attached letter addressed to Reginald John BAILEY, 246 Vivian Street,
Wellington. BAILEY is a known Communist Party member who is at present
employed as a taxi cab driver. He is also a member of the executive
of the Wellington Drivers’ Union.

The letter is from the N.Z. Society for Closer Relations with the
USSR and is signed in the hand of Mrs Gwendoline Mabel PODOSKY, national
secretary of the organisation.

The text of the letter is that the Soviet Legation at Wellington
has stated that if sufficient interest were shown in the visit of a New
Zealand Workers' delegation
Organisation would probably
that the question of such a
Union leaders in Wellington

It is noted that this

to Russia that the Soviet Trade Union
extend a suitable invitation. It is said
delegation was raised among prominent Trade
following the visit here of John PLATTS MILLS.

matter is to be discussed at the National
Conference of the Society at Wellington during the coming weekend.

D.S. PATERSON
Det.Set.



 

EXTRACT/COPY if. |oe

 

From (source): Police Depts Reference: m 51/348 Date: 2hth duly.1954

For File No. ofa|ue :

Original on... 33/5/44

Received on Extracted/Coygtedclsy ae On 2242.64

REPORT OF: Det. Sgt. R. Jones. \ Ye

RELATIVE TO: Communist Par ivities in Auckland - report dated 16. Te5ty
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it was

extract From ReporT oF

i & 8 5 z

When one member queried the possibility ofbtaining funds
from overseas sources, it was explained that Russia expected the
Communist Party in each country to stand on its own feet and support
itself, that if it could not build itself up by its own efforts into
a powerful organisation, it was not worth hand feeding, as that
way, it would never be strong enough to eventually take the country over.

In a recent conversation between SKILTON, McARA, WILCOX
and a Mr. WILLIAMS, a Workers' Union official, it was stated that 4
the Communist Party were satisfied with the way the strike had gone,
but realised that they could not push the men any further, as they ft ie
were at the end of their tether and in a bad way financially. They — meal
have, therefore, considered it wise not to strain the men too far, ;
but to keep them favourable for the future, rs

It was considered that a very hard blow had been struck at
capitalism and brought the people one step nearer the day of
revolution,

I enclose herewith copies of an Auckland Peace Council Bulletin,
&

ae
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From (source): ee Reference: 51/325 Date:... 10 duly..1954

For File No. 21/2/4

 

Received on

Original on 2176/4

. Extracted/ACapigd by... On.......344.10.1962
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Heme eer eerereccce

During a visit to Unity Centre on Friday afternoon, 6th July,
Ken STANTON stated that although the strike was practically over, the
Communist Party was very concerned over the Government's action to
exercise strict control on individual members of the old Waterside
Union in the event of them wishing to return to wharf work.
STANTON stated the Communist Party policy over the past two months
was that as many members of the various Unions concerned in the
dispute should return to work whilst the opportunity of doing so

remained open. There would then have been many militants and Party
members re-engaged in their original work, and thus be in a position
to continue the fight against Fascism. STANTON remarked that due
to the stubbornness of some Union leaders this opportunity for
infiltration had now passed a d everyone now knew that anyone seeking
employment in the mines or on the waterfront would in future be

subjected to strict examinations and scrutiny. He also mentioned
that the National Secretary of the Communist P arty (Vic WILCOX) was
coming to Wellington over the weekend, 7-8 July, to discuss these
matters with Walter NASH, with a view to having the matters brought
before the House of Representatives. The possibility of the
Government instituting some form of Anti-Communist legislation is
also giving the Party much thought, and STANTON was of the opinion
that Holland will await events in Australia before declaring war upon
the Party. He said that even if the P arty was declared unlawful
it would probably have the effect of making the Communist Party
more powerful.

Seer eerecseveseeseoes aaa

Extract from Covering Report by Det.Sgt.D.S.Paterson dated 12 July 1951.

During a visit to Unity Centre on July ‘7 discussed with
K.S.C.,STANTON, District Secretary of the Communist Party, the

waterfront dispute, and learned from him that the Party was very
concerned regarding the proposed policy of screening persons to be
admitted _to the new wharf unions. In a verbal discussion on this
point, MlMhes stated that it now seems clear that the Party wished
the dispute concluded more than two months ago, so that the
disposition of Party members would not be prejudiced as is now evident.
They are none the less at present seeking to place members who can
pass the scrutiny. This applies also in the case of the miners and
other Unions.

It is understood that Victor WILCOX visited Wellington on the weekend
July 7-8, to discuss with the Hon. Walter NASH the screening of new

unionists, but the agent has not been able to obtain further information.
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27th Novenber, 1950.

MEMORANDUM fors
The Rt. Hon. Prime Minister.

eoee I am enclosing for your information some

notes which have been compiled by the Police Department

on the New Zealand Waterside Workers’ Union end the

influence of the Commnist Party.

(Sed.) W. A. FORTUNE

Enel:
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POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON C. 1. 26th Septemberss 1950.

 

THE HONOURABLEMINISTER INCHARGE OF POLICH

 

 

on bas gta eh h sinter OR aes

THE NEW ZEALAND WATERSIDE WORKERS UNION AND

THE INFLUENCE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY

e
Sh

I am forwarding to you herewith a copy of notes which I
have had preparedin my office concerning the influence of the
Communist Party in the New Zealand Waterside Workers Union.

A second copy is attached in case you may consider
forwarding it to the Rt.Hon. the Prime Minister.

y Seva

commission of Police. Fe

g2 =
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THB NEW_ZEALANDWATERSIDEWORKERS UNION AND THE INFLUENCE

OFTHE COMMUNIST PARTY — ao 

Auckland - About 2,100 members oo ae
Wellington - dust over 2,000 members * 2

Christehureh - About 650 members

The National Executive personnel is -

President: Harold BARNES

Secretary: Tobias MeGlinchy. BILL ‘Y
, Wi i

Executive: thomas Gilmore WELLES (Wellington) ;
i Prederick William MeNAMARA (Auckland) ne
t James BLACK (Napier) 4G
. Bdward Albert NAPI@R (Wellington) a .
a Archibald CG. DELLAWAY (Wellington) rg
w Gerald PANTHER (Greymouth) ; Pi

John SARGENTINA (Lyttelton) Te
# Neil CRICHTON (Port Chalmers) §

P.V.VELLA (Bluff)

As vacancies occur in the various Branches these arefilled
workers whose main qualification must be a clean industrial record
Prospective new members have to face the full membership of the Br
to ensure that no person is admitted to membership who has’sougu y OL
anti-working class activity. ca

 

  
  

wah

For many years the Waterside Workers Union has been regardedas
the spearhead of industrial disputes in New Zealand. The Auck
Branch of the Union is particularly militant. AS the former Pr
of the Auckland Branch, Harold Barnes gained experienceandbec
dominating force which enabled him to completely control thatBran
Itis true that for several years he made the decisions for that Branc
and the rank and file accepted them without question.

     

   

  

Although Barnes has never been known aS a member of the — mf
Communist Party by this Department his policy as leader of the Union Ss
been indistinguishable from the policy and tactics ofthe Communist
Party.

 

The Waterside Workers Union is the only New Zealand Union _ Sine
affiliated with the World Federation of Trade Unions. Concerning Shise
it is of interest to note here that in 1949 the Communist-controlled
Carpenters Union in Auckland received the moral support of the Auckland e
Branch of the Waterside Workers Union, but this did not preventthe
de-registration of the Carpenters Union. However, the Auckland Branch
through its National Executive head a letter signed by Tobias MeGlineby
Hill, National Secretary, forwarded to the New ZealandFederation
Labour in which among other things Federation officials werecharac
ised as "agents of the employing class".

  

   
   

   

   

 

  
  

 

This letter together with the fact thatthe Waterside Wo: ee
Union had affiliated with the World Federationof Trade Union eC
thecensure of the Federation ofLabour. The Union notonly
withdraw the letter but declinedto disaffilia’ tk 2

conference of the “Federation of Labour tee
delegatestogether with a numberofother dele,
Unions! instructions, left theconference z
delegates then set up the Trade Union Congress
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workers.
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Transport Workers Federation held a meeting prior to the conference of y
the Federation of Labour to decide tactics to be employed at the
conference.

The office holders of the New Zealand Transport Workers
Federation are -

Paul A. HANSEN, Secretary New Zealand Tramways Union
(Wellington): Secretary-Treasurer.

William Benedict RICHARDS (Dunedin Traiiways Union): President.

Edward Albert NAPIER (Wellington Branch New Zealand Waterside
Workers Union): Vice-President.

The militant branch of the Transport Workers Federation is also
in Auckland where Edward Alick WHITLOW is President, Arthur Eaward
ANDREWS is Secretary, whilé John James MITCHELL (Waterside Workers) and
Frederick Daniel MULLER (Drivers) are delegates. All four mentioned
in the Auckland Branch are members of the Communist Party.

 
The first real industrial dispute after the breakaway of the

Waterside Workers Union from the Federation of Labour occurred at
Auckland at the end of July and is known as the "Rangitoto" dispute.
It was confined to Auckland for six days but on the seventh day the
National Executive of the Waterside Workers Union called for a
Dominion-wide stoppage. Commenting on this, Barnes stated that if
non-Union labour was employed to work ships he was confident that those
ships would not be worked at any other port in the world..
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The Government made arrangements for perishable cargo to be
worked independent of the Waterside Workers Union.

On the 3rd AUgust, the day Barnes ordered, waterside workers to
cease work throughout the Dominion, the Federation of Labour invited
the Waterside Workers Union to refer the dispute to the Federation on
the understanding that the Federation would negotiate on its behalf.
Barnes and Hill responded and promptly met the executive of the
Federation of Labour, and following an approach to the Rt.Hon. the :
Prime Minister and the Hon. Minister of Labour Barnes agreed to the ;
Rt.Hon. Prime Minister's offer of a Royal Commission to investigate
every aspect. of the waterfront industry, on condition that they resume
work and that all parties would aceept the Commission's findings.
Barnes, through the Press, acknowledged the co-operation of the
Federation of Labour.

In accepting the assistance of the Federation of Labour it
appears’ that Barnes has recognised that as a force to be reckoned with
in such a dispute the Trade Union Congress. is futile. The recognition
of the invitation of the Federation of Labour by Barnes in the first
test after the breakaway from the Federation has met with the
disapproval of the Communist Party. There is no doubt that if Barnes
was a member of the Communist Party he would have been the subject of
disciplinary measures for "opportunism",

At a special stop-work meeting held at Auckland on the 7th
August Barnes gave his report concerning the arrangements that had been
made with the Government. Although the Communist Party members of the
Union were amazed at the "surrender" of Barnes, and Alexander Drennan
had openly expressed disgust, the meeting was brief and without
incident and the Communist Section refrained from showing its hand in
a matter that had been apparently accepted by the members.

Work on the waterfront did not remain normal for long, however,
for early in September the dispute concerning the unloading of lamp-
black from the ship "Asuncion de Larrinaga' commenced at Wellington.
This finally involved all branches of the Waterside Workers Union and

Page Besenee
an

 



    

   

      

   
   

 

   

   

                         

   
  

was only finalised after the Government had declared a state of
emergency by proclamation on the 20th September that a pecommencea t
normally on the 22nd September.

 

It remains to be seen what effect the recent disputes willets
on the future of the Trade Union Congress, and, similarly, wscaer!
influence of the Communist Section is likely to wane.

There is a strong liaison between the Waterside Workers
Federation of Australia and the New Zealand Waterside Workers Union. TH
The New Zealand Waterside Workers Conference which commenced at —
Wellingtom on the 6th December, 1949, was attended by James HEALY,
General Secretary of the Waterside Workers Federation of Australia, and
John LONERGAN, President of that Federation.

ar a

It is known that James Healy has been a member of the Central
Committee of the Australian Communist Party since 1945. He was
appointed General Secretary of the W.W.F. in 1957 and has held the ~
position ever since. =o ae

4

The arrival of Healy and Lonergan at Auckland by flying-boat —
on the 6th December, 1949, was attended by Alexander Drennan, who <td
accompanied them by aircraft on the following day to Wellington. +

While in New Zealand Healy addressed meetings of branches of
the Waterside Workers Union at Wellington, Lyttelton, Port Chalmers,
(Dunedin) and Auckland. He departed by flying-boat for Sydney on‘the
19th December, 1949, in company with Lonergan. ay

A copy of his report (which has been received from a delicate
source) to members of the Waterside Workers Federation of Australia
concerning his visit to New Zealand is attached.

It appears that one result of Healy's visit to New Zealandwas§
the decision of the New Zealand Waterside Workers Union to affiliate
with the Seamens and Dockers Trade Union International (Maritime
Tederation of the World).

In speaking to the Auckland Branch of the Waterside Workers
Union in the Auckland Town Hall on the 16th December, 1949, Healy said
that a Trans-Tasman Bureau would be set up shortly, but no further
information has been obtained concerning this although Barnes and Hill
left New Zealend for Sydney om the 2thMarch, 1950, and arrived back
on the 6th April, 1950. Tt is likely that if a Trans-Tasman Bureau
was set up it is not known to the rank and file members or even to
District Executive Officers.
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On the Ist September two members, of the National Executive of
the New Zealand Waterside Workers Union, Archibald Charles DELLAWAY and —

_ John SARGENTINA, left New Zealand by flying-boat to attend the Biennial
Conference of the Waterside Workers Federation of Australia as fraternal

\ delegates.

It is also known that the New Zealand Waterside Workers Union ~
was represented at the Conferences of the World Federation of Trade
Unions held in Milan and Marseilles in July, 1949, by E.V.ELLIOPT, the ‘i
representative of the Waterside Workers Federation of Australia, at the
Conferences mentioned. Elliott is the Federal Secretary of the
Australian Seamen's Union and a member of the Communist Party.

The following details concerning the leaders of the New __
Zealand Waterside Workers Union are of interest :-
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Harold (known as "Jock") BARNES

Born in New Zealand about 1907. He was educated at Mt.Albert
Grammar School where he matriculated. He later attended the Aucklend
University College where he read law. After obtaining two subjects he
abandoned his law studies.

On leaving school he entered the Public Service, joining the
Lands and Survey Department as a draughtsman cadet. He was dismissed
in 1932 for disciplinary reasons connected with articles concerning
New Zealand Government policy which he had published in an Australian
paper. All manner of appeals failed, but he was alleged to have been
promised reinstatement in the Public Service by members of the Labour
Party if they were elected to office. On the Labour Party assuming
office as the Government, Barnes' dismissal from the Service was upheld.

He first came under notice in 1932 in connection with near
Communist activity.

In 1938 he was elected as a Labour candidate for the Mt.Albert
Borough Council. At that time he was contributing articles along the
current Party ‘line' to the Communist Party paper "Workers' Weekly",
under his own name.

In 1939 he was Secretary of the Morningside Branch of the
Labour party, but later fell out with the Labour Party and joined
forces with John Alexander LEE, who formed the Democratic Labour Party.

On the 15th April, 1940, he took part in a meeting of the
Peace and Anti-Conscription League, and on the 29th September, 1940, he
also took part in a meeting organised by the Labour Rights Emergency
Committee.

In 1941 he took part in two public meetings organised by the
Aid por Russia Committee. All these meetings were largely organised
by the Communist Party.

In gune, 194), he was before the Magistrates Court, Auckland,
on two charges of inciting a strike of waterside workers. The
informations were dismissed.

His attitude during World War II was pacifist and anti-war,
and this led to some dissension between him and those who strictly
followed the Communist Party 'line'.

He was Secretary of the Auckland Branch of the Waterside
Workers’ Union, and in 1945 he became President of the local Branch and
also National President ‘of the Union.

In 1945 he organised the Auckland Waterfront Union's Central
Committee, which was the forerunner of the New Zealand Transport
Workers' Federation.

He has contributed articles to and made statements for
publication in the "People's Voice" newspaper.

In 1949 he spoke at several public meetings of the Peace and
Anti-Conscription Federation (Communist inspired) during the campaign
on the Conscription Referendum. His speeches were scarcely
distinguishable from the Communist Party 'line'. He was joint author
with John Alexander Lee of a pamphlet "Resist Peace-Time Conscription",
sales of which were pushed during the above-mentioned campaign.

In 1949 he retained the Presidency of the Auckland Branch by
only 160 votes. At the Biennial Conference of the New Zealand
Waterside Workers' Union he wes able to hold the position of National
President and make this a paid position. His salary is £832 per
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annum, plus £2 per day. He has also been provided with a standard
"Vanguard" car. The position apparently combines that of organiser.

Tobias McGlinchy HILL

He is stated to have been born at Balantyre, Scotland, omthe
5th November, 1915, and to have come to New Zealand with his parents
about the year 1925.

In 1934, Hill was arrested at Nelson on charges of vagrancy
and attempted theft of petrol. The former charge was not proceeded
with and he was admitted to twelve months probation on a plea of
guilty and was returned to his home.

Hill followed the calling of a seaman for about seven years,
but has been the National Secretary of the New Zealand Waterside
Workers Union for many years. Although not known to be a member of
the Communist Party he has closely associated with prominent members
of that Party. Like Barnes he has addressed and taken part in many
meetings throughout New Zealand, mostly in connection with anti-
conscription and peace. He has spoken from the platform of the
Communist Party.

There are no known members of the Communist Party in the
National Executive of the New Zealand Waterside Workers Union, but the
following renk and file members of the Union are members of the
Communist Party :-

Gordon Harold ANDERSEN, commonly known as Bill ANDERSON.

He was born at Christchurch on the 21st January, 1923, and is
the son of a naturalised British Subject. Has convictions for assault,
resisting Police, drunk and disorderly. Formerly a member of the
Seamen's Union but was dismissed. Has been a member of the Communist
Party since approximately 1945. Very active in the Seamen's Union as
@ seller of literature and collector for Communist funds.

In 1947 he joined the Freezing Workers' Union and instigated
a strike of mutton slaughtermen. He was associated in this bitter
dispute with Roneld Charles BLACK, who had also been dismissed from
the Seamen's Union. The strike failed, having no support from the
Union Executive, and Andersen then joined the Waterside Workers’
Union. He has spoken on a number of occasions from the Communist
platform, and is presently a member of the Auckland District Communist
Party. He is a poor speaker, but a dangerotis type at demonstrations
and in times of public unrest.

Ben BRAY

Was born at London, England, on the 30th August, 1907. His
wife, Myrtle Maud, was born in New Zealand. He arrived in this
country aS a seaman on the "Tainui" on the 27th December, 1933. He
joined the Communist Party at Auckland in 1938.

He has been a member of several strike Committees in
waterfront disputes since 190. In 1942 he was elected to the
executive committee of the Auckland Branch of the Union.

He joined H.M.S."Tamaki" on the 29th October, 1942, and
served only in New Zealand waters. He was released from the Navy
about November, 193.

He was re-elected to the executive of the Auckland Branchof
the Waterside Workers' Union in 1946, and successfully held his
position until the 1949 Blections.

Bray has been a member of the Auckland District Committee of
the Coumunist Party since 1946, and attended National Conferences of
the Party as a delegate. He has: been a speaker at public meetings of
the Communist Party on numerous occasions, and also contributed
articles, mainly about waterfront affairs, to the "People's Voice"
newspaper.
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In July, 1950, he became printer and publisher of the
"People's Voice" newspaper. It is not known whether he has permanently
left the Waterside Workers' Union or whether he is on temporary leave of
absence. Excitable type and impulsive, but has the saving grace of a
sense of humour.

Ronald Charles BLACK

Born in 1911. Nothing definite is known of his antecedent
history. He speaks with an accent, which could be taken for mild
Cockney, Australian or New Zealand. It has been said in some quarters
that he has a trace of Australian aboriginal blood. He is a married
man, but is presently residing with Martha Tuhoe, a native of Scotland,
who is separated from her Maori husband.

Black, since his first conviction in Auckland in 1931 for
fighting, has been before the Court on eight occasions, the other
charges being drunkenness (1 conviction), assaulting Police (2 charges),
and commom assault.

Black is a leading industrial agitator, for the Communist
Party, and in this respect he has been closely associated with Gordon
Harold Andersen.

Black is a fairly recent recruit to the Waterside Workers’
Union. He was formerly a seaman.

He first came under notice on the 14th October, 1942, when he
attended a group meeting of the Wellington Communist Party as a "member
at large". Was a Wellington delegate to the National Conference of
the Communist Party in 1946.

He has been resident in Auckland since 1948, and has spoken
from the public platform of the Communist Party on many occasions.
In 1949 was elected to the Auckland District Committee of the Communist
Party, and is now its Chairman.

Reginald CONVERY

Born on the 28th November, 1921, and is the son of a member of
the British Communist Party. He was formerly a member of the
Communist Party in the United Kingdom.

He followed the occupation of seaman and was in Australian
waters in 1939. He returned to England and finally left there on the
20th June, 1946, for Australia. He served as a seaman on the
Australian coast until the 27th September, 198.

On the 2nd November, 1948, he signed on a coastal ship at
Auckland and served on several coastal ships until the 27th May, 1949,
when he signed off at Auckland.

Following a short period as a non-union watersider, he was
admitted to membership of the union in January, 1950. He is closely
associated with John Victor MATHIAS as a Communist contact for the
importation of Communist literature. He is a quiet worker and has
not been known to heve associated with any open activity of the
Communist Party.

James CAMPBELL, known as "Jock" Campbell.

Born in Scotland in 1900 and came to New Zealand in 1924. He
joined the Communist Party in 1941. Commenced work on the waterfront
in 192. Represented the Waterfront Branch of the Communist Party as
delegate to the Auckland District Committee Conference of the Party in
1945 and 1946.

Alexander DRENVAN

Born at Greenoch, Scotland, on the 16th December, 1899. He
claims to have had one year's service in the Imperial Army. He came
to New Zealand in 1925. He was active in the Unemployed Workers'
Movement and commenced work on the Auckland waterfront in 1934.

He has been convicted of assault, procuring lawlessness,
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obstructing Police, inciting disorder, obstructing public place, and of
publishing a subversive. statement. These convictions arose mainly
through his activity in the working-class struggle. His character is )
otherwise good, although as a result of an estrangement with his wife |
aES He. is 94

0 0. 3

He has held many executive positions in his Union - National 4
Councillor, Vice-President (National Executive and local branch), and in
1950 was elected President of the Auckland Branch. In 1948 and 1949 he
unsuccessfully contested the Presidency of the Auckland Branch against j
Harold Barnes. He was for several years also President of the Auckland
Trades Council.

Drennan joined the Communist Party in 1932, and has remained a
consistently active member. He was National Chairman of the National j
Executive of the Communist Party, but in March, 1949, following an wre)
enquiry into his conduct he was removed from office, but remained a
member of the National Committee.

He has a large personal following in his Union, and gains his
popularity from his earnestness and sincerity of purpose.

John Victor MATHIAS

Born in New Zealand in 1903. He was before the Court at
Gisborne in 1919 for a breach of the peace. He left New Zealand about
1921 and worked on the Pacific Coast, U.S.A., as seaman and longshoreman.
He returned to New Zealand as a stowaway on the s.s. "Tolten" on the
25th October, 1936. No charge was preferred as the Captain had signed
him on as a member of the crew.

He joined the Communist Party es month or so after arrival, but
returned to working on coastal vessels. He joined the Waterside
Workers' Union in 1945. He is one of the contacts for the importation
of Trade Union and Communist literature.

Has spoken from the Communist platform at public meetings and i
is a dangerous and inflammatory speaker, He has not held any executive
position in the Union.
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John James MITCHELL

and a8 such worked on the New Zealand coast. Joined the Auckland
Branch of the Waterside Workers' Union in 1937. He joined the
Communist Party in 1938 and was a delegate to the Easter 1939 Conference —
of the Party held in Wellington.

In 1942 he was elected to the Executive of the Waterside |
Workers’ Union and still is a member of the Executive. He has been 4
working against Drennan in the Union for personal reasons, but is
unlikely to supplant him.

Mitchell was for some years active as a member of the Beresford
Street School Committee, and in 194) was elected Chairman. The same
year he was a Communist candidate for the Auckland City Council, but was
unsuccessful,

In 1946 he was elected an Executive member of the Auckland
Trades Council.

In 1948 was a delegate to the National Conference of the
Communist Party. .

In 1949 was Chairman of the Auckland District Committee and
still is a member of that Committee.

In 1949 was National Organiser of the Peace and Anti-
Conscription Federation, and later the same year was Communist candidate
for Auckland City in the Parliamentary Hlections. Although a working-
class area, and although he had worked hard and was well known in the
district, he polled the lowest number of votes of all the Communist
candidates in Auckland. He is quite a fair speaker.

|
|

Born in London, England, in 1903. Was a seaman by occupation |

   

  
  

  

Herbert Leonard SPILLER, Known as Tom SPILLER

Born in New Zealand in 1910. He lived for a number of years
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in Napier, Hawke's Bay. He joined the Communist Party in 1934. In
1955 he went to Spain and served in the International Brigade. He 7
left New Zealand by underground means, and probably returned the same a
way about March, 1938. He toured New Zealand and Australia, speaking
on behalf of the Spanish Medical Aid Committee. He is a forceful and
militant speaker. He commenced working on the Auckland waterfront in
November, 1942. Has been a frequent speaker and Chairman at public
meetings of the Communist Party in recent years, and is a member of the ©
Auckland District Committee.

fs 4

Ivan TOMASEVIC =

Born in Yugoslavia on the 16th March, 1897, and came to New =
Zealand aS a political refugee in 1923. He has been the leading membeen
of the Yugoslav Group of the Communist Party since 19352. ’

His Certificate of Naturalisation was revoked in 1933, butwas
returned to him in 1936. He is married to a British Subject. 2

He has been a member of the Waterside Workers' Union since
1941, but has never held office in the Union. > am

He is a fluent and militent speaker in both English and 7
Yugoslav. Since the split between Tito and the Cominform his influence—
in the Yugoslav community is waning. : >

William Francis WALKERDENE eS
on Pees

Born in London, England, on the 17th January, 1917. Formerly ©
a seaman, he took his discharge in New Zealand. Was divorced in 1944
at Auckland and remarried at Auckland on the 17th December, 197. He 78).
resides with his wife at 5 Grange Road, Mt.Eden, which is used as a
cover address for the Young People's Club and some of its members. |

He first came under notice in connection with Communist
activity in January, 1949, and is one of the Party's most active members.
He has been a chairman of one public meeting of the Communist Party, Be
is a poor speaker. He is sales organiser of the "People's Voice" for
the Maritime Branch of the Communist Party, and in this respect appears
to be the most successful of all the organisers in the drivefor we
increased circulation. He is in his first term of office as a member —
of the Auckland District Committee of the Communist Party. He has fend
a member of the Waterside Workers' Union for the past three years.

 

   

   
  

 

    The following are lesser known personalities who are members of
the Auckland Branch of the New Zealand Waterside Workers' Union and
members: of the Maritime Branch of the Communist Party at Auckland :-

Arthur Edward ALDERTON
Erie Charles ARNOLD
Donald CAMERON
George Isaac HUMPHRIES
John Joseph: MURRAY
Thomas. Leslie RICHARDS
Albert WHOWELL
Ronald Francis ARMISHAW

The following known members of the Communist Party at WelLingto:
are members of the Wellington Branch of the New Zealand Waterside
Workers' Union :-

Charles Morris BROOKS (District Executive Member, Watersiders).
John Andrew MANSON
Donald AUSTIN
William BAGLEY (Snr. )
Noel. DORNAN
dure GRBICH

Nick BELICH
Sidney BROWN
Ernest DELANEY
Charles Prank DODD
George William DUNCAN
Richard Patrick MURPHY fics
George RICHARDS
Albert Wright WOOLNOUGH      

   John, Salmon KYDD
Tan MITCHELL
William O'RWILLEY
Panos BOOLERIS
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The following known members of the Communist Party at
Christchurch are members of the Christchurch Branch of the New Zealand
Waterside Workers' Union :- {

Francis Hdward McNULTY

Born in New Zealand in 1914, and resides at 5 Thomas Street,
Linwood, Christchurch.

He is a member of the Branch Executive of the New Zealand
Waterside Workers' Union at Christchurch and is Chairman of the Maritime
Branch of the Communist Perty, Christchurch, He is undoubtedly the
leader of the Communist fection within the Union and is the most active
in Party matters.

a
am
at
me
e

Henry Tennant WILKINSON

Born in New zealand in 1909, and resides at Cranford Street,
St.Albans, Christchurch. He is a foundation member of the Maritime
Branch of the Communist Party at Christchurch.
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William Fenn KEERS
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Born in Ireland in 1910, and resides at 185 Peterborough Street,
Christchurch. He is a foundation member of the Maritime Branch of the
Communist Party at Christchurch.

games Hdward NUTTALL

Born in Australia in 1892, and resides at 49 Wychbury Street,
Spreydon, Christchurch.

Maurice Gordon McNARN

Born in New Zealand in 1915, and resides at 201 Selwyn Street,
Christchurch.

Robert McCREANOR

Born in Northern Ireland in 1910, and resides at 176 Ferry Road,
Christchurch.
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John James PORTER

Resides at 21 Phillip Street, Linwood, Christchurch, Is a
Communist of long-standing but is not known to have taken an active part
in the affairs of the Communist Party for some years past.
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REPORT OF JIM HEALY TO MEMBERS OF THE WATERSIDE WORKERS' :
FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA RE/HIS VISIT TO THE BIENNIAL —_ ;
CONFERENCE OM NEW ZEALANDWATERSLDS WORKURS" UNION,HELD Cas
AT WELLINGTON, NEW ZBALAND, ON THE Oth DECEMBER, 1949 ,  

  

 

At the last meeting of the Federal Council it was decided to accept
the invitation extended by the waterside workers of New Zealand to attend
the biennial conference of the union to be held at Wellington commencing
on December 6. The General President and myself were appointed

|
}
|
i delegates to attend this very important conference.

Delegates to the Conference extended a very hearty welcome, and
expressed pleasure that the Federation had seen fit to send the two
principal officers in answer to their invitation.

7
4
{

|
After hearing the reports made by the General President, J.Barnes,

the General Secretary, T. Hill, and the National Vice-~President,
A.Drennan, we were struck with the similarity of the developments that
had occurred im New Zealand in regard to disputes between the Union and
the Government, and the Union and the Waterfront Control Commission which—
is the equivalent of the Stevedoring Industry Board in this country.
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Divided Loyalty:

The reports showed that the Union had divided right and left oma
number of matters and the same problem evidenced itself wherein some
members had thought their first loyalty was to the Labour Government
rather than to the Union, even thotgh the Government hsd removed the
Union representatives from the Waterfront Control Authority and the is
Minister for Labour had circulated 4 pamphlet endeavouring to weaken the
position of the national officers of the organisation.

Whilst it had been possible to obtain general unity on the questions
in dispute, one branch, Timaru, had rejected the decisions of the Union—
and had taken its action to such length that Conference decided to refuse
the delegate from Timaru to continue attending the Conference.

Amazing Similarity:

After hearing reports from myself and the General President,
delegates were amazed at the close similarity of events that had oceurred
here in Australia and subsequently were unanimously of the opinion that,
the points stressed by us should be cleared up and complete unity of all
members obtained round the Union's policy and that, so far as the Union
is concerned, the first loyalty of the member is to the Union and its
policy and not to any Government, because as the recent Blections show,
soeeeseo come and go, but the Union is the workers’ chief defence at
all times.
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It was agreed that the ranks had to be closed against the new
developments that would flow from the return of the Tory Governments in
oth countries and that the fullest measure of unity should be obtained

t+ only throughout both unions but between both unions.
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International Unity:

The New Zealand Union decided to follow the lead given by the
Federation and to affiliate with the International Dockers.

 

        

    

This decision was arrived at unanimously, many delegates expressing
their view that much closer co-operation had to be achieved betweenali
the waterside workers in the Pecific area and, to this end, it was felt a
that the affiliation with the Trade Union International would materially
assist.

It was also decided that the Trans-fasman executive, consisting of
the National President and General Secretary of each union, should meet
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regularly to discuss problems that arose affecting either union;
that such a meeting should take place at least once a year and more
often, if the circumstances dictated.

After discussions by this executive a report could then be made
to the National Executive or Council of each union and such action
could be recommended as considered best suited to meet the occasion.

Close Co-operation:

The New Zealand Union pledged itself to retain and improve the
close co-operation that has existed between the two unions over the
past years and, on behalf of the Australian Union, we were able to
assure our comrades in New Zealand that we would reciprocate to the
fullest extent.

Following the conelusion of the Conference it was requested that
we should visit a number of the New Zealand ports and we were able to
address stop-work meetings, which were fully attended by the member-
ships, in the ports of Wellington, Lyttelton, Dunedin, Port Chalmers
and Auckland.

We arrived back in Australia on December 19, and brought with us,
to our members in Australia from the waterside workers in New Zealand,
fraternal greetings and good wishes for the success of our claims for
improved wages and conditions decided upon st our recent Council
meeting and which were fully outlined to the New Zealand workers at
the stop-work meetings referred to.

The New Zealand workers will watch our efforts in these matters
with the closest of attention because they appreciate, as we do, the
fact that improvements in either country are of material interest to
both unions.

On behalf of the New Zealand Waterside Workers' Union we extend
to all our members the best of good wishes for the coming festive
season and @ happy and prosperous New Year.
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POLICE. 8.50/39. i{2| MH

Special Branch,
AUCKLAND. [ q7

25th September, 19

REPORT of: Detective Sergeant R. JONES, No. 3272.

Relative to: "Defence of Peace and the Struggle against the
Warmongers" -— Letter addressed to dockers of
English ports.

- Vide attached -.

I respectfully report that the attached memorandum
should more correctly have been forwarded with the previous file,
S.50/39, with which I submitted a report dated 27.2.50. It will
be noted from the attached memorandum that reference is made to a
memorandum of 15.2.50.

Regarding the matter mentioned in the last paragraph
of the attached memorandum dated 9.43.50, I have no information
regarding any letters or circulars emanating from the source
mentioned.

Similar calls to action which have been received by
the New Zealand Waterside Workers Union are covered by my reports
dated 16.5.50 and 30.5.50 respectively, and attached to Secret
file S.50/39.

For your information.

bes

on

The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND. Detective Sergeant 3272

missioner.

1b. 9.50
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30th June, 1950.

Sir Percy Sillitoe,
Box No.500,
Parliament Street B.0.,
LONDO) S.Wede

Dear Sir Percy,

I have no information of copies of a letter or circular
similar to those issued by the French National Federation of Dockers
having been seen in New Zealand, but you will be interested to know
that the policy of the Communist Party in New Zealand concerning war
has continued as indicated in my letter of the 15th March.

The division in the New Zealand Federation of Labour caused
by the affiliation of the New Zealand Waterside workers Union with the
Maritime Federation of the World still exists, with the result that
the more militant trade unionists who are inspired by the Comaunist
Party have their own nationalist organisation known as the Trade
Union Congress.

Concerning the handling of war materials by New Zealand
Waterside Workers, the following publication appeared in the New
Zealand "Evening Post" newspaper on the 2nd June, 1950 :=

"wharf Union will not handle Wer Materials.

New Zealand waterside workers will not handle any
cargo of war materials for Malaya. The policy announced
after a meeting of the executive last night is deseribed
as ‘endorsement of the resolutions from branches, stating
that this union will not work any cargo carrying war
nate to Malaya’.

he pending visit of Field-Marshall sir William Slim,
Chief af the Imperial General Staff, who led the Burma
campaign, was significant, said the president of the union
(Mr H. Barnes),

At any time the union had taken a stand on such
matters, the passage of time had vindicated the stand. The
classic example was the refusal to load scrap iron for
Japan."
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Yours faithfully,

aoner of Police. 
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NEW. ZEALAND POLICE teh s boos
The “pecial Branch,°
The Detective Office,
WELLINGTON,
June 26, 1950

 

REPORT of D.S. Paterson, Detective, No.3668 3

RELATIVE to "The Defence of Peace and the Struggle Against

Warmongers"--United Kingdom inquire re letter si.

issued by French National Federation of Dockers.

 

I respectfully report having made inquiries into the -

matter raised in the attached memorandum from the Commissioner

of Police regarding the Communist campaign to offset the

advantages accruing to the Western Powers as a result of -

the Ame#ican Military Assistance Programme. The theme of a this campaign is strike action by “dockers" or their refusal

to handle war-material.

R
e
e

Information on the forming of N.Z. Waterside Union policy

is regarded as "tight" but it is no secret that Tobias HILL, |

national secretary, and Harold BARNES, president are at present i

riding on the crest of a commnist wave though their member-

ship of the party has not been established. The N.Z. Water- |

side Workers' Union is affiliated to the W.F.T.U. and one. is

inclined to the belief that it is more at the directicn of

) [2s body than an act of its own initiative that the union

made a newspaper announcement ("Evening Fost") on June 2, 1950

that no cargo of war materials for Malaya would be handled by

N.Z. waterside workers.
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The subject of supply of war materials has been raised

by almost every communist party speaker recently in furtherance |

\of the party's "peace" harangue.

Watersiders have been active in keeping alive the N.Z.

Trade Union Congress, a Communist-blessed national organisat-

ion of Trade Unions formed in April of this year to be free

of the yoke of the moderate N.2. Federation of Labour. The |

matter of the struggle against warmongers has no doubt been

 



5 Ri inquire re letter issued
by_ French Nat. Fed. of Dockers (94

thoroughly presented by communist union members of the T,U.C,

I have noted the attached letter of M. Baudin, general

i| secretary ‘for the secretariat of the National Federation of

| Dockers+to"all the dockers ofthe 4nglish Ports". Inquiries
e but eathous evidence resulting to show that

eter has been circulated to

Detective, No.3668
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"EVENING POST" Dated 2nd. June 1950 199
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE 1942
==TE= Tse  

Pelice Stn.QUNWDINCENTRAL,
—SsHeRE?

Dates_29th. March, 1%0

REPORT of Detective A, H. LEADLEY + Noe 3762.
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RELATIVE 20;= Memorandum "The Defence of Peace and the struggle
Against the War Mongers - Extract of letter received from the United
Kingdon Security Service, London.

 

I respectfully report that I have made
inquiries amongst persons employed on the Dunedin Waterfront who
are known to me personally, and I have been confidentially informed
that to date, no correspondence of the nature of the attached letter
has been referred to Union members in Dunedin for consideration.

No difficulty has yet been experienced
on the Dunedin Waterfront as to the loading of an; eee goods
which would indicate that the employees are in ant? nfluenced by
correspondence as disclosed in the attached copy of the letter which
is claimed to have been circulated.

ion which would suggest that the requests made in the copy of the
letter attached have come under the notice of the local Waterside
Workers.

VEMeadley
Detective l¥o.3762
29/3/50.,

The Super intengen’

crifief7Datective
29 March, 1950. "

; Ly f
VILaee ts oy Ov Mr OQ-hY

are ehe
Sarl JAOUN AQ:ch

fe (Oe
V\OEAIOW tore.

ae
S Sete

30°. 35: JO.ww

 

SL

I have been unable to obtain any informat-
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Special Branch,
Police Station,
CHRISTCHURCH .

REPORT OF Detective TI. J. Knowles, Noe 3519.

RELATIVE TO Defence of Peace and Struggle against
Warmongers: Letter from French Federation of
Dockers to Inglish Dockers.

I respectfully report having perused the
attached letter from the United Kingdom Security Service in
reference to the present Communist Campaign to offset the
military advantages accruing to the Western Powers as a result
of the American Military Assistance Programme, but I am
unaware of any activity in this direction on the part of
members of the Communist Party at Christchurch.

I have no knowledge of any letters or circulars,
similar to that circulated by the French National Federation
of Dockers, being distributed to any Docker or Waterside
worker in this Police District.

Should any information relating to the
distribution of similar correspondence come to hand, or should
it become know that members of the Communist Party at
Christchureh are taking any active interest in that direction,
the facts will be reported immediately.

enior Detective Halcrow, KE No. ae

CHRIS TCHURCH .

The Superintendent of Police,
CHRISTCHURCH:

I have made inquiry from certain confidential sources
in Christchurch but can obtain no information of any circulars
similar to the one which is the subject of this file having
arrived in this district.

I have discussed, in confidence, the matter with
Detective-Sergeant Ward of Lyttelton who might come across any
such circulars in the course of his work and he will advise me
if anythingof interest becomes known.
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I have noted the particulars in the file and shall
report if any information is received on the subject in future.

-f. Aeae
lor Detective No.281h

21/3/50
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© The Special Branch,
WELLINGTON,

March 16, 1950

Report of D.S. Faterson, Detective, No.35668

RELATIVE to "DEFENCE OF PHACE AND THE STRUGGLE AGAINST WAR-

MONGERS" report by Suslov and activity by C.P.

a
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n
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n

Affiliations.

 

I respectfully report having read the attached notes
on this subject.

The "struggle" for peace by. the workers of all: countries
outside the U.S.S.R. has been one of the pillars of the C.P,
doctrine. The preamble to the Constitution of the New
Zealand Communist Farty contains this passage: "... Consequent-
ly, the Communist Party carries on 2 ceaseless struggle for
the preservation of world» peace and for the defeat of the
war-mongers ...".

This topic is almost invariably raised at Communist ,
Party public and committee meetings. |

|
}

At’ a combined demonstration» in Wellington last October
by the Wellington Young People's Club, the Hutt Valley.
Pnogressive Youth League and Victoria University students,
pamphlets asking for support of eleven “demands" were issued.
The foremost. "demand" was for "Peace".

Some months prior to a publicréferendum in New
Zealand in 1949 on Compulsory Military Training a movement |
called) the Peace and Anti-conscription Federation, Communist |
Party ‘instuted and dominated, campaigned vigorously against !
the issue. Branches of thiis Federation were inaugurated |
by small groups of 0. P. members. f

Fifteen Commnist Farty members: went<to the Nod.
electoral polls on November 30, 1949 with.the banner of
"peace" as the foremost platform, but only 3,267 votes were
cast for tken.

The New Zealand Commnist Party weekly newspaper, the
"People's Voice"; on September 7, 1949, gave’ thei streamer
eaption, "World:Youth Mobilises for Peace" to-an article
written by: Ronald: Joseph SMITH, =N.Z.-delegate at the World ;
Youth'Festival at Budapest earlier that year... The article
is largely in derogation of "“war-mongers",-as are-from time
to time similar. articles in this, paper.
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Speakers for peace are from time to time heard among

trades unionists, in most cases these being ."“left-wingers." b
Although, the leading body of its kind here, the N.Z. |
Federation of Labour last year disaffiliated with the
W.F.T.U. because it was Communist dominated, it is possible |
that propaganda from this. source may filter down to union
members, but as far as can be ascertained in this district
there has been little or no increase of C.P. members in
trades union executives. The impetus through this source as
suggested by Suslovy would not, 1 do not think, be great.

For the Commissioner, please. me ¢ ‘ a

The Inspector (Detective Branch), :
WELLINGTON Detective, No.3668

     
Icen Aa
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8.50/39

—_——- 15th March, 1950.

Sir aeree.BAY¢5
Box Nowd ’
Parliament Street B.0.,
LONDON,

Dear Sir Percy,

 

I thank you for your letter of the 3rd February which was
received together with the paper entitled "The Defence of Peace and the
Struggle Against the Warmongers".

In New Zealand "the struggle for Peace" was activised around
the Conseription Referendum. On the 26th-27th March, 1949, at
Wellington a conference of anti-conscriptionists was held at which it
was decided to set up @ national orgenisation to be known as the "Peace
and Anti-Conscription Federation". The seen of this conference was
believed to have been Communist inspired and efter a few early meetings
the main activists in the Federation were Communists or Communist
Sympathisers.

Quakers and Christian Pacifists, in the main, played an
independent role during the Conscription Referendum Campaign.

At the conclusion of the campaign, John James MITCHELL,
Communist and National Organiser of the Peace and Anti-Conscription
Federation, stated: "I would like to pay a particuler tribute to the
Communist Party who were the only political organisation as such to
throw their full resources into the campaign and worked tirelessly to
achieve victory. The result (23 per cent of the voters opposed
conseription) was a nominal victory for the anti-working class forces".

On the 17th August, 1949, after the Referendum was held, Amiel
Isaac KEESING, of Aucklend, National Secretary of the Peace and Anti-~
Conscription Federation, announced: “The Peace and Anti-Conscription
Federation will remain in existence as an organisation to fight for the
objectives for which it was formed, These are the preservation of
World Peace and the safeguarding of the People's Civil Liberties ..sees
"The Federation feels that ample justification has been established for
its existence. 153,000 voters in New Zealand have shown this to be
true. Accordingly, the Federation will continue to function and grow.
Its objects in the future will be ~

1. To assist in every way possible to mitigate any hardships
eaused by the imposition of Conscription, either on the people
concerned or their families;

2. To safeguard the interests of people whose conscience will
not permit them to take up arms;

3. To publicise at every opportunity, efforts to obtain
exemption by or for those who advocated and voted for Conscription;

4. To work for the ultimate repeal of the Act; and

5. To earnestly seek the co-operation of all people, in alllands, towards international disarmament and world peace," .

_
—
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On the 27th July, 1949, the "People's Voice" newspaper
published the following :~-

"gtudents' Manifesto

Auckland.- The New Zealand Student Labour Federation, an
organisation which includes Clubs of progressive students in all four
main University Colleges, has recently issued a Manifesto of N.Z.
Intellectuals for Peace. This is based on the statements by the
International Intellectuals for Peace movement, whose Congress was held
recently in Wroclaw, Poland. The Manifesto is receiving growing support.

‘we, the undersigned', says the Students’ Manifesto, ‘being
conscious of our collective responsibility in the building of a durable
peace, express our deep concern over the current situation which contains
the possibilities of a third world war. We are convinced the peoples of
the world have no wish for such a war and that only the unity of all
peaceful sections, regardless of race, religion, creed or colour, can
preserve the peace we all cherish.

‘In particular, we recognise that war, and the threat of war,
must mean the deterioration of international friendship and its fruits,
the decay of national culture and living standards, and restraints on
academic freedom,

‘It is clear, too, that greater expenditure for armaments must
mean less for education. Thus the current drive for conscription in
New Zealand, if successful, would inevitably deprive students and
apprentices of the opportunity for study and of long overdue increases in
bursaries and other facilities".

The lyth Gonference (Annual) of the Co-Operative Women's Guilds
was held at Palmerston North on the 28th-29th March, 1949... Two
resolutions were passed and forwarded to the Prime Minister and the Hon.
Minister of Defence. They are -

1. "That this conference is concerned at the suggestion of
compulsory military training in peace time, and the
consequent withdrawal of men and women from industry
and farming".

2. “Phat we urge the Government to instruct its representative
on UNO to support the outlawing of the atom bomb".

Several women Communists are known to be members of the Co-
Operative Women's Guilds.

The 6th National Conference of the National Federation of Young
Peoples' Clubs was held at Waitakere Beach, Foxton, from 22nd to 25th
October, 1949. A statement issued to the Press after the Conference
says:

"While we may fight for improved conditions, and a better way of
life for youth, these were dependent on the maintenance of world peace
and international co-operation and respect for the freedom and
independence of all people. It was necessary to fight with greater
determination for peace, and oppose the schemes of the warmongers and
their criminal plans. In joining the mighty movement for peace,
Conference expressed its determination to fight for political and
eivil liberties, for the equality of all peoples and opposition to any
form of racial discrimination .....ec0"

On the loth February, 1950, a meeting was held in the rooms of
the New zealand Housewives Association, Union Bank Buildings, Victoria
Street West, Auckland, under the auspices of the Women's Movement for
World Peace. The object of the meeting was to decide a date for
celebrating International Womens Day. A booking has been made for the

77 = ag at
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Auckland Town Hall Concert Chamber for 16th March, 1950.

The Womens Movement for World Peace seems to be a child of the
Auckland Womens Charter Association, a quasi Communist organisation.

Over the signature of Ben BRAY, Auckland Communist, the
"People's Voice" newspaper dated 26th October, 1949, published the
following :-

"Peace hibition and Congress ProposedEx

One of the proposals made at the recent conference of the Peace
and Anti-Consoription Federation was that a peace exhibition should
be held. The exhibition will help people to appreciate the actions
of the Labour and Tory warmongers and rally people for the fight for
peace. The conference also decided to organise a national peace
congress thus preparing the way for a Pacific Peace Congress in the
near future. The New Zealand Peace Congress should be supported by
peace-lovers from every sphere of life. It wifll be our country's
answer to those who would lead us into a third world war cseccece™

A Peace Congress is to be held in the Exhibition Buildings,
Melbourne, Australia, on the 16th April, 1950. Invitations to attend
this Congress have been sent to Paul ROBESON, negro singer, The Dean of
Canterbury, Dr Hewlett JOHNSON, and Madame SUN YAT-SEN. Vice-President
of the Chinese People's Republic.

It has been learnt that no campaign has yet been launched which
would ensure the success of the New Zealand Peace Congress, which was
mooted at the Conference of the Peace and Anti-Conscription Federation
referred to above.

Immediate consideration, however, is to be given by the Peace
and Anti-Conscription Federation to extend an invitation to ROBESON,
JOHNSON and SUN YAT-SEN, to visit New Zealand.

In June, 1949, the Auckland Branch of the New Zealand Waterside
Workers’ Union took up a voluntary subseription for the Peace and Anti-
Conscription Federation, which amounted to £125. Purther appeals to the
Union by the Federation would no'k doubt meet with similar success,

The Biennial Conference of the New Zealand Waterside Workers
Union was held in Wellington on the 6th December, 1949, and subsequent
days. An extract from the report of Tobias HILL, National Secretary,
which was unanimously endorsed, read ~

“Gonseription, No survey of the past two years would be complete
without some reference to conseription. The campaign conducted for
conseription would have done credit to any totalitarian country.
Here again we saw politicians cruelly abandon one of the cardinal
prineiples of our movement.

WHAT WAS DONE MUST BE UNDONE AND AGAIN I. BELIEVE THE MOST
POWERFUL FACTOR IN RIGHTING THIS GRIEVOUS WRONG WILL BE THE TRADE
UNION MOVEMENT",

Rank and file members of the Auckland Branch of the Waterside
Workers Union were informed at their monthly stop-work meeting held on
the 16th December, 1949, that the New zealand Waterside Workers’ Union
had decided to affiliate with the Seamens, Dockers, Iniand Waterways and
Allied Workers Trade Union International (Maritime Federation of the
World). The announcement was made by James HEALY, Communist Secretary
of the Waterside Workers Federation of Australia, who attended the
Biennial Conference.

Affiliation with the Seamens, Dockers, Inland Waterways and
Allied Workers Trade Union International (W.F.T.U.) has led to the _
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expulsion of the New Zealand Waterside Workers Union from the New
Zealand Federation of Labour. The outcome of this is full of
possibilities and at the present time it would be unwise to hazard a L
guess at the measure of support the Waterside Workers will gain from
the Trade Union movement in general and other afflliations to the
Transport Workers Federation (N.Z.) in particular.

Journalists, cultural workers, parliamentary and other public
leaders, are not sufficiently sympathetic in this country to be drawn
into the Communist campaign to “secure a stable and iasting peace".

Sufficient, however, has been written in this report to give a
fairly clear picture of the Communist Party's efforts to mobilise
women's, co-operative, youth, and students movements and trade unions,
in seneusvee with the suggestions made by Comrade SUSLOV as set out in
your note.

Yours faithfully,

D tor of Secur Intelligence.
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S f f PE J POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON C.l, 9th March, 1950.

MEMORANDUM for

The Superintendent of Poljce,
WELLINGTON. gy/ 1Needs

With reference to my memorandum of the 15th February, with
which was forwarded a document entitled "The Defence of Peace and the
Struggle Against the Warmongers", the following is an extract of a
further letter received from the United Kingdom Security Service,
London, and is referred for your information and report by your
Special Branch :-

"Would you please refer to our SF.411/13/B.1.b(MJEB) of
3 February, 1950, which dealt with the present Communist campaign to
offset the military advantages accruing to the Western Powers as a
result of the American Military Assistance Programme.

Attached is a copy of a circular dated 31 January, 1950, and
addressed by M.BAUDIN, General Secretary of the French National }
Federation of Dockers im Paris to 'all dockers of English Ports'. The ;
distribution is reported to have been entrusted to an official of the
Merseyside area of the British Communist Party.

The reference to American dockers in the last sentence of the
circular would appear to be a slip. The French Communist Party paper, ©
'Humanite', quoted on 31 December last a letter couched in identical
terms which had been sent on the previous day by the French Federation
to American dockers of Atlantic ports. A reference to this letter to
the American dockers was made under the date 31 December, 1949, in the
‘Chronicle of International Events' given in the Soviet periodical, |
'New Times', No.2, for 8 January, 1950. |

Although the refusal of workers in Western Europe to handle
war material was receiving considerable publicity and support in the
British 'Daily Worker', we had no information when the circular of 31
January came to our notice, to suggest that the British Communist Party
had made or was making any particular effort to persuade British
workers: to strike; the Party appeared to be devoting most of its time
and energy to the prosecution of its election campaign. Since that
date, however, we have learnt from a delicate source that the Party is
in fact running a campaign in the London docks, and probably in other
ports, to stop shipments of arms; it appears that the Party's attempts
to put this policy across are not being at all well received by the
majority of London dockers.

We do not yet know how much effort the Party is devoting to
this campaign, nor whether it is specifically directed to counter one
category of shipment as against another. The date at which the Party
embarked om the campaign is also unknown to us; it is unlikely that
such a step would heave been occasioned solely by the receipt of a
circular from a French trade union. It is possible, however, that it
was connected with a visit to Paris, in the latter half of January,
paid by George ALLISON, the Party's Industrial Organiser. In the
course of this visit, ALLISON met officials of the W.F.T.U., and he may
well have also been in touch with the French Communist Party.

We should be glad to hear if copies of this letter or
circulars of a similar nature issued by the French National Federation
of Dockers, are reported to have been distributed in other countries."

ard » AS aeoe Commissioner of Police.g te DO
myipa—
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Pelice Stn. Dunedin

Date: 22th February 1950

REPORT of

_

J.C. 2ussell, Detective + Noe 2505

RELATIVE T0;— "The Defence of Peace and the Strurele Acainst
the ‘Yarmoneers't

Vide attached.

t

u SereeeeaEME MCENROEIEEEET
'

1 T resnectfully revort that T have made
‘confidential enquiries in Dunedin recardine the attitude of ;"Trade lnions towards the above renort. 4
’ The Watersidé Workers of Dunedin in
tsympathy with Northern Cities, that is Auckland and Wellineton areravfiliated to the World Federation of Trade Unions, which is an
‘active champion of "The Defence of Peace And The Strucrle Acainst
The Warmongers". My information is that the Dunedin Waterside
Workers are anathetic towards this affiliation to th '.F.T.U"
tthe reason heing that in Dunedin there is not the militant section
1in the Union that there is in the North Island.
1 I have received confidential information
sthat no other Union in Dunedin or Otago is affiliated to the
oe WoF.T.U."
' : During the couvse of my enquiry I
shave been unable to obtain any information that the document
"The Defence of Peace And the Strucele Avainst The Warmongers" has
reached Dunedin or Otago.

 

   

; My informant states that he has no
nowledse of the document being in Dunedin, and no mention of
the document or its aims have been discussed? among Trade Unions
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NEW ZEALAND

_

POLICE. S$. 50/39

Special Branch,
AUCKLAND.

27th February 1950.

REPORT of Detective Sergeant R.Jones Noe 3272

relative to " THE DEFENCE OF PEACE AND THE STRUGGLE AGAINST
THE WAR MONGERS".

"Vide attached"

I respectfully report that in 1949 "the struggle
for peace" was activised around the Conscription referendum.

On March 26-27th 1949 at Wellington a conference
of anti-consciptionists was held at which it was decided to set
up a national organisation te be known as the "PEACE AND ANTI-
CONSCRIPTION FEDERATION". The calling of this conference was
believed to have been Communist inspired and after a few early
meetings the main activists in the Federation were Communists
or Communist sypathisers.e

Quakers and Christian Pacifists, in the main,
played an independent rele during the conscription referendum
campaign. 4

At the conclusion of the campaign, John James
MITCHELL, Communist and National Organiser of the Peace and Anti-
Conscription Federation, stated, "I would like to pay a particular
tribute to the Communist Party who were the only political
organisation as such, to throw their full resources into the
campaign and worked tirelessly to achieve victory. The result
(23 per cent. of the voters eppoesed coascelptiony was a nominal
victory for the anti-working class forces.”

On 17.8.49, after the referendum was held,
Amiel Isaac KEESING, of Auckland, national Secretary of the
Peace and Anti-Conscription Federation, announced, "The Peace
and Anti-Conscription Federation will remsin in existence, as an
organisation to fight fer the objectives for which it was formed.
These are the preservation of World Peace and the dafeguarding of
the People's Civil Liberties. ..... "The Federation feels that
ample justification has been established for its existence.
153,000 voters in New Zealand have shown this to be true. Accord=
ingly the Federation will continue to function and grow. Its
objects in the future will be,

1. To assist in every way possible to mitigate
any hardships caused by the impesition of Conscription,
either on the people concerned or their families;

2. To safeguard the interests of people whose
conscience will not permit them to take up arms;

3. To publicise at every opportunity, efforts
to obtain exemption by or for those who advocated and voted
for conscription;

4e To work for the ultimate repeal of the Act; and

5. To earnestly seek the co-operation of all
people, in all lands, towards international disarmament and
world peace."

On 27th July 1949 the People's Voice newspaper
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published the following,

“STUDENTS' MANIFESTO

AUCKLAND. = The New Zealand Student Labour Federation, an
organisation which includes Clubs of progressive students
in all four main University Colleges, has recently issued
a Manifesto of N.2 Intellectuals for Peace. This is based
en the statements by the International Intellectuals for
Peace movement, whose Congress was held recently in
Wroclaw, Poland. The Manifesto is receiving growing
support.

‘We, the undersigned,' says the students’
Manifesto, ‘being conscious of our collective responsibility in the

in the building of a durable peace, express our deep concern
ever the current situation which contains the possibilities
ef a third world war. We are convinced the peoples of the
world have no wish for such a war and that only the unity
of all peaceful sections, regardless of race, religion,
ereed or colour, can preserve the peace we all cherish.

'In particular, we recognise that war, and the
threat of war, must mean the deterioration of international
friendship and its fruits, the decay of national gilture ahd
living standards, and restraints on academic freedom.

‘It is clear,too, that greater expenditure for
armaments must mean less for education. Thus the current
drive for conscription in New Zealand, if successful,
would inevitably deprive students and apprentices of the
opportunity for study and of long overdue increases in
bursaries and other facilities".

The 14th Conference (Annual) of the CO-OPERATIVE
WOMEN'S GUILDS was held at Palmerston North on 28-29th March 194.9
Two resolutions were passed end forwarded to the Prime Minister and
the Hon.Minister of Defence. They are,

1. "That this conference is concerned at the
suggestion of compulsory military training
in peace time, and the consequent withdrawal
of men and women from industry and farming".

2. "That we urge the Government to instruct its
representative on UNO to support the outlawing
of the atom bomb."
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Several wmmen Communists are known to be members
ef the Co-Operative Womens Guilds.

The 6th National Conference of the NATIONAL
FEDERATION OF YOUNG PEOPLES' CLUBS was held at Waitakere Beach,
Foxten from 22nd to 25th October 1949. A‘ statement issued to the
Press after the Conference says,

"While we may fight for improved conditions, and
a better way of life for youth, these were
dependent on the maintenance of world peace and
international co-operation and respect for the
freedom and independence of all people. It was
necessary to fight with greater determination
for peace, and eppose the schemes of the war—
mongers and their criminal plans. In joining
the mighty movement for peace, the Conference
expressed its determination to fight for
political and civil liberties, for the equality
of all peoples and opposition to any form of
racial discriminations. ceccsceo™
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On 10.2.5 a meeting was held in the rooms of the
NZ HOUSEWIVES ASSOCIATION, Union Bank Buildings » Victoria Street
West, Auckland, under the auspices of the WOMEN'S MOVEMENT FOR
WORLD PEACE. The ebject of the meeting was to decide a date
for celebrating International Womens Day. A booking has been
made for the Auckland Town Hall Concert Chamber for 16.350.
A full repert-on this meeting was submitted fromthis office
on 19.2250.

The WOMENS MOVEMENT FOR WORLD PEACE seems to be a
child ef the AUCKLAND WOMENS CHARTER ASSOCIATION, a quasi
Communist organisation.

Over the signature of Ben BRAY, Auckland Communist
the People's Voice newspaper dated 26.10.49 published the
following.

"PEACE EXHIBITION AND CONGRESS PROPOSED.

"One of the proposals made at the recent conference
ef the Peace and Anti-Conscription Federation was that a peace
exhibition should be held. The exhibition will help people to
appreciate the actions of the Labour and Tory warmongers and
rally people for the fight for peace. The conference also
decided to organise a national peace congress thus preparing
the way for a Pacific peace congress in the near future. The
New Zealand Peace congress should be supported by peace lovers
from every sphere of life. It will be our country 8 answer to those
who would lead us into athird world war.cceccccoe”

A Peace Congress is to be held in the Exhibition
Building, Melbourne, Australia on 16th April 1950. Invitations
to attend this Congress have been sent to Paul Rebesen, negre
singer, The Desn of Canterbury, Dr.Hewlett Johnson, and Madame
Sun Yat-Sen, vigée-president of the Chinese People's Republic.

It has been learnt that no campaign has yet been
launched which would ensure the success of the New Zealand
Peace Congress, which was nogted at the Conference of the
Peace and Anti-Conscription *ederation, referred to above.

Immediate consideration, however, is to be given
by the Peace and Anti-Conscription Federation to extend an
invitation to Robeson, Johnson and Sun Yat-Sen, to visit New Zealana

In June 1949 the Auckland Branch of the New Zealand
Waterside Workers' Union took up _a voluntary subscription for
the Peace and Anti-Conscription Federation, which amounted te
£125. Further appeals to the Union by the Federation would no
doubt meet with similar successe

The Bienniel Conference of the NZ Waterside Workers
Union was held in Wellington on 6th December 1949, and subsequent
days. An extract from the report of Tobias HILL, national
Secretary, which was unanimously endorsed, read, -

“CONSCRIPTION. No survey of the past two years
would be complete wilthatt some reference to
conscription. The campaign conducted for censcription
would have dene credit to any totalitarian country.
Here again we saw politicians cruelly abandon one
of the cardinal principles of our movement.

WHAT WAS DONE MUST BE UNDONE AND AGAIN I BELIEVE
THE MOST POWERFUL FACTOR IN RIGHTING THIS GRIEVOUS
WRONG WILL BE THE TRADE UNIO N MOVEMENT." (The
heavy—type_was used in the report. )

Rank and file members of the Auckland branch of the
Waterside Workers Union were informed at théir monthly pteeork
meeting held on 16.12.49 that the NZ WATERSIDE WORKERS’ UNION
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had decided to affiliate with the SEAMENS, DOCKERS, INLAND
WATERWAYS and ALLIED WORKERS TRADE UNION INTERNATIONAL
(MARITIME FEDERATION OF THE WORLD). The announcement was
made by James HEALY, Communist Secretary of the Waterside
Workers Federation of Australia, who attended the biennial
conference.

Affilation with the SEAMENS, DOCKERS, INLAND
WATERWAYS gnd ALLIED WORKERS TRADE UNION INTERNATIONIW.F.T.U)
has led to the expulsion of the NZ Waterside Workers Union
from the NZ Federation of Labour. The outcome of this ié
full of possibilities and at the present time it would be
unwise to hazard a guess at the measure of support the
Waterside Workers will gain from the Trade Union movement in
general and other affiliations te the TRANSPORT WORKERS
FEDERATION (N.Z) in particulare

Journalists, cultural workers, parliamentary and
other public leaders are not sufficiently sympathétie in this
country, to be drawn into the Communist campaign to "secure a
steble and lasting peace."

Sufficient, however, has been written in this report
to give a fairly clear picture of the Communist Party's efforts
to mobilise women's, co-operative, youth, and students movements
and trade unions, ih accordance with the suggestions made by
Comrade SUSLOV as set out in the- attached notes ~

For your informatione Pe in &

The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND. Detective Sergeant 3272
Fests: 029506
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Paris, Le 34 janvier, 1950.

The National Federation of Dockers

to

@ll the dockers of Mnglish Ports.

Dear Comrades,

The French dockers have taken the firm decision to refuse to
unload war material supplied to our country by foreign Governments.

The reasons for such a refusal are the following :-

The war of free peoples to liberate the world from barbarian
Fascism ended hardly five years ago, and already the warmongers are
preparing ea new world slaughter.

Contrary to what your rulers, your newspapers and your right-

wing trade union leaders are telling you, the French people, and in
the first place the French workirs, are not willing to wage a war
under the leadership and for the profit of capitalists.

They are convinced that your present rulers, as well as the
American rulers, are taking the lead in the preparation of war
against Sovict Union and Peoples' Democracies, in their own class
interests. 2

Contrary to what you are being told, the Paris Government, which
obeys the orders of the United States Government, does by no means
represent, either the opinion of the French popular masses, nor the
interests of France,

True to our traditions, we, dockers, refuse to lend our helping
hands to the preparation of a new war of aggression, particularly
since this new war, would be directed against the peoples who have °
achieved their independence and their freedom and who have created a
progressive and equitable regime,

The French workers stand by the dockers.

Yie are now appealing to you to help us forge the ties in the

defence of Peace, which must bind all of us, port workers, who in the
past and on many occasions have proved capable of applying proletarian
solidarity in our struggles.

The French dockers ask you not to load war material bound for
France,.since they have taken the decision not to unload it on their
side,

They are convinced that you wish to safeguard Peace as much as
they do themselves.

By refusing, on your side to load war material, on our side to
unload it, we will bring our contrition to the salvation of mankind,

Long live the solidsrity of the French and American dockers for
the defence of Peace,

For the Secretariat,

The General Secretary :

eocecteanerinin

M,. BAUDIN,
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

WELLINGTON C.1. 25th February, 1950.

 

MEMORANDUMfor

The Superintendent of Police,

WELLINGTON.

I have received from the United Kingdom Security Service a
document entitled "The Defence of Peace and the Struggle Against) the
Warmongers". It reveals the present Communist campaign to offset
the military advantages accruing to the Western Powers as a result of
the American Military Assistance Programme.

The United Kingdom Security Service ask to be advised of any
information that is available concerning the activities in New Zealand
along these lines.
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oS POLICE DEPARTMENT
newzealane WELLINGTON C.1. 15th February, 1950.

MEMORANDUM for
The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND.

I have received from the United om Security Service a
document entitled "The Defence of Peace and the Struggle Against the
Warmongers". Tt reveals the-present Communist campaignto offset
the military advantages accruing to the western Powers as a result of
the American Military Assistance Programme,

The United Kingdom Security Service ask to be advised of any
information that is available concerning the activities in New Zealand
along these lines.
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"THE DEFENCE OF .EACE AND THE STRUGGLE

 

AGAINST THE WARMONGERS"

"The Defence of Peace and the Struggle against the Warmongers”
was the title of the report by SUSLOV of the Communist farty of the Soviet
Union (Bolsheviks) delivered at the meeting of the Cominform which was
held in Hungary during the second half of November, 1949, and of one of

the resolutions passed by the Information Bureau on that occasivn.

"The Communist and Vorkers' Parties", said SUSLOV, "must utilise
all means of struggle to secure a stable and lasting peace, subordinating
their entire activity to this which is now their central task.

"Tt is necessary to work even more persistently to
consolidate and extend the mavement of the partisans of
peace; drawing new sections of the population into this
movement and making it the universal and irresistible

movement of the day".

SUSLOV suggested the organisztions through which this campaign
could be carried out.

"Tarticular attention should be devoted to drawing
into the peace movement trade unions, women's, youth,
co-operative, sport, cultural-education, religious and
other organisstions, and also scientists, writers,
journalists, cultural workers, parliamentary and other

political and public leaders who act in defence of
peace and against war".

He then gave instances of the practical work of the World Federation
of Trade Unions (¥.¥.7.U.) in this connection:-

"The World Federation of Trade Uniens emerges as
an active champion of peace and international co-
operation and the organiser of millions of faetory and

office workers for the struggle against the instigators
of a new war.

"Trade union bodies affiliated to the W.F.T.U,
play a great role in organising peace supporters. In

many countrics they are the initiators of the national
peace movement and of the formation of national
committees in defence of peace.
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"Trade unions have taken a leading role in the
organisation of strikes and demonstrations of protest
against the aggressive North Atlantic agreement, and

also in the organisation of popular petitions and other
mass measures in defence of peace, national independence
and freedom of peoples.

‘ "Peace committees at factories and offices for the
\ : formation of which the Veris Treace Congress and the Milan

Trade Union Congress call, can and should become the
central link in the activity of trade unions in this sphere,
Such committees have already been set up in many enterprises

in France, Holland, Britain and other countries,"

Itwes cv nes

re manor

¥ it
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It was said to be the task of the working class, i.e. of the
Communist and Workers' Varties, to head the peace struggle of all mass
public associations, and to give it purposeful and effective direction.
ireparations for a new war were stated to be indissolubly linked with the
enslavement of the countries of Zurope and of other continents by American

imperialism. The Marshall Plan, Western Union, and the North Atlantic
Yaet were described as links in the evil conspiracy against peace and at
the same time as links in the chain placed by trans-Atlantic monopolists
around the neck of other peoples.

"The duty of Communist and working class parties
in capitalist countries is to merge the struggle for

national independence with the struggle Por peace; ...

"lartioularly important tasks confront the
Communist Farties of France, Italy, Britain, Western
Germany and other countries whose peoples the U.S.

imperialists wish to use as cannon fodder in realising
their aggressive plans.

"Their duty is to develop, with even greater
energy, the struggle for peace to frustrate the criminal
designs of the Anglo-American instigators of war."

This report by SUSLOV has since been translated into action by both
the World Peace Congress and the Communists working through national
organisations associated with the W.F,T.U.

At a meeting of the Executive Bureau of the Fermanent Committee of
the World Peace Congress held in Paris on 16 December last, the text of a
general appeal for peace was drawn up, This document, which was to be
placed before all governments, made the following demands:-

(4) ‘Termination of the armaments race which
dooms people to poverty and shatters every hope for

welfare. This can be done by cutting down war budgets
and armed forces.

(2) Termination of the menstrous threat of atomic
bombardment. This can be done by prohibiting the atomic
weapon,

(3) ‘Termination of intervention against nations,
particularly in Indonesia, Malaya and Viet Nam. This

ean be done by “irect and immediate negotiations under
the guidance of an international organisation,

(4) Termination of all reprisals against peace
supporters, reprisals aimed at suppressing the resistance
of the peoples and at cresting conditions for the prepar-~

ation of war.

(5) Termination of the war of nerves and restoration
of confidence. This can be done by signing a Great-rower

peace pact within the framework of the United Nations
Organisation.

These decisions of the World :eace Congress were published in the
Communist organ "orld News and Views" on 31 December, 1949, which also
recorded that in France the struggle for peace was taking on more concrete
and militant forms, Following the example of dockers in Marseilles and

/Algiers, ....

i oe beesek
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Algiers, the merchant seamen and dockers of the port of Brest had decided
to transport no more war material destined for Viet Nam. In Paris a
meeting had been held of soldiers returned from the war front in Viet Nam
to demand the ending of the "reactionary war against the people of
Indo-China" and to draw up their Charter of Demands, including work,
technical training, free medical attention and the withdrawal of the
expeditionary force from Viet Nam. A meeting of a thousand railwaymen
from the Veris region hed called for the stoppage of all raw materials
destined for Indo-China, and the union of trade unions of Daris iorkers
(trades council) had galled for solidarity with the Viet Nam people and
for the development of concrete action to stop the manufacture and trans~
port of war material for Viet Nam.

The same issue of "orld News and Views" included a statement
issued by the olitical Comnittee of the British Communist Party on
47 December, 1949, under the title "Stop the Drive to Yar!" The demands

made in this statement included the repudiation of the Atlantic Pact and
the ending of the war in Malaya, 4 month later the Executive Committee
of the Party issued a manifesto calling for an end of the war in Malaya,
the withdrawal of troops and "no transport of munitions or men for war in

Malaya,"

In Denmark, the Executive Committee of the Danish Dockers Union
has demanded from its members refusal to unload any. ship carrying war
material destined for signatory countries of the Atlantic Fact. Similar
action has been taken in Holland and Italy.

Few details are yet available about the part that the trace unions
internationals of the W.F,T.U. are to play in the international campaign
to counter the flow of war material to Burope under the North Atlantic
fact. A good indication, however, is provided in a statement in a
Roumenian journal on the aims of the Transport Yorkers' Trade Union Inter-
national, which was formed in Bucharest between 10 - 13 December, 1949:-

"If the enemies of mankind try to bring about
another world massacre, the workers and the transport
workers" T.U.I, will be in a position to paralyse all
traffic on railways, roads and in the air .... aivicts
By stopping work they will paralyse the ‘transport

activities in the aggressive countries, "

An intensification of such efforts in all the countries concerned

must be expected to follow the despatch of aid allotted to Europe under the
American Military Assistance Programme. In view of the strength of the Frengh
Communist Farty and of the fact that the bulk of this American military aid is
to go to the French army, the anti-wer struggle is likely to be keenest in
France, Repercussions, however, may be felt by any of the national
governments held by the Communists to be within the "imperialist camp."

30 January, 1950.

[i Bot
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Gisaquote this aanber =

POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON C.l, ith duly, 1950.

Origenat ow de (U4)

YEMORANDUM for

The Superintendent of Police,
CHRISTCHURCH.
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REPORT of Temporary Constable L.W. Wise, T.1997.

relative to Auckland Carpenter's Union Ballot. \

 

I respectfully
report having made discreet enauiries in Auckland regarding
the Carpenter's Union Ballot, the result of which has now
been published.

The campaign preceding the Ballot was intensive
on both sides, particularly in the case of the former officials 7
of the old Union. Roy STANLEY and his colleagues spared no 4
expense or energy in a determined effort to regain control i
of the Union.

Propaganda in the form of pamphlets, samples of yl
which are attached hereto, were distributed to carpenters
in the Auckland district, and almost daily, lunch hour meetings
were addressed by Roy STANLEY, John Robert FRENCH, and Donald
McEWEN. STANLEY and McEWEN addressed lunch hour meetings as
far south as Huntly, and I am reliably informed that they 4
received a "cool" reception in that érea. i 4
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The "militant" ticket comprised of the following

Cyril LeRoy MOOR
John Robert FRENCH

Roy STANLEY

Donald McEWEN j
Albert William CRISPIN

Wy and Peter Paul PURDUE, all of whom are subjects of |
Subversive History sheets, and; |

Revell John KEARNEY vLeicester Amola wercu, °\¢
and Wilfred Harbury NELSON< (/F

candidates ;

 

KEARNEY has not come under notice in this office
in connection with any open activity with the Comminist Party.

¢\Fustom is on record in this office as having donated
5/- to the "People's Voice" Press Fund, vide "People's Voice" 4
newspaper dated 17.7.46, page 5, and 10/= to the "People's Voice"
Fighting Fund, vide "People's Voice" newspaper, dated 1.10.47,
page 2. Further enquiries will be made regarding WEIGEL with a
view to issuing a Subversive History sheet. s

e
i
t

0\fsnson is employed at the Plant Diseases Division
of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, as 4
casual carpenter. He has not come under notice in this office
in connection with any open activity with the Communist Party,
but he is known to be a sympathiser, if not a Party member, and
further enquiries are being made with a view to issuing a
Subversive History sheet.
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Serutineers for the "militants" were;

Douglas Murdoch MARTIN
Trevor John Patrick POTTER
Lawrence Gerard MATTHEWS sa

(frederick William McNAMARAY God ds dete:
ouis David Honeyman Psonzso

and Harold Francis CALLAGHER.Q( g. rls u

MARTIN, POTTER, and MATTHEWS are subjects of
Subversive History sheets.

The Returning Officer was Mr.H.S,HURLE, Assistant
Superintendent of tne Department of Labour and Employment.

STANLEY has assured the members of the Union, that
despite the result of the Ballot, he will "continue to fight
in their interests in keeping with the best traditions of
the New Zealand Trade Union Movement"

The "press" clipping showing the result of the Ballot
is attached hereto.

I have ascertained that when the affairs of the
old Carpenter's Union were wound up, it was decided at the
country delegates conference which was held in Auckland, that
bequests should be made to youth organisations "for the
developement of progressive leaders for the future", It was
also pointed out"that. the Young People's Club had in it's
membership, many apprentices including young carpenters who
weretrade unionists and leaders of the future". The conference
decided that the office furniture which was not required by
the new district office, should be donated to the Auckland
Young People's Club. The total value of the furniture, together
with a cash donation made to the Auckland Young People's Club
by the old Carpenter's Union amounted to £175,0.0.

The Officer in Charge
Special Branch
Auckland. °

T/Constable 1997.
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NINE POINTS FOR A
REAL UNION

HEREis the nine-point programme
put forward bythe rank andfile campaign
committee set up to restore bona fide
unionism among Auckland carpenters.

This programmewill be achieved if
the nominees of the committee are sup-
ported in the coming union elections. The
committee’s nominees are the team of
outstanding trade unionists who were the
officers of the Auckland branch of the
New Zealand Carpenters and Joiners’
Union throughoutits struggle for justice
for the members.
@ REHABILITATE OUR UNION IN THE EYES OF
THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT

First, REMOVE FROM OFFICE EVERY
INDIVIDUAL WHO PLAYED THE EM-
PLOYERS’ GAME. All present holders of office
in the “new union” helped the employers to
weaken our struggle for justice.

Second, GET BACK INTO THE TRADE UNION
MOVEMENT. This is impossible under present
leadership. We must remove from the records of
the New Zealand trade union movement our
present shameful title of “scab union.”

Third, GET BACK CONTACT WITH THE REST
OF NEW ZEALAND CARPENTERS. This,also,
is impossible under present leadership. Our
isolation from the New Zealand Carpenters and
Joiners’ Union is a weakness to us and to them.

Fourth, COMPLETE SUPPORT FOR THE
PRESENT DEMANPof the New Zealand Car-

1

.

ul

)

The rank and file expressed its desire forle
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penters and Joiners’ Union and other unions for
an IMMEDIATE WAGE INCREASE OF £2 5/-
A WEEK. &

@ REHABILITATE OUR UNION IN THE EYES OF
OUR OWN MEMBERS

First, END THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE
EXECUTIVE. Rules must be amended to make
the executive the SERVANTS and not the
MASTERSof the rank and file. ALL MATTERS
must be decided, as in the past, by the rank and
file, and the executive andofficials must do what
they are told by the membership.
Second, STOP OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE IN
OUR UNION AFFAIRS. In everything, in-
cluding the conduct of secret ballots, the control
of union affairs must be in the hands of trade
unionists, not outsiders.

Third, FULLY RESTORE THE JOB DELEGATE
SYSTEM. It used to be thefirst line defence of
our members’- working conditions. The present
leaders have shown a glaring lack of enthusiasm
for the job delegate system.
Fourth, NO MORE FANCY WAGES FOR
UNION OFFICIALS. Auckland carpenters have
alwaysbeen hostile to the milking of union funds
for officials to get well-paid billets.

Fifth, RESTORE THE PRINCIPLES OF
GENUINE TRADE UNIONISM IN THE AUCK-
LAND CARPENTERS’ UNION. This means:
consulting the rank and file by any and every
means on all policy questions; complete loyalty
in carrying out rank and file majority decisions;
unity of the union against splitters; close co-
operation with the rest of the trade union move-
ment; service to members, not to the employers;
no indirect subsidies from master builders (for
example, ads in “The Level”).

FIGHT FOR

BONA FIDE UNIONISM
Artcraft Press Ltd—3000/4/50
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A Bona Fide Union Again..
   

 

“This meeting pledges itself to work for the election in the Auck-

land Carpenters and Joiners’ Union of those who have proved in
the past their single devotion to the interests of the membership.”

This resolution was unanimously passed bya Saturday-morning meeting

of 200 carpenters in the Auckland Trades Hall on April 15. Someone suggested

passing the hat around and £28 14/4 wascontributed on the spot for the fight for

a genuine trade union.

The meeting expressed its strong disgust at the shameful position Auck-

land carpenters are in: that they are forced to join a union the Federation of Labour

has branded as a “scab union.”

  

..For Auckland Carpenters
 

The meeting thought that only the election of officers of the former union

would scrub out the brand, and restore bona fide unionism among Auckland carpen-

ters. The old officers were unanimously endorsed by the meeting.

The rank and file expressed its desire for leaders of known experience and

ability for the tough times ahead. The workers face a reactionary Government and

a threat of slump: standards of living are already being attacked. The former

officers of the union have proved themselves hard fighters for the rank and file, and

with the backing of the members won many of the conditions existing today.

(Published by the Rank and File Campaign Committee)
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ENDORSED BY THE RANK ANDFILE
 

A TESTED TEAM FOR

PRESIDENT: CYRIL MOOR
Active in the union since the last depression.

s-ymemberof the old Aucki:
é

First elected as executive
and district council in 1935, became secretary of the Mount

Albert branch (later amalgamated with Auckland) in 1937. In 1940, elected secretary
7. of the Auckland branch of the union, and held that position until entry into the army.
C. Overseas three years, serving in the desert and Italy. Elected to the branch executive
(, #gain on his return from overseas, and later became president. Re-elected to that
(position annually until the murder of the union last October. At various times,

‘G:} represented the union on the Auckland Trades Council, Auckland Labour Represen-
(S tation Committee and the Auckland Apprenticeship Committee, also at Federation of
y= Labour, Labour Party and National Carpenters’ Union conferences.

 

 

JI

kk

VICE-PRESIDENT: JACK FRENCH

Came to the fore as a job delegate on many big
jobs before and during the war (Mason Bros., Silos,
Marble Co., Mangere Crossing Camp,etc.).
Sylvia Park stores job, where there were about 200
men, was chairman of the job committee; led the

struggle which resulted in retaining afternoon smoko.
After two years as a memberof the Auckland branch

executive, elected organiser in 1943. Members showed

their confidence in him by returning him to that

position at every election, until the dissolution of the

union a few months ago. Following an_anti-union
newspaper campaign 1948, he was re-elected with
a two-to-one maj . For three years represented
the union on the Auckland Labour Representation
Committee, and was a memberof the L.R.C. executive;
member of the Auckland Trades Council for the last
six years. Did outstanding work as chairman of the
Trades Council's Building Investigation Committee
which exposed many breaches and abuses of the
building regulations during the war. Has had wi

@ experience as a union assessor; taken part in scores of negotiations with ij
“@ employers; assessor for the naval base dockyard agreementin 1946; assessor for the

New Zealand carpenters’ award on three occasions; resident executive member of the
National Carpenters’ Union from 1946 to the time when he resigned in order to join

Dythe “new union.”
-2SECRETAR
a
= Fraser said in the House
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ROY STANLEY

       

Anderton, M-P., also stated

has been offered many
have been refused.

Served in World WarI., returned woundedafter three years.

during the depression; exect

Became exec

full-time service to the union since that time until last December.

Recognised as one of the most able men in the New Zealand Labour movement,
of Representatives (Hansard, 27/9/45): “Mr. Stanley is one of the ablest trade union

0 representatives in this’country and has been one of the most co-operative during the war period.”
in the House (Hansard, 17/10/45): “Mr. Stanleyis one of the most able men in New

Zealand's industrial life.” The measure of Roy Stanley's ability and loyalty to the working class is that he

well-paid billets to tempt him away from the trade union movement, but these bribes

Took part in unemployed struggles

tutive member of the Mount Albert Unemployed Workers’ branch, executive mem-

ber of the Council against War and Fascism, president of the Free Speech Council in 1934.

uutive member Auckland carpenters’ branch in 1934, and country organiser in 1936,

travelling thousands of miles at all hours of day and night to build the union after the depression. Has given
Appointed national secretary of the car-

 

EXAMINE THEIR RECORDS:
ORGANISER: DON McEWEN

Joined Auckland carpenters’ union in 1927 after
apprenticeship, and elected to executive 1934. There-
after re-elected each year, except for two years when
he went into furniture trade, one year of which he
was on furniture trade union executive. Represented
furniture trade union at the important Unity Con-
ference of 1938 which unified the trade union move-
mentin New Zealand. President of old Mount Albert
carpenters’ union branch. Overseas in army. On
return became president Auckland branch, held that
office three years untilelection as secretary. Town and
country organising as required during past five years,
doing couniry organising at time when overtime was
increased to time and a half and full overtime. Has
represented union on Auckland L.R.C., also on Trades
Council since 1938, and at various Federation of Labour
conferences. Delegate to national conferences since
1943, member Auckland apprenticeship committee,
assessor for award. Has in the past been job delegate
on many occasions, including later stages of Middle- .
more Hospital job, and H. G. Short, Onehunga, and chairman ofjob delegates. During
army term was chairman of camp committee and editor of wall newspaper. Secretary
Auckland branch during the dispute and member national executive of New Zealand
union. Now job delegate, Street's mental hospital job.

k*

EXECUTIVE: FRED KEARNEY
Did an outstanding job as employmentofficer during last year’s dispute, when

he succeeded in placing scores of locked-out members. Has been active in the union
eversince joining in 1944; became an outstanding leader on Residential’s Tamaki job
from 1946, being chairmanof the five carpenters’ delegates; won many victories for
the workers. These included exposure of a travelling time racket which finally resulted
in the winning of £300 in back pay. Took great interest in apprentices. Executive
memberof the old union from 1947 to the dissolution of the union, Represented the
union on Auckland L.R.C., Auckland Trades Council, Auckland carpenters’ district
conference and the National Carpenters’ Union conference. Prominent member of
the Direction Committee in the big dispute. On return to work, was victimised. Now
delegate for a Hall Construction job.

  
A HARD ROAD

EXECUTIVE: BERT CRISPIN
A Rehab.trainee, who joined the union in 1945. Became an executive member

of the union in 1948. Before joining the armed forces, was memberof the executive
of the Auckland Drivers’ Union for two years, and represented that union on the L.R.C.
and Trades Council. After war service, battled for ex-servicemen in other organisa-
tions besides the union. Forfive years, andstill, a memberof the Auckland Rehabili-
tation Committee;five years executive member Auckland branch, Home Servicemen’s
Association (president of the association in 1947-8); member of the Auckland War
Memorial Committee. In the past took active part school committee work. At
present is job delegate for M.B.M. job.

EXECUTIVE: “BLUE” WEIGEL
Has done good work for the union as delegate on a numberof big jobs, for

example Wiseman’s Newfnarket job, Kauri Timber Penrose, and Avondale School.
Member of the union executive for three years until the winding up of the union; has
temporarily acted as organiser of the union for several periods. Represented the
Auckland branch of the union on the Auckland Trades Council, Waitakere Labour
Representation Committee, and at various carpenters’ national and district conferences.
As a member of the Direction Committee during the dispute, did an outstanding job
on the organising side. In the army several years.

EXECUTIVE: PETER PURDUE
Before coming to New Zealandin 1939, job delegate at age of 18 in six months’

strike in Dublin, which won wage increase of 1jd an hour. Carried job delegate
credentials from Amalgamated Society of Woodworkers on ing union in New
Zealand. On Fiji C.C.U. job, when the workers’ delegate was victimised for fighting
for better conditions, took over as delegate. Delegate on big wartimesteel stores
job. Delegate for men engaged for American Construction Unit for Islands, which
finally did not sail because Americans refused to guarantee good conditions. Delegate
on Lower Hutt job when poor camp conditions led to showdown with Fletcher and a
victory for workers. When carpenters transferred to shipbuilding during war, was
job delegate during big and successful struggle for travelling time for shipwrights;
member shipwrights’ union executive. Army for 24 years, wounded in action in
Italy. Member Auckland carpenters’ executive several years. Member Napier Street
School Committee two years, secretary of the school’s dental clinic. Has represented
the union on Auckland L.R.C., Trades Council, and several district conferences.

EXECUTIVE: BILL NELSON
The only non-member of the old executive—takes the place of Don Buffitt,

whohasleft the trade. Did fine job on the organising side as memberof the Direction
Committee during the dispute. Wasalso an honest and militant job delegate for Shorts
before the dispute. Oneof the first Rehab. trainees in Auckland, and a foundation
member of the Trainees’ Association. One of those early trainees who fought for theextensionof the schemeto two years, which has benefited all trainees since. Besides
union activities, is executive member Roskill Co-operative Society, president of the
Three Kings Kindergarten, and a committee member of the Peace and Anti-
Conscription movement.

  

      

 

penters’ union 1941, and continued until his voluntary resignation “to fight for restoration of bona fide
The Rt. Hon. P.

Mr, W.

year.

 

unionism.” Was Auckland secretary as well as national secretary during the war years, Served on Defence
Construction Committee. Has represented the union for many years at all important conferences and meetings.

He has been the advocate for New Zealand carpenters for all awards since 1939, and was an assessor
prior to that. Member of the New Zealand Apprenticeship Committee until his recentresignation. As delegate
of union to Auckland Trades Council, held several offices, including vice-president and national councillor.

Has also represented the whole trade union movement; represented the New Zealand Federation

of Labour in standard wage cases of 1945 and 1947; member of the Apprenticeship Commission which was
responsible for many reforms; advocate for the Federation of Labour in the apprentices’
(big increases for apprentices were won).
ference of the World Federation of Trade Unions, 1945, and workers’ adviser to the I.L.O. conference of that

test case in 1945
Represented New Zealand trade unionists at the inaugural con-

ROY STANLEY IS A SYMBOL TO TENS OF THOUSANDS OF NEW ZEALAND WORKERS,
HONEST, CLASS-CONSCIOUS TRADE UNIONISTS WHO REFUSE TO BE BOUGHT OR FRIGHTENED
INTO BETRAYAL OF THEIR FELLOW WORKERS, BUT FIGHT FOR JUSTICE, PEACE AND SECURITY.

 



>
oO

Pu
bl

ic
ly

re
le
as
ed

u
n
d
e
r
th

e
N
Z
S
I
S

De
cl
as
si
fi
ca
ti
on

Po
l

 

A TESTED TEAM...
This is the team that, with the loyal backing of the rank andfile, made the

carpenters one of the most respected and admired unions in the country. Our
prestige as fighters for the standards of workers stood second to nonein the eyesof ,
the trade union movement.

Carpenters during the past 15 years have been the pioneers in establishing
many new conditions for the building industry. We will fight for better conditions
still.

The Auckland union was attacked, deregistered:and disbanded because the
employers FEARED the prestige of the union and its ability to win victories for its
members. Unable to defeat the union on their own, they summoned manyallies,
including a few in our own ranks.

The present officers of the Auckland carpenters’ union allowed the builders
to use them against their fellow workers. Formation of the new union was a mano-
euvre by the master builders and Government to defeat the carpenters’ struggle for

-... 10 PUT OUR UNION...
The employers hope, through the present union leaders, to keep the workers

where they want them, and gradually destroy all that has been wonin the past. These
plans can be checkmated by rooting the builders’ pals out of office and putting back
the old fighting team.

AUCKLAND CARPENTERS—TOUGH TIMES AHEAD CALL FOR A
STRONG UNION UNDER COURAGEOUS AND HONEST LEADERS.

YOUR CHOICEis between employer-collaborators, who helped break our
struggle for justice, and tried and tested leaders whose record is second to none in
the trade union movement.

Headquarters of the Rank & File Campaign Committee: 312 Karangahape

... BACK ON THE MAP
Arteraft Press Ltd.—2800/4/50
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“dt is a terrible crime when men conspire with the employers to defeat the just demands of their fellows.
The Federation of Labour conference voiced the feelings of all honest trade unionists when it determined that
‘under no circumstances will this conference recognise the scab carpenters’ union in Auckland.’ ”—SAM IKIN,
secretary, Otago Carpenters and Joiners’ Union.       

CRIMES -
AGAINST

 

CARPENTERS

No blacker crime can be committed by worker against fellow worker than

the actions of present officials of the Auckland Carpenters and Joiners’ Union

against the carpenters of Auckland.

THESE TRADE UNION CRIMES, BEGUN IN THE PAST, ARE CONTINU-

ING INTO THE PRESENT, AND WILL GO ON IN THE FUTURE, UNLESS RANK

AND FILE CARPENTERS CLEANSE THE UNION OF EMPLOYERS’ AGENTS.



ww

rimes Against...
SURRENDER OF THE CLAIMS OF CARPENTERS FOR AN

ist. CRIM ° ADEQUATE LIVING WAGE.

Here are facts YOU ALREADY KNOW. Draw your ownconclusions:

li
cy

FACT 1: Hill, Murphy and Co. gave themselves a wage of £13 a week, After the union was formed last year, they

ent forward for a new award. The union’s representatives came toa COMPLETE AGREEMENTwith the employers. IT WAS
‘OR £7 16/8 A WEEK, OR £5 A WEEK LESS THAN THEY PAID THEMSELVES.

FACT 2; Fearing a further betrayal of the membership, OLD- UNION SUPPORTERS demanded a special union
eeting to discuss claims for the next award. After a fight they got a meeting. With 230 present, the meeting, held on

--ebruary 15 last, decided by an OVERWHELMING MAJORITYthat the wage claim should be the equivalent of 5/7 an hour—
‘Ge 3/4 a week, the same claim as the New Zealand Carpenters and Joiners’ Union. (This amount is necessary to restore

e
n

ages to pre-war standards.) HILL AND CO. SPOKE AGAINST THE CLAIM AND DID THEIR BEST TO STOP THE
z ETING REACHING DECISIONS, BUT THEY WERE OVERWHELMED BY ABOUT TEN TO ONE.

FACT 3: On April 24, carpenters reading their daily newspapers were astoundedto read that, though the award still
ad a full two months to run, the union officials had already met the employers—AND WERE ASKING FOR £1 3/4 A WEEK
ESS THAN THE DEMANDS OF THE RANK AND FILE—AND £4 A WEEK LESS THAN THEY PAID THEMSELVES.

In reducing the claim from 5/7 to 4/6 without authority, Hill, Kemp, Murphy and Co. have:

@ Defied the decision of the membersof the union. .

@Scabbed on every carpenter in Auckland, scabbed on the New Zealand Carpenters and Joiners’ Union
whose claim for 5/7 is now before the Arbitration Court).
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“FOURTH, COMPLETE SUPPORT FOR THE PRESENT DEMAND OF THE NEW
ZEALAND CARPENTERS AND JOINERS’ UNION AND OTHER UNIONS FOR AN
peat WAGE INCREASE OF £2 5/- A WEEK.”—Policy statement, Rank and

‘ile Committee.  
OFFICIALS OF THE OLD UNION, NOMINEES OF THE RANK AND FILE IN THE COMING ELEC-

ION, HAVE ALWAYS FOUGHT FOR THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE WAGE RATE FOR CARPENTERS.a
s
e
d
u
n
d
e
r
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e
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They will continue to fight because builders are making scandalous profits, and many refuse a decent

age to the workers who make their profits.

y
te
le

NOTE WELL: Neither employers nor Arbitration Court give higher wages until the workers skow

hemselves DETERMINED and UNITEDin their demand.

Pu
bl
ic
l

The urgent need of Auckland. carpenters for a higher wage to meet the

dwindling pound IS BEING SABOTAGEDby employers’ agents in the union.

CARPENTERS AND JOINERS NEED A MILITANT LEADERSHIP TO LEAD THE
FIGHT FOR A JUST WAGE

-o- Carpenters
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Crimes Against Carpenters
ond CRIM e CONSPIRACY WITH THE EMPLOYERS TO ROB AUCKLAND

CARPENTERS OF ADEQUATE TRAVELLING TIME.
More facts you already know:

FACT1: The slashing of travelling time—even on the inadequate basis that existed then—was the main cause of the

1949 dispute when by 1700 to 29 a go-slow was decided on. The dispute was won time after time by the workers; the employers

were saved only byoutside intervention. One of the moves to defeat the workers was the organisation of a new union by the

employers. (“We've got you b——-sbeat,” said V. E. Haughey. “WE’VE formed another union.”) In the new union’s new

award, Murphy and Co. agreed to the ditching of all those members who travel long distances. They accepted the clause

that had been rejected by 1700 carpenters. (To popularise their friends in the union, the employers agreed to a minimum

travelling time of two hours a week.)

FACT 2: At the special union meeting of February 15 last, the members BY AN OVERWHELMING MAJORITY

directed the union to fight for a more just travelling time clause. They called for payment for ALL TRAVELLING beyond a
mile and a half from the worker's home, for EVERYONE covered by the award, carpenters and joiners. This was carried with

over 200 in support and about a dozen voting against.

FACT 3: Kemp, Hill, Murphy and Co. THREW OVERBOARDthis demand of the rank and file. They took forward the
old unjust clause, with a few minoralterations.

Murphy and Co, have set back perhaps for years the struggle for
a travelling time clause that will be just and fair to EVERYBODY. aThe Team —~

The nominees of the Rank and File Campaign Committee have President: C. L. Moor.
ALWAYS FOUGHTon behalf of those members who are forced to travel Vice - President: J. R.
long distances to the job, and for those members employedin the shop of the French.
employer. Our claim is that travelling time should be paid for all travel

Organiser: D. McEwen.

 

Secretary: R. Stanley. i

except the first mile and a half from the worker’s home, and for all carpen- | Executive: R. J. Kearney, i
ters and joiners. The Court so far has given only patched-up compromises P. Purdue, W. H. Nelson, A. |
that satisfied only a few. But this injustice must and will be removed in W.Crispin and L. A, Weigel. i
time, if carpenters and joiners are prepared to struggle forit. — pttttnttes

CARPENTERS AND JOINERS NEED A MILITANT LEADERSHIP FOR THE
WINNING OF JUST TRAVELLING TIME

$rd CRIME: Neglect of the splendid job delegate system, the workers’ first
le line of defence in preserving conditions.

Here are further facts which you may or may not know:

FACT 1: Murphy, Hill and Co, have shownthe greatest reluctance about the job delegates. The old union had over 70
delegates; now there are only one-third of this number.

FACT 2: Not a single job delegate was functioning until the supporters of bona fide unionism joined up with the new
union, after the old union was outlawed by Parliament. Even then, the executive wanted, NOT DELEGATES APPOINTED

BY THE MEN ON THE JOB, BUT “JOB REPRESENTATIVES” APPOINTED BY THE DICTATORIAL EXECUTIVE.

FACT 3: No attempt was made to hold delegates’ meetings until Murphy and Co. were forced to do so by Don McEwen
and others. It is plain that the employers’ agents intended to let the job delegate system die out.

 
 

“THIRD, FULLY RESTORE THE JOB DELEGATE SYSTEM. IT USED TO BE
THE FIRST LINE OF DEFENCE OF OUR MEMBERS’ WORKING CONDITIONS.
THE PRESENT LEADERS HAVE SHOWN A GLARING LACK OF ENTHUSIASM |
FOR THE JOB DELEGATE SYSTEM.”—Policy statement, Rank and File Committee. |  
 

CARPENTERS AND JOINERS NEED A MILITANT LEADERSHIP TO DEVELOP
FURTHER MEMBERS’ PROTECTION UNDER THE JOB DELEGATE SYSTEM

The rank andfile nominees,officers of the old union, will fight for the job delegate system. They were
responsible for building it in the past.

Bosses’ agents don’t want the job delegate system. They fear the rank and
file, and want to keep all power in their own hands.
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Ath CRIME: Dictatorial control by a few officials, and insolent contemptor
le the rank andfile without parallel in the long history of our union.

Facts again as to activities of Hill, Murphy and Kemp:
FACT 1: Reduced the wage claim decision of their members’ meeting (already mentioned).

FACT 2: Threw overboard the travelling time decision of this meeting, as well as several other claims.

FACT 3: Refused to allow the rank and file to appoint assessors for the award, at this same meeting of February 15.

FACT 4: Tried to throw off the apprenticeship committee, behind the backs of the membership, three men who have
devoted years of service to apprentices, and to replace them with three appointees of the executive. Instead of asking the
three members for their resignation, and putting the question to a democratic vote, they tried to ring in their nominees by taking
 

 

“FIRST, END THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE EXECUTIVE. RULES MUST BE
AMENDED TO MAKE THE EXECUTIVE THE SERVANTS AND NOT THE MASTERS
OF THE RANK AND FILE. ALL MATTERS MUST BE DECIDED, AS IN THE
PAST, BY THE RANK AND FILE, AND THE EXECUTIVE AND OFFICIALS MUST
ae eeeARE TOLD BY THE MEMBERSHIP.”—Policy statement, Rank and
File Committee.   
 

an application to the Arbitration Court. The three members sai@ they#were prepared to resign, AND WOULD HAVE DONE
so BEFORE IF ASKED,provided the rank and file was allowed to make the appointment. The Court refused to make a

decision and left Hill and Co. to settle the matter in the proper. constitutional way, by democratic discussion and election.

FACT 5: Murphy, Hill and Co. have made public admissions that they don’t take instructions from the rank and file
members, in spite of the fact that the rule says: “Subject to the control of any general or special meeting the affairs of the

union shall be managed . . . by a management committee.”

. HILL(in the box in the Arbitration Court when this rule was quoted to him: “I don’t think the rule means the executive
is under the control of the rank and file of the union. The executive controls the union. The executive is outside the control of
the rank and file of the union.”

MURPHY,to the special meeting on the award claims (quoted by “The Level”): “The assessors were in no way bound

or compelled to accept any claim, remit or suggestion put forward by the meeting.”

KEMP,at the same special meeting (from report in “The Level”): “A member demanded that the assessors [for the
award proceedings] be appointed then and there at that meeting. The chairman (Peters) ruled that the executive had power

to appoint the assessors, therefore he would not accept the motion. This was immediately challenged by the moverand the vice-
president (Kemp) took the chair. The moverstated that the old union always elected its assessors at its meeting. The
chairman replied by reading rule 27 and refused to accept the motion.” The assessors were appointed by the executive.

__ Final settlement of all matters by the rank and file has always been the practice of the rank andfile
candidates, officers of the former union, who are pledged to removethe dictators from office. Even minor ques-
tions have been taken to the rank and file. THERE IS NOT A SINGLE CASE ON RECORD WHERE A
MAJORITY DECISION HAS BEEN FLOUTED BY THE OFFICERS IN THE PAST

 

‘ BONA- FIDEPoiitsing..
® x h i se e

AUCKLAND AUCKLAND
CARPENTERS, CARPENTERS:

who showed such mag-
nificent solidarity in the
dispute, will not tolerate
further these crimes
against them.

Sweep out of office the
fellow travellers of the
employers and_ restore
bona fide unionism!

Issued by the Carpenters’
Rank and File Campaign

Committee for a Bona Fide
Union.

Headquarters of the “Rank

and File Campaign Commit-

tee: 312 Karangahape Road,

Auckland C.2. Arteraft Press Ltd
3000/5/50

Crimes Against Carpenters
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“Under no circumstances
will this conference recog-
nise the scab union in
Auckland.”—Minutes of the
1949 conference, New Zea-
Jand Federation of Labour,
page 28.

teommoemommneg 
) PUT IT /

THERE:_

 

Every bona fide unionist
knows the issue—clean or
scab unionism. Every clean
unionist knows how to vote.
I hope and believe the
result will be a mighty

 
victory for clean unionism.

—Message from Jock

Barnes to Rank and File

Carpenters’ Election Com-

mittee.

VIINELSON is emnlaved at the Plant Diseases Division



°et

 

In the struggle for higher
wages, we need a strong,
militant carpenters’ unio
Auckland. — Toby Hill,
watersiders’ national secre-
tary.CLOSE THE RANKS. . |:

At this time of savage attacks on our living standards by the Holland
employers’ Government, Auckland carpenters STAND ALONE.

We are cold-shouldered by the rest of the trade union movement: we can’t affiliate to our fellow
unionists,

WE ARE ON THE OUTER WITH THE
WHOLE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT SO LONG AS
THE UNION HAS ITS PRESENT OFFICERS.

Decent unionists will have nothing to do with
2us. The 1949 Federation of Labour conference refused
.= us recognition.

 

 e cg

Second, GET BACK INTO THE TRADE UNION
MOVEMENT. Thisis impossible under present leader-
ship. We must remove from the records of the New
Zealand trade union movement our present shameful
title of “scab union.”—Policy statement, Rank and File

Committee.

4

This means that we are
@Debarred from helping to shape national trade union policy;
@Debarred from getting the backing of other unions in the fight for higher wages and against cuts;
@®DEBARRED FROM ADDING OUR FAIR SHARE TO THE COMING FIGHT FOR OUR

FAMILIES AGAINST THE WORKER-HATING GOVERNMENT.Weareat the mercyof the
employers by our isolation.

From the Mangakino local executive of the N.Z. Workers’ Union, signed by M, M.

McDonald, chairman, and D. Ross, secretary:
“We greet with enthusiasm the determination of genuine trade unionists among

the Auckland carpenters to restore an honest and sincere leadership to the Auckland
carpenters’ union.

“It must now be clear to the great majority of Auckland carpenters that their
interests and welfare, their job conditions and rates of pay will be neither protected
nor improved under the presentofficials. It must be just as clear that so long as the
presentofficials remain in office the Auckland carpenters will remain outside the ranks
of their national union and the trade union movement. This can only play into the
hands of the employers. It is not in the interests of Auckland carpenters, BUT IT IS
IN THE INTERESTS OF HIGH-SALARIED UNION OFFICIALS, AND ALL THOSE
WHO DESIRE TO PLACE FURTHER BURDENS OF INCREASED PRICES, ETC.,
ON THE BACKS OF THE WORKERS.

“Unity in the ranks of carpenters is necessary for them to play their part for higher
living standards, security and peace.”

tninintcranceireciiassey) One thing will change all that; CHANGING THE OFFICERS OF
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DEPLORABLE
The present position of

Auckland carpenters is
deplorable, with a leadership
incompetent, unwilling and

THE UNION. Auckland carpenters have this opportunity in the coming
election,

The Rank and File Committee’s candidates have had messages of
congratulation, support and best wishes from trade unionists all over New
Zealand. (A fewof these are given.)

unable to improve ‘your All decent unionists\want Auckland carpenters back in the trade
living standards. The union family as soon as possible.
remedy is in your hands,
Clean the slate in this elec-
tion, and then you can
resume your place in the
bona fide trade union move-
ment.—From Toby Hill,
National Secretary, N.Z.

The trade union movement needs the Auckland carpenters, who have
proved in the past their ability to defend conditions by militant struggle.

And Auckland carpenters need the trade union movement.

e
e

e
e
e
r

PROMINENT TRADE UNIONISTS SAY. .
“T hope that your stalwarts win out in this election.”—Seeretary of an important miners’ union.
“Herewith a cheque to help the stalwarts in the final stages of the struggle.’—Secretary of a waterside workers’ branch.
“Dear Roy,—I trust your campaign meets with the success it deserves, that the forces of reaction are routed, and that

the Auckland carpenters' union is restored to honest leadership."—John Roberts, secretary, Canterbury Clothing Trades Union.
“I trust the results of your election will restore the union to honest leadership representing bona fide trade unionists.

You can publish in any way you like my personal message of good wishesforfinal victory over the scabs and employers’ union.”
S. B. Macdonald, secretary, Dunedin Waterside Workers’ Union.

“Congratulations to the bona fide unionists for their campaign,"—A. McDonald, secretary, New Zealand Bakers’ Union.
“The ending of the influence of employer-sponsored ‘unionism’ in the Auckland building industry is imperative for the

wellbeing of the New Zealand trade union movement generally. Every honest unionist will wish success to those militant
unionists who kept the standard of the working class aloft during the carpenters’ struggle against the forces of the State and
the employers. Youcertainly have my best wishes for success at the forthcoming election.”—Bill Richards, National President
of the Tramways Union.

CLEAN OUT THE EMPLOYERS’ AGENTS FROM THE LEADERSHIP OF
THE UNION, AND JOIN UP AGAIN WITH THE TRADE UNION FAMILY.

Waterside Workers’ Union.

jniiiegihiiesneeedieeecenliacigsiomcieende
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© “That £100 be voted to the campaign for bona fide trade unionism among
Auckland carpenters and joiners.”

This was the decision unanimously passed by
delegates from branches throughout New Zealand at
the April conference of the New Zealand Carpenters and
Joiners’ Union.

 

Third, GET BACK CONTACT WITH THE REST

OF NEW ZEALAND CARPENTERS. This, also, is

impossible under present leadership. Our isolation

from the New Zealand Carpenters and Joiners’ Union

is a weakness to us and to them.—RankandFile policy

statement.

For the first time, there was no delegation from
Auckland city.

Auckland carpenters like Roy Stanley were the
driving force in the formation of the National Union.

>
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Auckland carpenters’ leaders were prominentin building unity out of a host
of small district bodies. Auckland had provided the New Zealand Carpenters

CONGEATULASIONS and Joiners’ Union with most of its national officers from its beginning.
“This executive congratu-

lates its former officials on
their decision to contest the

\ But they could not attend the 1950 conference.

election in the union with a ( In the eyes of the National Union, and in the eyes of every carpenter
throughout ‘New Zealand, our unicn isnot a bona fide trade union, THEY
HAVE NO DEALINGS WITHIT.

view to bringing the union
back to bona fide trade
unionists.”—From the Auck-
land carpenters’ branch
executive, now located in Auckland carpenters will remain isolated from their fellow trades-
Hamilton. men until the present officers are removed and their places filled by bona

fide unionists. By em

Three Past Presidents
The three presidents holding office in the Auckland carpenters and joiners’ branch prior to Cyril

Moor and Don McEwenhave all sent good wishes to the Rank and File Committee for the campaign:

A, P. KAY (1936-7)
“I would appeal to all members

of-our union past and present who
have the interests of our organi-
sation at heart and do not want
to see an employers’ union
functioning in our trade to give
the present campaign committee
for bona fide unionism every help
possible. .. I want to congratu-

late the immediate past officers of
our union on the improved con-

ditions of our awards during the
past ten years.”

WELLINGTON—“All the best for your effort in June.

J. B. McCORMACK (1938-9)
“I am uncompromisingly on

the side of unity. The national
union was attained only by
arduous labour and persistent
struggle and nothing must be
allowed to disrupt it. Splinter
groups of any colour or kind are
helpless to preserve the hard-won

privileges of the workers: only by
unity can this be achieved. Auck-
land must again take its rightful
place inside the national organisa-

tion.”

T. KELLY (1940-41)
“I look to all trade unionists,

especially carpenters and joiners
in Auckland, to range up along-
side our ‘fighting back’ com-

mittee and nominees for election
in the carpenters’ union in Auck-
land. That travesty of a trade
union was conceived, sponsored,
financed and legalised by that
combination of bedfellows:
builders, Employers’ Federation,
Chambers of Commerce, ‘Labour’
politicians, industrial high-ups

and a handful of Auckland car-
penters.””

You have my branch’s and my own best wishes in the endeavour to
re-establish the carpenters’ union in Auckland.”—Wellington Carpenters and Joiners’ Union branch, in forwarding a
cheque for £35 3/6.

DUNEDIN—“In the forthcoming election for officers and executive of the new union, I sincerely hope the members will recog-
nise its initiators as the Judases who sold them, and consign them to the limbo of the damned, and elect those staunch
trade unionists who have so consistently shown that the interests of their fellows are paramount.”—Letter from the
secretary of the Otago Carpenters. and Joiners’ Union. _

JOB DECISION—The district secretary for the Auckland branch of the Carpenters and Joiners’ Union (Roy Tibby) has written
conveying the support of bona fide trade unionists on the Forest Products job at Tokoroa for their Auckland mates who

They send their sincere hope that the union will again be brought to-a*clean,

solid organisation run in the interests of its members.

Our fellow carpenters look to Auckland carpenters and joiners for the final decisive victory in the 1949

are contesting the Auckland election.

dispute by an overwhelming defeat of the employers’ agents in the union. Already finance has been generously
provided by carpenters for the campaign to oust the present leadership of the union.

End the isolation of Auckland carpenters from their fellow carpenters in the
rest of New Zealand.

EVERY VOTE FOR THE RANK AND FILE CANDIDATES IS A STEP
FORWARDTO THE FOLD OF THE NATIONAL CARPENTERS’ UNION.

... BACK IN THE UNION FOLD

Ay

|

|

7



OVER TO YOU.... ©
AUCKLAND CARPENTERS EARNED THE ADMIRATION OF ALL

HONEST WORKERS BY STANDING FIRM FOR FOURTEEN BITTER WEEKS
IN THE 1949 CARPENTERS’ DISPUTE. OUR FELLOW WORKERS ARE CON-
FIDENT WE WILL SHOW THE SAME DEVOTION TO. BONA- FIDE UNIONISM
IN THIS ELECTION.

But it is not enough to win. Make it AN OVERWHELMING VICTORY.

> Don’t throw your vote on the mantelpiece. Show the world the high trade
upion quality of Auckland carpenters byinflicting a crushing, overwhelming,final

feat on the employers’ agents. LEAVE NO DOUBT THAT AUCKLAND CAR-
NTERS ARE STAUNCH TO THE LAST MAN.

°

= THESE JOBS ARE ON RECORD
2 Up to time of writing (May 9) the candidates have been on the road six working days. Despite the
typtility of many employers, lunch hour meetings have been held every day and 307 members have attended
wo On everyjob visited so far, a resolution of support for the Rank and File candidates and their nine-
int policy has been carried.

o In all cases except where otherwise stated the support has been UNANIMOUS. These are the jobs
i to date to have declared themselves:

EANROSEC.C. ABATTOIRS (one FLETCHER HARVEY’S JOB HALL C.C. PENROSE

= dissentient) RESIDENTIAL C.C., PANMURE  R. WHALE’S JOB
-A. (58 present, 3 dissentients) PENROSE C.C. MENTAL HOSP. McLEOD’S OTAHUHU JOB

LEOD’S SCHOOL JOB, Tamaki CARMINE & HOPKINS’ JOB MecLEOD STATE HOUSING
MgLEOD’S MECHANICS BAY Job HALL C.C. CHAMBERS JOB (ORAKEI)

<= MANY OTHER JOB MEETINGS HAVE BEEN ARRANGED ...BE IN!

SOME GREETINGS FROM THE RANK & FILE {77777777771 

|
Extracts from letters received from rank andfile members ’ A big welcome hand has |

Oo “Best of luck in the campaign for eliminating the scab outfit.” beengiven to Rank ang ee \
oO “I am nowon the retired list and on Social Security. But here is 2/6 for your candidates wae On ane

fWOds to help clean out the scabs.” round He, + - |Pare E . he sexracued Sani big job the delegate wel-
May you have every support in your campaign. ecomed Jack French with a

— “T am certain the carpenters of Auckland in this election will belt the day- wide smile, a warm hand-
lights out of the scabs who cold them to the employers.” shake and the remark:

aa “We the undersigned are wholeheartedly behind you.” “We're all behind you here. |
> “The hiding the bona fide unionists will give the scabs in this election will fadallwating apaltently |

ose to the world the phoney propaganda of McLagan, Baxter and other misleaders
Labour during our dispute.”

 eee
Q “Sorry I can’t make this 5/- more, but I am on the retired list now, but still very muchinterested in militant unionism
Best of luck in the elections.”

oO — -y.
CANDIDATES FOR BONA FIDE UNIONISM

PRESIDENT: C. L. MOOR ORGANISER: D. McEWEN
VICE-PRESIDENT:J. R. FRENCH EXECUTIVE:R. J. KEARNEY,P. PURDUE,W. H.SECRETARY: R. STANLEY NELSON, A. W. CRISPIN and L. A. WEIGEL

It's OVER TO YOU to show: carpenters and all other trade unionists through-
out New Zealand that Auckland chippies were in the new union only for the purpose
of turning it into a bona fide union. OVER TO YOU!

Published by the Rank and File Campaign Committee. Headquarters, 312 Karangahape Road, Auckland C.2.

Artcraft Press Ltd.—3000/5/50
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A BALLOT PAPER

IS “A VOTE” FOR

COMMUNISM
Swell the majority for clean
TRADE UNIONISM

and stamp out the

COMMUNIST’S GANG

Support the team that restored industrial
peace in the trade and gained the best
award in the country — with a better one

in the making

DON’T BE FOOLED BY THE
COMMUNIST’S PROPAGANDA

This isYOUR opportunity

These are YOUR men

President: KEMP Vice-President: HILL

Secretary:MURPHY * Organiser: ROSS

Executive:

ARNOLD MORTENSEN LORRIGAN

RAYMOND RANBY

Observer Printing Works Ltd., 12 Wyndham Street, Auckland 



 

————

   Here are the Names of Men who are...

* PLEDGED 10 UPHOLD
AND FURTHER

YOUR TRADE INTERESTS
IN PRESENTING THEM, THE PRESENT EXECUTIVE THANK YOU FOR THE STAUNCH

WAY IN WHICH YOU HAVE STOOD BEHIND THEIR ACTIONS AGAINST COMMUNISM

DURING THE PAST MONTHS, AND URGE YOU TO CONTINUE YOUR EFFORTS AND

INCREASE YOUR VIGILANCE.

 

 

 

 

President: KEMP, Owen R.

Vice-President: HILL, Clifton T.

Secretary: MURPHY,Laurence D.

Organiser: ROSS, Gordon C.

Executive: ARNOLD, Arthur G.
LORRIGAN, Vincent A.
MORTENSEN,Erik 0.
RANBY, Reginald G.
RAYMOND, Allan
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TOGETHER, MEMBERS AND EXECUTIVE, WE SHALL ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN

WORKING CONDITIONS SECOND TO NONE.

BE SURE TO RETURN YOUR VOTE
ISSUED BY THE EXECUTIVE OF THE AUCKLAND CARPENTERS & JOINERS & JOINERS’ MACHINISTS

UNION OF WORKERS.

OBSERVER PRINTING WORKS LTD.
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"SOUTHERN CROSS"

 

ro

COMMUNIST

Dated 18th. August 1949

: yaeted) $ rE

DISRUPTION IN
TRADE UNION AFFAIRS|
Communist disruptive tactics in Eade union affairs, both in

2-BpPTO} Australia andBi
ritish Trades Union Congress an
 

 

ofTrades Unions,

itlined ij
  

atches received from
aiee Australian Council

Both dispatches roundly attack the communists’ ‘cold’war”

   
and forecast ening: of
   

Labour forcesagainst them. The
ispatehes, whichwere released by theHigh)the

Coiitiasloners ofSate the United Kingdom and Australia, are|
given below.

Against the eG of the
pure industrial troubles,

 

    

      

“is
British”idee
turmoil and conflict.

unote however, have

entified iny ‘the activities of the
Communist Party,

‘Theofficial journal of the National

  

 

gged into the inter-union‘quarre)
° rare in Canada, is outspoken

that the clue to all

  

  

   

  

to.“prevent the revival and
reconstruction of free and deni:
cratically: governed natior

It rarely happens that
n of” unions:  

 

unions as theyare
COMMUNIST MiscuingMAILING
The seamen's ene Geen

}communist mischi -making e
inland and overseas transport ser-
vices, is echoed by other union
journals, which bluntly denounce the
leadership ofthe workpeople shvolved

  Ge mferences of somie
of themost powerful’ andinfluential
of the ‘British unions equally signi-
ficant decisions and declar:
policy‘hayebeen made.
At recent annual meetings there

i} has beena show-down between Jeft- ™%
“st. elements, who challenge the

T.U.C._ polio;Y of resistance to com:
miunist penetration,
bodies and moderate elements repre-
sented by the delegates.

Significantly, — theJalead has come
from those big unions ich’ haye
been dragged into industrialdisp nes
originated by communist gitate

  

 

 

‘The whole series of trades iiilen 5

   

rt must “bey made by unio!
epee co-operation to secu

taThat is the settled policy of
the British ‘D.U.C.

British
Aust

| the executive|

   
  

 

; eas
AUSTRALIA |

The Australian Council of Trades
i the view that the

z , ‘an

Canaan wereall part of. theinte
hational communist plan to wreck |
Marshall Aid, This was indicated
by A.C.T.U. officials following re-

ts. ports from London that Scotland
[| Yard a information of the com-
munist plan. |

The As   . officials said there |
was’ ample idence of a world-wide |
communist conspiracy to disrupt the
trade of democratic’ countries:
Throughout the coal dispute” the!

A.C.D.U, has’ been accused by‘com-
muhist tradeunion leaders of “lining
up with the Government against the |
miners,'” ‘The council has pointed out —
that peoplewhocriticise the C.D.U, |
fail to appreciate that in an indus-'
trial dispute there must he some
body to act as negotiator.
The history of the Australian)

trade union movement has shown
that the A,C.T.U, is the final authori: |
ty which brings about a settlement, |

   

even though it might be a com-
_ promise.

Leaders of moderate unions, many
of whose members were ‘unemployed ba
becauseof the strike, haye looked to |
the president of the northern New| br
»South Wales branch of the Miners’
Federation, Mr. W. Crook, a member
of theAustralian Labour Party,
Mr, Crook showed little enthusl-

asm for the strike. Voicing the fear
that the miners’ organisation would
be wrecked by the strike, he Said:
“Tim not going to lead any army!
‘to. slaughter, It's no good trying |
to lead’ an army forward if its heart
spot in the job. There is no doubt

of the miners want to call it
oneyen if they haye to take a

We have to remarshal our
so we will be fit to fight

  

   
again.”
Mr, Crook is typical of Labour

Party trade union leaders whoFaye
agreed that the coal strike wasa
direct attack by the Communist
Party on the Dabour Government.
A show-down between the Aus-
‘alian Council of Trade Unions and

the small but powerful group of
communist-led unions defying it, is
foreshadowed in a statement by the

  

ed and more efficient produc-assistant-secretary of the A.C,T.U.,
Mr. R. R. Broadby.
He said that there wasno doubt

ethat the continued defiance by, coi
| Munist-controlled unions.
q A.G:TU. wo be vigorously dis- |
erie at the A.C’‘T.U, CometSes later }
this year.

“It is certain that the — workers
are wakening to the real motives of|
eeeCommunist Party in fomenting |
atrikes. Recent developmentsin’ the
tradeunionmoyement would Iead one
to believe thatthe workers ‘will no
longer “permit “themselves. to be
treated @uinea piga ‘o satisfy
polit experiments of people in-
ha de with false conceptionof

id Mr ‘Bronaby. |
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REPORT of Detective sergeent ReJones

relative to WESTFIELD FRESZING co.Ltd request seistancere
Communist fnfiltraté on at. Works,

"Wize attached"

Loxrespectfully report that on seeingMrik aneys) ;
works: manager, Westfield Freezing Co,Ltd on 20/10/48," 1 1
me that he would be pleased if he c ec Of i
Communists so that this could be ‘referred t when engaging labour
at the opening of the present. season. Further, that it) wasn
proposed at that time to refuse any known Communist empl¢
at the works but he would be placed where he was’ leas
to cause trouble, j

me
I explained to Mr.Ridley that this suggestion See

could not be put into effect, He then stated that he would discuss
the matter further with his employment officer, Mr.Baxter ana2
me. know

Following our convg@rsation it was learnt that
Gordon Harold ANDERSEN and Ronald BLACK, well known Communists
who-were responsible largely for thé mutton butchers strike the
previous season, applied-for.work as mutton butchers. The appli
tion waserefused.«Ata meeting Held at the works at whieh ‘both
Andersenand Blackwerepresent, it was decided oe Pete the
the management in-refusing to employ thems.

Both these men are now employed at the King's
wharf stores ofthe: Auckland Farmere Freezing Co.

Mr, Baxter, referred to above saw me on two, occa
with different suggestions which I knew were not. acceptable
this department, and finally Baxter stated that he would bri
employment books to this office forchecking,

This has been done and the only known Communist
engagedby them for casual employment is George Lawson BROAD,
He was discharged on 17.1.49 for arriving: late and beige in an
intoxicated condition, :

Superintendent Hall was advised verbally of the
position and his instructions complied with,

For your information.

The Senior. Detective,
Spécial Branch,
AUCKLAND, 



 

[Form No. 108.

(67

ATTACHED LETTHR FROM THE WORKS MANAGER OF THE WESTFIELD FREEZING COMPANY
 

Subject :

LIMITED, AUCKLAND.
 

200,000/1/42—14554)

The Commissioner:

To prevent the infiltrat-

ion of Communist agitators into the

Westfield Freezing Works during the

coming season, the Works Maneger seeke

our assistance.

Do you approve of my

replying to the effect that I am not in

@ position to furnish information along

the lines requested, pyes se  

   
The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND.

Please direct Detective-Sergeant
Jones to co-operate in this matter
with Mr. Ridley.
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upe® etokdent,
Téth October, 1948.

b/g
\ :
AUCKLAND, |

rae  

  oihg
> OUT 194s

JeSVB4 (Sfewae Ona
Vis aw Aefount attache)

CG



 

oan
PRIVATE BAG. AUCKLAND

  

 

LIMITED fa
~~worksWESTFIELD Wesfleld, 66 {

 

TeLmGRraMs —"FILALORA”
OTAHUHU

,,
}

, 24-730
OO ee .

Tevernonss{24
-711

Now

8th October, 1948

The Superintendent of Police,

Central Police Station,

AUCKLAND C.1
\

Dear Sir,

Last Lamb killing season we suffered more than

usual from working hold-ups fomented to a considerable degree

by several active members of the Communist Party.

In view of the importance of the Freezing Industry,

and the desirability that work should run steadily through the

lamb season we are anxious to avoid engaging similar communist

workers for the forthcoming busy period. In certain circumstances

where it may perhaps be inadvisable to refus

be possible for us to ensure that known trouble makers obtain

employment only in those departments where they are least likely

to do harm.
We have discussed this matter with Detective-

Sergeant Jones and inquired of him whether it would be possible

for us to be given the names of known Communists who might be

implanted into this works with the express intention of causing

labour unrest. We appreciate, of course, that any such particul-

ars would need to be regarded as strictly confidential.

Detective-Sergeant Jones advised us to make

official application to your goodself, which we now dow We

should be grateful for any 4nformation on these lines with which

it may be possible for the Police Department to supply us-

We are,
Yours faithfully,
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Works Manager.

AGR? MF

GBS OF Detective, SOR BS
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STRENGTHEN THs PARTY.

Leon Mauvais
(From “Gahiers due Gommunisme", May, 1948)

A new and recent examination of the activity and organisational
position of the Party in the factories has allowed us to note very
considerable improvements in this essential sector of Party work.

These improvements can be noted*not only in the big industrial
departments like the Sein, Pas-de-Calais, Bouches-due-Rhone, the Nord,
Meurthe-et-Moselle, but also in other departments, where industrial
concentration & potential are less developed, though they still have
great importance - departments such as Haute-Vienne and Var, for example.

Hilsewhere, in a number of departinents, work has been begun the
results of which will not fail to be generalised and noteworthy, to the
extent to which the effort is carried on with method and tenacity. That
is the case in about 50 federations, including the Rhone, the Allier, the
Gard, Seine-et-Loire, Seine-et Oise, the Alpes Maritimes, etc.

These improvements are characterised mainly:
de By better mass work. in a number of factories.

A better contribution is being made to the defence of the workers‘
demands and of their purchasing power, to the struggle against the laying
oif of workers and for the defence of our indstry, which is threatened
by American expansionisin, aided by the treasonable policy of the French
trusts and government.

The results gained at the Renault works are most important and
significant, the wage increases won in some of its departments being backed
by considerable recruitment to the ¢.G.7. unions.

A stop has been put in many cases to the splitting manoeuvres of the
Socialist-%.0, (force Ouvriere-Right-wing breakway from ¢.G.T.) leaders,
Supported by the government and the big employers. The magnificent results
gained in the elections of delegates or factory coimiittees by the ©.G. 7.
unions in the mines, the big stores, the Paris transport industry, the
metal factones of Seamer Renault, etc., are particularly conclusive.

20 By a strengthening of the Party's influence and organisational bases
in the factories.
More intensive recruiting has taken place. Moreover, many comrades

in local branches are joining the factory branches and now carrying on
their main activity among their workmates.

Our Party workers, inspired by the conception of a Party with deep
roots in the workplaces, are seeking and applying new organisational
forms and methods of work.

Greater attention is being given to bringing out factory papers, one
of the best means of connection with, and defence of, the masses.

Be By more and more sustained attention by leading Party committees to
work in the factories.
The transfer of members of federation & section committees and

executives to the main factory branches is becoming general & makes it
possible for these workers not only to teach the Party and the masses to
make a big & effective contribution to the development of the Party
activity & its bases, but also, as Lenin and Stalin taught us, to learn
fromthe masses, to understand their worries, their desires, thdir activity
to give careful study to the practical experience of the struggle of the
masses, to gain deeper faith in the creative forees of the proletariat and
the revolutionary correctness of its class instict. Thus they are
drawing precious lessons and developing their own experience to ensure

the general leadership of the-movemente
These results, whose importance we do not wish to exaggerate, are

nevertheless indisputable and promising.
By analysing the way in which they were obtained, the positive.&

negative aspects of our work, we will create the conditions for their
development: throught the country and particularly in the dedisive
industriese

Where we have gained results, we owe it to the essential fact that
our comrades have learned and understood that in order to carry out Party
policyp it is indispensable to strengthen our activity and organisation
in the factories.

Far be it from us to underestimate’ the importance of the organisat-
ional problems which are many and at times complex, of developing our work
in the factories. But experience shows precisely that the solution can
be given only to the extent that the Party understands politically the poad
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it mrst take, the slogans for demands & for activity that must be | bh
deveped & carried through.

It is then that the means for carrying out this policy show more
clearly and can be given concrete application.

Organisational defects generally. originate from the underestimation
or even ignoring of the fundamental principles of our policy, with the
mistaken idea that we must be a mass Party.

Wy can such things still be noted, when elsewhere there are many
examples of correct understanding & good work in the factories? Is it
not because we sti}jl too often think that what we know everyone must know?

Woo often we forget that the authority & strength of the Party have
grown considerably in recent years, that sometimes 90% of our aembers
are new ones who know nothing or not enough, about not only methods of
mass work, but often and above all about the fundamental organisational
principles of the Party. So it is not superfluous to explain & repeat
them patiently & perseveringly.

Factory Branches and Party Theorye
Article 12 of the Party rules states that: "The cell is the basis of

Part yoreanisation (in the factory, mine, workshop, office, shop, farm,
etce)".

Without underestimating the role of branches in apartment houses, ~
‘=strests, localities or rural areas, it is obvious that the Tenth Congress
a in adopting these rules, intended to recall attention, by emphasising it
= to one of the fundamental principles of Party organisation & activity. ;
oO The-forms of organisation & the methods of work of the Party may
4 change, taking into accoun e@ general situation or particular situations

but the principle of organisation & activity in the factories remains,
t= immovable, fundamental for the carrying out of the Party policy. From the
‘OM groups of three in the factories we passed after the Liberation to forms

of organisation & methods of work adapted to the newsituation, that of
@ the struggle in a period of legality; but during illegality as now, we
@did not cases to emphaise the primary importance of work in the factories.
a The fact is that, if the Communist Party is open to all men and women
qm “who accept its programme and rules, belong to one of the Party's basic
organisations, carry ‘out some activity and pay their dues regularly"

(article 2 of the rules), it is nonetheless based essentially on the work—

zing class, on the proletariat which “is the only really revolutionary
elass, ', as Marx and Engles wrote in’ the Manifesto, the centenary of which

Lie are now celebrating. ?
—_ In this same Manifesto, Marx & Engles had observed:

"Now, the development of industry not only increases the number of
Oproletarians, but concentrates them in greater masses; the strength of the
€proletarians is increased and they become more conscious of ite” And
further on: "The workers begin to form combinations against the bourgeoisie

Oto defend their wages. They go so far as to formpermanent associations
Min order to make provision beforehand for these oecasional revolts."
a They showed that the Party is the condition of the socialist revol-
—ution, they expressed the fundamental idea of the Party as the vanguard
Gor the working class.

Lenin developed this idea in the condition of imperialism, he showed
‘Ohow the Party is & must be the highest form of organisation of the working
B class. He made clear the organisational principles of the Party of a new
Stype that was indispensable at this stage of history. And in Sept. 1902 he
Q<wrote, in particular:

"Tet us pass on to factory circles. These are particularly implrtant
for us, for the main strength of the movement lies in the organisation of
the proletariat within the big factories, in view of the fact that they
cover the section of the working class that is not only the most numerous
but also the most influential, the most developed and with the most fight-
ing spirit. ACH FACTORY MUST BE OUR FORTRESS." (our emphasis — L.M.

In this way Lenin defined one of the fundamental taks of the Party
which, to lead the working class, must be closely linked to it, to the
non-Party masses.

Now, how is it possible “to be "closely linked" to the working masses,
except by being organised in the workplaces themselves?

it is in the factory that Communists can best get to know the state
of mind and the needs of the workers, seek out and effectively give
expression to the slogans, test the way in which the working class ‘
receives our slogans & our policy and, consequently, teach the working
class & learn from it. ;

. It is in the factory that the Communists, by prov ing themselves
the best defenders of the workers, can win their confidence, get elected
to the various positions as delegates and to the leadership of mass

organisations, as many recent elections bear witness.
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‘It is in the factory that Communists can make their best contribution

to th organisation of the struggle, to the achievement of the conditions (63
for tJ success of the struggle.

That is why our Comrade M.Thorex declared at the llth Gonkress:
"Tt can never be repeated tom often that the workshop, the mili, 6 office,
and the factory in general is the basis of the Party organisation. The
iain task of the Section Committee, of the Federal Committee, is to help in
the efficient working of factory branches, above all in the big workshops."

The positive Experience of the Pas-de-Calais.
When the Aubervilliers Central Colmittee meeting urged all Communists

"to pay attention to the needs & aspirations of all strata of the toiling
people ».. To place themselves resolutely at the head of the people's
Movement, with boldness & a spirit of responsibility", it implicitly urged

those working in the factories to develop their activity & their political

& organisational initiative so as to achieve thistessential task & live up

to the confidence placed in us by millions of Workers.
Now, the big strikes of Novr-—Decr 1947 proved this. In all the

factories where our Party has organised, active forees, considerable
results were obtained, and on the other hand the opposite results could be
observed where the Party was poorly organised.

During & after these strikes, many eyes were opened. Comrade Camphin
orrectly wrote: "In the mining field of Pas-de-calais, where the struggle

against Jbles Moch's myrmidons & against the splitters of Force Ouvriere
Gias particularly fierce, the need for all Communists working in the
Oeame pit, in the same factory, to know one another was very obvious to

veryone, and all now understand much better that itis indispensable to
ymiake the factory branch work, if we are to be victorious in the coming
@attles." (france Nouvelle, 6 March, 1948)
i In a réport from the leaders of the Bruay-en-Artois section, we find
‘@uriking confirmation of this estimate by their federal secretary. These
Wotirades, after explaining how, in July-August 1947, they began to
G@eorganise the miners on the basis of pit branches, emphasise that the

ctivity of these branches was decisive, in these words: "This struggle
qi the minders in November & December 1947 was waged with enthusiasm by

 

he workers in our pits, with magnificent success, thanks to the new org-
nisation, and this in spite of the fact that social-democracy was still

Gttrong & active at this period in some pits, especially in No.3 workings.”
N And our-comrades went on to relate that with the gaining of their

smands that the miners achieved, they noted:
®4. Better connections of the ine delegates with the masses & the Party.
2. A great success in the elections of the mine delegates, the average

ote for the Bruay group being almost 80%, while “the workers in the pits
ere aware that the candidates nominated were ardent Communists.".

©3. A development in the Party's influence not only in the pits but
“Also on a local basis (recruitment to the Party of 175 comrades, a high
Sao of whom were wotien, sale of 2900 copies of Liberte instead of
900) 5 ‘

@4. ‘The pit branch meetings are better attended than thase of the old
@ocal branches, “because of the miner being among workmates and thus
@aving a double interest in these meetings, dealing with the Party policy
snd with their trade." : ;
Za As we see, these miners now understand how justified was our
insistence on having them organised & working on a pit basis. Not only

re they showing more faith, enthusiasm & interest in their activity,
q@but they are noticing that even on a locality basis, the influence &
‘authority of the Party are growing.

Undoubtedly our comrades from the Drowe could learn.a lesson from
this experience, for they observe that “Party members sometimes oppose
the formation of a branch in their factory, since work on a locality basis
seems to them to be easier."

This “opposition” from the comrades in the Drome, and at times in
other departments too - have the leaders of the federations & sections
concerned tried to find out the real reasons for it? Have they used
the best possible means for convincing & assisting, so as to enlighten
these members & show them that activity & organisation in the factories
are not only possible, but also and above all indispensable in order to
carry out the Party's policy? ,

Our comrades from Bruay-en-Artois do not hide the fact that they
were mistekn for a long time. "since the Liberation, we had been
organised in mixed locality branches, including miners, surface workers,
pensioners, women, ctcee." they wrote. And they add: "The comrades on
the Section Executive considered that this formula was the best, basing
themselves on the fact that it was the one which had always existed and !
that we had never succeeded in building pit branches." ,
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Doesn't it seem that, in the Drome and elsewhere, such mistaken
idear still persist? _ : i (62

wince the Liberation, elections & referenda, have been numerous.
It may have seemed natural that the main activity & organisation of the
Party must have a locality basis (which is a mistake, as can be seen from
the example of Bruay itself), where it was impossible, even unwise, to
carry out a reorganisation between two election periods.

Do not our comrades in Bruay themselves admit that “The Section
Comnittee hestiated at the important job of transferring the organisation
in a period in which the Party had to face continual elections."

Actually, in Bruay a year ago & in the Drome even today, proof was
or should have been given that this transformation is necessary and possible.

Many positive & negative examples of this kind could be given in all
departments. *

It is because the Party has bases in these factories that, in the
S.N.G.A.G. at Bourge, a defence committee was elected by 800 workers and
technicians — including some members of Foree Ouvriere — out of 1300, that
in the Orval Workshops at Saint-Amand, 90% of the workers support their
@efence committee, that at the Toulon Arsenal the Party has recruited over
a hundred new members “in Jan. ‘and there are now 250 trade union delegates
instead of 150.

But it is because the Party work has weakened in the factories that
its forces have diminished in the towns of the Aube, and at the same time
the trade unions are showing losses, particularly in the big, hosiery
factories; that at Annecy and Annemasse, in spite of favourable objective
conditions, the Party is not making progress, because our federal leaders
admit “our factory branches are not alive” or »e."only exist on paper'ee.

In every department, our workerslmow of such positive or negative
examples: let them study them in detail and frankly, both in meetings and |
in their federation papers and bulletins, let them appeal to the initiative
of the rank and file members, to all the workers. Experience proves that
with the help of the masses we often solve difficulties that appear insurmount—
able to some workers whose intentions are good, but who do not move with
the times.

Qur Conception of a Mass Party and Work in the Factories.
80 it is essential to understand, and to make others undestand, that

it_is_in the factories that the main battle is being waged for the defence
of thé workers" demands, for the defence of national independence and for
Peace, that the factory branch is indispensable to the Party in carrying
out its historic missions that it is its fundawental basic organisation.

But it is no less tmportant, in order to organise strong factory
branches and make them work effectively, to have a correct conception of
the mass Party.

Maurice: Thoreg could say, in his report to the 11th Congress:
"We are posing the problems of organisation as we did 20 years ago, without
relation to the new situation, and to the policy and tasks of the Party that
flow from this new situation."

In this way our General Secretary strongly directed the Party's
attention to the need for it to become conscious’ of this lag existing
between organisational forms and methodsof work, in relation to the
political line. :

If there are still too many places where such lags can be noted, it
is because we have not come to understand sufficiently that organisational
forms, methods of work and of reeruiting must be adapted to the situation,
to the Party's political line, to its influence, to its development and
the new possibilities that are ersated.

Millions of Frenchmen and Frenchwomen have confiddénce in our Party. On
a factory basis, we already organise tens, hundreds, even thousands of
members.

It is obvious that organisational problems cannot be posed in the

same way as they were when our Party only had a few units in workshopse
Such organisational forms and methods of werk, which corresponded to a
past situation, which were a factor in the development of the Party
organisation, may have become a stumbling block to this development, an
outworn form of organisation.

Mass recruiting obliges us to have broad vision, to show boldness and
initiative, for it is not enough to call on thousands of workers to join
our Party, we must create the conditions for them to join it for
organising them and making them work as a mass.

Moreover, we must beware of all rigidity in seeking out forms of
organisation and methods of work. There can be no ready made formula, no ~
methods valid for all situations. Thus, inorganising the workers at
Peugot's in Sochaux, we had to take account of the fact that there were
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many who lived a long way from their workplace. That is so, for instance,
those who live at Hericourt, who come and go kh from the factory by trains whose

timetables correspond exactly with Peugeot's starting and finishing times. IG
_ . To try and organise these workers on a strictly

workplace basis would finally result in not allowing them to join and to work eff-
ectively in the factory. It was then decided to bring together at Sochaux all those
who lived near the factory, But with the others, like those from Hericourt, we or-
ganised them in one branch which meets in Hericourt itself, it being understood &
that the secretary of this branch must have contact with the Party committee of

the Peugeot factory at Sochaux.

In this way, Communists who were scattered in
local branchescould be brought together, new members could be recruited and the
"Peugeot Branch", while having an organisational base at Hericourt, was none the
less carrying out activity in the factory, But even this form of organisation,
correct in this particular case, would not be so everywhere,

In his article which we have already quoted, Com-
rade Rene Camphin explained that in "Pit 8 of Auchy-les-Mines work men who live
in 27 different localities, many coming from little villages in Flanders", It was
not possible to organise them in the same way as at Hericourt, for they are far
from being, as in that case, grouped around the place where they live. But if they
live in different localities, all regularly use the same bus coming and going from
work. So our comrades made the correct decision to form whet they called a “Bus

@eranch", Now, there are 28 Party members out of the 4O mamkmes miners who catch
=this bus (remember that at the end of February there were only 2h members),
& How are the contact and the work carried out ?

‘Rene Camphin explains, “This branch is attached to the Auchy-les-Mines section,
CThe secretary of the Party's pit committee is the Mine delegate, and he is the one
yswho carries out the contact, explains the directives, hands out the material,
Stakes the money from the branch treasurer to give to the Section treasurer, All of
w=this is done in the washrooms or at crib time, for as soon as the shift is over,
‘qthe men immediately get into the bus to go home, and it is on the bus that the
QBranch meeting is held."
oO In the same article, he gives an example of the
@msame kind, but this time for miners working in pits of the Marlos-Auchol group,
Qwho do not catch the same bus, but the same train, and it is “Train Branches"
that are formed with the miners working in the same pit, the same methods of con~

s-tact and work being used as at Auchy~les—Mines.
4 These examples are conclusive. From analysing them,
pit results that the methods of organisation and work could be found and applied
in each given situation only to the extent to which there was a correct conception
or a mass Party.
= Activity of the Enemies of the Working Class in Factories.
oO For many long years, reaction has not known what to
Osay against those it called by a term meant to be scornful, the “cellularde",Com-
Crade M. Thorez was able to say at the Tenth Congress that these “cellulards" were
the heart of the French Resistance in the factories. We can say now that the corr-

mectness of our activity and our organisation in the factories is proved so strik-
Mingly that the enemies of the working class are trying to organise in the factories
Sto bring out factory papers, etc. The aa@fence of the workers’ demands is the least
—of their worries, Actually, they are organising in this way to do the work of the
“French and foreign trusts, in order to divide the working class and its trade unxanr
unions, prevent it from organising activity in defence of its living and working
conditions,

_

a We see at work the Socialist-Force Ouvriere factory
Sgroups which, directed by the Blums, Mayers, Marceau Piverts and other Guy Mollets
are working as strike breakers and splitters of the trade union movement.Moreover
the R.P.F, leaders, afkerxmminkingxuukytiixmex make no secret of the objectives set
their factory groups. In a press conference on 27th March last, Baumel, one of the
R.P.F, leaders, after pointing out,"Every factory group has ite own factory paper.
Within its factory, it fights the Communist branches ", outlined their role as
strike-breakers if this way : "We have indeed formed, in the Public service, groups
which, if need arose,could run the Public services,"

Let us recall, moreover, that ‘le Monde" of 20th
March told that in a meeting of"responsible R.P.F. workers" Balensi, a national
delegate, repeating what Andre Malraux had said the day before to the"protection
groups" (read 8.S. groups - N.D.L.R.), explained :

"Be prepared, You will fight. I do not wish to know
which of the faces before me will be those of the dead and the victors, I wish to
see here only fighters. If you can be certain that America will finish the war with

(Continued)



(6) CORT

us, you can not be certain that she will begin it with us."
So such activity from the enemies of the work-

ing clase should not fail to give food for thought, if it is needed, to all our
leaders and members working in the factories. With more speed, ardour, faith and
enthusiasm, and with a greater spirit of initiative, they will face the factories,
to develop there our organisation and our activity in favour of the workers, to

earry out there the tasks envisaged in our own rules, in article 13, and partie-
vlarly, "....-.the study and defence of these demands (of the workers), linked
with class action and the aims of class emancipation pursued by the Communist
Party.

(Issued by the Central Organisation Committee, July, 198)

 

EXTRACT from "THE TRADE UNIONS” --L. Sharkey)
The General Objective

Marx and Engels have given us a graphic picture of the birth and mode of develop-
ment of the Trade Unions and industrial struggles. "The proletariat goes through
various stages of development. With its birth begins its struggle with the bour-
geotisie. At first the contest is carried on by individual labourers, then by the
work-people of a factory, then by the operatives of one trade, in one locality,

Pageinst the individual bourgeois, who directly exploits them. They direct their
s=attacks, not against the bourgeois conditions of production but against the ins-
Otruments of production themselves : they destroy imported wares that compete with
their labour, they smash to pieces machinery, they set factories ablaze, they seek

Sto restore by force the vanished status of the workmen of the middle ages,
(The Luddites in England, for example. 1.8.)

a
l
o

Oat this atage, the labourers still form an incoherent mass scattered over the

‘mM Whole country, and broken up by thebr mutual competition...
® "But with the development of industry, the proletariat not only increases in num-
Qbers, it becomes concentrated in greater masses, its strength grows, and it feels
§ that strength more...the collisions between individual workmen and individual
Q bourgeois take more and more the nature of collisions between two classes, There-

upon, the workers begin to form combinations (Trade Unions) against the bourgeois:
QD they club together in order to keep up the rate of wages : they found permanent
WY associations in order to make provision beforehand for these occasional revolts.

Here and there the contest breaks out into riots.
= "Now and then the workers are victorious, but only for a time. the real fruit of
Othe battle lies, not in the immediate result, but in the ever-expanding union of &
w= the workers. This union is helped on by the improved means of communication that
‘are created by modern industry, and that places the workers of different kuzukikiz
oOlocalities in contact with one another.It was just this contact that was needed
Cto centralise the numerous local struggles, all of the same character, into one
ay national struggle between classes. But every calss struggle is a political strug-

gle.
2 "This organisation of proletarians into a class, and consequently into a political
Oparty, is continually being upset again, by the competition between the workers
Othemselves. But it ever rises up again, stronger, firmer, mightier! (Manifesto of
the Communist Party, 1848).
>But the working class, unaided, cannot raise itself to the level of an understand-
Oing of the historical development of society, that is, to a revolutionary, BSocial-
sist and Communist consciousness, Lenin enunciated this proposition in his basic
swork, "What is to be Done ?" Lenin did this in the course of his dtack upon the
Qtheory of "spontaneity"; of reliance upon the spontaneousf development of the

labour movement lacking a guiding theory, without a well-organised and trained
Party to lead it ; in his denunciation of "tailism", of lagging behind the masses.
Lenin based this conclusion on the conditions of the working class in capitalist

society: lack of education, hard work, lack of leisure, poverty, etc.
The fuxmakimnx formulationof the theorttical foundation of the labour movement,
Communism, was made by two great men, namely KARL MARX and FREDERICK ENGELS,
By so doing, by placing themselves at the head of the proletarian movement, Marx
and Engels, of course, became the greatest of proletarians. Lenin wrote of Marx
and Engels in this regard as follows: “We said that there could not yet be Social
-Democratic (Communist) consciousness among the workers, This consciousness could
only be brought to them from without, The history of all countries shows that the
working class, exclusively by its own effort, is able to develop only Tradé Union

si
f

(Continued. )
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consciousness, i.@e, it may itself realise the necessity for combining in !
unio 43, for fighting against the employers and for striving to compel the
goverwment to pass the necessary labour legislation ete. The theory of
Socialism, however, grew out of the philosophic, historical and econonie
theortes that were elaborated by the educated representatives of the
propertied classes, the intellectuals. According to their social status,
the founders of modern scientific Socialism, Marx and Engels, themselves
belonged to the bourgeois intelligensia. Simarly, in Russia, the
theoretical doctrine of Social-Democracy arose quite independently of the
spontaneous growth of the labour movements; it arose as a natural and
inevititable outcome of the development of ideas among the revolutionary
Social intelligensia. "(Lenin: What is to be done?")

Bur Party today bas a similar teak, to raise the political understand
-ing of the masses to the level of a Communist understanding of society and
the consequent tasks of the labour movement. Marx and Engels, Lenin and
Stalin, have given us an understanding of the historical tasks of the
working classes in regard to the revolutionary change-pver from Capitalism
to Socialism. The advance guard of the proletariat have been able to grasp
these theories, to master Marxism-Leninism: it has to be taken to the masses
who, unaided, are unable to raise themselves to the level of a theoretical
understanding, are unable to advance beyond the immediate practical tasks of
wages, conditions, strikese

The Trade Unions are the most impor tan?78fcanisations of the
working class and therefore, have a special importance for the Revolution-—-
aries. "Without the Trade Unions a revolution is impossible," Lenin has
written.

What are out tasks in regard to the Trade Unions?
These tasks fall into two main sections: (1) the raising of the

theoretical level, the winning of the workers for a revolutionary
objective, and (23 the practical-organisational.

In regard to the first, Marx gave a classical summing up of the Trade
Unions, their tasks, and the need for a revolutionary outlook and
objective for the Trade Unions in "Value, B ee and Profit."

These few hints will suffice to showy A very development of
modern industry must progressively turn the scale in favour of the
capitalist agaisnt the working man, and that consequently the general
tendency of the capitalistic production is not to raise, but to sink the average
standard of wages, or to push the value of labour more or less to its
minimum limit. Suck being the tendency of things in this system, is this
saying that the working class khemmgkamwk ought to renounce their resistance
against the encroachments of capital, and abandon their attempts at making the
best of the occasional chances for their tmmporary improvement? If they did,
they would be degraded to one level mass of broken wretches, past salvation.
I think I have shown that their struggles for the standard of wages are
incidents inseparable from the whole wages system, that in 99 cases out
of 100 their efforts at raising wages are only efforts at maintaining the
given price of labour and that the necessity of debating their price with

the capitalist is inherent to their condition of having to sell themselves
as commodities. By cowardly giving way in their everyday conflist with
capital, they would certainly disqualify themselves for the initiating
of any larger mowvemente

“At the same time, and quite apart form the general servitude involved
in the wages system, the working class ought not to exaggerate to themselves
the ultimate workings of these everyday struggles. they ought not to forget
that they are fighting with the effects, but not with the causes of those
effects: that they are retarding the downward movement, but not changing its

direction: that they are applying palliatives, not curing the malady.
"They ought, thereforg, not to be exclusively absorbed in these

unavoidable guerrilla fights incessantly springing up from the never-
ceasing encroachments of capital or changes of the market. They ought to
understand that, with all the miseries it imposes upon them, the present
system simultaneously engenders the material conditions and the
social forms necessary for an economic reconstruction of society. Instead
of the conservative motto: " A fair day's wages for a fair day's work" they
ought to inseribe on their banner the rewutionary watchword: Abolition
of ‘the wages systemt"

"after this very long and, I fear, tedious exposition, which I was

obliged to enter into to do some justice to the subject matter. I shall
conclude by proposing the following:

"Firstly. A general rise of the rate of wages would result in a fall

in the general rate of profit, but, broadly speaking, not affect the prices

of commodities.



-8- Copy
"Secondly. The general tendency of capilistie production is not
to r ‘se but to sink the average standard of wages. 159

“~~Toirdly. ‘Trade Unions work well as centres of resistance against
the encroachments of capital. They fail particularly from an injudic-
ious use of their power. They fail generally from limiting themselves
to the guerrille way against the effects of the existing system instead

of simultaneously trying to change it, instead of using their organised
forces as a lever for the final emancipation of thw working class, that
is to say the ultimate abolition of the wages systems

The strategical aim of the Communists in the Trade Unions is pre-
Cisely the one indicated by Marx; to inscribe on their banners the
revolutionary watchword, abolition of the wages system."

Marx therein gave us an understanfing of the role of the" immediate

demands": of the day-to-day struggles,, without which the workers would
be degraded, broken wretches, past salvation. Marx indicates also the
role of the partial struggles as preparation for the revolutionary
struggle for political power. "By cowardly giving way in their every-
day conflicg with capital, they would certainly disqualify themselves
for the initiating of any larger movement." Lenin summed up this teach-

.O ing of Marx on the Trade Unions when he designated the Trade Unions as
oO "schools of the class struggle, schools of Comminism." Marxism-Leninism
O. thus places a fundamental task for us in regard to the Trade Unions, the
c defeat of reformism and their transformation into revolutionary bodies

Ofighting for the Proletarian Dictatorship.

 

o STALIN: THE PARTY GROWS STRONG BY WINNING THE UNIONS
Oo Dealing with the importance of the Trade Unions as the main source
mee strength of the workers’ Party and combeting the sectarian trends
w among the Communists in the West European and other countries, Comrade
@ Stalin declared:
O° "In the West there are still certain "Communists" who do not
M understand this and who continue to propagate their anti-proletarian

and anti-revolutionary slogan "Leave the Trade Unions!" It must be
said that no one could do the Communist Movement in the West more harm
( than these and similar "Communists".
N These people thing of ‘attacking the Trade Unions from without
Z regarding them as an ememy camp. They do not understand that, good or

@m bad, the rank and file workers regards the Trades Unions as his citidels,
bis strongholds, which help him to maintain his wages, his working day,
1. and so forth. They do not understand that far from facilitating Com-
Qmunist penetration among the vast masses, such policy undermines this work.
< "The average rank and file worker will say to such a "Communist":
S"You are attacking my citadel, you wish to destroy the cause which it
oO has taken me decades to build, hecause, as you say, Communist is better
®M than Trade Unionism. I don't know. Perhaps you are right in your
@ theoretical discourses on Communism; it's not for me, a simple worker,
@to judge your theories. But one thing I do know: I have my Trade Union
Ocitadels, they have led me into battle, have defended me, well or ill,
against the onslaughts of the capitalists; and he who tries to destroy

G these citadels is trying to destroy my cause, the cause of the workers.

= Cease attacking my citadels, come into the Trade Unions, work in them

rive years or even more, help us to improve the unions and to strengthen

Of. them, and in the meantime I shall see whet sort of fellow you are. If

you really prove to be the right fellow, I, of course, will not hesitate

to support you," and so on. That, more or less, is the attitude of the

average rank and file worker of the present day towerds the anti-Trade

Unionists. He who fails to understand this characteristic feature in

the mentality of the average worker in Europe will understand nothing

about the position of the present-day Communist parties.

“What constitutes the strength of Social-Democracy in the West? The

fact that it supports the Trade Unions.
"What constitutes the weaknesses of our Communist parties in the

West? The fact thet they are not yet linkeé with the Trade Unions and. that
certain elements within the Communist Parties do not wish to be linked

with them.
Hence the main task of the Communist Parties of the West at the

present time is to develop the campsign for unity in the Trade Union

movement and to bring it to its consummation; to see to it that all

Communists, without exception, join Trade Unions, there to work system-

atically and patiently to strengthen the solidarity of the working class

in its fight against capital, and thus attain the condition that will
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enab’* the Communist Parties to rely on the Trade "nions."

~nese words were spoken by Stalin sixtean yesrs ago,

yesterdey, for they still hold force for us.

put they might have been said

A GOOD _UNT6N WORKER. a. ;
In order to equip themselves as not only the best theoretical and palitical inedert7

the Trade Unions, but also as the best practical Trade Mnionists, militants oeteteas 6 .

Awerds as they cover their industry or fectory, they must know the Rule peek : 6 ue 5 =

it's organisation, histroy, customs and practices. ly in this way can they become the bes

Trade Unionists.

“ Some members fail to keep themselves " financiel “ in their lnions, with ahs oe

that they lose standing and when en opportunity to contest en official caper ele a ong

they are ineligible to stand. Positions sre lost that might have bean von but for 8 cereless

en ig also bad for & militant to drop out of a Union whilst in arrears and without notify-

ing the Union and complying with the rules covering resignations. This may npnerbnrdeteUabd

by the reactioneries to discredit us, and in any case, es the Communist s must be the mg

unionists, they must teke care to be financial and observe rules. Members should have a know-

ledge of the rules of debate in order to prevent e "slick " chairmen putting one over them.

Comrudes in the Unions must study the conditions and problems of Unionmembers and draw

up programmes of demands for the Union to be able to give a lead, in good time, on all metters

effecting the Tnion end strive at all times to unite the Jnion Vembership dud foster good

relations with other Unions.
Speeking in the Union is elso an art. Ye co not went to bore the workers with long and ;

windy speeches or go over their heads by being too theoretical. Ye must deal with the question

before the meeting in an ettrective fashion. This does uot mean thet we confine ourselves

solely to ecomimic questions. " No politics in the Union " meena bourgeois politics in the
Union. We must skilfully seize appropriate moments end opportunities to discuss politics

end Socielism with the workers at ‘nion meetings and elsewhere. Sur goal is to reise the
consciousness of the Unicnists to the level of e Socialist understending-

PART 2.
REFORMIST "THEORIES" AND HARMFUL PRACTICES MUST BSE ROUTED.

This slogen was put forward by the " Economists " in Russia.
The "Economists “seid thet the tasks of the Trade Inions should be confined to the economic
- wages, conditions, hours.

lenin attacked end destroyed this trend, pointing out that " no politice in the Union "
reelly meant bourgecis politics in the Unions; it meant that the workers wore left at the
mercy of bourgeois propaganda and idealogy. |

We have seen thet the objective must be to politically revolutionize the Unions. Some
comrades interpret this to mean thet they should confine themselves tc academic, abstract
discourses on theory and politicel questions ut “nion meetings. Communists must be the best
Trede nicnists, i.e., giving » lead on ell the problems of the Trade Unions end lead the fight
for the economic demands of the workers; in short, be the best fightere on the job and during
strike periods.

At the seme time, politics must be introduced, linked with the Union's problems, end on

favourable occasions when politicel issued ere rsised in correspondence, ete-, to educate the
wobkers in Socialist ideas. The ‘ion Tournels and other avenues must be fully utilised for
such politicel educetion. The Union Journal, "The Tronworker "is « model of the sort of
Trade Union newspaper required, combining the industriel and political working class policy.
The reformists here in Austrelia cling to the " Sconomists "idea of "no politics in the tmion!'
or only reformist politics in the Union. The aim must be to kill this reactionary idee in the
Minion by showing thet, without ® correct political policy, without the theoretical educetion

of the rank end file, the "nion's efforts are in the end doomed to futility.
The question of the relationship between economies end politics was continuelly before Marx

and the Firet Internetionel. Tn e resnlution drawn up by him for the 1871 Conference the
following instretive passage oceurs :-

"In the presence of en nnbridled reection which violently crushes every effort at
emancipation on the oart of the working class, and pretends to maintain by brute force the
distinction of classes and the political dominstion of the propertied classes resulting from it;)
considering thet egesinst this collective power of the propertied classes the working class
cannot act, es a class, escept by constituting itself into e politicel party, distinct from end |
opposed to ell old parties formed by the pronertied classes; that this constitution of the |
working class into © political perty is indigpenssble inorder to ensure the triumph of the |
social revolution and ite ultimate end ~ the ebolition of the classes; thet the combinetion of |
forces which the working classes have alreedy effected by its economicel struggles ought at
the same time serve as a lever ageinst the political power of the landlords and capitalists;

the Conference recalls to the members of the International : Theat in the militant stete of the |
working class, its economic movement and its political ection mre indissolubly united."

wvidinaiisal che. sree
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Here is a clear expression by Marx of the idea that politics are the concentrated expression
of economics, thet the workers need a revolutionary political party to lead the struggle for

Socialism and thet the Trade Unions, far from adopting an attitude of neutrality, of nom-
partisanship, should adhere to such a perty and play their part under its leadership in the
struggle.

BANKRUPTCY OF " GRADUALIST " THEORIES.

The reformist leaders in the Trade Union movement contend that the needs of the working class

can be satisfied by a policy of reforms, by a gradual increase in wages, s shortening of hours
and improvement of the job conditions. They tell the workers that if the "nions keep on }

increasing wages that soon there will be no exploitation, no margin of profit left for the
employing classes.
This is the Trade Union equivalent of the Social - Temocratic theory of " gradualism " and
" peaceful evolution " of “ revolution without class - struggle, bloodshed or dislocation of
industry."
It is truo that the reformists can point toiinstances where the Arbitration Court hes awarded

increased wages, shortened hours, or eased conditions of employment in the factories. Why,
therefore, cannot we continue this peaceful, evolutionary porcess until we make the position
of the bosses untenable in industry; why not undermine their control by these piecemeal porces
It will be found, however, that tremendous mass pressure ( economic strikes, demonstrations,

end egitation in the Press md on the platform, preceded all reforms by the Arbitration Courts
or " yoluntary " concessions to the workers.
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Towards the carrying out of the reorganisation of trade union

work as adopted in the N.E, resolution "Trade Unions and the Party" leading committees
of the Party are advised to supplant control of the work and policy of the members
in the separate trade unions, from that of general reposibility to that of personal
responsibility. This means that where there are a number of Party members belonging
to the same trade union local Party committees should call them together and carry 1
out ‘the election of a leadership for their trade union work, either one leader or in
the larger organisations a small leading committee.

Such leaders or leading conmittee would conduct. among their respective
members similar work as is outlined in the fimetions of the trade union instructors
in the area branches, At. the same time it must be recognised that this leadership
is directly responsible to its owm mombership for its activity, This type of
leadership is established, not for the purpose of eliminating general meetings of
Party members belonging to one organisation, but for the purpose of eliminating
unnecessary discussions, and to allow time for the members of such organisations
to devote their energies to mass work, training and leisure,

The experience and greater phlitical maturity of the membership
of the bigger connections of the various trade unions make policy matters on
routine question easily settled, The important factor to determine in these
connections, is the co-ordination of the membershipés work and activity, This
co-ordination of work ean be accomplished by the leader or leading committee, by
personal contact with each member or a short bulletin,

This method of work will overcome the need for Party membersk to
expend much time attending discussions on Union affairs, composed entirely of Party
members, it will permit time for the winning of the support of non=party or Labour
Party trade unionists, by means of job discussion, or elsewhere around the question
of the campaign under way,

Inthis Way greater interest will be created around the problem of
trade union organisation which will create strivings among the best elements for
greater activity,

Work carried out in this manner willdevelop around every Party
member a number of Party supporters who will fight in mie with the Party membership
on the issues involved, thus reflecting a Party Leadership which will spread its
influence far in excess of its numerical strength and consolidating the working
class accordingly,

The conducting of trade union discussions on matters of immediatexy
i interest can be conducted by every trade unionist in the Party. But through the

medium of trade union discussions the resulting consolidation of the trade union
movement will create a grewing demand on the part of the workers for a knewledge

; of the higher and deeper political tasks of the working class, All party members
are not yet fully confident in eonducting discussions around the deeper problems,
It is necessary therefore to give assistance in this direction to Party members
who want it,
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r Leading committees of the Party must have on hand Communists
. 9@..<pped with at least a good general knowledge of Marxism-Leninism, who are
available to conduct discusshons on the higher political problems of the day, when
such discussions have been arranged,

In this way Communists in their day to day work will be mobilising |
the workigg class on the basis of their immediate tasks, equipping the working
class = from the armoury of Marxism-Leninism, and conducting a continual daily
campaign to recruit member s of the Party.

Leading Committees must make it obligatory on all Communists
responsible for trade union leadership to undergo an educational course on Party
theory and practice, These courses will be conducted in collaboration with thie
National Executive, However it must be borne in mind that such courses, are
rounding off courses, and the question of success or otherwise of Party training will
be determined by the individual incentive of the Party members to study the works
of Marx, Lenin and Stalin and of the G.I, of their own accord,

By oo such methods of work, and Party will be initiating, leading
end organising the trade union fight against capital, consolidating its ranks with
the imsskt very best trade unionists, building the Party, een
on the tecleof dinas concious activity, as the Party of Lenin and Stalin must be
built.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE.
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On the adoptien of the resolution "Trade Unions and the Party®
the National Executive resolves that all leading committees begin to reorganise
trade union work, Leading committees are therefore advised to immediately
establish, in collaboration with branch leaders, trade union instructors in all
branches,

There are in all branches, particularly area branches, members
of trade unions who have not yeb been drawn into active and conerete work in their
trade unions, These Communists belong to trade unions where one or two members
are our only eonnection, Such members have the right to conduct trade union
campaigns, and it is the duty of the Party to sustain such a right for its members.)
The function of the trade union instructors is to develop and train such Commmnists
upon the basis of the practical problems of their-speéiftic trade unions, against
the burdens of war, in‘def; of living standards, conditions of wark,freedom of
trade unions assembly and of an honest working class press.

It is not the intention of the National Executive to createtrade
union discuesions at area branch meetings, Tredo union instructors will,confine
auch discussions to private talks with single members in question, Whereno
suitable comrade is to be found to act as trade union instructor in a particular
branch one should be transfered from another branch,

Trade union organisations meet only a few times a year, at the best,
one meeting each month, while some trade unions hold only one meeting per year,
While the activity of the Goumunists at the trade union mocting is extremely important,
this‘om no account means that trade wion activity begins and ends at trade union
meetings, The exigencies of the class struggles demand constant trade union work 4
in many snd varied industrial fields, The great responsibility of the Party and —
its membership in the trade unions is to organise trade union unity; genuine working
class organisations which will develop the vital interests of the working class ©
against reaction and against the splitting tactics and maneouvres of the reformist
leaders, Every Commmist trade unionist must realise this responsibility and strive to
equit himself in the spirit of Bolshevism, to fulfil this working class task as =
speedily as possible.

By beginning in an elementary way, be consistently nd vigourously
@efending the interests of the working class, taking strict account of the specific
interests of the particular category of wovkare in the given sphere, every Communist —
ean drive through the maneuovres of reformism, stand out as the initiator, leader —
and organiser of the working class against capitalist reaction,

 

  
   

   
  

 

The trade union instructors will teach Commmists where to eras is
To adopt a correct policy to meet a given situation, it is necessary, first and — ;
foremost, to have made a correct analysis of that given situation, The A
not yet have a good knowledge of its members, it does not fully know the tradecuni s
to which they belong. live trade union instructors will supply the Party with
the requiste facts, as the Party should know them, viz, Party membership inthe
unions, what unions Communists are to be foundin, and the number ofthese
Gommmists the visible strength of specific trade unions,financialmembership, —
unfinanecial membership, the numbers attending mestings, how often meetings are
wld and the type of necting, how often the Executives of unions meetm andso on,
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there are the questions of award conditions, social security benefits
balm claims and payments, and a comprehensive kmowledge of legisiat
around such questions which are essential factors in the mobilisation of a?
mass struggle, Without a knowledge of such matters the Party kmows very little
about trade unions, Trade union instructors in the branches would sift the matters
out, and all other factors in the trade union routine, from the Gonmmists
under their leadership,

In this way, the Communists in the trade unions would be trained
with a comprehensive Imowledge of union affairs which would arm them with the
necessary facts and authority to create trade unionx associations in their own
homes,

Trade union discussions are matters which interest all workers,
The development of such discussions is a means to widen our activity, and in this
activity, with the help and assistance of the leading committees and trade union
instructors, er Gommunist hrade usionists can become a real— class orgahiser,
a real leader

Furthermore, on the basis of conerete trade union work, the best
elements in the trade unions will become active, and the incentive and enthusiasm for
xme higher political work will grow, creating a rich field for Party recruiting, :
based on the corredét methods of recruiting; i.e. on the basis of working class
activity.

No Gommunist trade unionist should consider himself an isolated
unit, unimportant and impotent as a Party organiser, The problemof such a
Communist are working class problems which the Party must take and solve, otherwise
the Party cannot equip itself as a working class Party, as a vanguard Party.

Trade union instructors, edueating and assisting in the solution
of the problems of the separate, single isolated contacts in the trade unions,
are essential steps in Party organization, in breaking down Party isolation from
the masses, in overthrowing the policy of class collaboration of the reformist
leaders in the trade unions, in developing real trade union unity based on the
class struggle, and in preparing the basis consolidated mass action against capitalist
reaction in every form,

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE.
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REPORT OF: Det. Sergt. S. C- Browne.

RELATIVE TO: Affiliation of Trade Unions with Society for Closer Relations
with Russias

‘Vide attached’
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respectfully report that this @s a matter which had not advanced past the
Sdiscussiion or suggestion stage. Enquiry shows that C.P. members in the
QSociety for Closer Relations with Russia propose to sponsor a remit to the
Meffect that the Society for Clé@ser Relations with Russia should ask the Trade
@QUnions to affiliate with the 8.C.R- In other words, the S.C.R, if the
‘pconmunists in the Society are successful in having their remit adopted)
proposes to approach the Trade Unions in the same manner as the Communist

arty has in the past approached the Labour Party asking for affiliation.
Son the face of it the remit is one which will get little hearing from the
Trade Union Movement generally, but ©C.P. members in the Unions are instructed
to give the matter their support, if the motion is brought forward at a

Ayeeting of whatever Trade Union the member happens to belong to.

Nhe other matter raised in) the report of MP followed on during the discussion
=on this proposed remit. Ian MITCHELL ( an ill-informed person) suggested that
the District Comnittee should approach the Leagtion of the U.S.5.R. etc.
Enquiry shows that the C.P. has not af any time received literature from the
guegstion of the U.S.S.R. and that the District Comnittee of the G-P. would
otake no notice of his saggestion. The suggestion that the C.P. should
Sepproach the U.5.S.R. legation and ask them to instruct the French Press
SService to supply literature is simply MITCHELL'S own idea, and all the
Bother suggestions and remarks on this subject were made by MITCHELL. The
District Committee of the C.P. will not take @@y notice of his suggestion,
pens as stated above enquiry shows that the C.P. has not at any time received ™
Biiterature from the Legation of the U.S.S.R.

=e attempt has yet been made to contact Trade Unions regarding affiliation
‘Owith the S.C.R. as the proposition has not been raised by the 0.P. in the;
BS-G.R- itself,

=
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MEMORANDUM for:

The Superintendent of Folice,

WELLINGTON.

AFFILIATION OF TRADE UNIONS WITH THE SOCIETY FOR CLOSER
RELATIONS WITH RUSSTA.

In his report of the 12th Jund{ says:-

"All members of the Communist Party who are members of Trade
Unions are instructed to give their fullest support in their
Unions, for the affiliation of the respective Unions to the

S.C.R. This affiliation question is being brought forward
by the S.C.R. and all Unions are being contacted along these
lines. All Communist Party members who are members of the 5.C.R.
are to form a fraction within the S.C.R. and try to gain

recruits for the Party. MITCHELL suggested that we should get
the District Committee to contact the USSR Legation and ask them
to instruct the French Press Service to supply the S.C.R. with
literature and propaganda on the USSR. This was considered a
good suggestion and it was thought that if we contacted the USSR
Legation through the District Office the Legation themselves
would supply literature."

Has any movement been made to contact Trade Unions concerning
the proposed affiliation with the Society for Closer Relations with
Russia?

Has anything been done on the lines suggested by MITCHELL that

the District Committee should contact the USSR Legation for the purpose
of getting literature and propaganda on the USSR for the Society for
Closer Relations with Russia? This is most important and any action
as the result of the suggestions made must be fully reported.

It appears to me that the report of [MJ to the effect that the
District Committee of the Communist Party approach the USSR Legation
and ask them to instruct the French Press Service to supply literature

and propaganda on the USSR to the Society, requires clarifying.

MM says "it was thought that if we contacted the USSR Legation
through the District Office the Legation themselves would supply

literature." Has the Party on any occasion received literature
from the USSR Legation?

Please have this given immediate and careful attention.

(Signed). sesesscccsoecass
Commissioner of Police.
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WELLINGTON, C.1,

23rd June, 1947.

MEMORANDUM for:

The Rt.Hon. the Prime Minister.

COMMUNIST PARTY PAMPHLET "TAKE HOME ANOTHER £1 TO MUM",
 

The attached pamphlet is part of the Communist Party

propaganda for a wage increase of £1 a week for trade unionists.

The author of the pamphlet is Douglas Murdoch Martin, an active

member of the Communist Party for many years.

Martin is Secretary of the Auckland Plasterers' Union

and assistant Secretary of the Auckland Carpenters’ Union.

He is editor of the "Union Record" and has written articles

for the "N.Z. Labour Review" on the question of the arbitration

system and its reform,

He was born at Christchurch on the 2th October, 1903.

He commenced his career as a journalist. He was then 4

Presbyterian Minister. Barly in the war he was a pacificist.

His activities brought him before the Wellington Supreme Court

on two charges of publishing a subversive statement (Public

Safety Emergency Regulations), and on the 18th July, 1940 he was

sentenced to 6 months' imprisonment on each charge, cumulative.

He was released on license on the 14th of March, 19/4.

In the middle of 1941, Martin switched from organised

pacifism, at least his attitude changed swiftly when Germany

invaded Soviet Russia, to become quite militant and spoke at

public meetings on behalf of aa to Russia.

Martin did not seem embarrassed by the fact that only a

few weeks before publicly demanding more and more military aid

to Russia (and not for the British Commonwealth of Nations) he

$F naa followed his pacifist pursuits in addressing a meeting of The

we Fellowship of Conscientious Objectors.
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Martin was one time President of the New Zealand

Left Book Club. It is reported that Martin was expelled

from membership of the New Zealand Labour Party; if this

is true you probably already have some information concerning

him.

In 1947'Martin was elected to the Auckland Trades

Council of the Federation of Labour. He is on the Apprentices

Committee.

The Communist Party has now launched a Dominion wide

appeal for £1,500 for a fighting fund. In his appeal for

funds published in the "Peoples Voice" of the 4th June, Vic.

Wilcox, campaign organiser, says : "The campaign against the

communists is on because the New Zealand reactionaries and

their hangers-on have realised the growing strength of our

party as a force in the New Zealand Labour Movement. "!

It would appear from the article quoted that the

Communist Party intends to issue further pamphlets as “an

offensive against re-action".

os)
Commissioner of Police.
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“DOMINION Dated lOth. June 1947.

“Prime Minister a
Launches Attack
On Communists

Forecasts Labour Discipline Of
Trouble-Makers In Industry
Denouncing trouble-makers and Communists, who, he said,

employed disruptive tactics, the Prime Minister, Mr. Praser, told
the Labour Party conference yesterday;

“We won't abandon ship.. If the choice ever lies between
carrying on and applying discipline, or turning our backs onall cause they are your problems as
that we haye achieved, andthe interests of the people, then we will as ming We will be traits toot
apply discipline, and we will look to the Labour movement to SEeeorreartURLOGe
Stand! four-square with us in this responsibility, if and when we aoe KE to endanger our work tnd
face it.” progress, We don’t want any muddle

Mr. Fraser, who spoke for more than an hour, strongly attack- minded) ‘miniature Mussolinis os

ed the Communist Party, for what he described as disruptive Naughty balf-witted: Hitlers ty

tactics by a small number, designed to advance some sort of a

  

BNO WESCHGA oF The Community bas:
a right to hold fip this surge of pro-

gress. We won't abandon ship, if

the choice ever lies between carrying

on and applying discipline, and tura-

ing our backs on ail that we ;baye

achieved, and the interests of. the

people, we will apply dl line, and

we look to the Lubour movement 10

stand fonr-square with) as in this re

spousibiliiy if aud when we face it:

“fp would be blind if 1 did not see

“these problems, L-would be losincere
if 1 did nor state tiem, to: you, b

  

  

cwuutry. We are not afraid to fice

dificult situtions, and are reitdy 10

march onwards, steadily forward to
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Communisti¢ revolution, and said that they themselves admitted
their action was political and not industrial
Mr, Fraser said that New Zealaud (~«

had to face-up to the realifies of
econoinics, The stage of mere propi-
gaida liad passed. ‘The margin of
subsidies \yas rapidly disappearing, be
said, ind, referring to wages, he point-
ed out that prices overseas bad tn-
creased enormously bechuse poorly-
puld workers were today receiving
higher wages thau they bad ever be-
fore been paid
“Why do these few people, the Con

~™amanists) Poliiug a few Wundred. votes,
thy, to create djscontent and a resort
to direer aetion?” asked Mr. Fraser,
“It is because they don't belong to’
the New Zealand Labour moyement.
WUey are not in sympathy With Its
ideals, nud they are not workiig for
the purty or the Government 1 ain
mot reflecting on them, for they are
the first to admit it and to sag openly
tbat they are out to cuuse disruption
by taking demands and causing ali
sorts of difficulties for a political pur-
pose, 1 don't speak their langunge,
Vul T know that bold-ups are eaayed
by them and then used ty the Tories.

‘Same Policy Elsewhere,

“1 want sou to ponder on this, for
it is tle sime policy the same people
are adopting tn every country im the
wyorld, lucindjng Hritaln aud Austra
Jig. 1 buve n0 imessuge for those ¢luiia
tug to) be of our bousehuld bur who
colspire against us, We have a Lab-
our Goyernnent tn this country, aud
the coroperution between that Goyern:
ment and the Bederation of Labour
hits been as close us it could be. We
wint that to continue, and the whole
moyement, hidustrial and political, to
miireh forward in an unbroken line.”
The names “blucklegs” and “scabs”

we nol the prerogative of trouble-
makers, said Mr. traser, ‘Chey were
novsucred ‘nor sucresnnt, If theymvere,
Hilirled qlout ic was unecessary to Lok
sendewsee who were the
“Dhickitgs" and “stabs"—to see who
they were and to, identify them before
the people tint all might recognise
them,
"We are all ove and most go for

ward in Hne so that all may benetiie
We cnii see dhe group trying 10 break
that line’ to secure temporary adyaue
tages for- themselves at a great cust
to thelr fellows, ¥
“My duty as leader of tte purty,

aud as Prine Minister, is to come be-
fore you and state tbe position. We
believe in democracy. We believe what
has betn done is worth saying. Jtst
look av thé resnits. Salaries and wages
have brought added money tno. the |
homes of the people, three) thnes as
great fs when we came into oflice.
Social Secnrity has’ gone yp 15 times.
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the goa} of our idea’ Mr, riser

added.
Address By Mr. Roberts.

The president of the party, Mr

James Roberts, in his opening address;

sald that although Labour's opponents

had wade uitel of the Industrial dis-
putes lately occurring ty New Zen
land there were {ii fact fewer stop
poges and less industrial trouble dur-
ing the war period and since in this
Deminien than Ib any other country.
The Labour movement of New Zea-

iand had a very definite responsibil:
iy iu this matter, said Mp, Roberts,
So far Labour bad not been able to
solve the problem, of industria} wp:
vest, but le appealed to delegates to
bring tntelligeuce and commonseuse to
bear upon the problem, at this con-
ference, for industrial dispntes threat
ened) to destroy all that Labour bud
ecvoniplished for the workers,

If we wanted peace abrond the first
Joh was to establish harmony at home,
and there was no logical renson why
tais could not be aecomplished. While
qavstions affecting iidnstrial matters
were the business of the Federation
of Lationr, the fact remained that
when Industrial disputes of ‘any mitg-
nitude took place the party was, willy-
nilly, involved,
he Labour Government liad “by.

legislation given the industrial organi-
sations their proper place in’ society,
Ht had gnaranteed full émployment:
and provided n guarantéed wage and
inroved living standards for the)
Workers, If had blazed the track for
other countries in social legislation
bot it had not been able to solve the
problem of Industrial wrest and in-
distrial disputes whieh might bave
the effect of destrovtng all that had
‘eon aecomplished,

Calm Consideration.
Jould not this conférence be a weet

‘es house where the qnestion’ could
oe copsidered calmly, and the intelli:
veuce of delégites applied so thut tie
préblem could be solved in a common- |
sense manner? Could they establish
an organisation or method by which
anyreal grievances which wight exist
could be adjusted without recourse
to ‘ock-onts or strikes?
The Government had atrendy pro-

sidid the means by which most indus-
tral disputes could be adjusted, and
to “he ordinary person it would ap
peas the commonsense thing to nse
those avenues, for experience had been
that even when direct action was
taken, negotiations between employers
‘and workers must tuke place before
the dispute was settled.
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“NZ.Trath,”‘Wednesday, May21,1947—Page 8 —

COMMUNIST STRENGTHINNZ
LONDON(International News Service) —The Com.
munist Partytodayclaimsa memb: [2,692,000
in 68 countries outside Russia. In ad , there are 11
oe where theparty has sone under-2000 MEMB

yund andfigures are not revealed. New
Pond has 2000 members and Australia
25,000. The complete listing, obtained by International News
National Headquarters of the English Communist Party inLondo:
most detailed survey of Communist strength yetrevealed.

Detailed World Survey,

 

  

  

     

  
     

IT it bemusi AeS

feeaseeaPeres
the full picture.

Ceylon,
aa ceria; ae

g B
a
a

8 
tees Sweden, the Communist strength
is given as only 46,000, but they won
paceaeathe ta peta ilelec~

us.is officially 5Boon vefheerateeeue. Doleof fa
jotes in.

latectiare ‘and.now Tasi15. Seatsoe babaes

In Erance,|the official membership

aea he aia, rte
gistered as mmunists, but

eeetew ho! seats in
mieht and have four Cabinet Minis:

Great Britain has only 43,
bers, and thepi received asa

uties ‘and have four Cabinet port-| | g:

 

  

It shouldbe noted that,in the —
case of Britain, Communists did i

| not oppose Eubor candidates
    

second with68/00.
wherethe race against{he Con- anaes nile: eeone
‘seryative candidatewas likely to oeena re]
beclose,
‘This policy of sy porting Socialists!Bly araseineeyep netticas

followed in anes “whereeeeis

 

 

frequen Estes.
bers in Norway ee aecle i

they have 60000 menibers endHoldVi members andFY caeteen an ceariaeaties
Pana it Wwian coun!

Sane, nee pou ee circueven 3
are only 28,000_

 

‘and 6 representatives in,
fed |aliament™about one-third of the

‘There are 1,576, PnIanol
the Soviet aehen Germany

 

in theerpeneral election. ‘They have)
four in Parliament and one
oneMinister.sare In’ consider

able Cosentnin remainingcoun:
eeinOe which, are’Se

as coming wilpore thin theSovi
7othinfiuerice,

of00,0aaninalastciestase flee:

Bid"po i‘ieessaon ‘tieless e |sara Gat diet oelertest,fheeterhaio alityis
ballot.

 

"America. anid hay votes in thegen

[olay
AP

n South:
pressive foothold in each of the 18
major countries. — Fy ty “4



“NEW ZEALAND TRUTH" Dated lth. May 197. Anxfh,/s 7,

     
   SIGNIFICANT of

Union Sec. the ayerage tradeunionist is a 137
decent citizen who does not [o(

/ want to bedragged along at the

Hits paare heels of apack of irresponsible and |
- crafty Communists is a fearless and

outspoken report by the Sec etary of the N.Z. FederatedSaddlers,

Canyas Workers, Riggers and Related Trades Unions. The report, ~

hic rdat the annual meeting of the Association, is |

  

  

 

  

   

 

page aCeago, }
insidiou: ‘menace of Commun-

responsible: trade !
union thought fo the dangerous ele+
peng in their midst.

5aeis ot

    

   
 

 

  

  

wWalue of the
SEaaatae of Ih
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bs CHINERY FOR serr-|{0 an indusLING ALL DYSPUTES INDUS.) mobilisation of all ind
WRIALLY ARE AMPLE AND ADE-|{0tthat. p}
UATE, BUL IGNORED, AND false

WHE SERVICES, OF ‘THE|Influence,” forget
FEDERATIONOfGP LABOR AND| Pinion is a pow

© Wdustrial! pressure: ait (contri: |THE GOVERNMENT” ARE, ais. management and
es Itsquote fami uc-|REGARDED. SUCH AGTIONS| °F, nation,
m_ of consumab)fee has a/SAVOR, OF INDUSTRIAL IN-|,,2be total 6

eee PUP RieD RrOEe SRE wea atie“The 40-hour week and sts appll-| XiSBiion dy; demand enforced NATIONAL ECONOMIC CHAOS, opinion. fs,exp)
¢s cy. Indus" Workers’ whi, have’ staged strikeslseremnne “Une of thi
Maes eaea stoppages during the year, pentanen be allowed to eeape

hybusiness. to ‘mation,nid aluopde tacts sera eh ee in thostnias Het! bearinwardenipsby
meat to the Goverament the |ddtined and whatever tits inne Cl Metal ok AeDbaTe Tor essentialine
MOETYs gS Thay be, they. were ‘at that,EasIne dustries?

D«sitting in the shadows of the past Rae in’ Germany and
ars HanDenes: ner dsces in Italy were born on theinch i

Ge eldatidgrew to be Intolerant, blood-|
monsters. Public’ 63 as

the Govern-

aeu becameshackled ae aaa
tic ‘chariots
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ve) “NEW ZEALAND HERALD!

At Lt WI. Ws

TS

MAY GAINGROUND
COMMUNIST PARTY

TRADE “UNION MOVEMENT

POSITION IN NEW ZEALAND
Roundly defeated at the poll last

November, the New Zealand Communist
Party is nevertheless gaining, an in-
creasing infltence in the trade union
movement out of all proportion to its
numerical following. Holding fewer area
meetings and outdoor public meetings, |
the party seoms to be concentrating in
the industrial field, with results that
are disconcerting to ‘orthodox Labour
union leaders, who resent the new
militants, ;

_ Widely divergent views ‘were gained’
from a large section of lstiaily well-
informedmen ina recent strvey of
Communist” ‘activity made by the
Henapp, bit one common opinion
emerged, Trade union secretaries, other
leading unionists, business men, educa-
honists, liberal inteJectuals, former
servicemen and consciéntious objectors
all held without hesitation that there
hud heen sufficient evidence during and
since the war to showthat the party's
frst allegiance was not to this count

Apathy of Average Worker
_ Astlie Communists haye chosen the
industrial field as theground of combat,
observers feel that it isonly withinthe
trade tmions tliat the foreignideology

| can snevessfully be fought. Confident
that the growth of Communist influence
Springs from the apathy of the syonnae
worker toward his union affairs, trade
union leaders claim that the stop-work
meeting, however: unpalatable it might

to the employers, is the atest
anti-Communist factor i NewZealand
today. as it ensnres a full attendance
und a democratic vote: Communists.
they say, will attend onion meetings
outside working hours with a missionary
fervour, while many other workers are
reluctant to lenye their homes after
the day's work. At those mectings the
Communists adopt their party's line and
report on the meeting and their own

  

Dated

Determination toHelp Russia

This about-facer showed a lack
moral absolutes and basic. principles,
and he felt that the conscientioils ob-
jJectors lind been used only for the
party's ends. It pasatbarine that the
party's policy was in t
time by oversenssevents and Russia's
international relationships: Hehad put
this’ belief to friend, prominent: in
the New Zealand Communist Party.
This’ friend, a sincerean, with admir-

 

 

our oriterion. li she sui 5
people of other nations will follow heb.
erefore we are determined to do ali

we can-to hel f

leading Communists urged the ~defer-
ment of claims for conditions aud wages
ilaring ai all-out war effort to assist
Russia, and said the workers would
then be in a: better position to Ree
their claims after the war, the militant
Labour tion leaders argued that the
claims were for the minimum essen-
tials for the welfare of the workers,
who at uo time would be stronger’ than
during the. w: In one prominent
Auckland union, where the leading
Communist is still highly regarded) as
a worker aud union executive by the
employers, this wartime dispute Te
solved. itself into a contest for presi-
dential office: The militant Labour
leader was re-elected
majority.

Rejection of Overtures

Labour anion lenders aresure the
party, by tive industrial tactics, |
iy endeavouring to embarrass the
Government. Overtures from the Com-
munist Party for unity have heen re-
jected by the labour Party. Thewnion
Tenders say that sometimes it has
seemed that the Communists are pre-
pared to protong a nearly-settled in-

 

with @ clear

 
 

There have been instances of indus-
tria} strife following independentaction
by. small sections of unions, :

Works Department's schooners Tagua
and New Golden Hind, because of the | t
wages paid to the native crews, was
taken independently of the New Zea- actions to the party,

The ‘Penalty’’ of Loyalty
Tn any discussion off Communism in

New Zenland it is necessary to di
tiate between “known Commitists,
or party members, and the sympa-
thisers, generally known as “fellow
travollers.’’ The word Communist is
Frequently used loosely as a tern of
reproach, just as.loosely as.the term

    

    

 

   

   

   
  

Fascist is ied often by ©
munists “opponents. Fellow
travel bo a more disruptive
element than “known” Communists. as

 

not bow in any way to party
Surprisingly enough, there |
ma the party ate Aine

 

 

   
  

     

   

 

ine have been ex)

as a tra
loyalty to o one master—the union.
which. employe r and wasexpelled
from the party. : |
Ons man i Sae durin es |

survey. i eincereconscientious objector,
whovadinitted lie had worked with Sen |
niunist Party membi in su °
activities in the early _pate
Second World War, said th:« int some
“fellow travellers” followed 0 closely
the currentpurty policy thathi (pas
convinced there was a orship. This man said thathe and his
friends were dismayed to find that when
Russin was invaded and. it ne a
“holy war'’ the conscientious objectors
were not only cESpred by the New
Zealand Communist Party but were

  
  

   attacked byit.

  land Seamen's Union, Communist in-
(8a ‘\ i
nucleus to maintain an organi
capable of taking n leadin a time

on

enteds Sistie \oarand Avckland whet
seanien’s eanie was priblished. The
New Zealai
formation from
Union of Seamen that the agreement
was most satisfactory. No action wasable qualities, who was killed fighting it

in Tealy, replied in this strain: ‘We are AKI
working for world sociajism, Russia is 5:

of Communists in
of the Auckland

Russia.” meceae years Cominunists ave made

a fairlylarge body Sf executive oth
who are not Communists. :

votes out of a total of al
Seee
y the party *'
aptclare character.”

ronly from adversity dec
by Conmmunist success in’ partsofthe

| }tradeunion movement today. In ‘an
era when. duultenceand ‘n disregard for

constitntional pi b
allowed
Jerders. say) that:
winning followersbytheir suo
gaining concessionsfor work:
men who were jnilitané in the ¢
when it was personally “costly res
the new militants who, if anytltiogs
are enhancing the secitrityof their

dustrial dispute simply for the sake’of

|

iobs,
dispute. m

vietim

an [eurvey Teles |thats CeThe action in holding up. the Public caine) the influence in New Zealand. ¥

(the May 19476

 

 

of See being a factor. This unjon also
bt

describ
tives of. «
to organise discontent among seamen

corks fast recently when en,
is theniselves as representa-
thé Communist Party, started

 

  

British overseas sine in’ Welling-
ie new Britis

id inion obtained cabled in-
the British National

aken by the British seamen here, but
were held up in Australia, Tt is

dificultto determine the exact ratio
ie 15 office holders
rades Council! In

ds for and haye gained substantial‘This outlook caused a_cleaya, fF a Ef The - be
tween Communistsandmilitant Uabonr hoe eresHONSone ann
union leaders during the war. While munist. Party. There is still, however,

“Givil Service and Parliamont
There is little yidence of Com-
nists holding key Roe, in’ the

ivil Service, Nor on the figures of the
last election is there much change of
their being represented in Parliament,
Three Communist candi ‘
Archhill, Island Bay and Christchurch
Central electorates polled calaes

oh

dates in the

4 bout 3were spacia
“becanse at th

 

  

aiate Tic

munism sprin,mn a! ttie belief
mz expl

ait Ce

  

a

re bei!
ates Taboustoy pay, @.

ie Communistsa1  
   

for the employer dare not dis-
atseberatan for fear’ of cries of

HOD. ves ape A
‘Few peop! roaclied during the.
Se releanecostay

   

   

acl

of chaos.

s viewed
inarised as follows:

Points made by the people inter:
in the survey can sum-

 

 

 

+ (1) Communist ains in, the indus-
trial field spring from the apathyof
many workers toward their union
ATS.

‘trade union moyement Of the inroad
being made by

(2) Thereis a consciousness in the

   
theCommunists.
union Movement is the

  (3) ‘Phe tri
ground on which the Communists Gan

 

between
| sympathisers,

(Most successfully be fought.
(4) Communist policy isinfluenced by |

overseas events.
Care: must be taken fo) discern

“known” Communists and
the Jntter often being

|the ‘more militant type.
(6) If unchecked Communism in NewPeart could reneh the proportions it

Has attained in Australian trade
inionism.
 

k
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NOT only have those men re-
mained silent, but of equal im-
ortance is the strange re-

| luctance of the leaders of the
great Labor moyement to come

| ont into the open and brand
Communism as a menace to the
people of the country and a
hreat to democratic goyern-
ment,

THSIR failure to take positive
action to combat Communism js

incredible. The Labor press through~
lout New Zealand realises full well
\that Communism 4s white ant-eat-
ling, industrial unionism, but here
\egain no attempt is made in the
columns of those newspapers to ex=
{pase this graye threat: from within

e unions and the labor movement
itself.
Such tacit acceptance of Com-

munism is all the more extraordinary
when viewed in the ht of the
traditional antagonism of the Lakor
|Party as expressed each year at the
annual conference, when overtures
by the Communist Party for affilia-
jton have been summarily rejected.
| It would scem to suggest that
| those whose duty it is expose
| frenchantly ‘the culprits are

frightened to do so.

| The Australian Labor Party in the
past several months has been com-
\peuew to take action. The Labor
|Party and industria] “union leaders
lin Australia, alarmed by the
strength of the Communists and the
key pyceitions they hold, have de-
|elared war in an attempt to eradi-
leate’ or, at any rate, contro] the
Imenace. Contrast this with New
Zealand, where organisations and
\industrial leaders whose very exist-)
ence is imperilied by a threat Work- |
ing from within, and motivated! from

f Ty, remain silent

  
outside the count
and deprive the workers of the
leadership and guidance they have
every fe it to expect.
So indifferent’ is the Labor press

of New Zealand’ to what is taking
lace that they waste precious space |
in which to rant unconvincingly|
about the battle as Between “en-!|
trenched capitalism” 1
unionism, whose rights, they nes)
\claim, capitalism is bent ‘on. stifiing.|

There is a ach Sereaming for the!
lattention, calling for courage and
intelligent leadership, They appear)
strangely -reluctant to tackle it.)
Neither Labor leaders nor the Labor)
press have declared with blunt
candor that, Communism cares not
one jot or tittle for the rights of
trades unions or the well-being of
trade unionists,
Those who peddle the pernicious

doctrine care even less for the pro-|
gress; prosperity and real welfare of}
this “country and its people. “Com-
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mupism is a wholly disruptive force;
it knows no allegiance to the con-
stittitional elements within the coun-
try, It is destructive in the eco-
nomic: source:

Communism grows and ex-
pands on the apathy of the
general worker, who, like so
many men in other walks of life,
will not attend meetings of their -
union or organisation when offi-
cers are to be elected or matters
of policy are to be determined.
The Communists are fanatically

determined, They organise then!
‘selves in full force. at, they lack
in numbers compared with the total
strength of the creauisaboD: they
more than make up for by their at-
tendance at all meetings. They are
a veritable spearhead in attack.” The
moderates’ and the apathetic awake
to the danger only when the harm
has been done.
Communism is dividing the

warisere Communi;lerever Communism has reared
its ugly head, there have followed in-
evitably serious disturbances, indus-

Dated :7th.s May 197

“N.Z. Truth,” Wednesday,

May 7, 1947—Page 14
 

 

WHY ARE LEADERS SILENT?
Insidious Cancer Of Communism

FOR how long are the genuine trade unionists going to tolerate the cancer of Com-
munism in their midst? Leaders of industrial unionism, who were once leaders in
fact as well as in name, are now finding themselves being pushed out into the wilder-
ness by the concentrated organisation and attack of men whose loyalty is certainly
not to their own country or the well-being of the whole of the workers.

trial unrest, strikes, stoppages, go-
slow, disregard’ for law and order.

What_is lacking today, and is

eagerly awaited “by many

thousands, is an inspiring and
courageous lead in a crusade to

eradicate Communism; remove

from certain trade unions the

paralysing grip of this insidious

menace with its _concomitants

of fear and suspicion of unionist

against fellow-unionist,

The time has arrived for the Goy-
ernment, the moderate and loyal
trade union elements and the Labor
pe to ee With all those for whom

itish Hberty and freedom are more
than mere names and so actively
assist in destro; an evil cancer
which, if not destroyed, will itself

 

 

 

 destroy us and all the good things
that modern civilisation stands for.
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28th April, 1947.

The Rt.Hon. the prime Minister.

AUCKLAND TRADES COUNCIL OF FEDERATION OF LABOUR =
1947 ELayOF OFFICERS - COMMUNIST PARTY CONTROL.

 

al panes for the executive of the Auckland
‘Trades Gounet of the Federation of Labour have recently been
held. officepulolders elected ten are known to
te acme ofoptne Communist | There is little change
from last year and the Councilfeta, therefore, remain under
Communist control. The elected membersof the

Trade Union Secretary and
member of the Communist Party.
Vice Presidentof the Auckland
Branch of the Waterside Workers
Union and Chairman of the
National Executive of the
Communist Party.

Minute = CHANDLER, F.C. Secretary Chelsea Sugar Workers
Secretary Union and Devonport Steam Ferry

Employees Union.

Council are :-

Apprentices Committee
Legislative Ss
Committee - VT: ° Printers Union.

Executive - KELLEHER,William P. Delegate N.Z. Workers Union.

Executive and Secretary Engineers Union and
Apprentices MACKIN, John Member of the Communist
Committee = Party.

Apprentices Secretary Carpenters and
Committee —- ARTIN Plasterers Union and member of

urdo the Communist Party.

Executive - MATTHEWS,Lawrence Secretary Drivers Union.Although
Gerald not known to be a member of tks

Communist Party he follows the
Party line.

Executive - MITCHELL,John Waterside Workers Union and
Disputes Board James member of the Communist Party.

Legislative MULLER, Frederick Organiser of Drivers Union and
Committee - Daniel a member of the Communist Party.
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Disputes POTTER, Trevor John Secretary of Labourers Union
Board Patrick and member of the Conmunist

v-y Alt, Party.

&. Amalgamated Society of Railways

Servants and a member of the

: ar G Executive - REID,Leonard Walter Chairman Otahuhu Branch
¥ J Seott

Communist Party. 



f _xecutive - SMITH, Lawrence Eric Priestley President of Tanners and
ji Fellmongers Union.

Executive - SPECK, Alfred Otto Ex President Tramways
Union and member of the
Communist Party.

Vice Presidant- WHITLOW, Edward Alick Secretary of Tramways
Union and Workers
Representative on Railways
Tribunal and Member of
Communist Party.

PARTY PENETRATION.

The penetration of the Communist Party into Trade Unions
is, of course, nothing new. The Communist Party has always
described itself as the vanguard of the working class in the fight
against the exploiting class and it follows that it is the task of
Party members working in trade union organisations to secure the
leadership of them so that they can be brought under the political —
guidance of the party. The Party member in a trade union, therefore,
gives his first obedience to the Party. All Party members_in. 2a
organisation come under the direction of the Party and work as one ;
unit with a Common policy. The purpose of this is obviously twofold
- (a) To draw the organisations into support of every day grievances “
or current campaigns organised by the Communist Party and (b) the J
long term purpose of organising for the purpose of securing control.

 

This is of course a matter of tactics - following the line
that in so far as they were successful they would strengthen the
Party Leadership in the Labour Movement and support won on a
particular issue might be converted gradually into support on any J
issue. io ta

Office in a Trade Union does not appeal to the average : i
worker, it seldom brings much popularity and involves the. sacrifice 4
of much leisure. Members of the Communist Party appear to be
fanatically devoted to their cause and are apparently instructedby f
the Party to put themselves forward for office no doubt in order to
increase their personal leadership and to get control of the union :
organisation. The Party member with the support of a highly i
trained organisation as against the apathy of the average unionist
has an advantage that no other candidate will possess. The result,
which is important, is becoming more apparent in the post war policy
of the Party, is that by his willingness to accept office and the ys
aid of his Party, members of the Communist Party exercise intrade
unions an influence out of all proportion to their relative numbers
as a whole.
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POST WAR POLICY. a

The alliance of anti-fescist forces which commenced about _ x
1935 is still apparent in the post war policy of the Communist. Party.
The monopolists and privileged classes are branded as Fascist and_
continue to be the target of the propaganda department of the P ee 4

 

  In pre-war years it was clearly recognised by the ‘Comm
Party that there was an imminent prospectof war either between ,
fascism and the democratic powers or byan alliance ofeectet
powers against the Soviet Union. The view was expressed ‘that,
even if the war started as a war betweenrival imperialisms, the
warring powers wouldat some point catupeneyihets(atieee and
switch the war against the Soviet Union.
was todefend the Soviet Unionas the sole hopeOf 6
against fascistdomination. ‘That this. is. still the
aimis quite apparent. That ‘theallegiance of the
in NewZealand is first and foremost: .

Si ee selene demonstratedin t
: akof rar the Communi
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their pre-war efforts to organise in a United Front against
Fascism. In 1939 and 1940 and until Germany attacked Russia
the Communist Party did all it could to frustrate our war
effort. The Party reversed its policy when the Soviet was
attacked and it then became a war against Fascism. It was
the victory of the Soviet rather than that of the United
Nations which received their approbation.

Today everything that strengthens the Soviet Union is
regarded by the Party as strengthening the working class through-
out the world. That they may be expected to uphold the interests
of the Soviet Union at the expense of what others would regard as
their own National interests I think was clearly shown by the
following newspaper report of February, 1946 which I now quote :

"N.Z. POLICY TO SOVIET

Communist Leader's Criticism.
Auckland,February 15.

The Communist Party will support the Labour Government
at the forthcoming General Election, said Mr.A.
Drennan, chairman of the New Zealand Communist Party's
national conference which opened tonight.
Mr.Drennan presided over an attendance of about 450.
Mr.Drennan said hostility displayed by Mr.Bevin and
Mr.Fraser toward the Soviet Union at the United
Nations conference was noted by New Zealand Communists
with displeasure. It was time New Zealand had some
Communist members in Parliament. The conference
would investigate the possibility of nominating a
number of candidates to stand at the General Election.
Mr.Drennan's remarks were supported by several other
speakers, a11 of whom emphasized that it would be the
party's first objective to secure the return to office
of the Labour Party. At the same time, it was proposed
to preserve a critical attitude towards some of the
Government's economic measures, specially toward its
foreign policy as expressed by Mr.Fraser."

That the chief loyalty of the Communist Party is not to
this country and those who are genuinely seeking social progress
through parliamentary procedure is amply demonstrated by a study
of the activities of the Party throughout the Dominion. It is
my considered opinion that placed in any position of trust they
will put their loyalty to the Communist Party first. The placing
of these individuals in positions of responsibility in the Labour
Movement should, I suggest, be guarded against where possible, as
it not only assists them in obtaining that cloak of respectability
but the resultant increase in recruits and following will strengthen
the Party claim to affiliation in the Labour Movement.

pln
Commissioner of Police.
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The Sub. Insp. Dets.

Of the total of 15 office
holders elected 10 are known at this
office to be members of the Communist
Party.

These ten are as follows -

DRENNAN,
WHITLOW,

| ASHTON,
MITCHELL,
MACKIE,

ID,
 Brcx,
| RTIN,

TTER,
SULLER. | & j

Senr. Det.
24.4.47.
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of the total of 15 office
holders elected 10 are known at this
office to be members of the Communist
Partye

These ten are as follows -

DRENNAN,
| WHITLOW,
| ASHTON,
| MITCHELL,
| MACKIE,
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NEW_ZEALAND POLICE (32
 

Special Branch,
Auckland Detective Office,

23rd April 1947.

REPORT of Detective sergeant R.Jones No. 3272

relative to COMMUNIST PAKTY activities in Auckland, Communists
elected to the AUCKLAND TRADES COUNCIL,

I respectfully report that the annual elections of the
AUCKLAND TRADES COUNCIL were recently held in Auckland, The results
show little difference from the election of last year and which was
reported on by me on 26,4.46, Comparision with the report referred to
shows that known Communists have maintained their positions and the
Council will therefore remain under Communist control,

Following is the result of the election,

A PRESIDENT: Alexander DRENNAN, unopposed. Vice President of Auckland
Branch of Waterside Workers Union and chairman National
Executive of the Communist Party, S.H.sheet' forwarded,

5 vice-Pres, Edward Alick WHITLOW, unopposed, Secretary Tramwaymens
Union and workers representative on Railwaymens Tribunal.
S.H sheet forwarded.

Secrebary: Walter ASHTON, unopposed. Well known Trade Union Secret-
ary and Communist.S,H sheet forwarded,

. Minute F.C,CHANDLER, secretary Chelsea Sugar Workers Union and
' Secretary : Devonport Steam Ferry Employees Union. Not known to be

a member of the Communist Party and has not previously
come under notice at this. office,

EXECUTIVE: / Lawrence Gerard MATTHEWS, Secretary Drivers Union, Not
known to be a member of the Communist Party but follows
the Party "line", Previously reported on from this off-
ice,

7John dames MITCHELL, Waterside Workers Union. 5.H Sheet
forwarded.

.John M&@KIE, Secretary Engineers Union, S.H sheet for-
warded,

> Wilfiam P.KELLEHER, delegate N.Z Workers Union. Not
known to be a member of the Communist Party.

-y X&~ Leonard Walter Scott REID, Chairman Otahuhu branch Amal-
gamated Society of Railway Servants. S.H sheet forwarded,

‘ Alfred Otto SPECK, recently deposed President Tramway-
mens Union. S.H sheet forwarded.

yY~ Lawrence Eric Preistley SMITH, President Tanners and
Fellmongers Union. Previously reported on from this off-
ice. Not known to be a member of the Communist Party.
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Apprentice-
ship Committ-Douglas Murdoch MARTIN, secretary Carpenters and Plast-
ee. ers Unions. Member of Communist Party. 5.H sheet for-

, .warded,
-* §$, DAVISON, Printers' Union. Not known to be a member of

the Communist Party and has not previously come under
notice at this office.
Also elected to this Committee is John MACKIE referred to
above.

Disputes
Board : ‘y Trevor John Patrick POTTER, Secretary Labourers Union.

S.H sheet forwarded.
Mitchell referred to above is also a member of this
committee,

_. Legislative
yoyCommittee : Frederick Daniel MULLER, organiser Drivers Union.S.H

The Senior sheet forwarded,
| Detective Davison referred to above was ss member of this

Special Branch, committee, A; J

Gk. Singh Fa,
onsRynatee = a esunnin.
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~ COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN TRADE UNIONS.
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The Sub. Insp. Dets.

Respectfully noted.

The annual elections for the
executive of the Auckland Trades
Council of the Feceration of Labour
have just recently been held.
I am informed that once again the
Communist Party has obtained complete
control, the whole of the Party bloc
nominated being elected. I believe
that only two are not members of the
Communist Party. A list of the
office holders and committee will be
forwarded as soon as they are
obtained,but there 1s little change
from last year.

21.4.47. Senr. Det. |
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Report of _Senior-Detective E.A.Stevenson Ko, 2627

S. 47/57.

PHO
NEW ZEALAND POLICE

Special Branch,
Stetion__Detective Office,AUCKLAND.

pate 14 th April, 1947.

nalative to COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN TRADE UNIONS.

I respeettfully report that no information has
yet been obtained through secret and other confidential sources
about an alleged list of 25 Communist remits to Trade Union
members of the Party. The matter is being kept in mind.

The obteining of information along this line
is rendered more difficult by reason of the fact that
beeause of his occupation the Department's source of information
has no direct trade union contact.

The secret report from Wellington quoted in the
Commissioner's memorandum is not entirely correct, as there
was no Easter Conference of the Labour Party or of the
Federation of Labour. I understand that these conferences
are being held in June.

Every effort is being made in this matter,
but as yet it can only be reported thet no information at all

has been obtained in support of the correctness of the secret
reporte

The Inspector, Hets. hilees
AUCKLAND.

TheSe Senr. Det.

(H. 4 AT ;

pee
The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND.

A copy of the remits has been obtained in Wellington.
For your information. aay
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If any reply, please
quote this number :

Sel:7/57
POLICE DEPARTMENT.

 

31st March, 1947.

MEMORANDUM for:

 

The Rt.Hon. the Prime Mints
WELLINGTON.

 

COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITIES IN TRADE UNIONS.

Further to my memorandum to you of 28th March concerning
above, a copy of the remits issued by the Communist Party to
Trade Unions is forwarded for your information.

 

Encl: Commissioner of Police.
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+ That the Stabilisation Regulations in so far as they peg wages and prevent wage

increases be revoked including the immediate abolition of wage controls in any form,

2, That Price Fixation be made on the basis of prescribed standards drawn up by the
Standards Institute and compulsorily enforced by law.

3. That the National Council’ be instructed to draft immediately the necessary amend=
ments to the I,C, & A, Act to empower the Court to grant additional wage increased
based on inereased productivity of industry.

4, That the Conference demand that the Government submit in draft form all new labour
legislation to the National Executive of the Federation of Labour for endorsement or
otherwise,

5, That when a request is mde by a Union for investigation to be made in a workshop
or factory to the Industrial Hygiene Consultant to the Labour Department, a copy of
his report shall be given to the Union concerned,

6, That industry councils be established, comprising representatives of the Govern=
ment and workers, with statutory powers to co-ordinate the labour and materials in
each industry with the view of planning production of essential commodities by es-
tablishment of quotas to prevent luxury goods being produced at the expense of
necessities and, in certain cases, nationalisation; to ensure that all plant be
used to its fullest capacity consistent with Trade Union conditions; to ensure
that standards are maintained and that workers get an equitable share in the profits
they create,

7, That friendly assistance and comoperation be continued between the Federation of
Labour and the Public Service Association,

8, That the following be the wage policy of the Federation of Labour;

1. (a) A minimum weekly wage of £6,11,0, per week for all adult male workers.
(W.Z. This incorporates 11/- cost of living bonuses)

(b) All adult female workers shall be paid a weekly wage not less than 90%
of the adult male workers wage. Where the same work is performed men
and women the minimum rate for all workers shall be the adult male rate.

(c) In any such case where exemption may be granted from weekly provision
the worker shall be deemed to be a casual worker and (1) shall be paid
at a rote per hour equal to one fortieth of the weekly wage plus 25%.
(2) Such worker shall be cuaranteed a minimum of eight hours! pay at
such rete within the ordinary working hours each day upon which he is
engaged,

2, Application for a new standard wage pronouncement of weekly wages (1) as
follows :- (a) £6,10.0, for unskilled (2)

£7.2.6. for semi-skilled
£7.14.0. for skilled.

3. Amendment to I.¢. and A, Act:
To enable the Court when fixing wage rates to take into consideration the in-
ereased capacity to produce as well as the cost of living and then in a
general way and a particular way give effect to the principle that increased
production mist be reflected in improved living standards.

4, For an increase of all pensions, sickness and unemployment benefits from
£2 to. £3 per week, War pensions to be increased where necessary to place
beneficiaries in a relatively improved position,

9, That all daily or weekly guaranteed wages or annual salaries be based on the
hour week and not on overtime hours worked,

10, That the present taxation minimum of £200 be raised to £312.

ll. That no taxation be paid on overtime and other penal rates and allowances,

That the present method of imposing tax on tax be abolished. Note: At present income

Nana Lallanaeears acid ce cet thea ng GTO seta Lat ttn otal baer aie *
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nm wage tax deducted fromworkers! wages,

GHECK UP

12, That the National Executive present a report to Conference showing what steps
have been taken to carry out 1946 Conference decisions on remits 8 (Weekly Wage)
18 (Weekly Wage) and N.Z.L,P, 31 (Guaranteed Weekly Wage ) (See pages 35 & 38 of
the Gonference Report.

13. That the National Executive present a report to conference on the steps it has
taken to ensure that 1946 Conference decisions on Remits 25 (Survey of productive
capacity of industry ete.) and 28 (Worker participation in control of industry)
(See pages 25 1946 Conference Report) would be put into operation,

WU. In view of the failure of the Government to give effect to the 1946 Conference
recommendation on Remits 27 and 66 (Building utilisation committees to control
building permits) and 40 (Formation of a state housing corporation) (See 1946
Conference Report pages 14, 22 ard 26) ‘this Conference request the Prime Minister
to give an assurance that the Government will now undertake immediate steps to give
effect thereto,

15, In view of the failure of the Government to give effect in full to the 1946
Conference recommendation on remit ‘70 (State ownership of land, sea and air trans-
port and workers management) (See page 23, 1946 Conference Report), this Conference
request the Prime Minister to give an assurance that the Government will now under-
take immediate steps to give effect thereto,
Note: Further remits on nationalisation and workers’ participation in control
should arise from big industries concerned, e.g. Building (bricks, cement etc,)
Railways (worker control) ete.

16. Factories Act: That the Prime Minister be asked to explain why the Federation
of Labour amendments were not incorporated in the Factories Act and for an assurance

that the amendments be provided for in the coming session,

17. Amalgamations of Unions along lines of industry.
The National Executive will bring a report before Conference,
Remit: That the National Executive be instructed to convene Conferences of each
group of Unions affected with a view to bringing about amalgamations.

ORGANISATION

18, That the capitation fee be increased to V-.
Note: The present capitation is 9d, per memeber of affiliated Unions, Responsibilities
to the W.F.2.U. and the widening of the Federation of Labour activities make it
imperative that the capitation fee be increased, An increase of 3d. would give
additional income of £2,250 making a totel income for the National Office of £9,138
per annum,

19, That this Conference elect a committee of three to draw up a new Workers! Com-
pensation Act and submit same to the Government for implementation, :

WORKER FARMER UNITY

20, That with a view to evolving a joint programme to advance the interests of both
workers and working farmers, Conference instruct the National Council to appoint a

committee to carry out this work, Gonference further recommends all Trades Councils
to initiate regular meetings with farmers to examine our joint problems and develop
the closest conoperation,

FORBIGH POLICY

21, That Gonference call on the Government to adopt an independent, non-imperialist
foreigh policy based on unity between Britain, the U.S.S.R, and the U.S.A, in the
interests of peace, The granting of immediate and full independence for colonial

%
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peoples, the outlawing of the atomic bomb and all-round
international reduction of armaments, and the ending of
support for anti-working class forces throughout the world
to be essential parts of such policy.

ISLAND TERRITORIES

That this Cohference request the Government to have a majority of
elected representatives on the Cook Islands Legislative Council
and to have the Cook Island Amendment Bill further amended.
NOTH: Island Councils have recently been set up with a majority
of elected representatives. This does not apply to the Legislative
Council which consists of 21 members - ten to be chosen by Island
Councils, ten official members and the Resident Commissioner who
presides at all meetings and has a casting vote.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON, C.1. }
MEMORANDUM foree 28th March, 1947.

The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND.

COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN TRADE UNIONS.

In a Secret report of Communist Party activities in Wellington
it is stated:

"" Tt will be noted that the National Executive in Auckland has forwarded
a list of 25 remits to Trade Union members for the purpose of having
these remits passed by the various Trade Unions where the C.P. has a
majority, or at least is capable of getting the remits discussed and
passed, so that they will go forward to the Easter Conference of the
Labour Party as coming from the Trade Unions, ™

Please endeavour to have a copy of the remits prepared by the
Communist Party obtained as early as possible or information of the
activity of the Executive in this direction,

APaSGree oe a fea

Commissioner of Police
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From (source): ae Reference: - 47/56 . Date:.. 20 Mareh.. 1947...

For File No. _ 172/4,

Original on... .24/6/4

Received on Extracted/Gopied by eae! On... 24..5.04962
 

I attended the meeting of the Central Braneh of the Communist

Party held in the W.B.A, Lecture Room, Trades Hall, Vivian Street

this evening.

Those present were:- evecoccecell HUNTER, soesseeeesseeonerse

eee eeeeeeroeesrssoe

HUNTER gave a report that all C.P. members who are Union members

are to meet in the near future to discuss remite that are to be put

before the Federation of Labour and the Lebour Party Conference.

It is quite likely thet at a later date these remits will be discussed

at an Aggregate Meeting of the C.P.

tract overin eport by Det.Ser, $s Browne

It will be noted that G.P. members in industry who are Trade Union

members are expected to take an active part in having certain

Communist sponsored remits passed by their Unions for transmission

to and consideration by the forthcoming Federation of Labour Conference.

"Eg" who has separately reported on this matter states that there are

25 remits altogether, and he is endeavouring to obtain a copy of them.

These remits have been forwarded to the various Brenches by the

Wational Executive in Auckland. ©
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EXTRACT/COPY

From (source): eee, Reference: 46/200 Date: 31 October 19h6

For File No... 24/2/44

Original on... 24/6/14

Received on Extracted/@apied by Re On... 2A.0.5.21.962.....

 

I attended the meeting of the Central Branch of the Communist
Party held in the Watersiders Debating Club Rooms, 37 Courtenay Place
this evening.

Those present were:......+eW.HUNTER....

ene eee seccres

The rest of the time of the meeting was taken up with Study
Class, which was conducted by W.HUNTER, who spoke on the history of

Unionism in Great Britain, and how necessary it was for the workers

to have Unions and be able to organise to put forward demands and if
necessary use the strike weapon to gain those demands. It was most
necessary, said HUNTER, for the members of the C.P. to work within

the Unions and where able to gain control so as to be able to give a

lead when the workers were putting forward demands.



"AUCKLAND STAR" Dated 18th. dune 1916.

  



 

"DOMINION" Dated 14th. June 1946.
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EXTRACT/GOPY

From (source): Eee. Reference: 42/1045. Date: 9. December..19)2

For File No. 21/2/4

Original on. .... 21/6/1

Received on Extracted/Capleat by. _ On 5.6.1962

 

I.attended.the.meeting of the Te Aro-Brooklyn Branch of the Communist
Party held in the Studio of T.WOOD, 119 Willis Street this evening.

The business done at the meeting was the reading of the latest
Bulletin (a copy of which is enclosed) and the reading by SKILTON
of the instructions for the carrying out of the Industrial Campaign
which is to commence on January 14 1943. An Aggregate Meeting of
the Party is to be held before the commencement of this Industrial
Campaign. I was unable to get a copy of the instructions for
this campaign this evening, but shall get one at a later date and
post it to you. It is the intention of the C.P. to form C.P.
Factory Branches in the firm of N.W.Thomas Ltd., Ghuznee Street,
and also in the Loco Workshops at Thorndon of the N.Z.Railways.
W.HUNTER said that the Branch, when formed, at N.W.Thomas Ltd.
will comprise eight (8) members; that is including MARTIN,
TWEEDALE and himself.
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eovesorecescoee

The District Committee of the C.P. here in Wellington are going

into ways and means of the probability of forming Iyndustrial Groups
and C.P, Factory Cells in the different factories and workshops
where they have members and contacts. This question will probably

come before anxinduziriaxk the Branches in the near future.

ecccccsccoeoeeSKILTON is also preparing an industrial campaign
to put before the Branches.

oo ee
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From (source): es Reference: ..... 42/884 —- Date: 27th Septewber..1942

For File No. . 21 : : :

Original on... 24/6/45

Received on Extracted/CGopied by... eae On... 28.45.4962

Re Weat Brangh.

fhe West Branch met on Thursdey night at 20 Mey Street.

Jack LEWIN; Les VARREY; Bob HALL; Mr & Mra Fred HALL; Walter SCOTT;

and two new members, Mra QUIN and a friend Mrs ----? were present.

ee eeeeeeeereseer

ReMiningDispute.
The Weekly Bulletin states that es many requests hed been

received for information sbout the mining dispute, the District

Gommittee hed taken pains to get to the bottom of the matter, For

some time the National Exeoutive have known that all was not well

with the Huntly Branch, or whatever name it goes by. They found

that it was the only Branch which had actually dropped back, They

got no co-operation from it and on pointe of policy were actually

defied. Bill wOOD, Cheirman of the Netional Committee was sent

to clear up the trouble but could do nothing, It was found that

the Party wes a hot-ped of anti-war, would-be-fascists. Ana it

was decided that they must be dropped from the Perty as quickly as

possible. The National Office states that hed the Party éone its

job there would heve been no strike, but as it is, the Party is

directly responsible for the strike, because of its failure to

implement its policy.

ee eeeerccreccooece
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21/6/41

Extracted/Capiad by MM on, 2.9.5. 1962
 

A.DRENNAN of Auckland is in Wellington at the present time
and attended the meeting of the Trades Council this evening to

discuss the Westfield dispute.

At the instigation of DRENNAN and other "comrades" the Trades
Council and some of the Unions are to put forward a demand for the
release from gaol of the men imprisoned for striking in Auckland,
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Detective Office

From (source): WELLINGTON Reference: UA/V223/41AK. Date: 1 October 1944

For File No... 24/2/h —-

Original on... 2... 24/5/5

Received on. . Extracted/G@apied by... ... Rae OMeBe.IQG2

REPORT OF : Detective Samuel Craig Browne No. 2865

RELATIVE TO : Monthly Report on Communist Activity in Wellington.

Seow ewe ren eerooresesoe

Members of the Brooklyn Branch meet at 42 Reuben Avenue;..cccce

Kelburn at the home of W.A.JAMIHSON, 29 Crieff Street....ccceccveevoee

eee ews erasers eccreveees

At the present time the following persons are known to be holding
executive positions;

Peer ene reece eeces

JAMIESON, Walter Allan - West District Organiser; member of West District

Committee; Industriel Organiser.

ee eee rcerensecvce

McARA, Peter Wilfred George - Industrial Organiser.
Coesecercseeseresd

BUXTON, Lionel John - Member of West District Committee.
free eeesccvcscces

The Trade Union Movement is regarded as the principal field for
Communist activity and consequently there is a fair amount of C.P.
activity in that movement. A recently issued C.P, "directive" stated
inter alia: “It should be th aim of every P arty member to build a
following round himself in Trade Union meetings; on the job; and in
every organisation where he works enabling the Party to spread its roots.”
An "Industrial Bureau" directs C.P. activity in the Trade Union movement
and is described as “the Provincial Council's Executive Arm in the
Trade Union and Industrial field - responsible to the Provincial Council
through its secretary who is a member of the Provincial Committee." It
is believed thet A.B.SKILTON is secretary of this "Industrial Bureau."

Communists have created a fair amount of disruption and carried
on activity in the Wellington Carpenters’ Union for some time past. They
are well represented at Union meetings by P.G.W.McARA; W.A.JAMIESON;
A.W,MULLON and L.J.BUXTON, McARA recently opposed J.MOULTON at the
election for Secretary of the Union, but was defeated.

A.B.SKILTON is going to oppose the present secretary or the ASRS
(Mr Allerby) at the forthcoming elections in that Organisation.

eeecvescce

The following communists ere delegates to the Trades Council:
M.ORMEROD (Engineers Union), B,A.FORTUNS, (Clerical Workers), E,BOWEN
Painters Union), A.LAIRD (Shop Assistants; P.W.G.McARA & L.J.BUXTON
Carpenters Union) A.P.SKILTON (ASRS) and E.NAPIER believed to be a

CP member is the delegate from the Watersiders Union. In connection with
this latter mentioned Union it is to be noted that J.S.KYDD, W.O'REILLY
and A,ROBINSON were recently admitted as members.

 

 

Hee w esr eceeesecece

8,.C. BROWNE

Det. No.2865
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vear triends:

The purpose of this letter is to

; explain the functions of the Industrial Bureau and the

    
a tasks of Industrial Organizers being supplementary to

  

   

the recent P. crresolutionon ¢

ees ea
P.C.xecutive arm in the Trade Union ede “We st

‘ At he separate organization from the F.C.it is ‘simp

  

  
   
  

   

  

  

P.C.for their special knowledge of trade Unior

, Industrial problems,political ability and wor

cm experience, The Bureau secretary is an elected.me
: ‘ioral

of the P.C. and sits:on the ‘Executive ‘of that

the P.Cc. to the NationalCommitteefor the inform  of the National Trade‘Union Puraene Bxecutive:



 

P
E
T
R
O
S

f
f
f

   

individual progressives in the key industries both

“arty and non-rarty.

The primary task of the bureau is

bo extend the roots of the Party and to develop ‘

progressive organization on the basis of Party Industrial

“roups and progressive job committees in every factory

or job in the Wellington Province,linked up in the

case of job or shop committees first locally and then

Frovincially,and finally Nationally,along the lines of

industry. The task of a Party Industrial Branch is to éf

lead the work of their job or factory on the basis of

job demands in co-operation with progressive non-Party ef

elements at the same time recruiting to the Partyas

they develop in political consciousness and working-class

understanding. Party Industrial Branches should be

formed wherever three Farty members are working on the a

same job or factory the comrades concerned remaining :

attached to their Area Branch untilthe Industrial i  
Branch is sore fully developed.. Indus

are tnder the jurisdiction of the District Committee

and should elect their functionaries in the same way jj

as area branches.

LDISTRICY INDUSTRIAL ORGANTZERS t

should attend the Industrial Bureau Educational Classes

and Conferences and have direct contact with the

        

   
   

Industrial bureau organizing cadres. he should call

with whom he should have close personal contact.

His main work is that of concentration on developing



((6

and passing them on to the Bureau at the same time

3

giving a regular monthly report on district work.

BRANCH INDUSTRIALORGANIZERS

should activise the whole Sranch in obtaining contact

with his Area on the job or factory. The Industrial

press can be used as a method of approach to jobs and

factories,during the lunch hours,etc. Progressives

contacted can be induced to handle the paper on the

Job,anu workers in each job or factory developed on

this basis. The Branch should,wherever possible,endeavour

to obtain contact in the largest factories,first

gradually extending the activity to all jobs and

factories in their area. Contacts outside the Branch

Area should be passed on through the District Urganizer

to the Bureau.

RePORTING. Branch Industrial Vrgani-

-zers are personally responsible for keeping before

all members the necessity of,at all times,to link up

the important political and ecomomic campaigns with the

basic needs of the workers,with whom comrades are in

contact either daily or occasionally as necessity arises.

(1) It is the task of the Organizer to pay special

attention to the filling in and safe custody of

 

Industrial report forms. This will ensure that accurate

and up-to-date details are at all times in possession

of the Industrial bureau.

(2) Individual monthly reports must be obtained from

all comrades in industry on the basis of job news and

activity and rade Union meetings.

(5) Keports are to be obtained from any Trade Union

discussion leaders attachea to the Branch,promptly

after each Union or Discussion meeting.

All reports must be handed to the

bistrict Industrial Organizer promptly each fortnight

so that he may pass them in at the Industrial Ofginiueral

meeting which is held fortnightly. The task is one of j

vital impoztance for the effecient functioning of the
f

i cm - aM Baa fie i ts J
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Industrial Bureau and all comrades are requested to

co-operate to the utmost with their Industrial Organizers

in the rendering of reports promptly and accurately.

SECRETARIAT}

WELLINGTON T.U.5.

(Trade Union Bureau)
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LESSONS OF THE HUTT STRIKE
 

FOREWORD

In this pamphlet it is proposed to make a brief and eritical survey of the history

of the five days strike which took place in the Woburn Railway workshops from Monday,

March 10 to Friday, March 14, 1941. It is also proposed to draw from this survey certain

lessons concerning the strategy and tactics of strike action which are and will be of

great importance to the working class of N, 2. in the great industrial struggles which

are undoubtedly looming ahead.

Forms of organisation and methods of struggle in the working
class movement can only be tested out in the course of action, and

in the Hutt strike we are perhaps fortunate in that the lack of any
preparedness and prior organisation for the strike heve enabled us
to draw lessons, not only of the tactics to be pursued ina strike,
but of the whole strategy and general organisational methods needful
for the working class to wage a successful struggle by direct action,

PART 1

« SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STRUGGLE

THE HUTT STRIKE assumes great importance as the first major clash of class forces
thet has taken place in this comtry since the war began, and there can be little doubt
thet it marks the beginning of a new phase in the class struggle in N.2... The idea of
"peace in industry" has been fostered to a greater extent in this comtry then in other

countries through the election to office of a Government terming itself 'Labow" and at
one time basing itself and its strength upon the Lebouwr movement. Thus, quite apart from
the war, the Government has been able to command the "tolerance" of the working class so
far as direct action and open struggle are concerned, and the idea thet hes been foster-

’ ed in the Labour movement as to the undesirability of "embarrassing" the Government has
“proved very powerful in damping down direct action by the workers.

This wmwillingness of the vorkers to "embarrass" the Government has lasted not only
throughout the period when the Government could cleim to be pursuing a progressive pol-
icy in the interests of the workers, but has persisted through into the present period

long after the Government has embarked on a different policy dictated by the war, a pol-

icy reminiscent of that of the Coates-Forbes regime of 1931-35. This spirit of tolerance
has been responsible for the quiescence of the workers, at a time when the Government is
engaged in whittling down the very reforms which it. wes elected to institute, ond is en-
gaged in actually chopping avay the very foundations upon which it was built, namely the
strength of rorking class organisations and trade union ocrinciples.

The Hutt strike marks the beginning of the end of this remarkable stage
in our industriel history; for in tht strike we see at last the messes of the
workers beginning to rouse themselves from the blissful sleep of the last five
years, and taking direct action in their own defence, not merely against the
private employers, but actually ageinst the Gevernment itself. More then this
we see that the general importance of the strike to the whole of the working-
class lay in the fact that the workers concerned were taking action on an
issue that affected not only themselves, but the whole cf the workers — nome—
ly the maintenance of the 40-hour week.

To those who closely observed the course of the strike, there can be no doubt thet
it bore within itself the seeds of a struggle as great as, if not greater than the epics
of the Maritime Strike and the Waihi Strike, with every possibility of having culminated
in a reign of violence as great as that which took place at Waihi. It was quite obvious
that Semple and the rest of the Government vere prepared to wage "total warfere" against
the strikers and any other section of the workers who might decide to support them,

Under the Strikes and Lockouts Emergency Regulations, 1939, any strike as illegal for
the period of the war, and the Government Ins powor to invoke the full forces of state
coercion against any body of strikers. That they were prepared to do this in the case of
the Hutt Strike, while they have not done so in previous strikes since the war began,
is proof that the Government, perhaps more then =nyone else, realised tht the Hutt
strike was a spark which may hove set alight the whole of the inflammable material of
discontent in the working ¢Inss, whose resentment against the destruction of former
vights and privileges is mowmbting dey by day, Moreover, there cannot be the slightest
doubt thet, having once embarked on the method of State coercion in order to crush
strike action, the Government will m-ke ever more use of such methods in the future.

 



This is precisely the state of affeirs which paves the way for fascism, «pg it is

of great importence thet the working class should equip itselfright awoy with ./form of

orgunisction ond en wderstanding of methods of struggle which will enable it to resist

any further encroachments upon its rights, ond vill enable it to take successful nection

for the restoration of those rights which it ms already lost,

2. BACKGRO

The issue which led up to tha strike was of very long standing. As o matter of fact

for a record of procrastination on the part of the Government, wnwiliingness to act on
the part of trade wmion officials, ond extreme (almost incredible) patience on the part
of the workers,the record of the 40-hour dispute in the Railway Workshops should teke a
little beating.

Up till the year 1925, the whole of the Railway service md been working
on the basis of a 48-hour week,’ In that year, however, 9 ballot wos taken am-

ong all workers in the service on the question of whether or not they would
choose to work 2 44-hour week at the same hourly rates as previously, tmt is
with a consequent loss in their weekly whges equivalent to 4 hours' pay. The
result of the ballot was that the Workshops section of the service decided to
reduce hours to 44 nt their own expense, while the traffic and other sections
decided to remain on the 48-hour week, This state of affsirs persisted up till
about September 1936 when the 40-hour week was introduced by the Labour Gover-
nment,

Inmediztely to anomalies became npparent, The first wes thet, while all sect-
ions of the service went on to the 40-hour week nominslly, the Workshops did so at the
weekly wages previously received for c 44-hour week, while the rest of the service were

paid the same weges as they hod previously received for s 48-hour week, The second wes
thet, while overtime wos paid for any hours in the dey worked in excess of eight hours,

when it came to a question of Saturday work, the Workshops branches were oblige@ to put
in four hours at ordinary yates ( and the other branches eight ) before overtime pay was
received fot tmt day, :

In a spirit of "tolerance® and "co-operation" the workers made an app-
roach to the Government to ask for the rectification of these and other anoma—
lies, Not wishing to "embarrass" the Government, the workers! representatives
decided to allow the Government a year's grace before pressing for the instit-
ution of a proper 40-hour week, Twelve months passed, but although certain mi-
nor demands were met by the Government, the main guestions were not settled.
Months lengthencd inte years... Periodically representations would be made to
the Government, and bienninl Conferences of the Amalgamated Society of Railway
Servants would pass resolutions for the full institution of the 40-hour week,

For instance, in 1939, at the A.S.K.S. Conference, Mr,S.Gaspar, now national presi-
dent, the men who, more than anyone else was responsible for the breaiing of the strike,
moved such « resolution on behalf of the Hillside Branch, Again in the minutes of the
1941 Conference we find the following :-

Remit 151,- That the complete 40-how week be instituted in all
departments, --- Hillside Branch, Carried,

Remit 152.- That the Conference reaffirm its policy of a 40-hr,
woek, and thet we use every effort to resist encroachment on our
trade mion rights. --- Otahuhu Branch. Carried,

: Remit 153,.- That ell time worked in excess of 40 hour be paid
at overtime rates. --- Otahuhu Branch, Carried,

On the 14th, November, 1940, the Executive of the Reilway Tradesmen's Association
waited on the Minister, Mr, D,G.Cwllivan, and placed before him the men's case for the
40-hour week, They were met with the customary procrastination, After éll, they had
waited for four years.,.. Why shoula they not wait for another four? Ghortly after that
Sullivan lost his job as Minister of Railways and Semple wes put in his place. On Febru-
ary 14th, he rrote the following letter to the R.T.A, :-

"With reference to the representations made by the Fxecutave of
you Association at the interview on 14th November, 1940, rcuuesting
that penal rates be paid for Saturday morning work, I wish to inform
you that while it is regretted that at the present juncture the pay-
ment of penal rates for Saturday morning work cennot be granted, I
have, as promised, looked into the question of the practicability of
eliminating Saturday morning work in the workshops.

(2)



rae "I find that under ordinary circumstances the necessity for

V workshops employees tiorking on Saturday morning could be practicelly

eliminated, As you are, however, avare, the vorkshops are et present

undertaking a considerable quantity of munitions work which is nec-

essarily of an urgent nature, end while this obtains, I am sorry to

say that there appears to be little likelihood of the elimination of

Saturday morning work being given effect to, The matter will, never—

theless, be kept in view, and you may rest’ assured that Saturdey

morning work will be restricted as far as is reasonably practicable,

consistent, of course, with the prosecution of the Dominion's war

effort.
"Yours faithfully,

R, SEMPLE,
Minister of Reilways."

This was as plain and definite a "NO!" es ons could ever expect to get. When this

letter was produccd by the railvaymen during the strike, the only thing Semple could

find to say was that it had been left over (umsigned) by his predecessor, and tht hev—-

ing confidence in the said prodecessor,he had not hesitated to put his signature to it |

However, he did not disclaim the letter,

During the whole period from 1936 the working of overtime on a Saturday morning was

optional, in the sense that if any man were asked and gave an excuse as to why he was un

-able to work, there was no attempt at compulsion, Under sucha state of affairs the men

were prepared to tolerate, and many of them to welcome even, the working of overtime on

Saturday. Since about the middle of last year, however, the working of Saturday overtime

began to become more and more prevalont, till finally it involved some two or three hun-
dred men every week. It began to grow obvious to all the men that threugh the operation
of this Saturday work they were losing the 40-hour week. Also Saturday work was becoming

oppressive since many of the men were working 58, end in some cases 68, hours a week ov—

ing to overtime on week nights. The determination began to grow among theémen that if

they did not make a stand soon, then the 44-hour week would come to stay in all dep-

artments,

On Wednesday, February 5, matters finally came to a head.

3. STRIKE!

On that day, a number of men in the fomdry were approached in the usual way and

asked to work overtime on Saturday. Fy this time they were becoming "fed up" with over-
time and a number of them refused to turn up. The foreman began to adopt a bullying att-
itwie and the result was ea meeting on the job, at which the men decided thet th
all refuse to work on Saturday, and requested that a mass meeting of the whole wor
should be held, This meeting tock place the following day, and « resolution wes pa
declaring the refusal of ell the men to work on Saturdays until the cuestion of overtime
pay for such work was settled. A further mass meeting was held on the Fridey, and was at-

tended by the national secretaries of both the A.S.R.S,. and the R.T.A, These eecretar

advised no action pending the return of Semple and Casey ( General Mensger of Railveys
from ths South Island, Nevertheless the previous decision was upheld, The Assistant—Men-
ager refused tc negotiate, and in the afternoon ~ord came through from Semple that ell
men who refused to work overtime on Saturday vould be suspended.

   

  

   

It.was at this stage thet the first mistake was made. Realising that if
the suspensions were out into effect strike action was the only reply, the

men's leeders in the shops should have set up a temporary strike committee
pending a mass meeting on the Monday morning. This committee, whose functicns
would have ceased on the Monday, with the democratic election of a full strike
committee, could have made certain arrangements on tie essumption that a
strike would eventueate. The outlines of the campeign showld imve been drayn up
and, most important, delegates should have been despatched immedietely to the
other Workshops, Decisions made and actions taken could then have been referr—

ed to a mass meeting on the Mondey for endorsement.

  

On Mondey, Merch 10, 2&0 men who had refusea to turn up on the Saturday were sus-
pended, and, leaving the works, hold a meeting cutside the getes, at the seme time as a
meeting of the remainder of the men was held inside, The outside meeting decided to re—
quest the men inside to remain at rork till lunch-time pending negotiations with the
Minister. This was 2 dangerous move, and might have had the effect of separating the
suspended men from the others, Also the resolution showed certain elements of weakness,
as it must leve been obvious that the time for 'rcasonableness! and negotiations wes

(3)



pest. The meeting inside passed a resolution thet if the negotiations with thenister

were unsuccessful they would cease work at mid-day. Semple refused to compromi 4, saying

that he vould "walk out of his door first", At mid-dey a mass meeting of the men decided

to cease work, A strike committee wes set up and a number of sub-committees,

Although this form of organisation was correct in generel it

must be admitted that the composition of the committee wes far from

satisfactory, the main weakness being thet it was completely domin-

ated by Union officials. This, as will be seen, was the main factor

in the strike failing to achieve its main objective. (It did feil to

reach ite objective, because, although the action was precipitated

by the suspension of 280 men, its real motive vas to win the 40-hour

week in the Workshops.)

A mass meeting was arranged, but was not to take place mtil 10 a.m, on the follow-

ing day, and in this way almost 24 hours of valmble time were lost, Still no attempt
yas made to despatch delegates to the other Workshops, and the seriousness of this mis-

take can only be realised when it is remembered that one of the min reascns given for
the necessity of returning to work later on wes the failure of the other Workshops to
teke sympathetic action. Also, tht particular 24 hours gave the Government time to mar-
shal its forces to smash the Hutt strike and to isolate the men from their fellow work-
ers in other centres, Another mistake which was made and which might heave hud serious
consequences was the allocation of members of the strike committee to the picket line on
the following day. Had police action been taken against the pickets, then it would hive
had the effect of beheading the strike right from the start.

On the bionday night, a number of members of the strike committee went te
the works gates to get a meeting of the night shift, At that meeting they were
informed by Superintendent of Police, Lopdell, that the strike wos illegal and
that it would not be possible for them to hold a meeting, Nevertheless no dif-
ficultyewas experienced in bringing out the night shift.

Heving thus had fair warning of the intentions of the Government to break
the strike by force if necessary, the committee should immediately have got to
work to consider ways and means of meeting this attack, if necessary by decid-
ing to break the Regulations, and challenge the Government to put the strikers
in prison, Instead, the committee made the grave mistake of allowing the init-
dative to pass into the hands of the Government by deciding to observe the Re-
gulations.As the Regulations were designed specifically to throttle eny strike

it is impossible to conceive just how the committee expected to wage a succ-

essful struggle by strictly'legal' means.

The following morning, before the mass meeting, the Union officials were
called aside by Superintendent Lopdell and informed as to their rights and re-

strictions under the regulations, one of the most astowmding restrictions be-
ang that no meeting would be alloved to discuss in public the rights and

wrongs of the case. The officials decided to abide by this, They never thought
of challenging the Regulations, despite the fact tht nearly 3,000 copies of
the first Strike Bulletin, which was « flagrant breach of the Regulations had
been distributed with perfect freedom and without a single copy being seized
by the police.

However, when the meeting assembled, the Chairmen explained thot the Regulations
were in force, that it had been decided to abide by them, and that no one could discuss
the merits of the case at thot meeting, Thus the committee surrendered without a strugg-
le, one of the most important weapons in strike action, the right to held sublic meet-
ings to explain every detail of the struggle to the strikers in order to preserve their

morale and their fighting consciousness. This gross neglect of the nesds of the rank ond
file was continued throvghout the rhole course of the strike, and was due to one thing
only — the willingness or inability of the lecdershio to challenge the Pmergency Reg-
ulations. Especially tcwards the end of the strike, tho leaders_tip seemed to get enti:
ly out of touch with the rank and file, as negotiations é proceeding whose nature
not made known to the strikers. A vote of confidence in the two Nationel Councillors on
the A,S.R,S. and the R.T.A. to speak for the men in any negotictions was certainly carr-
ied, but negotiations should not hive been alloyed to come to = stage where these dele—
gates consented to a return to vork without consulting the rank and file.

 

   
     

  

On Tuesday night the delegates to the other centres finelly got avay. They vere much
too late, Not only were the Government informed beforchind of the fact that the delega-
$8 were going, but they leid their plans cccordingly, as will be seen from the later
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: description of evenss at Otahuhu and Hillside. (m Wednesday e picnic wes held, accompan-

iled ingeshe same kind of formal and lifeless meeting es nd been witnessed on the prev—
ious » The Government's move had succeeded in its objective.  

A combined meeting of the A,S.R.S. and R.T.A. Branches was held tht night in the

Lebow Hall, Petone; and at this meeting the second great weakness was revealed. This
new weakness lsy in the fect tht the strike committee Ind failed to comprehend its dut-
ies end had feiled to esteblish its authority as the ONLY organisation empowered to car-
ry on negotiations and sign agreeménts with the Government, It became obvious at this
meeting thet the power to negotiete had in actwi fact been handed over to ths Netionel
Officials, who, with the exception of the Woburn members (one on each executive) md de-
clered their absolute hostility to the strike and their determination to break it.

 

These executives hed already brought forward their terms to the Govern-
ment for the seitlement of the strike, The A.S.R.S. proposed simply thot the
men be allowed to return to work; the R.T.A. proposed that the men return to
work, and that’ the Government open negotiations on the question of Saturday
morning work. At this stage the two Yoburn members of the Dxecutives should
have proclaimed their hostility to the proposals and withdrawn from the negot-
dations, with the statement thet the Executives had no authority to conduct
the negotiations with the Government, Hed this been doneand reported back to
the wmion meeting then a vote of no confidence in the Executives in the matter
of carrying on negotiations could easily heve becn passed, snd the initiative
retained with the strikers, As it was the Government refused to agree to nego-

tinte, but steted tht they would consider allowing the’ men to return to work.
That their stetement could hve been framed in this way — they weuld consider
ALLOWING the men to return to work — shows just how far the initiative HaD

passed from the hands of the strike committee.

All this time, of course, the militancy and determination of the rank and file rem-
ained splendid, and continued to be so, right up to the end of the strike, however, they
were not aware of the real trand of events. This was amply proved- at a time when neg-
otietions were procceding which were finally to end in the acceptance of the decept-
ive and ambiguous terms dictated by the Gcvernment, terms which had no reference to the
main issue of the 40-hour week — at this very time the workers uncnimously passed a re-
solution that they wowld remain out on strike wntil they had won whet thoy set out to
win. However, the main evil, namely that cf thé necessity of waging a strictly "legal "
struggle had by this time taken a thorough hold of the men, vith the result thet a mot-
ion to condemn the action of the Government in invoking the Emergency Rezuletions a-
geinst a bedy of workers who were fighting for the 40-hour week was hevily decfeated,

Although very few of the rank and file realised it, the joint wicn mecting of Wed-
nesdey marked the beginning of the end. The right of the Netionel “xecutives to negota-
ete for the men was not challenged, vith the result that the negotistions continued next
aay. In the morning the Government hended its terms for » settloment tc the Netional
Presidents. These terms, which vere based upon the recommendation of the Netional Execu-
tive of the A.S.R\S. (that the men be allowed to return to work) read as follows :-

"The Government accepts the statement thit the National Execut-
ive of ‘le “Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants and the Nations]
Executive of the NZ, Railway Tradesmen's Association regret that any
action of their members was carried out in an unconstitutional meon-
ner.

"The Government has further decided to vermit the hutt Workshop
employees to resume duties wnder the conditions existing pricrto
their refusal to work on Saturdey mornings.

"The men concerned vill be ex:ected to resume duty on or before
Monday the ¢7th March. Any member not commencing duty on or beiore
that date, except in the case of illness,vili be considered as being
absent without leave and his name will be written off the books acc_
ordingly."

These terms Were agreed to unenimcusly by the National Executives and it was decid-—ed thet their acceptance be moved by the tro "oburn members at & mass meeting to be heldat the works on the following dey, hile a decision to return to work at this tame hedbecome inevitable for reasons given below, it would hive been better to Inve maintainedthe authority of the strike committee and of the strikers through the local reoresent.t-ives withholding the consent until it had been given at a mags meeting of the workers.

However, although mistekes were undoubtedly made by the National Councillors, itwould be incorrect to attach any BLAME e ce as their xrticular actions in the course
5



of the negotiations vere determined by the whole trend of the strike, and the Syusortve
weakness of the leadership on the strike committee, The cowmcillors ected throughout in
good faith, There is no doubt thot through its failure to discuss ouestions of policy at
mass meetings the committee allowed the min issue to become clowded over, till things
developed to the state here the vorkers did not know whether they were striking for the

40-hour week or for the reinstatement of the suspended men. The Government's decision
offered no settlement on the question of the 40-how week, but did give in on the auest-
ion of the suspended men, provided thit the workers no longer refused to work on Sc.tur-
day mornings. Since then, while certain concessions in the way of limiting Saturasy
vork have been obtained, it has become obvious thet the Government Ind, and his no int-
ention of establishing the 40-hour week for the Railways. Thus the main object of the
strike hes not been reached, although the Government hes had a salutary lesson,

Before* analysing the reason why the return to work was ineviteble, it is
necessary ta refer to some of ‘the other tactical mistakes which were made in
the course of the strike,

The main weaknesses hive already been referrea to — failure to challenge the Imerg-
ency Regulations, failure to raise the consciousness of the rank and file, vailure to

take prompt action in approaching the other centres, But there were other failures equal-
dy important in the long rm. In the first place, vith 1,500 men on strike and perhps
three times that number of people dependent on them, the question of raising as much
money as possible in the shortest tame possible should have been a primary consideration
especially as there was the likelihood of a protracted strike. Yet, although a finance
committee was set up, there was not one penny collected in the first two days of the
strike, This could easily have been avoided by enlisting the services of fifty or a hun-
dred of the strikers, arming them with collection sheets and getting them to canvass ev-
ery house in the Hutt and as many as possible in Vellington. However this was not aone--
(although some attempt was made on the third day) -- and the appeals for financial supp-
ort remained of the most form.) character. Again, a task of the utmost importance in any
strike is to rally the maximum support amongst the public, The accomplishment cf this
task was rendered slmost impossible by the decision to abide by the Emergency Regulat-

ions; but nevertheless a great deal more could have been done through the wide distrib-—
ution of leaflets and by personal canvassing,

The enlistment of the support of the women should have been
a factor of great importance and should have been accomplished right
from the start through the setting up of a Vomen's Auxiliary and the ~
election of a number of women on to the strike,committee, Yet it vas

not until the Wednesday meetimg at Hutt Park that a decision was ta-
ken to set up a Women's Auxiliary, but it had not even taken form by
the time the strike was over.

All these mistakes, and others which were made, were all by-products of the failure

of the leadership to activise the greatest possible number of the strikers in all the
diverse forms of work that need to be carried on in the event of a strike, To point out
these mistakes at a time when the strike is finished is not merely being wise after the
event. Rather it should be understood that it is extremely important thot the workers
should be able to analyse their mistakes so that, in any future struggles, it will be
possible to avoid a repetition of them.

It should now be possible to understand why, despite the nature of the terms imp
osed by the Government, it was necessary to teke the decision to return to work ot the
Fridey meeting .From the point of view of e campsign the strike had reached a point where
success was extremely unlikely, and demoralisation amongst the ranks of the strikers
could very easily have set in, The forces invoked by the Government were such as to have
required the strongest moves by the strikers, yet, right from the very first day, the
Government was eble to establish the upper hand by the simple means of teking the offen-
sive when it was up to the strikers to take the offensive,

A strike thot is on the defensive from its outsot stends no chance of
success, The other min factor which made the return to work inevitable was
the failure of the other Workshops to take sympathetic action, The necessity
for such sympathetic action vas clearly understood by every striker and it ras
only through the winning of such support that the strike could have been succe-
essful, A third factor necessitating the return vas the inability or rather
the inexperience of the leadership to give renal guidance and direction. They
found themselves faced with something which was far too big for them. The
fourth factor was the failure of the leadership and the strikers in general to
break from the old conventional Trade Union methods of struggle. a
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id not understond thet co strike requires a snecinl apperctus and special peth-

which are auite different from those employed in the Trade Unions. In sactul

ken vos thet of strike action, whit really «ventusted
all, but rether something betweon a demonstration,

  

ods 0:
fect, while the initial sction ta
in the long rm was not a strike

und a protracted stop-vork mesting.

  

 

It is importent to understand this last point particulerly, for it alone can ex-
plain hoy it ves tht the strikers decided almost unanimously to return to work at 2
time when their militancy and determination were as high as ever. The return to vordid
not indicate « defeat, but a tactical withireval in the fave of suverior forces. The vor-
kers must learn hov to.retrect as well es how to advance,

  

It is else importent tc understand tho meaning of the resoluticn tht ras corrica
nt the Fridsy meeting, This resolution wis to the cfiect thit the strikers sccept tis
Government's terms, express their detorminztion to see tht thero shovld be no vicbimis-
ation and instruct. their Nation:l exceutives urgently to take up the question of over-
time psy for caturdcy work,

Thus it can be scon that the resoluticn vas in no way a surrenuor to the
Government, but rother ¢ decigion to cerry on the struggle in. new form, The
five deys' strike Ind served its purpose within th: choin of circumstances
outlined above, It had been « useful demonstration of the solicerity of the

workers in their determination, to reeist attecks on thoir conditions. It ind
succeeded an securing the reirstrtement of the suspended men. It Ind been sr.
norning to the Government, Unity had been preserved throughout the struggle —
and now, itvas necessary to ge forverd ima mited mnner to a new phnse in
the struggle. The struggle still goes on!

4. IN THE OTHER CENTRES

To complete this account of the strike it is necess:ry tc describe the events at
other Workshop centres, us these: events show even more clearly end bluntly then those in
the Hutt how the Government h:s embarked on * course thot is not only oppesed to tht of

the working class but promises to lecd the Gevernment sconer or luter into 2 direct
clash vith the vorking class. The events in these centres olso serve to expose complete—
ly the role of ths Neticn:l Officinls of the Unions cond also the subservience to the

nitionel officicls cf some of the lecel lerders,

 

On the same dey «8s the strixe commenced (March 10) the Otehuhu

Branch of the A.&.R.S. hold its usw.l monthly mecting. The only com-

munication from Woburn which was groduced by the Secretary ves « tel
-egram which hoo been despatched on the previous Friday infcrming
other Brenches of the Government's threat to suspend those menwho
refused work on Srturdey morning. The Chrirmn mde « statement—

thet he Ind received inform.tion to the effect + the strike ras
dllegal, and thet no meetings could be held en Reilyny property. The
Chcirman clse ettempted tc stop any discussion on the strike and re-

fused te coll =. moss mecting at the Yorkshops to recffirm the policy
of the 40-hour week, The result wis the edoption of a resclutacn not
to discuss the Woburn strike.

 

 

  
The next day two notices were disvolayed in every de wtment at Otehuhu, The first

was e& telegram from Gespar, Neticnnl President of the &.S. iwe, Which read r=

"Executive Council called to werl vith Hutt Shops dispvte. Your
Branch hereby instructed to tcke no action or ucss ony nesclution
until further notice."

The sccond notice appecred over the sign:ture of the works mun:ger, ond read :-

"Meetings of any description in connection with tie hutt strile
must not be held on Reilvcy proserty."

The result vas tht the Branch Officicls would not even attempt to mie contact
with Yoburn., However, on the Thursd-y, word went rcowd the works like wildfire that 2
delegate hod arrived from the Woburn shops 2nd vould address 0 mecting cutsicae toe xorks
gates, At lunch time a lerge crowd went out to the rates; and the Vor! er, who was
there, ordered all the men to remain cn the premises, Hovever o considercble number went
outside. A solice inspector and 2 constable warned tha delegete tht a meeting could not
be hold in any circumst::nces despite th: fect tint the delegate stated tht he wos there
to explein and not to incite, Th: aaa ise thet it was aecided to hold a meeting at

We
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the Trades Hell, Auckland, at 7.30 thet evening. This meeting was cleo banned bethe Pi
lice under the Bmergency Regulations, but the Bollermakers' Union, who were m 2ing at:
the Tredes Kall thst night, step,ied into the breach ond invited the delegste to address
their meeting if he ves present. They also decided to admit to their meeting any rei

waymen who turned up. Doorkeepers were posted to see tht cnly boilermkers and reilray-
men were ullowed in, Six detectives tried to borge their way in, but were told with true
proletarian directness "where to get off." In the course of secking out the detectives
the doorkeepers developed a very effective techinue. As every man spplied for admission
his hends vere carefully examined, Only those whose hands bere tho merks of honest toil
were allowed to enter,

The Choirman was banded « notice from the detectives outside, stating tht if the
delegate was present and addressed the meeting he vould be arrested und the meeting bro-
ken up, This vas ignored, and the meeting rent on, A resolution ves carried condemning
this unwarranted interference with a bona fide trade union meeting by the police, and
demanding that the Government enquire into the conuuct of the Auckland police, The stop-
ping of the meeting outside the Works gates was also condemned, ;

   

The next day a large number of railwaymen at the Shops ep,roacked the re-
spective chairmen of the A.S.R.S, and the R.T.A. with a petition asking them

to gall a special meeting on the following Monday. The Chairmen tried to avoid
the issue by quoting the telegram from Gaspar and the notice posted by the
Works manager, but finally tho 4.S,R.S chairman approached the maneger to seek
permission. The manager took his stand by a telegram received from his Head
Office and flatly refused to allow the meeting to take place, It is worth re-
cording that, wheras this telegram was received on Monday, March 10, end stat-
ed that, wnder tho Emergency Regulations no meetings could Be held, Semple
stated on the following day (Tuesday) tht ..... "he had not yet discussed the
matter (of the Imergency Regulations) with his colleagues. It was, he said, a
guastion for Cabinet te decide. " ( Auckland "Star" , 11/3 / died ‘
News was received during Friday afternoon that the strike was off and that the men

were returning to workon Monday under the "status cuo",
That evening, the Hutt delegaté addresscad a special meeting of th: Aucklend Trades

Council, convened to diseuss the dispute. He was accorded a great hoaring, and a number
of resolutions were carried in supsort of ths Hutt mon. His report of police action and
intimidation astowmded most of those prescnt, and it was unanimously resolved that a de-
putation should wait on the Commissioner of Police-te demand why in-a-so-célled demecr-
atic country such methods had been used, It was also revealed at the meeting thatfor ths
erevious two days the editors of all newspapers had been under orders from the censor,
to make no reference to the strike except by permission of the Director of Publicity.

Events at Hillside (Dunedin) are also worth recording. On Tuesdey
evening, March 11, e@ delegate was desvatched from the Hutt shops
to visit Christchrch and Dunedin for the pwpose of explaining the
Woburn events to the men in the other workshops. When the delegate
boarded the ferry at Wellington he was followed by a detective, and
from that time, right up till he left Dimedin finally on the Satur-
day, he was never once free from police surveillance, Not only wags
the delegate afforded such treatment, but the Hillside workers were
even refused the right under th Emergency Regulations to hold Union
Branch Committee meetings, and were informed by the police that if
such meetings were being held, even in private houses, the police
would act,

The official leadership of both Unions allowed themselves to be intinadated by such
methcds; but, in defisnce of the police and ths Emergency Regulations, a mass meeting
was called by rank end file wionists for outside the Works gates at 4.30 on the Friday
afternoon, when the delegate addressed about 300 workers, As news had come through short
-ly before the men hed finished work that the strike had been settled, a good deal of
interest had waned. Otherwise ‘the meoting would undoubtedly have been larger. Despite
tha fact that five detectives, who nd been following the delegate ali day, attended the
meeting, seversl workers spoke in support of the strike, and the folloving resolution
wos carried wmanimously;- , a

"That this meeting of Hillsiders approves the action of the Hutt workers
in defending the 40-hour week; and considers their action to be in the inter-
ests, not only of the railway workers, but of the whole N.Z. working class."

; So ended the Hutt railway strike, the first of the big clashes thet are now cr-
ising in this country..

WATCH FOR PART IT
"STRIKE STRATEGY AND TACTICS"
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REPORT OF TRADS UNION WORK,

At the last Provincial Conference held on the 27th and

26th April, 1940 Comrade A.D. attended as a National Exeoutive

Member, In addressing the Conference he especially stressed

the basic requirements for isproving work in Trede Unions,

In short Comrade D's speech was punctuated with slogans, “Base

oar Trede Union work on the job", "The Trade Unions aust be

the united expression of workers on the job", Courade D stressed

the necessity of each Party member building a following around

himself, not only in Trade Union meetings, but on the job; in

every organigation in which he worked, enabling the Party to

spread its roots and become fused with the masses, ‘The Conference

uwmanimously agreed with the line of the Party and the National

Committee that the need to concentrete on organization in factory,

mill and mine as the only adequate and practical basis for

strengtiening the frade Union must, and would, de applied, “ith

this end in view the Provinciel Conference appointed & of 5

Courades as a Trade Union Bureau, These Comrades were J., Acs

M,, end J, This Bureau never hed e full meeting and es an

Bxecutive Organization of the Trade Union work simply did not

Cxist. .oceseeIndividusl Comrades sought to assist to develop

Party work in the Trade Union Movement and on the job, and

discussion between the Party members concerned and the Secretariat

resulted in the "Industrial vorker" being bom, The starting
of the paper had the effeot of concentrating all effort on its

developnent resulting in the conplete failure of the Trade

Union Bureau as then constituted, eS
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‘s time went on it becaue clear, to say the least,

thet the state of Party work in Trede Unions was deplorsble,

eseslt was not until the Tobacco Workers, and nore porticularly

the Hutt Strike, that the importance of this task was at ell

realized by the Provincial Couzittee, and it would be correct

to say that present members of the Trede Union Burean had

only just realised its importance, ..,.and it was decided

to reorganize the Trade Union Bureau along the lines suggested

by the National Comittee, The delay in realising the failure

of the Trade Union Bureau aust be attributed to the complete

absence of a Central Commission for the purpose of checking

up the work of the Party organizers, ..++. The National

Committee suggested the appointment of Trade Union instructors

from each branch, This suggestion was adopted and the instract-

ors from each branch selected by the Trade Union Bureau Secretar-

iet on the basis of their industrial knowledge were appointed by

the Provincial Conference, The instructors consituted the Trade

Union Bureau and met on a reguler fortnightly basis, .... The

first tesk undertaken by the Bureau was the working out of

organisational plans as follows:

Neue StaCTHpalaDh
taken each month,

2. The iumediste organisation where a Union has
four or nore Party uembers on Trade Union dis-
cussions both on an immer end broad basis as
required,

3, The immediate forwation of Party Brenches in
industries or jobs such as the waterfront and
tramways where the ibilities exist for an
immediate successful organisation,

4, The organising of written reports from

(a) Trede Union instructors on the basis
of organising work,

(b>) ‘Trade Union discussion leaders on the
report of Trade inion discussions,

(c) Perty memberson the basis of Trede Union

ooo



 

meetings ond actualwork and news gleaned
on the job,

5. ee peeing & of files on each Union
me from Party sources and

» such es the "Industrial Worker" so thet
'evooapintpicture of cmditions in each trade union
8

6, ‘The ration of a fone Secretariat
report which is forwarded to the Provincial Counittee
for the Pee SS Dee ie one. tee forwarded to
the Nati Committes,

7. The holding of local meetings in the Trade
Union Buresa for the purpose of

(a) Planping Party organization in industry,

(>) Heading lectures rienced Trade Union
wetes the taetogy end tactics of Union

ndustry organisation in a planned educat-
oa aise 6 shaisla.toe

8 The conducting of an industry survey
out Welli City of all aaeretiekewiean
the establishnent of all phageom
tee Sacks Gaten lettarakens iacnet asanr atte
Turek

or otory.

9, The assisting of militent workers and comrades
with their industriel problens,

10, The organising of public cam: such es
the appeal of the Hmergency Regulations assisted

by propaganda end leaflets where desirable,

li, The organising of Party finances obteining
regular weekly guarantees from cenaa
pathisers interested in Trede Union work who not
otherwise contribute to the Party,

The Bureau under the leadership of Comrade A as Chattmn

and Comrade B as Secretary with the secretariat consisting of

Comrade McA and W has been finctioning in its reconstituted form

for a littler over two months, rede Union Instructors, with

the exception of Johnsonville, have attended ncetings of the

Bureeu fairly regularly. ..e.eeThe Hutt were asked to send a

delegate but have not yot functioned on the Bureau. «5o.eComrades

do not, es yet, appear to realise the importance of rendering

regular written reports, ..,Greater efforts, both in the way of

eheck up end propaganda on the need of work on the job will have

eee
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tobe made. .45....Two party branches have been formed in

industry, namely the waterside and treaway, and plans are

under way for the forming of a second waterside branch, The

work of these branches is in little sore than the initial

stage. sseei8 a whole the Bureau had not realised its primary

task, that of building the Perty on the job end wherever a

Party sember or militant was to be found in industry forming

®@ Nucleus round hin in each department, The whole question

is effectively dealt with in the report of the Hutt Strike

issued by the Provinciel Conference, The Party cannot be

combined by carrying on the formal nanner of the Trede Union

meetings; the work of the Party must be based on the domends

of the workers on the jobs. ....Appointed members have

attended the Trades Council fairly regularly and are increasing

in mumbers, .....The Carpenters Union hes been left to bring

the bulk of the resolutions forwerd to the Trades Council. This

hed had eo bad effect on. thie Union and steps are now being taken

to remedy this by activising other Unions where the Party has

influence, Individuel conredes also failed to take part in the

debates throwing all the work on to one or two comrades, vis:

Conrade G end M who consequently receive all the attacks of

the reactionary leaders, Yortnightly Secretariat reports have

been compiled and forwarded to the Provincial Committee secretariat

for discussion and then forwarded to the National Comittee,

eseThis report gives the Party an indication of activity in

the industriel noveuent covering the following Unions: Carpenters,

Labourers, Engineers, Bakers and Pastrycooks, A,5,R.S., Tramway

and Drivers. It is hoped thet the National Committee will be

able to circularise the inforwstion to militants in all sections

in the Unions reported on, One of our tasks is to extend the

nuaber of Unions being reported on to a)l those in which we have

contact, eee
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eseee The Seoretariat is preparing individusl files for

each Union in which we have contact on the basis of reports

received frou Party sources, The "Industriel Yorker” and

the press in general, ‘The Bureau will thus be in a position

to assess the difficulties in each Union end so plan the

work of militants sccordingly, The Bureau has assisted

militants standing for office in the Labourers end Drivers

Union while they prepare for production leaflets in support

of their candideture. ....Work has been done in the organ-

ising of a progressive ticket of officers for the Wellington

‘Trades Council in conjunction with the National Committee and

the Federation of Labour, The importance of collecting

finance on the basis of Party Trade Union work has been stressed

but et the present time only one branch is forwarding to the

Pureeu 8 regular weekly sum, Even this amount is collected

from Porty members and not from Party sympathisers. 0.

Both the Tobacco Workers and the Hutt Strike, particularly

the latter, in conunction with the Secretariat of the Proy-

incial Committee received assistance and advice from the

Bureau, In the case of the Hutt Strike organising and

technics] cadres were sent on to the job and were able to give

veluable assistance to the Strike Committee ~ co-operating

with the Railway Party Branch in the problea of propaganda,

planning strategy and tactios, «.sssMore effective co-op-

eration could have been given had the Looal Perty Branch

fully understood that the role of the Party should at e121

times be to take the ‘initietive.- in extending our influence

ond in the building up of job contacts greater advantage

must be taken of the “Industriel Yorker". ‘The importance

of studying the discussing the editorial of the paper cannot

bo stressed too mehes it contains the industriel directive —
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of the moment. The following is the Wellington Party membership

in the undermentioned 2 Unions for the month of February < the

latest available; -

Carpenters 11 General Labourers 4
Drivers 3 Public Service 2
Store Workers 2 Herbour Board 1
Freezing Vorks 1 Shop Assistants 1
Woollen Mills 1 hing 5

4 A.S.R.3, Cigtn) & Road
Workers 2 Service Branch and

Wetersiders ‘ renee ; each
Tranways nters
vlusbers 1 Bakers 1
Tolacoo Yorkers 1 Clerical Yorkers ;
Packers 1 ¥,5.¥7.U,

The following executive positions were held at

Wellington:-

National President 1 LaR.O, De tes 2
Trades Council Local Presi 1
Delegates 10 Executive nembers 5

Although greater activity in recruiting on the

job and at Union meetings could have been taken present reports

show that we can expect at least a 25 per cent, increase in

Trade Unions at the time of this report. .ecsooeThe Party's

influence is growing in the Trades Council, but we have not

yet got the wajority influence, although at tines victories are

obtained, notably on the personnel of the Committee of Inquiry

into the M, Wall case,

CAMPAIGNS IN THE TRADES
UNION,

 

PAIIERSTON
Next to Wellington is the oldest Party District.

It ws in this Centre the first Trades Union work was centred

round the Carpenters Union, although for a while good work

emanated from tie Hotel Workers Union.
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In this work, by tts very nature on the one hand

and the feot that it is the oldest Trade Union on the other,

good work hasbeendoneby the Party Comrades at the above

shed, The District Party Committee hashelped the men

considerably to onion their work and baila ths Party in the

Provinee,

f Very 11:t1e feotusl pointeoan vemade hor in

; ‘Tespect to the rmade Unton work beanuse of the footthat

TradeUnion‘gontacthas boon generally poor and |sporedie,

but itganbe wie: eenereily that the pony.6nowOperating

 



POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON, C.1.

morandum fos

ALL DISTRICTS, ey, E
8th November,1

ce attending Labour Unio eetil

With reference to my memorandun of the 10th
September last: When it is suspected|a Trade Union
Meetingis being used by any person to coversubversive -
grere?ions » the police, on the authority of the Officer
inch irge of the District, should approachthe respons:
officer of the Trade Union in questionandask foran
assurance that subversive operations be not permitted
the Union meeting. If such an assurance is not given Neha
matter can be reported to my office, —

This memorandum may be retained at

ete
a foof Police. /‘5 7 ati v

 



 

8 NOV i949

Dear Miss Egan,

With further reference to your letter of the 2nd
October I have had enquiry made concerning the matters raised
in your letters of the 20th and 25rd September. I am advised
that no instructions were issued for the attendance of a
detective at the funeral of the late Mrs AsBs Powell, and that
Detective Marsh who wad on anmual leave at the time definitely
did not attend,

As regards the complaint by your Il.eRsG. concern
the attendance of a detective at 4 mesting ofof the General cis
Lebourers' Union, theoe were informed on good authori
thet certainiTosatywees Seoatirna retes with
the Communist ut sing ce: de veeon nestinae
for the aietriucthonoFof copies of the TSDoapis 's Voice”
illegal publication, and detective was eneeaeted totek
such steps as were necessary to ascertain whether this was
correct or not, and to act accordingly.

Tt ath be understood that persons cannot be
permitted to any type of meeting x subversive Eerponesy
nor ean any ’ laing oF Foon he Meld tobe immune from
thatgous At thessame Booka saaeekae 7 own“porsonalwish

ib? ee 6! 8 a any on m
ss on the ‘tation of ~ responsibleofficers when, in

theopinion of the management of + cigaetbetiny such action
is advisable.

 

   

   

 

  
   

The course that I am poannesies ime police to
‘ollow. in connection with suspected nekveoperations under

ee responsible
fficers of the Trade Union in question. no.oo for an assurance
that such subversive tactics end operations would not be per=
itted at the Union meetings, I am sure thatPend assur

will be given and Losyally adhered to by eve onsible Trade

tse oveanibateses Farkianlhiedsnagreae oy, CaeS

that the police woeld have to option but fo teke whatever steps
were necessary to detect and prevent subversive activities.

  

Kind regards. aeee beehote Yours fai Llys

fe taeereeae
AdagesGases (Signed) P, FRASER

Commissioner of Police:

Referred, PG-Ceaar Zee Coen

Gp Rope
Be eEe.
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a 8, 40/2046.
[Form No. 108.
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

Miss M,4, Egan, Hon,Sec., Otago Teh. writes to Rt.Hou, prime -
Subject : er. redetective attending bigs Gén. Labourers! Union Peatnan aleoue

Detective attending funeral of Mr. A,B.Powell; also W.deM. Wilson
Secretary, Dunedin Painters' Union writes repolice attending 2 ade
Union

100,000/3/40— 19783] >
yee

— y wy a

The Right Hon. Mifister ino)
herge of Potieg,

    

I attach reports-for your infor-
mation. It appears that the detective
did not attend the funeral of the late
Mr, Powell.

The letters refer to & detective
Busending & meeting of the Otago
General Labourers’ Union in August
last. Full reports on this matter
were sent to you on the léth ultimo.

Commissioner of ed ; MW
21.10,40.

men.
ae

 



  

2,

5,40/2046. ;

{Form No. 108. i
ant {
a '
Ww ‘

Stree NEW ZEALAND POLICE. ;

Subject:MissMM, i Right_Hon,_
frime Minister re a Bete ve attendi the Otego GonexaraeOnneEe. ;
Union méeting, andalsoaDetective attending funeral Mir. 4. BePowell.
 

 100,000/3/40-~ 9783)

The Superintendent of Police,
DUNEDIN,

For report please. Is this
the same meeting that was previously
reported on?

Gapdevas of Police
@310,40.

».as  
The Superintendent: -

Please see report atteched.

Chief Detective.
7/10/40.

 

Superintendent

8=410=0,.

The Superintendent of Police,
DUNEDIN.

Please have a report from
Detective Mer@h furnished.

es of Police. d
11.10. 406 w

Ad:
Commi s

 

The Chief Detective,

Please see report of 17-10-40,

attached. 4Lo Kk. Z

Detective, No:2960,

IZy Ba ie8

PDK
Dito Ay (ey
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REPORT of Detective J.P.Marsh,

femme Chief Detective,

Dunedin.

he relative jo Miss M.A.Egan, Hon Sec, Otago L.R.C. write
the BeetHonourable Peter Fraser, Prime Minister, rea
Detective attending the funeral of the late Mr. A.B.Po

“ Vide the attached".

T respectfully report that I

definitely did not attend the funeral of the late Mr.

A.B.Powell. I was notaware of his death until I none

his obituary notice in the "Evening Star" on the 5-8- C

vide the attached clipping.

fntAenathe.
Detective, Nos °960.

17-10-40.
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_AND POLICE.

Pelionadies_Dunedin.

if Date;_7

th

October

 _
,

REPORTof Chief Detective T. E. Holmes , No.

relative to_\iss M. A. Egan, Hon Sec, Otego L.R.C. wiivent to.
the Right Honounabe Peter Fraser, Prime Minister, re a _
Ietective attending the Otago General Lebouer's (nion, me
ing, end » Detective attending funeral of lr A. B. Powedl:

aoe i aA

  

   

7 2"

Be be ’ I respectfully report no Detective has visited

lany Lebour tnion Meeting since the Detective Gibson &

e incident of 13-6-40, fully reported 30 th August 1940,_
report referred to by Commissioner's memorandum dated
3-10-40, herewith. ge

with regard to Detective Marsh attending the
funerel of Vr Arthur Basil Powell, this wes not done
under inperuntsone Mr_ Powell was identical with person
whose name has previngsly epeesred in secret corresponden
his funerel took plece on the lst of August. Detective
Marsh was on annuel leeve from 27nd of uly to3trdtor “er
August 1940. - at

Detective Marsh is at presenton leave attending

Be the funerel of his mother end does not resume until the©

st 17th Instant, his address is 65, Wood Street, Ponsonby,—
Aucklend, Wel. a
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= The Superintendent,
ee DUNEDIN.

 



 

THURSDAY, August1, 1940.

POWELL,—On July 30, 1940) af Dunedin,

MeeOeaA beloved” husband of|
hnie Powell; 204 Vogel strect; aged
years.—The Funeral will leave our

Chapel,

7
8
,

St, Andrew street. ‘To-day |
(thursday), August 1, at 280 pm.
for the Anderson's Bay Crematorium.
ope and) Kinaston, funeral directors.
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Dear Mies Egan,

I am in receipt of your letters of the 20th

and 23rd September and shall be pleased to have

immediate enquiry made concerning the matters raised

therein. You will be further advised in this

connection later.

With kind regards.

Yours faithfully,

Miss MA. Bgan,.
Hon. Secretary,
Otapo LekeCey
C/o Barnes & Coys,
210 Stuart Street,

DUNEDIN, ©.1.

 

Commissioner of Police:

Referred.

eg
* OFtag



NEW ZEALAND LABOUR PARTY
PHo “ser OTAGO L.R.C. Please Note Address of Secretary :

a : C/0--RAINES...BOGFoyorem

| ‘Prime Minister's Office.

|
7

| Zé StFisao |
1

| CEIVED|RE pe Ey

Rt. Hon. P. Fraser,
Prime Minister,

Wellington.

Dear Sir,

 

A further complaint has been forwarded to the O.L.R.C.
that at a recent meeting of the Otago General Labourers' Union
a detective was in attendance, and I have been instructed to
advise you that this L.R.C. is very much opposed to this xmuxk
type of supervision by the Police Department,and trust that an
investigation will be made immediately.

Yours faithfully,

Marg 4. oa7,
Hon. Secretary.



~NEW ZEALAND LABOUR PARTY
PHO), or OTAGO L.R.C. Please Note Address of Secretary:

c/o Barnes & Coy.

8 On. 210...Sbuath...SECTun
7S
~SE194/ DUNEDIN,....CeTe...2@PEs.20ERpum! 9 40.

& f Ve

Rt. Hon. P. Fraser,

Prime Minister,

Parliament Buildings,

Wellington.

Dear Sir,

IT have been instructed by the above Committee to seek
information as to the reason why Detective Marsh attended the
funeral of the late Mr. A.B. Powell,and who issued the order
for his attendance there.

Trusting you will give this matter your immediate

attention.

Yours faithfully,

MM ang a. 6pam,

Hon. Secretary.



G.D.D.—11

 

EXTRACT/COPH///

From (source): Eee Reference: =e 840/220 Date:5% October, 1940

ForFile No. 21/2/

Original on... 21/3/5

Received on Extracted/CdpibdAy... es On... 20402064

The Commnist Party is 100 per cent behind the new paper, the “Industrial
Worker" which is published in Wellington, At present the circulation in
Auckland is only a few hundreds, ‘These come to Walter ASHTON, Secretary of
Glassworkers Union and well-known Party member and he arranges distribution through
the Party Groups, However, according to what Gordon WATSON told me during
the week, there a move afoot to set up a Conmittee of Trade Unionists to
menage the organisation and distribution of the paper, I have been asked to
go on the committee in an advisory capacity but think it mmdvisable to

on, Gordon WATSON informed me that the Party had control



120

ai[>/ ye

 

aee

Subject:Cormmmmist activity among Coal-miners.

 
100,000/8/38—8709)

Detective Sergeant Knight.

Would you please, let 1

report on this subject, shor

seen done,for the information of
  

 

  

  

tne

Commissioner of Police.

7%
aK :
oh Inspector-of Police.

WS II/4/1940.

The Inspector

 

ttached herewith

FeralYRer

  



  

REPORTof_peteactiveH.2Knight, No,_2052

| relative to__GommmistactivityamongatGoalUiners||

' The Inspector of
Police

Greymouth.

   

NEW

 

a raeieaaes  
  

  

  

  ZHALAND POT
Police-station ;_ Detective Office Greymouth

Date :__16th May 1940 19 a

 

Vide attached Memorandum .

 

I respectfully report having

eontacted all the Managers of Coal lines in the Greymouth /

Police Listrict in respect to this matter , but have no     

  

  

since obtained from them any information or complaint 33

in regard to Comnunist activities in any way hampering ||

their operations. The matter is a diffieult

one to define the actual position , but to put it

briefly the Owners and Managers are not in the strie

sense of the word in charge of the mines, the actual

control of the working is in the hands of the Miners]

Unions, All of the Miners Unions in the Westport —
District are controlled by Communists who hold all th

 

   
  

Exuctive positions in the Unions. ‘At the State wines|

in the Greymouth District the Unions are controlled by

reasonable men and no Communist holds any important pos 4

-ition on the Unions. In the private mines at WalTsen

and Dobson the Comnunist element and supporters have

about equal weight in the managment of the Unions. ;

However the position is this , that outside

subversive statements in respect to the Government and

the Government policy and possibly in very few instance

some small individual obstruction for a personal griev

-ce , no concerted effort to restrict the Mines wall

be made. In this I might exclude the general tendency 7

of all workers to ask. for an increase in wages to be  

e
e
s
:

the higher cost of living. The reason for

my opinion is thet practically every miner ineluding the
i



i

qf
Re-established

gre remote or in doubt,further
owing to circum-

stances
over which they have no eontrol

such as lack of shipping
j

railway,
truck shortages

and weather
conditions

Yieir earnings
overt

a period have not been sufficient
for them to desire to take a

holiday ,which strictly,
speaking

is the main cause of either the

Miners or Truckers
wishing

a stoppage.

Further
when the full control

of the Mmbhmmmim
local Unien is in

charge of the so called Communist
element

the matter is lobked on

with pride by them and the responsibility
of stoppages

is thrown

directly
on their shoulders,

This is not strictly
a Communist

principsl
and they eannot thenefone

work to system by being a

lone disruptive
olement

amongst
otherwise

peacable
workers,

Further
the Comnuthist

while the Labour Government

is in power onthe Cease receives
little or no hearing

and in

many cases is severely
dealt with by his fellow workers

who he

may attempt
to subvert.

I might piso mention
that

within a recent period many who were procleimed
Communists

and

supporters
are now proclaiming

that they have no connection
wit

-h the party or system.

 

   Det Sorgt
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From (source):

For File No.

G.D.D.—11 ,

EXTRACT/GOPY 46
Reference: KX hOv35a Date: 46.380

21/2/4

Received on

Original on... BE/4PS

RARORTBos205.
Cer etoereneSOPOTHREMEEE TEREEAEH ERE BOOSo*

TRADE UNION POST?IONS.

At the meeting I attendea during the week slarm was expressed i
by ths Party menbers at the loss of Trade Union executive positions iFaamesan GPet~ Tsk. ANGELO be4isplacea in the 4.5.2.5. Harry JORNSON losing his seat on theexecutive of the Local Bodies Labourers Union and “Gandy” NelErmlosing the Secretaryship of the above-mentioned Union by nine (9votes. MeLENNAN was not in the Party nevertheless he followed theParty lead, It was also etated that the whole of the Party anamilitent seetion of the A.9.8.8. had been removed and thet the A.5.R,S,
wes now in control of a bunch of “reactionerice,"

The general opinion expressed wee that the P erty members had
been too lax in theip Trade Union ectivities and had taken too much
for grented, Efforts must be made from now on to consolidate TradeUnion work end "win the masses" to the Party by setting a good le
as trade unionists to the rank and file, By @oing this the Perty will
win the confidence of the masses and instead of tosing Trade Unionpositions, will gain same, A Trade Union line is being drawn up and
Will be put into operation in the immediate future,

TOPCO PPROEERLOCD COOL RI SEC Es aC sEeseeetetiuecces

ee oe oe "5
2acon



From (source):.

For File No.

Original on... ...5

Received on

GD.D—1i1

EXTRACT/COPW/

‘SpeBre sutilapa Reference: Bx.801,0/285 - Date: TES Ses 1380

21/2/ s vee
22/3/5 é f2

Mibdddd)copied by =’ On... 8212460
 

RELATIVE TO: §xeport No,202 dated 10,3.40 concerning
Commnist Party activities.

 

I respectfully forward the attached report of [petea 10,3.40, (Below)

Referring to waterfront hold-up of work at Auckland when the strike committee
was elected by the Waterside Workers Union members on the 9th inst the first
four nominated for the committee are all members of the Commmist Party,
They are:

Alexander DRENNAN P,G, 1934/626
John MITCHELL
Albert Edward (Jack) BASHAM FG, 1927/529
Ben BRAY

ALL have been, mentioned in previous reports re Communist activities,

Those who went to Wellington as delegates were:<

Herold BARNES, a meniber of the Mt. Albert Borough Council, on the Labour
Party ticket,

Victor NUGENT, who was to have spoken at a Free Speech meeting in Quay Street,
on Sunday, 11.2240, but which was abondoned, This man was not
known as a Party member,

MocLEAN, & Close associate of DRENNAN and BARNES,

In view of the subsequent decision of a large majority of the watersiders on the
12th inst to return to work, it is now apparent that the support accorded the
Communist nominees at the former Strike Committee meeting was not truly
representative of the mss of the Union feeling.

It bears out once again what I have often reported previously regarding
indistrial labour troubles. ‘That is, #hat the energy and initiative of
Commnist trade wiion members on the one hand, and the apathy, laziness, fear
and the yery common and somewhat natural feeling that if there is any
unpleasant: issue te decide then "I don't want to have anything to do with it"
on the other hand, is mainly responsible for the wellGorganised Commmist
minority being able to make decisions for a body of their fellow workers
perhaps 20 times their own number, Whereas, in actual fact the large majority
is actually opposed to the Comamist "line",

In no sphere of industry is this assertion more borne out than on the water~
front and in the Railway Workshops,

eovccvee E.A, STEVENSON
Detective,

REPORT or (ro,202

YATSRMRONTDISPUTE.
Up until the time m& the Strike Committee was set up the Commmist Party took more
or less a back seat in the Waterfront dispute. However the first four
nominations for the committee were commmists and the names are as follows:
Alex.DRENNAN; Johnny MITCHELL; Jack BASHAM: and Ben BRAY. These four were duly
elected on the strike committee. When discussion took place regarding sending
delegates to Wellington to confer with the Wellington watersiders, Alex DRENNAN
was one of the first nominated but refused on the grounds that being a well-known
Commmnist, might prejudice the chances of a satisfactory settlement of the
dispute. Therefore Jock BARNES, Victor NUGENT and another delegate were elected

preceed to Wellington. This is the position as it stands at
™ ee Oe SECRET ee Sc ce writin: tis.



Subject: COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES onwharves and railways:  

 

100,000/11/36—140S1]

ae
The Inspector:-

At present there is no evidence

- of Communist activity on the wharves or

railways : The Commissioner's instruct-

ant |
ees

1}

  



 

. NEW ZEBALAND POLICE. (Police—J004:

=e ’ Police-station :_“etlinetenWharf. 4 8

; Date:_SthOcteber

=

jg 39%

2 T pank, 96.REPORT of Barechive Sergeant W,lrickleban No. 1796
 

relative {o__COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES0}    

 

| |

I beg te repert that the Cemmunists heve been very

quiet abeut the Wherves and ships.

The Seamen's Unien dumped several members ef their

Unien them were well knevn Cemminists, and the ethers heve been very

quiet eof lete,.

Pitcgerald was ene ef them, he is new a member of

)Yeterside Werkers Unien, but he is never heard ef,
}
|

 

en whe wes enether menber whe was dumped, I

junderstend went te Australia where he came frem..

j The venerel werkings ef the wharves are much

impreved ef late, end I den't think the Cemmunist: get much of a

neering at the menthly step-werk meeting which ere held in the

Denkey-reom en the first Thursday each menth,

Sheuld anything take place regarding the Communists

pbeut the “harves, I will repert accerdingly...

‘The Chief Detective, tdpe
|
| WELLINGTON CENTRAL, Detective Bergeent NO.1796.

 
DetectiveSergeant Doyle:-

Please note for atte tion re Communist activities
| the Railways:| se8 e Railways: UV

po 4

A WO/2G D nsetBétestive
| £ 9-10-39:

  
| The Chief Detective, —

Noted for attention.So far there have been no
clonpaainea regarding Commnist activ ities in connection

| with the working of the Railway:

|

H i
S t H oS t Su oO

300,000/8/38—8707)



Inyour reply, please
quote this number:

G2
—SHeREe 50/177,

POLICE DEPARTMENT,

Wetuneton, lst September 1959.

MEMORANDUM for

Superintendent of Police,

WELLINGTON.

COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES ON WHARVES AND RAILWAYS.

Please ensure that a watch is kept for any evidence of the intent-

ion of the Communist Party,or other subversive organizations, to inter

-fere with the smooth working of shipping or railways in your district

mi of Police, 9

by

 



SREPET   
NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

Subject:CommunistActivitiesonWharvesardPailways, at Dunedin

_Vide Commissioners memorandum §.39/177. ee
 

100,000/8/38—8709]

Detective Russell

For attention, please

6.Hix

Chie? Detective

 

4/9/39

The Chief Detective

Please see revort attached.

f G: K.,antl

Detective 2505

21/9/39

The Superintendent.
aS
pr$e 16 one
f ee

Chief Detective.

20-9- 39.
Hen oe

  



Police-station :__Dunedin a

Date :_2ist September , 19.39

REPORT of_ 3.0 ssell, Detective ——_ No.

relative to Communist activities on wharves and Railwa

Vide attached

I resnectfully report that
a received confidential information from Wr. Ruth,
Justice of the Peace, residing at 42 Eskvale street,
St. Kilda, Dunedin and employed at Fillside Workshops
that Communist literature had been distributed outside
the Hillside Workshons Cargill "oad, Dunedin on the
1/9/39.

Mr. Ruth stated that the
literature was in pamphlet form and he obtained samples _
which have heen forwarded to Wellington vide separate r
Piles.

I subsequently saw Mr. McEvoy
and obtained the names of the persons who were distri-_
-buting these namphlets and they are as follows :-

John Joseph Hannan,welder, 2 Hope Street,Duredin

David Godfrey Rrown,welder,74 Pine Hill Rd. Dunedin,

William John larslin, holder un,1°8 Musselburgh Rise
Dunedin,

These men will be watched in
future ard should they be detected distributing
Communist literature in or about the Workshons J will
be immediately informed,

I have no direct evidence
that the above men were distributing the pamphlets my |
information came through Mr. Ruth who obtained it from
a third party whose name he did not wish to disclose.

ea
Mr. Ruth does not wish it to ©

be spread about that he is supplying the information.

As this matter affects the
Railways T deemed it necessary to submit a report.

Samples of pamphlets distributed
have heen forwarded to Wellinceton vide report submitted

by me on the 6/9/39,

hie? Detective

Dunedin.   artes ty 32a1y



In your reply, please
quote this number:

64
—onieninin39/277.

POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON, 28% September 1959,

Superintendent of Police,

DUNEDIN.

Please ensure that a wateh is kept for any evidence of the intent-

ion of the Communist Party,or other subversive orgenizations, to inter

The Chief Detective,
Respectfully noted.

GY. Jaryhont
D/Seret. No €4718.

4/9/39. 



Subject :

 

409,000/11/36—1405t]

teL

Bi Socprorentasctast
Alathe -

lee ed. Geeks

Wh
G Met

wed
a=

Ouye/ 40.9 2F  



Copy

ret9/177

Police Department,

Wellington. Ist September 1939.

ESS

Memorandum for

The Superintendent of Police,
Christchurch.

Communist tiv: 9 i .

Please ensure that a watchis kept for any evidence

of the intention of the Communist Party, or other subversive

organizations, to interfere with the smooth working of shipping

or Railways in your District.

(Sed) D. J. Cummings

Commissioner of Police.

‘he Chief Detective,

your infor lease.
olice have been
  
 Lyttelton F

  

aA ckfees ; COOK

dh As ie

129.69
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| j 31/2Ju

NEW ZHALAND POLICE.

—

Pile
. x Teeeee

sae x | | Police-station:________Wellington,

_

‘ Ho Date; Sth February 193° x5

} e REPORT of. Detective Sergeant P.Doyle , No 1337

The Chief Detective,

Wellington,

 

relative to the result of election of Trade Union Delegates _
 

in the Wellington and neighbouring districts.

Vide attached,
 

I beg to report that through the
absence of my informant from the city on holiday, and my
own absence from duty on annual leave, I have only been
able to obtain the required information today in connection
with the recent election of Trade Union Delegates in the
Wellington, Westland,Manawatu and Nelson districts.

I attach a copy of the Ballot Results,from which it
will be seen that the Communist candidates failed to gain
representation as Trade Union Delegates, this refers to
J.Croxson and J.J.Robinson, and Croxson also failed in his
ttempt to become a District Councillor, although he
polled 144 votes as against I67 by the successful candeidate
V.H.Blair.

There appears to have been a complete lack of
interest shown in the election in the Wellington District
where I485 ballot papers were issued and only 440 returned, ©
a similar position applies in the other districts. |

However,it is satisfactory to know that the |
Communists gained no ground in this district, and all the
old delegates still hold office, although the lack of
interest shown by the rank anf file might have resulted
otherwise,

In addition to the ballot results, a copy of which is
attached, I have. also attached a copy of the unopposed
members elected for Wellington, Wanganui-ning vTountry,
‘airarapa,nawkes Bay,Nelson, Masterton,Buller,Wanganul
Westland, Manawatu, Otaki,Palmerston North and Greymouth.

I am unable to ascertain the results of voting
in other centres,except that I am informed that no material
changes took place,but the strenghh of the Communist
representation is not known here.

C   

  

\

Ltgoat IS37.Detective S

  



BALLOD. RESULTS.

s WELLINGTON DISTRICT.

Qrades CouncilDelegates: Arthurs
Blair: V,

ButlersPolts

Z Oroxson Je
Keane Dede
Mackintosh R.A,
O'Grady My

~~ Robinson" JeJ,
Informal

J  
  

 

298
2517
558
222
268
170
315
168

1
Thereby declare Messrs. P.y. Butler, M.0'Grady, J. Arthurs, D,J. Keane end
VAH. Blair elected. y

WEELINSTON L.R.Cs Delega $

Arthurs, Js

Blair VieHe

Butler Pali,
Keane Dede

Mackintosh ReAs

Millard ay’
O'Grady Ne
Page WeFs

Todd JeLe
Informal

Thereby declare Messrs. PsM. Butler,
V.H. Blair, R.A. Mackintosh and J.L,

 

Todd’ elected.

Blair Vile
~Croxson Je
Mackintosh Rul.

IT hereby declare Mr. V.H. Blair elected.

District Councillor: —

543
559
3 66
S52
504
265.
S54
255
268

a
M. O'Grady; Ded. Keane, J. Arthurs,

167
144,
94

In the Wellington District 1,485 ballot papers were issued
and 440 returned.

WESSLAND
Cranston Ts.
Wilcox Js
Pupich J.
Closs. W.H.
Informal
No Coupons

District Councillor:

I hereby declare Mr, J. Wilcox elected,

$1
156
is
29
1

10

In the Westlami District 675 ballot papers were issued,
and 245 returnedy

MANAWATU,
District Councillor: Bell GD,

Queenan J, P.
No: Coupons

I hereby declare Mrs. JvP,. Queenin elected,

  In the
and 220 were returned,

NELSON DISTRICT.
Cuthbert M.

Terry Os
Nos Coupons.

District: Councillor:

i hereby declare Mr..C. Terry elected,

78
125
hee

fanswatu) District 767 ballot papers were issued

26
Wes
13,

In the Nelson Distriét 3521 ballot papers were issued
and 110 returned. '

,
Oe eeeneo ereres,



President:
Vice-President:
Trustee:

Councillor:

Councillor:

Councillor:

BALLOT RESULTS.

MEMBERS UNOPPOSED.

WELLINGTON DISTRICT.

J. Arthurs.
P.E. Wright.
G. Fraser

WANGANUI-KING COUNTRY.
J.J. Scott.
 

WATRARAPA.
RN. Shave

HAWKE'S BAY.
J. Arthur(akapau)

LABOUR REPRESENTATION COMMITTER.
M, Cuthbert Nelson
EH. Terry ue
C. Flanagan 2
R. Shaw Masterton
J. Ammunsen u
S. Daniells ut
G.S. Stevenson sf
Je Roberts
JeA. Pupich
H. stephen y
T. Cranston Mt
N.L. Death Wangenui
A. Carmichael H
E.G. McGrath
H. Trowland
(one position to be filled for Westland)
SC. Bright Manavatu
W. Seaburgh tt
D. Thompson a
W.A. Batten Otaki
L. Moheky nt
L. Bevins
L. Newdick
J.P. Queenan Mt
P.S. Smith us

Westland
wt

Palmerston North

TRADESCOUNCILS
W.H. Closs
H. Stephen
Jd. Wilcox
W. MeAliece
R. Shaw
R.E. Wilton a
N.L. Death Wanganui
A. Smith tt
M. Cuthbert
GC. Terry.
R. Lee
L. Newdick
deP. Queenan 3
B.S. Smith "

Greymouth
Buller

n

Mast¥rton
'

Nelson
w

Manayvatu
Ue

eo eercetscey,
. .
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Detective Office,

Welling ion

REPORT of Detective Sergeant P.Doyle

The Chief Detective,

Wellington.

$90,000/10/36—11940}

relative fo members of the Commnist Party holding office

in Trade nions at Wellington,
 

“

I beg to report that so far as Well ineton
is concerned the achivities’ of members of the Communist
Party in conn r ith Trade Unionism is of a minor

|neture compared ¥ that of Tom Stanley and his followers
at Auelc

Those holding office here are J.J. Robinson, Labourers
Union,who is 9 delegate to the Trades and Labour Council,

E.Burt of the same Union and who resides at 139
Street and employed by the Johnsonville Town Board

eme- 13.

/ 3.Croxson formerly organiser for the Labourers Union
and now employes by the City Council on sewerage work.

v Bill O'Reilly & labourer employed on the Johnsonville
No.13 Scheme,

y s TUE Q iL E115 in

the Trade Unions, but the latterlis regarded aa a mild
munist,who is easily influenced, and it its believed

he will Gesert the ‘cause of Communism in the near
ure.

Adem Laird an employee of the Art Cabinet Company is
aterested in the movement,but is not reearded as an

}arcent Communist. He represents the shop assistants,

Pp Charles Morris Brooks represents the Railways, but
he carries little or no weight in the movement.

VV Ella Stewart represents the clothing workers, but
she too is not regarded seriously by the rank anq file
in the Trade Union movement.

H.Kind is the Boot operators represeantative,but little
jas Knoyn of his activities, and the same applies to a man
‘names Childs. ef the Coach and Body builders.

\/ Thereis a man named Theyers also interested, but on
whose behalf it is not known.

There 1s @ movement on foot new by the Wellineton,
Nelson, and Westland Local Bodies Labourers and Related
Trades Industrial Union of Workers in conjunction with
/Munietpal and General Workers Union to elect Trades Council
Delepates.

This will be done by secret ballot, and the Conmunists
are making every endesvour to secure the election of
Rebinson and Croxson, but the saner labour members are
working equally as beard to defeat their object, know ing
that if Communism suc¢eeds,Trade Unionism will be in
the grip) of that opody.  



 



Wednesday 14/7/37.

‘pi eee
The following is a list of Trade Uni

meibers, who are also members of the Communist Party, here in Wellington,

Municipal and Generak Workers Union............ 5. (J.J,Robinson,

; areceeyecae
PiumiberseValen.anh.eis.on (OnExecutive) ?
Stone Masons Union, TET erhea nese nasene We dic gyal (pall " McHardy).

Coach and Body Builders Undon’,ssc tiers te sleceree 4, (Preeman, Burt, (Exec, )
reas Childs, Theyers. )

Shop Assistants Union............-.e00++++e0-0- Ls (Laird, on Executive),

Plasterers Unlonyqueuesenen eae alasaeay 2

APSRISEcenteats ss ekeiesnersecoMooneaes

Boot, Operatives Uniom.. oii). ciccises asic ees eee lie (He Kind, on) Exec.)

Cloghing Trades and Tailoresses Union.......... 1. (Ella Stewart.)

Engineers UMLON ater rciccsia sista beeen tense seerele eo

Tramway Employees Union...................,.... 1, (A.J.Birehfield, )

CLertioaLe Unton si) saccca seas lets SoeRea . (B.Fortune, Margar-
3 b erreet P t.)

PenUnionec gsc en eects tet oo ecu one CLC MEanRone Meany)

. (Harding ?.)

. (Silverstone.)—-//F
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relative to_members ofthe CommunistParty holdingoffice,

n

andprominent in,trade unions.

—Videatte
 

  

I respectfully report that following is
a further list of names of Communist Party members in
Auckland who are active in the trade unions referred to.
As far as is known all of those mentioned in the earlier
reports attached are still active... In this further
list it cannot be stated in every instance that the
member is definitely holding some office in the union,
but where that fact is known it is stated.

All the following names have been
previously referred to in correspondence re Communist
Party activities... All,are not merely sympathisers,but
actual members of the Party.

seteJohn Reginald;carpenter at Otahuhu railway workshops
and active as a communist there for over 2 years past.

May be on executive of the Railway Tradesmens' Assn.
Woy manaSometimes writes in the "Workers! Weekly" and spéaks often

in lunch hour meetings at the workshops.

i
CreanRichard; member of the Auckland Council of the
Federation of Labour. Secretary of the Optical Workers
ae. Member of the Auckland City Council.

BLAIR,ane the only previous reference to t an was in
mycovering report,dated 13th Sept,1938,to report
No.185. I then stated that 2 years ago the leader of
I.G.5A at the Otahvhu railway workshops was a man of this
NAMeee Blair is the branch secretary of the Railway
Tradesmens' Assn. at the railway workshopse. See bhe
attached "Workers Weekly" article dated 18/11/38.
The information that Blair is a member of the Party did
not come from the Department's usual secret source,but
I believe it to be reliable.

5k

HUTCHINGS ,Robert; a waterside worker at Auckland,referréd
to frequently for some years past as a sympathiser
working as a waterside worker at Auckland.. He is now a
Party member and is active in the Waterside Workers Union,
but it is not thought that he holds office.

Ret J.("Slasher")s3an Auckland waterside worker.
‘\Ketive in the union,but not thought to be on the executive,

but is closely associated with Alexander Drennan,who is.

Y  Sehe
MITCHELL, Johnny; same as Murray. Wpites Commnist articles
for “Workers easownie waterfront conditions

984

UDE,Jamesya hotel barman.eeonl etive and open
ommunist in the Hotel & Restaurant Workers Union.

\ Recently stood for office of President of the union,but
‘defeated on split vote.
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Coesterer's trimner in railway workshops at
- A continually active Communist there for years past

and takes active part in union affairs there,but not known
to hold office.

rge,or | Georges; Party member in Auckland for
Pa. ye Ps past 6 exe pave of the Au Land and.

lity f

Chri wertPie,eteMornington; very well known as local Commnist.

OSeew wedreAhaw 9

AOA

Leevet 39/25

‘s fireman and mentioned in former list as active
in Bene! Union,but never had much following.
For 4 months past"he has been employed as a boilermaker at
the Otehuhu Railway workshops.. Quickly came to the front
there as a Commnist agitator and took a leading part in the
recent strike there,in which he was appointed delegate.
etsaid to have gained a good follow: there and gained a
good dealsearspaceniee there since strike. This man will
nH hte @ leading par ‘a Comminist in industrial dispute

is Eaucory previousl on more than one occasion.

cee gate oxedae

aeCharles; a qecer Comment for several years.
the executive of the Pla Is not a

do not me > a feature of
this union.

At present there are no other Communist
Party members who are known to take a leading,or influential
a,in the actions and deliberations of their respective

OnSe

Of course,as I have reported previously
on several occasions,all Communist Party members who are
working in industry and are trade union members are among
the best of unionists so far as active interest in’ union
affairs and attendance at meetings goes.

Increased Communist activity in trade
unions is not so mech the result of an increase in the number
of Communist Party members and supporters in those unions and
in the District Council of the Federation of Labour, but
because of the disinterestedness and apathy of such a large
number of trade union members who are not Communist supporters
by any means.... The newspaper extracts which I have
attached hereto throw some further light on this aspect of
a danger which apparently has only recently become generally
recognised.

The point of the whole matter seems to.
be that legislation can compel workers to become members of
8 union but it does not compel them to attend union meetings
and take an active and intelligent interest in union affairs.

Communist Party members are not strong
numerically in the various trade unions,but their influence
and voting power becomes much stronger because they make it
their business to gain a real understanding of union problems
and they therefore,often become the logical and natural
leaders.. Also because of the indifference of large nunbers
of workers wh@echief interest in their union is that they 



74
are compelled to be members and pay the fees.

The Comminists fully appreciate the very
great power that rests with those who control the industrial
labour movement, and that has been the chief sphere of their
activities during the last 2 or 3 years.

: 4 They hope,through a powerful representation
on the New Zealand Federa on of Labour to bring increasing
} measure: bear on the Political Labour Party and the8 : 3 ; 3

_ From careful attention to Commmist speakers
and reading the "Workers Roe it can be seen that one of
the important reasons behind recent strikes and stoppages
of work is the efforts of the militants -largely Commmnists-
to severely curtail the powers of jhe Arbitration Court,
if not to do away with it and wi ndustrial Conciliation and
Arbitration Act,altogether, and to return to the old idea
of collective action and direct bargaining with the employers,
backed up by the threat of strike action.

f To this end Communists are frequently
quoting the late Harry Holland's pamphlet on Arbitration
entitled "Labour Leg-ironeda".

 



2) Q +

NEW ZRALAND POLICE. police A004.

ST x | IWo Police-station:_Dunedin Eng

_ Date:_1lthDecember__, 193 8

REPORTof_a.c.Russell,Detective ss, No._2505_

The

Chief Detective

Dunedin.

390,090/9/37—11395)

 

 

relative toMembers.oftheCommpist Partyholdingoffice

in Trade Unions. ___Videattached._

I respectfully report that
I have enquired into this matter and the following
members of the Communist Party are acting on the various
Trade Union Executives in Dunedin.

John McLellan Jamiesion, on executive of the Painters
Union.

James Jamieson, on executive of the Metal Workers Union.

Samel Ikin, delegate, Federation of Labour.

Arthur Basil Powell, on executive of the Labourers Union

Francis O'Rorke, secretary of the Dunedun Central Branch
of the National Unemployed Workers Movemert

Frederick McComish, on executive of the South Dunedin
Branch of the National Unemployed Workers
Movement.

Edgar Wilson Hunter, secretary of the Federation of
Labour.

Edward Brooks, Drainage Board employee, 15 Brighton St.
WE Kaikorai, Dunedin, on executive of the

Federation of Labour.

Members of the Communist Party in Dunedin
are not welcomed by trade union members on their
respective execttives or councils.
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; REPORT of Detective D.McKenzie , No 2515.

relative to_members of the Commmist Party being elected

to Trade Union Executives.

I respectfully report that since the

resignation ofFB tvere does not appear to be any means

or source of eliciting information in this or similar

matters.

As far as I can ascertain the Commmist

Party has ceased to exist in Christchurch, consequently

their activities in the past and a knowledge of their

membership when active is not available so far as I am

concerned,

Dealing with the subject under review,

it is a matter of conjecture as to what the present

position really is.

A study of the reports submitted »ZZ

wh? was actually a member of the party showed that

the party,in so far as Christchurch was concerned,could

not be classified as "head strong" at any stage of their

activity and that finally they "ceased to exist"

The problem now,is,how can it be determine

-ed-in the absence of some person who is in sympathy or

affiliated with the movement- what the true position

really is.

I was informed that Mr Roberts,Secretary

to several Trades Unions and to the Federation of Labour,

is against the Commumist Movement.A subsequent talk on

the subject with him gave me the impression that he was

sincere in what he had tosay,which was to the effect

that so far as Christchurch was concerned the position

The Chief Detective, had not altered since July 1937,

CHRISTCHURCH.
Fats

-over~
$00,000/9/37'—# 1395}  
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Mr Roberts added that they were constahtly keeping a check
on matters which I was interested in and that they took good

care that no person with commmistic leanings wes elected to
an executive position,

I learned from a Trade Union Secretary,whom I

have personally come in contact with a for a number of years,
That the Commmist party has actually ceased to exist in

Christchurch,but that there are members in the several Trades

Unions who were still imbued with the objects of past

Communistic teachings and were ever ready to cause dissension

should opportunity present itself.

In this connection he referred to a special

address given by the Hon’ Minister of Labour(Mr Armstrong)

who specially emphasised the necessity of every one "“oulling

their weight" and the veiled threat that umless everv man

played the game and did his share there was a probability of

a further election ,as the present Government would not tolerate

a "Go slow Policy",

I have also been informed that the local

Secretary of the "Freezing Works and Related Trades Union"

(Mr Killpatrick) is believed to be in sympathy with Communistic

leaningsjan4d further that George Angus, a carpenter of 24,

Willard Street,Soreydon,who was recently elected to the

Carpenters Union is also in sympathy with the Communist Party.

Mention was made of a man named Jamieson,who

was frequently referred to | who was in charge of the

International Book Shop and who is now in Wellington.This man,

in the opinion of my informant,is likely to cause trouble,and

was a delegate to a conference held in Wellington in Jyne or

September last.

  

. ,
CHES

Detective,No, S15, Py
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_PARTY ONTRADE UNION EXEOUTIVES.

I respeetfully beg to report,that, after exhaustive enquiry

the position ofCommunist Partymenbers on Trade Union Exeeutives

does notexist sha coae asOhristehuren is concerned.

I understand however thet a Mr Roseoeof the Railway Dep't

Addington Workshops who is «neaber ofthe IRIE

is also onthe Executive of? the Aval

“Couminists ‘D. Glanville and FP. Greatoreux are menbers of

he GenaralLebourersUniontut donot hold any executive positions,

J. J. Porterwro ws active in the SesmensUnion

‘twelve months agodid not reneh exeeutive rank, He is now

employed by N. Z. Breweries Ltd and has stated openly that hehas

no intentionof jeopardising kis job by again dabbling in eoumunistie

activities.

From my personal observation it is obvious that any person

professing Communist ideas is n@t wanted in the Trade Unions or any

Labourmoverent.
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CRISIS REPORT DENIED. |
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ONLY “AHEALTHY: GRO}

(By Telegraph.—Presx Association, — |

_ WELLINGTON, Tuesday,
Av denial of réports circulated that

there was a hint of a crisis in the indus
trial labour movement and appossible
purging of the Federation of Uabour
was given by the president. Mr.A.
“McLagan, at the! conclusion ofto-duy’s
session of thefederation, :

Tt was quite apparent that in an
organisation representing more than
200,000 workers there shonld arise
degress of friction, but this could best
be described as a healthy growl of a
yery healthy. movement, said Mr, Me:

gan. ‘The movement was making
progress and had its critics, but what
progressive movement was not without
such critics? The statement that there
were likely to be lively discussions at
the mesting was without foundation.

‘Theobject of calling trades councils
tosend extra delegates was in antici
pation of the Government being desir-
fousof discussing a wide range of sub-
jects with the federation, the president
added, but it was now clear that. this
would not eventuate. The Prime Minis-
ter and the Minister of Finance had
addressed the meeting on the Govern:
ment’s , proposals regarding its cam-
paign in support of New Zealand-made
‘goods, and had soughtthe co-operation
‘of the federation.

Mr. MeLagan said it was improbable
the federation would disguss the posi-
tion of Mr. D. W. Stalker. The South:
Jand federation had already been in con-
tact with the Manufacturers’ Federation,
and! had disoussed varionsniatters for
encouraging thepurchase of New Zea-
land-made, goods. The federation had
agreed to take part in the campaign.

 

AQ-38.
“A FAIR VOTE.”

WESTFIELD POSITION.

DENIAL OF BULLYING.

An emphatic denial that the men had
been bullied into the strike decision
was made by the president of the Freez-
ing Workers’ Union, Mr. G. Baker,
to-day.
“The meeting was open to all union

employees at the works «and was
attended by the majority,” he said.
“The Vote was a perfectly fair one. At
first some of the girls employed in the
cannery department were opposed to
striking, but in the end they had agreed,
Actually the Vote was a nnanimous one,
Certainly the 150 butchers were most
directly concerned, but the principle
inyolvedin the dispute was recognised
tohe of general application, affecting all

‘©works.”  

INDUSTRIAL LABOUR. |

-eectetaries of varions trade unions.

A Sali.
AleSP

~_ EXTREMISTS..

INFLUENCEATWORK,

CONCERN ee DUNEDIN.

(By Telegraph—Own Correspondent.)

ETO} ing influ
the distri¢t councils
of Labour is toa lesser extent repeated!)
eee Anyinfluences that are being
exerted are lar ttribu ‘aarpBtie eae ‘gely attributable to the

members of trade unions in attending
meetings when important. mattersare
up for discnasion, Extremists couldnot
possibly hold seats on anyLabour body
if, whenthe time for appointing dele
gatesfrom : one eae union arose,
there was a reasonable quota of nor-
mally dixposed members.
These opinions were gathered from

Although firmation was reluctantly
ie instances, the genera}

response was the same—that the
extreme,or Communistic, elementis
undeniably at work exerting a perni-
cious influence, Meetings called by traile
unions are inyariubly “etacked’—that |
is, sufficient of the Communistic element
foes dlong ina body strong:enouzh to
outyote or to sway the votes of the

2 tio th

. it is not really, but
ingits TaaWNas Renaay be

ed, for yen a majority of one
may result aimi being carried
that is repugnant to moxt of those
associated with the uni
Anot eemansaid: ci can

way a mécting, and Iam notgoingto
ay they cenioyste must be obyious,
since they are in the ity, tinthe
So-called evelheat ne haye a.
remedy in their own hands. Tlie point
is that thoxe supporters of sane Labour
don’t trouble to attend moctings, and
their lack of interest is food and drink
to the extromists’ cause. The extremists
would notlave a leg to stand on if
moetingawere properly attended. «It is
said in Aucklandthat delégates from
that city to the National Council of the
Fodoration of Labour were not appointed
by, the wishofthe’ trade:tnions;- still,
youcan'tget,away from th
they were Sipalaped: ethe
present at meetings called to a
them. Union members must know thay
Ate up ngainet: a very active Com
miunistic clement, andit is up to
to go all out and fight it.” .

‘ofinterest shown by|  
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NO FOUNDATION.

“PURGE” IN LABOUR.

UNION'S. EMPHATIC DENTAL.

The statement that there is no
foundation for the suggestion of a purge

in: the Federation of Labouris contained,
in a resolution carried at the recent)
annual meeting of the Auckland and)
Suburban Local Bodies’ Tabonrers!
Union. 5
The text of the resolution was: “The |

membere of the Auckland and Suburban
Local Bodies’ Labourers’ Union view
with concern the continitous Press)
attacks on the organised trade unionists, )
especially the suggestion of a purge in
the Fedération of Labour, We wish to)

state that there is absolutely no foun
dation for these statements. The unity |

of the Federation of Labour and its éup: |

port of the Labour Government 1 un)
questioned by the trade union move

ment and will not be split by. the

reactionary utterances of the New

Zealand Press.”

 



COERCION ?

RECENT DISPUTES.|

HOW THEY COMMENCE.

NO SECRET BALLOTS.

ADMISSION BY UNIONISTS.

A suggestion that the element of
coercion has entered into recent stop:
pages of work in the Auckland district
was madeto-diy in a letter written to

the “Star” by @ unionist inyolved in
the Weatfleld dispute and by workers

associated with other industrial’ trouble
which has flared up after precipitate
action by séctions of workers.
The outstanding fact which emerged

from inquiries made was that decisione
to cease work or strike are invariably
made at mass meetings on the job or
at special general meetings on a show
of hands and not hy secret ‘ballot!
Those who have the temerity at such
meet to oppose the clement which
ik “Sockeying for a strike” or favours
ewift action, it was declared, are
“hooted, jeered and bullied until they
throw in their lot with the crowd.”
Such tactics as these, it was added,

are not proying helpful to the general
Labour movement— either industrially
oP politically—and no secret was made
that there was a good dealof anxiety
‘hat there should ariseont of the con-
ference in Wellington last week of the|
Sederation of Labour a better and
sinoother-working arbitration system
snl a greater measure of reliance on
he fedetation for the “pouring of oil
on troubled waters” when workers in
the yarious industries become restive,

‘Workers’ Comments.
Here are a few comments by workers,

vhich support the contention that when
trike decisions are made no little
etimidation is employed because the
srerecy of the ballot is not relied uy
“Regarding the strike at Westfield or

stop-work as it is called this time—a
cose by any other name,” writes a cor-
espondent to the “Star.” “Thore are
190 men and girls stated to be out on
trike yet only 150 of these will’ get

ie
or

ii

ee

Ere

e

 ‘ny benefits from it, the others being
smite’ satisfied with their conditions. It
« stated that the others came out in
ympathy, Nothing of the sort. They
sme out because they were valled out
wy their union, which is controlled by
he butchers, who earn such big money

hata few days off work means nothing
o them. But what of the others—the
sbonrers and other workers? °*I am
ling to take a bet that if » secret
allot were called work would start at
nee. ‘The present system of making
liexe decisions is to call for a sliow of
ends. Ji a show of hands does not
vit the would-be strikers, the others
© hooted and jeered and bullied until

‘ey throw in: their lot with the crowd.
sother thing is that all the men who
e on the ‘off shift* are’ never consid-
ed or Have any say, but arrive at
ift time to start work only to find
ie to do.
“Lam sure that the generalpublic do
t Know mapy of these facts, but
‘our under the misapprehension that
| freezing workers are hotheads and
watisfied. This is not so, and I am
‘ly one of many who are ‘Fed up to the
vek teeth” ¥
——

“TRUTHIN IT.”

HASTY ACTION. FIRST.

“COUNCIL HAS TO CLEAN UP.”

“The dispute at Westfield can only be
ooal, but there is a lot of truth in
viat your correspondent has to say,”
sid @ prominent trade union official
when consulted. - “Invariably when a
trike is mooted a decision is made on

\ show of hands. There is nothing in
he constitution of the Federation of
ebour which demands that /a secret
vallot should be held. The only thing
» that the federation, or rather the dis-
riot council of that organisation, is
wipposed to step in if a dispute affects
ther organisations apart from the work-
‘rs where trouble has started, or alter-
vatiyely, if it is invited by any afiiliated
‘rganisation to carry on negotiations on
ts behalf. The constitution stipulates
sat affiliations must refer a dispute to
he district council before definite action
« taken, but that practice as a genéral
ule has not been adopted, and the
ouncil has not had a chance yet. The
vorkers usually ‘kick over the traces’
end then ask the council to clean up
he mess. I don’t for a moment think)
here would have been the number of
toppages in Auckland that there have
been had the federation been consulted
n the first instance. There haye been
‘ses, of course, where strikes havebeen
‘he culmination of grievances working

to concert pitch over long periods,
even there. the federation might
been able to handle the situation

acefully by going direct to officials
nd they been given the opportunity to
90.”
it was explained in other quarters
st not all the blame: for precipitate
‘ton rested on themen, for some indus-
jes were controlled by oyerseas firms,
oat representatives were inclined to
trodnce American and British methods
to their works. There was often pin-

ticking, which did not fit in with New
land standards, and was absent from

voilar types of works controlled by
ew Zealand interests, who understood
New Zealand outlook and practices

industry. There was also the question
the psychological moment for direct

ction to be considered. and the trying
ature of certain industries, which
‘ented to make men jump into disputes
-t the slightest pretext.

Disputes Committees.

Nevertheless, there were ways of oyer-
“ming these problems, by greater reli-
see on the Federation of Labour, and,
~rhaps, by supplying machinery in the

vetvial, Conciliation and Arbitration
: for the speedier assembling of dia-
tes’ committees. Harassing conditions
awards might alko be removed by a
wistitution of the Arbitration Court,

th ‘assessors ‘on cithor side being
ten from: the industry. concerned in|
dispute, ir itead of being permanent

sseasors, as at present. —Technical
mylex problems were pecu-

industries, and a judge
* two permanent axsexsors, Avith no

 

actual experience in the indystries, could
not be expected to give the satisfaction
that was desired arid would produce in-
dustrial harmony. ‘To-day anomulics
wero in’ practically all. the awards
because the best system of arbitration
had’ not been evolved, .

| he need for quicker action by. dir:
| putes’ committees was very apparent, if
jowas stated. In many awards therewae
provision for these committees, bat the
time allowed for them to sit was loug,
and in some cases up to two montilis. Tn
seasonal o¢cupations this meant that dis-
content was allowed to carry on for
extended periods, Hence it was, partion-
larly in industries of this nature, that
the men desided to act first at a moment
when the smployers could least alford
a stoppage. and force a conference aiter-
avards, All these matters—speedicr sit
tings of the disputes’ committees, the
giving of more power to the Federation
of Labour, and the appointment of asses
sors fromcachindustry taking a dispute
to the Arbitration Gourt—were being
froely discussed in, union circles, it was
added, and it was hoped that some of
them would’ be incorporated in the
Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration
‘Act, if and when, the Government decided
to amend it.
1

OTAHUHU DISPUTE.

“NOTHING WAS GAINED.”

INFLUENCE OF A SECTION.

Replies to inquiries made among those
‘affected by the recent hold-up at the
railway workshops at Otahuhu suggest
that a’ set of conditions almost identical
with those stated to exist at Westfield
were present. The decision to stop work
was made at a mass mectingofthe mon
in the morning, the yote being by 4
show ofhands, + .
“Themajority of us did nob want

strike,” said one of the had
no sympathy with the small knot. of
men who were trying tofoment trouble.
Actually three men putup their hands
to yote against the decision, but they
were howled down, and the vote was
declared to be mmanimous. All the men
came out. They had no, choice. The
strike was held to be a victory for the
men. Perhaps it wils, in demonstrating
that 1500 men can stick solidly together
in a cause they know little about, but
which they are told is for the benefit of
their fellow workers.
“On the other hand, what waegained?

| Precisely nothing! We all lost two
| and a half days’ wages and, I think, 4
share of the sympathy of the public, I
think it will be a long time before
there will be another strike about stich
a trivial thing again. The sane élement
at the work! Romane this is greatly
in the majority—doesnot believe i
such irresponsible strikes. ‘They sce
that they were influenced by &
element, composed for the most part of
Communists.”

Desire for Purge.
“There are going to be, changes out

there soon; We are not going to he dic-
tated to by a crowdof Communists,”
declared another worker. “The state
ment in the ‘Star’ about purge is cor-
rect, and the sooner it is done the
better. Most of the men at the work
shops are 100 per cent behind that state-
ment, and as soon as they are shown
how to carry out this purge they will
do it, After all, they are ordinary, decent
working men, and, given fair treatment,
they will give decent seryice. Most of
them stand for Labour, but only &
handful for Communism,”
Another man statedthat had a secret

ballob beentaken there would not have
been a strike. He pointed out that many
of the mén had not had any sity in the
decisiontostrike. These were the night-
shift workers, who did not know any-

| thi a t the trouble wun y
arriyed in the evening and were told
by the pickets thatthere was
on,andthat
ve

uy
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MINORITY RULE?

One of the consequences of “ compulsory

unionism,” a consequence not unforeseen by

experienced union leaders, is an increase in

the proportion of men or women whose

union membership is nominal. They pay

their dues, accept the privileges which
collective bargaining secures for them, but

take little or no part in their union’s affairs.

This condition has undoubtedly made it

easier for the militant, politically-minded

section of every union to exgrt an influence

far exceeding its numerical strength. As
' was revealed by the article published last
night, the militant minority in» Auckland
haye realised their opportunity and are
making use of it. The Auckland’ district
“council of the Federation of Tabour, called
on to choose dolegates to. attend an
important federation conference, chosethree
whose qualifications, on the basis of
experience and xepresentative standing,
were inferior to those of other candidates.
The selection was made, of course, by a
majority of the meeting, but not by a
majorityof the council. The active minority
was decisive.

The trades unionists of Auckland should |
consider this situation carefully, in the light
of other recent industrial events. The
Federation of Labour is now a powerful
organisation, whose decisions are far-
reaching. It is frequentlycalled in to mediate
in local industrinl disputes, andits influence
so far has been moderate and conciliatory, _
leading to the impression that it realises its
responsibility to the Goyernment as well as

totrades unionists. If its temper had heen

different, if ‘its executive lad been less
keenly sware of its responsibility, more
than one local dispute, trivial enough in
its origin, might easily have become large
and widespread. In that event, thousands
of unionists, not directly concerned
themselves; would have been called upon to
show “loyalty ” and “solidarity” in support
of the decisions of the central executive.
But the unionists have a duty to themselves
which comes before loyalty to union
decisions: that duty is to ensure that union
decisions are made by delegates who are
truly representative of the feeling of the
union. It isa dutywhich can he discharged
only by personal’ attendance at and
participation in union meetings where
selections are'made. As a beginning, some
unions in Anckland should inquire why their
representatives were not present atthe
district council meeting, and, if the
exp! ntions: ‘areuuconvincing, they ‘should

 

aly

Ghe Auckland Star:
WITH wiltcse\ atte INCORPORATED

The Evening News, MorningNews,
The Echo aud The Suu.

For the cause that lacks assistance,
For the wrong that needs resistance,
For tho future in the distance,
Andthe good that ioe can do.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1938.
nn

WHO FAVOURS STRIKES?

How long are the frequent and costly

stoppages of work, of which that at

Westfield is the latest example, to go on?

What is their purpose? The community,

| including a yery large number of unionists,

is asking these questions. It hears ofthe

sudden decision of a groupof men to stop

work, then of negotiations and finally of
a “settlement” whichresults in work being
resumed. In the meanwhile the men
directly concerned have lost wages and the
community, too, has suffered inconyenience
and loss. Is there any gain to be set
against the loss? Tfthere is, it is usually
hard to discoyer. yen iff eyery euevene
which canses men
legitimate, the factx

stopping work, andit the tea uly:of
every unionist to use ‘those facilities, Why
are they not used?

A correspondent whose letter is
published to-day suggests an answer to this
Jast question. He says that decisions to
stop work are customarily made at “mass
mectings,” by a show of hands, after
exhortations by an aggressive minority,
that moderating voices are shouted down
and that workers who are absent because of
being on other shifts have no voice at all,
bunt are bound by the “decision.”
Independent inquiries lead to the conclusion
that the conditions described by the
correspondent are by no means fanciful.
What is the remedy? Clearly, the workers
hayeit in theirown hands; they must better
control their own (affairs, To aid them—
especially in unions where young men and
women may be carried away or intimidated
by the tactics of an aggressive minority—
the Government might well consider
making secret ballots compulsory. Tf it is
fundamentally important—as it is—that the
Parliamentary franchise should be secret, is
it any less important that the worker should
haye the right to a secret vote on questions
which directly affect his pay enyelope?  
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tell Bor- siete
GRAVE CONCERN
CRISIS NEAR

POSSIBLE PURGE,

INDUSTRIAL LABOUR.

COUNCIL OF FEDERATION.

ADVERSE INFLUENCES SEEN.

Grave concern is felt in industrial
circles in Aucklandat the trend which
recent events haye taken, and it is
hinted that « crisis may be precipitated
in the neav future which will awaken
unionists from their apathy and purge
the district council of the Federation of
Labour of influences which threaten the
yeryfoundation of the moyement.

A certain clement, itis suggested, is|’
particularly active sad is indicating an
industrial labour policy contrary to!
accepted ideals. and, furthermore, it is)

alloged that their supporters have been
largely “instrumental in engineering
strife aiiong sections of the working-

class moyement,

The concern existing has reached
“fover heat” in the past few days as
a result of the appointment Inst week
hy the District Conncil of the Federa-
tion of Labour of delegates to attend
the most iniportant conference of the
fecleration, wliich opened in Wellington
to-day. The purpose of this’ conference
ix to deal with ail matters relating to
the making and administering of
awards—a burning question so far as
the trade union movement is) con-
cerned.

The existing machinery of the Indus-
{vial Conciliation and Arbitration Act
jias not been giving general satisfaction
and hasbeen fraught with endless
delays. The establishment of a Second
Court of Arbitration was expected to
eliminate the root cause of complaints,
but it failed to do so.) -

Administration of Department.

Another suggestion is that the ad-
ministration of the Labour Department
is creating widespread dissatisfaction.
The whole of these miatters will come
under review nut the Wellington con-
ference, and it is expected that before
it concludes a decision will be reached
asto what steps are necessary to over-
come existing difficulties, and represen-
tations will he made to represcniatives
of the Government, ¢ ates
So much hinges on the discussions

and their outcomethat the announce-
ment on Saturday of the Auckland
‘lolegates to the conference—one in-
volving important aud hi i
iseticé—cam

IN CONFERENCE,
TILL FRIDAY

LABOUR FEDERATIGN.

NEXT.

NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETS.

(By Wolegrapn.—Preas Association.)

WELLINGTON,this day.

Tie National Council of the Federa-
tion of Labour met this morning, repre-
sentatives from 18 trades councils, in
addition to special extra delegates;

attending.

The meeting was addressed by the
Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. M. J.
Sayage, and the Minister of Finance, the
Hon. W. Nash. Mr. B. Roberts, M.P.,
was also’ present.
The conference is expected to last till

Vriday. Among the business to be dis-
cussed ate policy matters with the

jectof bettering workers’ conditions.
he proceedings are not open to thie

Press.

 

\ of trade unionists, who do not attend 

Speculation Rife.

Speculation is rife as to how such a
state of affairs could have developed,
und the claim made about twelve
months ago that the Federation of
Labour was being run bya section of
extremists connected with various off-
shoots of the Communist party has been
yenewed. Indeed, those close’ +
“inner cirelés" of the Labour mov
state quite definitely that at meetings |
of the federation, which are held to deal
with matters concerning the NewZca-
land worker, half the tinie is devoted
to discussing extrancous subjects not
connected with the trade union moye-|
ment.

It is claimed that Communists and
near-Communists represent about 1 per
cent of the trade union niembership, |)
but in the Autkland Trades Council
they are alleged to haye about 33 pe
cent of the representation. Furthermore,
they are reported to be extremely. :
attending meetings regularly and yoting
as one man. In many instances, it is}
alleged, the yoting is conducted in such
R way as to indicate that a pro-
arrangementhas been made as to who
the nominees for certain offices ehall be
and who shall be supported.

An Apathetic Outloolc.

In striking contrast to this virility is
the suggested apathy of a large section

the meetings of their unions and thus
allow individuals who are not represent-
ing their yiews to be appointed as dele-
gates to suchbodiesas the Federation)
of Labour. Delegateswhen appoi iy
unions outsideof thiscotori GF
apathetic, for Tews than half of thei
unmbers participatein thedistrict, coun-
cil deliberations.
In discussing the situation which has

developed, a prominent Labour official
said this morning that a serious pro-
blem had been created, aid it would
have to be faced up to by the Trade
Union moyement if the organisation was
not to share the fate of working-class
movements in other parts of the world|
The host of recent strikes, he alleged,

could be attributed to activities of the
section in the moyement referred  to,|
A situation similar to that in Auckland
did not appear to exist in any other
part of New Zealand, and therefore the
position would be a graye reflection on
the apathy of the workers in: tho city
if they allowed it to continue,

“A Showdown Coming?”
Officials of the Federation of Labour in

Auckland declined to comment on the)
question which is snid to be troubling
them, but it appears obyious, to usethe
expression of the oficial consulted, that
a “showdown” is on the way. Ji
also likely that things have rea
4 plight that the probleny will
in the near fature before the
file of the unionsaffiliated to the fe
tion, with a view to ascertainingwhether
the yotes récorded by their i in
some instances representthei m
Tf this is done, it is contended, there
can be no doubt as to what the result
will be.
ot   
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peo Detective Office,Auckland.

Date: 2° th August 1937

REPORT of. Detective B.A.Stevenson Bt No._2827

"Auckland Star"
24/8/37.

om 205 meqsiae
Kauiton secretary, |

fenstw, Hurry |

The Chief Detective,
Auckland.

390,000/10/36—11940)

relative to members of the Commnist Party acting as Trade

|Union executives; Auckland Builders and General Labourers

 

 

I respectfully report further to my
report dated the 6 th inst - Secret 57/140
[The attached newspaner Seee . the newly elected
officers of the Auckland Buildeors General Labourers
Union is of interest in connectionwith the subject of
Secret 57/140.

The following members of this executive
Jare members of the Auckland Section of the Communist Party.

IPresident ;: Edward FrankBradley.

\Vice-Pres Walter Ashton.

8, P.G.1916/516.

atestteatten:centurdests
wasrevoked in 1933 and subsequently
returned to him,after the present
Government took office.

The other members of the executive of
the Union have not come under notice in Bonnee ten with
the Commmist Party. é

Det. 2627.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON, C.1. 1 st September 1937

The ‘general activities of the New Zealand Comminist

Party during thetwelve months ending 51-8-37 have shown that the

Party is envincing aparticular interest in Trade Union matters.
The successofthe G.P. (Commmist Party) inthis direction has been
referred to. at times by the Executive, but only in the inner circles

of the Party. Public reference to it, even in its own organ, the

"Workers Weekly" is avoided.

In a paper entitled “Draft Resolution on Buidding the

Party" presented at the Party Plenum on 14-8-37 by Leo Sim the

following paragraph appears; "The N.Z. Communist Party is exceeding

41y small, but unless its vanks are strengthened it will not be
‘possible for the workers of N.Z. to defeat reaction and also to ad-

‘vance against capitalism. Without a strong well developed revolut-

‘ionary party there will be no revolution. Since the last Party

Ss we are able to record some very definite successes due to

tour party,SOs: in the Trade Union movement. ‘The Plenum desires

‘ing into our Party those workers who become convinced of the correct-

'tness of our policy.®

I have endeavoured to ascertainthe exact strength of

the Communist Party movement in this country.

In December 1936 the membership of the Party was stated

; “ope to be 2435, of whom lllwere in Auckland, and as Leo Sim stated, it is

same figure, but this figure does not truly gauge the situation.

5 ieee small. The membership today remains at approximately the 



 

(
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Its principal strength is in the Trade Union movement... There are

also many persons who clearly show that it suits their purpose to

be able to deny actual membership of the Party, but who do in fact

support it, and who would under certain circumstances become actual

members.

The circulation of the "Workers Weekly" was on 27-8-37

reported to be 5,424.

The following figures are believed to be a correct state

-ement of the Conmmntet Party's position on the executive of various

Trade Unions in the four centres:

 

District Number of C.P. members Number of Yrade
on Excecutive. Unionsaffected.

Auckland a1 7 STA
Wellington 7 4 wae
Christchurch nil ae
Dunedin _ ft 6 a

Total 55 17

Comminist Party members on the executive of District

Councils of the Federation of Labour are shownas follows;

 

Auckland, 3 (supported by another, not actually a member.)

Wellington 3

Dunedin 1

7

The unsuccessful candidate in Auckland scoring the great-

est number of votes was a member of the C.P.

I do not think these person are elected to such exec-

utive position because they are members of the Commnist Party, but

I am satisfied they are there in accordance with a concealed policy
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There is reason to believe that the Communist Party of New

Zealand is influenced in no little way by the C.P. of Australia.

At the December 1936 Conference of the C.P.N.Z. the most influent-

ial delegate present was from Australia, L. Sharkey, who was largely

responsible for the decision at that conference to remove Frederick

Engels Freeman, General Secretary, from office. It was urged by

Sharkey that Freeman had been pursuing a policy not conducive to

unity in the Labour movement generally. At that time the 0.P.

were concentrating on affiliation with the Labour Party, and it

was obvious that if Freeman was likely to be a himirance he had

to go. Leo Sim was then appointed General Secretary. He

has during the year made an extensive tour of the Dominion, but

reports indicate that his meetings aroused little interest. He also.

attended a Conference in June last in Sydney.

A remark made by Sim when addressing a meeting at

Hikurangi on 24-5-37 is worthy of mention. In reply to a question

from a member of the audience Sim said that in the event of New

Zealand being involved in War members of the Communist Party would

be encouraged to join the fighting forces for the purpose of sabot-

age, that would be part of Oval poaties of the Communist Party.

In certain quarters there is a dissatisfaction with

Sim's secretaryship, he is not entirely supported in Auckland, where

there is an obvious Freeman element in existence. The Communist

Party's strength is greatest in Auckland and I think it is not unlik

-ely that Freeman will again be General Secretary next year.

In conelusion I beg to suggest that although the Commun-

ist Party is at present numerically weak its Trade Union strength

may eventually be a disturbing element. The presence of so

many Communist Party members on the executive of Trade Unions is

probably brought about by the apathy of Trade Union members generally

who are content to see elected to the executive of their union any-

one willing to accept office, in many cases probably not knowing

that he is a member of the Communist Party.

a:7floef
Detective 2645
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| live somoneothe gommniat raty estingaa

I respectfully report that the
following Auckland Trade Unions haveam their b
active members of the Auckland Section crthe Gomaniots

| Party :- ve

d Societies of Railway Servants (Otahuhu Railwa
: workshops meena

| RailwayTradesmens! Assn.

Carpenters and Joiners Union.

{ Tramways3 Union1 i

Moulders Union,

de WorkersUnions=

Seamen's Union.

The following members of the Communist
| Party holding,or have held until recently,som
eeeetetys certeeeree 5 pstheir respective unions. Nlevertheless,
it would not be correct to assume that the members of
the unions nee ected these Comminists to office
eee of their Communist views,but rather because

the epcrey:end active interest shown in trade union
nee Commnists,and because of the individual

! eetot tteceuet Detetteor trade union members.

A very 1 2eee of trade unionists
apart from knowing who is the! of their union,
have not any idea of who holds rice iin their union.

tT Seem to have made
most progress. The presen Secretary is JOSEPH G.KENNERLEY
a Communist sympathiser who closely follows the Party
line,though not a member of the Party.. He has been very
often referred to as a F.S.U. lecturer.

The present Organiser of this union
is ROY STANLEY,P.G.1934/515. He is a member of the
Communist Party. 
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Other members of the Communist Party who are,
or recently have been,on the Executive of this Union are -
W IAM ARCHIE GREIG, THOMAS O'CONNOR, ROBERT JOHN CAMERON,

(JAMES MCCORMACK and JAMES MCMILLAN MANN.

OddyAs?
In addition DUNCAN NEIL MCCORMACK is the

President [J a branch of this Union formed at Takapuna.

Auckland Builders and General Labourers Union : The full time
General Secretary of this Union is THOMAS STANLEY,P.G.19350/506,

formerly Secretary of the Auckland Section of the Communist
Party and still an active Party member.

The full time Organiser of this Union is
WILLIAM ALBERT SIMMONDS,also a Party member.

There are also some other members of the Party
on the executive of this Union.

+ cad ohestroae AeBH
Auckland Drivers Union : @REDERICK DANIEL MULLERJand GHORGE
POSTLEWAITE, both members of the Party hold office in this Union.

Railway Tradesmens Association : GEORGE EDWARD JACKSON, a
member of the Railway workshops group of the Communist Party,
holds some executive office in this Union.. He is the
Secretary of the Spathish Medical Aid Committeegwhich ginated

 

in the Railway workshops.

hep cad deshrayed. <u

Shipwrights and Boatbuilders Union :( WILLIAM LINDSAY HORNE, |
an active Commnist Party member,is prom zt ive
of this Union.

Waterside Workers Union : ALBERT EDWARD (JACK) BASHAM,P.G.1927/
529, end ALEXANDER DRENNAN,P.G.1934/626, are on the Bxecutive
of this Union.

The foregoing are all the Party members who
are known to function on the executive of their respective
trade unions,but there is no doubt that there are more than
this.. For instance,the Amalgamated Societies of Railway
Servants (Otahuhu Railway workshops) have two or three
Communists on their executive... ISAAC WILLIAMS is probably
oneyand THOMAS GALE another.

It was stated at the last Commnist Party
conference held at Wellington,Christmas 1956,that the Party
in Auckland held no less than 27 executive positions in trade

unions... However,it is most difficult to ascertain exactly
who they are.

A year ago all Party members securing work
and joining trade unions were instructed to immediately inform
the Local Party Comnittee so that they could be put in
industrial cells in the industry in which they are engaged.

The attached newspaper cutting dealing with
the Auckland District Trades Council of the recently formed

national organisation - the Federation of Labour,is most
illuminating,showing as it does, the result of energetic
work by Communist members within their respective trade unions.

There are either 7 or 8 persons on the
executive of this Council,directly representing well over

30,000 trade union members.. Of this executive, THOMAS STANLEY,

THOMAS GALE, ALBERT EDWARD BASHAM are also leading members of
the Commnist Party in Auckland, and JOSEPH G.KENNERLEY is

a close Party sympathiser who will follow the Party line.



The next on the list 6f voting for the
executive was HENRY MORNINGTON SMITH,P.G.1934/626, awell
known and active Commnist,and member of the Seamens! Union.

= eee to be sure whether H.MULLER,
of the Drivers | ittached newspaper
cut ats i Fredéric -Daniel Muller,

Seer_ -referr

; eee i oes
are the oFeleeetiseae most interest‘and
GREG nto aener” fa eeadar Gey matters.. The average
trade union member simply cannot be bothered to attend his

Bone accthaseeauogeni caeeeeeee
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K 1/ POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON, 1st July, 1937.

YRANDUM for

The Superintendent of Police,

AUCKLAND.

Members of the Communist Party acting as Trade
Union Executives.

It is apparent from reports reaching this office that the
Gomnunist Party is concentrating on having its members elected to executive
positions in frade Unions, where, possibly owing to apathy on the part of
Some union mémbers, they are directing the policy of the Union as they wish.

/ Please have a report submitted showing what members of the
Communist farty are known to be Trade Union Executives within your district.

j
/

J

AYOterrenermeoT

Commissioner of Police.
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: & Enclosed is a copy of a resolution on Trade Union work.

There Were eight (8) copies of this typed, and it has to go to the CC for any

small alterations or corrections, before being sent out to the Groups.

M.Ormerod wrote out most of this resoltuion.



  
  

There is every indicationthet in the nearest future

aWorking class will enter upon @ series of sharp industrial struggles.

- ~The employers are beginning” to take steps dn the key industries to worsen the

Wages and conditions, This is particularly so in the Water Transport, Railways

and the Mining industries.

With the Watersiders this take the form of refusal to

meet the Union representatives to negotiate a new agreement. Taking advantage

of the modifications of the Arbitration Court the employers are virtually ne-

fusing to recognise the right of the Union to collective bargainning. In the

ease of the Cooks and Stewards the Ship omers are attempting to reduce the

manning scale (see "Workers Weekly" May I5th.). They have further replied to

the demand of the Cooks snd Stewards for the restoration of the wege cuts by re-—

fusing to discuss the question of wages separate from the general conditions ed

work.

The same applies to the Seamen. The Owmers have inti-

mated thet they will not discuss wages apart from the general conditions and

they will not consider the restoration of the wage cuts.

Among the Radlway men there is deep discontent on the

question of the wage cuts, miperannuation payments and stoppages for house rent

payment from wages., Besides this there is a steady attempt of the department

to introduce the speed-up (time Study). i

Among the Miners part-time work and speeti-up have de-

strhyed the once fayourable conditions that existed. Using the hire end fire

clause’ the Mine owners victitiise any worker who shows any sign of militancy.

The development of co-operative mining and the policy of exeluding these Miners

from the Union as well as the failure of the Leaders of the Miners Unions to

prepare for a National stoppage (i.e. at the time of the recent negotiations

they ignored the demand from the West Coast to organise a National stoppage)

has reduced the Miners to a weak position and dis-unity. The reformist char-

acter of the Trade Onions and their constitution and rules place obstacles on

the rank and file, and tie the Trade Unions to capitalist institutions (con-

clliation councils ete.). This legal form of "struggle" - class collaboration -

leads the workers to defeat,

Chief 2 £ The uggle. In the various industries the

characteristics differ widely. Among the Cooks and Stewards end the Seamen

there is a movement for the restoration of the wage cuts. Among the Railway

<= eee ca eliteS SE
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’ ate estinsting the work of the Party eset ork-_

ae

  

    
can record but few successes, since last year. The most outsten

sveteof the hold-up ef the Monterey", In general the y 0!

id noted correctly. Leading comrades called together a committee

    

  
   

  

workers who issued an appeal to the workers concerned, forintem

      
  

  

   
   

 

The "lionterey" was declared black and unloaded with difficulity by non
* 4

 

-attty
t ‘Geton labour, kal

F iat . In spiteof this good work the LPC made a. very baa mis

esPvinfellingto connect thedisputewiththe suena‘demands of pete v-

"shders:and-instead of agitating forthes

aah World Soviet Power, This of course reduces this slogan to amereSibeees i

s. 4 : Another definite suecess was the organdention® of aa

haaene sepedeciaesig in this worksarees was the failure of tiie Party erat

radeswho were leading this work to call together the fraction prior to the

, “meeting which resulted in their inability to counter the application of thea

i i
Se Ne ee SenreenOe 5 ais failure ig clobely. commeeeet with” 3

we the failure of the comrades concerned to carry on the job agitation and to.
Ww

-make general preparation.

 



      
   

 

   

   
  

12 speed-up. No protest has been otganised on the auestion cz

é off in slace of overtime,    Our comrades have failed to re-act to

ocedure and attempted to create one big Union by making the "Leaders" tak

action upon the pesolutions passed at Trade Union meetings,

Ba

ees of rank and file workers around the question of One Big Union, our es

have sttempted to force the officiels to take action on the top. a

j What applies to, the comrades inthe Reilways, applies less 4

sharply, ‘put equally trply to the comrades who have been active among. : xis

sWater preworkers. The line “has beenpl: es whenaa
eh   

     

   
   

  

   
  

  
    

*,f
aiewho are under the influence of the reformists, These workers Hehe ines

~~,

areonly Yaterdsted in strikes for the sake of striking, This inconsistent

~. sone eases come to look upon the Party comrades as those who interfere and >who i

activity has prevented us from establishing well organised and strong fracti

of supporters who are fully alive to the role of the reformist leaders, This

has resulted in our comrades being too weak to break through the opposition

from Walsh and Kennedy to the demands of the rank and file for activity.

Falluce Of “owr comrades: to carry on the day to day work in the Trade Unions

and on the Jobs has been covered over by various "theories", Most common

all is ‘the "theory" that our militant groups of workers must be "only the b

"That every one cannot be invited to these neetings". In some easesit

taken’ the form of "Let us Smash the Unions", --- "They are only rea



 

asfer, overtime, dirt money, egains :

 

of the Preference; ‘engaging labour ete, ete, At the

try and get the support of the Union as 2a whole. vin order that i  esthe Unions. Only in this way will we be able to preven’! ourselves and ate

 

supporters becoming entangled in Trade Union rules and formalism,
¥ ‘

a Where we have contacts on jobs and where we can secure them, ae)
* aa

rades should have talks with these workers on their job condithons and fina

oer Whatquestions on the job the workers are dissatisfied with, Tecom

     

  
  
  
   
   

   
   
  

  

Y

Job, an leienkaat “twotwoworkers weretata. one militant began an sgite ;
 

Nees on ‘this, pointing out how, if this was continued, the boss would worsen

 aiiiagaingeis under the threat of victimisation. The men went on strike and 4

picketed the job until the two workers were reinstated, which resulted in a:

victory. The action of the workers on this job forced the. secretary of : 2

Pivemenet Labourers Union to declare support to ciety action. %

Kerexisxzxeusexofxeamurete Here is e concrtet case of job sed

Nig tion, of how agitation began on one demend, Smell demands, such es, a shel

tation to the boss to demand that these small grievances be rectified, Ag:

ie, on these smail questions and showing in a simple and practical way in

‘Which these small demands can be taken up, will raise sufficient interest

among the workers to get them to form a job committee, For instence,om

* _ first deputation to the boss would form a basis fora job committee wot
ane
ae.eh-axereenic of the WOPeers on the job, Suchmee     



 

, hg Rea While. cononatra¥lig our eetivity on these day to day actions,

our.Sides must place beforethe workers in the various industries demands

*of & moregeneral characterwatch, will serve to unite wider sectionsof. them
  

   

 

   

 
   

 

   
   
    

    

   

 

gai lew, and for - indastrial“etontia 4 Le.one Union for keh incustey,

‘ padlway.men, Soke and Hes end Seamen in one Union,

      teration‘of the “WaawGave-ans-00‘fy ‘polities rights, At the seme time :

eree:Romnenstho:oe up.iama joP grievances anongst thework

gallon up anasihinbae a jon action,a ‘to the aeof sages.and .

protest. strikes to foree the improvementof ae conditions and grievances, Te

The’ recent agtion.of the Cooks and Stewards.for the restor ito

of the 10% out, despite the sabotage and betrayal by their officials, shows

their determinationto fight for the cuts 3 this is still their main deman,

The Party attempted to get joint strike action with the Seamen and Cooks

Stewards for the restoration of the cuts. _ Although this attempt was di if ,

ed, on the one hand by our weak’‘position in the Unions and on the other.‘by tthhe

sabotage of the officials and their trickery in getting the saae and filete

accept the July Conference Proposals with ithe Ship owners, we must intens

our work among the Seamen and point out that the July Conference to discus

wages and other metters" does not mean the discussing of the restorati

 

thecuts,nor a newagreement. We must expose the Conference asa manov'

/et officials to heres the. renk andfits ee action. At the
  

   

 



pga force theVee=~

) nee== Afthe atSesoATae is aah on

 

aaes aeore‘eons:“the Vatersiaers for prenaretion for strike,

4

   
2,

eyPaartative:othalnc, no anhier hes data shoesReA It.

’ om these smell ‘questions wemust begin‘burWork ond rallythewovkers
tnund them, Fromthis beginning and: theahlitent contacts thet support

& ‘this:tire step, we must begin to broaden our: activities and develope it into

oe
ip

 

   
 

 

8 rankand file movement, to's point wherewe ean put forward a militant pro-

graume in a given snaudibeys as @ beginning of ah opposition movement, We

must support.any opposition expressed by the rank and file against their Trade   
i Onionbureaucracy, evenif 1t not entirely in accordance with our line. Our

   
y taskhere. would.be. to. aannees.Such _a.move.and.to influence it to adopt a real

f

militant line.

The continual worsening of economic conditions and the capitula-

4 tion to the employers by. the reformist Trade Union ieaders creates a very fav-

- objective for Communist work end leadership emong the employed workers

» @nd in the Trade Unions, This: capitulation to the employers has found the

“ workers of one important industry to be without organisation - that is the  
  

  

ieee the aeis, $e Zaries these workers on the basis of

h emplLoyed workers andin the

tas Seeate 4

 



    

 

  
   

ston“ be taken up in1 rate eas,

~The Party. orgenisations must assist as much as possible the com-

ed.1for this work, Wherever possible every Party member should be
} ' bed

a member of a Biade Union, anand Groups are obliged to see that this is carried
br

ie 4a) The recent events in the field of struggle among the employed Fs ‘

and unemployed - Cooks and Stewards - "Monterey" - Palmerston North ~ ae

: show the beginning of new struggles. j s

ee? Sais Throughout the whole of our agitation among the employed workers

   

     
  

 

the Trade ‘Unions ovr comrades must raise the question ofunity between 3

iployed and unemployed on the basis of the "Workers Charter", In order+
Wy
-

Party may effectively lead this work, en organisational re-adjustment —

In each area group, LPC. and Factory Cell, one comrade must be a

Of checking and eading s phase work.

i 8pene sien, Re will see that the Trade Union 2eackicn meets vegulardy x”

fee of militant groups to take up the struggle for the day to day questions

Waich arise out of the jobs.

: &o. The incidents of the past few months ---The Go-Slow on the Wate:

 





 



    

 

OLIVER HOUSE,

35, CROMWELL ROAD,

oF.2/3/DS9 SOUTH KENSINGYON.

 

2end May=

Dear Mr. Wohlmann,

Many thanks for your secret letter 33/216 of
$rd ‘April 1935. regarding H. WEBB.

I am sorry to say that nothing tangible came of
the further enquiries referred to in my OF.2/3/DS9
of 18th February 1935. The "Tasmania" arrived at
King George V Dock on 2.2.33. and sailed for Liverpool

on 10.2.33. No applications were made in London for
permission to land for discharge. The ship was expected
to pay off at Liverpool, and sailed thence for New
Zealand on 18.2.33. Nothing could be gathered in London
regarding friction whilst she was in King George V Dock.

Yours sincerely,

Mus Mest,
{ cotenel Sir Vernon Kell.

W.G. Wohlmann,isq.,
Commissioner of Police,

Johnston Street,
Wellington.



 



OLIVER HOUSE,

35, CROMWELL ROAD,

SOUTH KENSINGTON,

S.W.7.

OF. 2/3/DS9- 18th February 1933.

Dear Mr Wohimann,

I attach for your information a copy of a
report sent by the Central Executive Department of the

Communist Party of New Zealand to the International of
Seamen and Harbour Workers in Hamburg, copies of which
have also been sent to the Seamen's Minority Movement in
London and Liverpoole

The report has to do with an incident on board
the ses. "Tasmania" which it was thought would arrive in
Liverpool from New Zealand. The action recommended by the

I.S.H. in Hamburg was that the ship should be met on
arrival in England and that members of the S.M.M. should
get into connection with the crew and prevent victimisation
taking place against the guarantee given by the Captain of
the ship. :

The boat, which was to arrive in Liverpool, is
thought actually to have arrived in London about the
beginning of the month.

I am making further enquiries as to the matter
at this end and will let you know what I hear.

Yours sincerely,

TEes
a es

Colonel Sir Vernon Kell.

W.G.Wohlmann Esq.,
Commissioner of Police,

Johnston Street, Wellington.



Copy to SMM, Liverpool.

COPY OF REPORT RECEIVED FROM ISH & MM MEMBERS OF THE
CREW OF THE S/S "TASMANIA" WHILST IN NEW ZEALAND.

To: Executive Committee I.S.H., CENTRAL EXECUTIVE (IND. DEPT.)
Hamburg. COMMUNIST PARTY OF NEW

ZEALAND, 12 Farish St.
WELLINGTON,NZ. December 18,1932.

Dear Comrades, The following report is for the purpose of giving
you information in order to enlist your aid in preventing
victimisation of those concerned and we hope that it reaches you
in time for you to be fully prepared to launch a campaign if
such procedure takes place.

With Communist Greetings
(signed) R.H.WEBB, for C.E.

(For information purposes, Secretariat.
Originals sent to MM and
ISH London, England.)

s/s "Tasmania", Auckland,
N.Z- 18.12.32.

20.11.32. New Plymouth.

When this ship left Sydney (Australia) we called to a
place named New Plymouth, New Zealand. We arrived there on
Sunday 20.11.32. and we found out that there was a strike on
with the butchers in the Freezing Works over a reduction in their
wages, “scab labour" was employed in the Freezing Works, and the
Waterside Workers in sympathy with the butchers refused to
handle the frozen meat that this ship was supposed to get because
it was declared "black" by the Butschers.

21.11.32. New Plymouth.

Monday morning at 8.40 am: the Chief Officer came
forward and asked the Firemen "What about you men working the
cargo?" and after a brief space of time two men said "No". ‘The
Chief officer then said "Well then, get two men to represent you
and send them along to the Captaint™ After a brief meeting of
the men, Sailors and Firemen, two men from each side was selected
and the four men selected went along and interviewed the captain.
The Captain asked if the men would work cargo and was told point
blank "No", he then suggested to the men that if he took the ship
to a place called Wanganui, four hours run from New Plymouth,
would the men work cargo, but as the men had not been asked that
the Captain gave 10 minutes to explain this to the men. After
the ten minutes interval the four men went back to the bridge
and the Captain asked "Well, what do the men say to that" and the
answer was “no", ‘The captain then told us we had nothing to be
afraid of as barricades were being erected and he would have
police protection, but this kindly advice was ignored. The
Company Agent was then called to interview the four men and he
asked why the crew would not work cargo and he was told that there
was plenty of labour available on shore and the cargo was declared
"black" by the Waterside Workers and Freezing Workers and on that
our men would not handle either cargo or even give steam for
volunteer labour.



22211.32. New Plymouth.

At about 9 am: This morning the Captain had everyone
on the bridge and asked each and every man individually would he
work cargo and each and every man refused point blank.

22.11.32. There was a call of all hands on the bridge and on the
vridge the Chief Mate told the Captain, who came on deck with the
official logbook, which was read out, and the men and the
representatives agreed it to be correct except the following:
"That if volunteer labour comes aboard we will all walk ashore”.
This passage in the Log Book was strongly resented to by the
delegates and one asked the captain to erase it from the Log as
no such thing was mentioned. The captain then asked the men
“What about keeping steam in the next port if volunteer labour
was brought on board". He was told that steam would be kept if
the ship lay anchored in the roadstead, he then said he may take
her alongside, so as no port had been mentioned only the "next
port!! he was asked to leave the question until our arrival,
however we were successful in our object as she was delayed ten
days, two days in New Plymough and eight days in Wanganui. The
Captain said we hear more about it when we arrived home in
Liverpool (England).

Whilst the ship was in Wellington, Walsh, the
President of the Seamen's Union of New Zealand assisted to get a
guarantee from the Captain that no action would be taken or the
men victimised upon the arrival of the ship in England, other-
wise the men would not leave Wellington (N.Z.) This guarantee
was granted by the Captain.
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Police-station:‘Detective Qffice,Auckland.

Date: 28th August , 193 2,

REPORTof detective P.J.Nalder og NOs eS74a

Sub=Inspres
Det .Staff,

Au kland.

 

velative to. Affiliation of Watersiders' Union with Labour
 

Defence League at Auckiand.

 

| I respectfully report that there is no doubt
j but that the leaders of the Waterside Workers! Union under-
| 7stand the nature of the Labour Defence League,and they
|have not yet paid their £1-1-0 affiliation fee to the
i Labour Defence League,

| Responsible leaders are ageinst the affiliation
and while this is the case it is unlikely that anything
would develop from the affiliation of these two bodies.

 
. Action is being taken to bring to book the
| persons responsible for the issue of the paper called
"THE WATERSIDER".
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In your reply, please
quote this number :

“Ag
eee920e-

POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WeLtiNeTon, 22nd June 1932.

The Superintendent of Police,

Affiliation of Waterside Workers' Union with Labour

Seeae

The position arising out of the

affiliation of these two bodies will require to be carefully

watched, If the real nature of the Tabour Defence League

can be discreetly exposed to leading members of the Waterside

Workers' Union so much the better.

The Labour Defence League inNew

Zealand is a branch of the International Red Aid, the

headquarters of which are at Ferlin, and we have evidence

that theyreceive and act upon instructions from that body,

the leaders of which are in direct contact with the Commintern

at Moscow,

With regard to the attached copy of the

"Watersider, this document advocates a seditious strike (see
Regulation 14,(2) of the War Regulations Continuance Act, 1920.

This form of seditious propaganda appears to be gaining ground

in Auckland and a determined effort mist be made to bring to

book the persons responsible, —

AAbt 



   

Sub-Inspr.,
Det. Staff,

Auckland.
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Police-station:; DetectiveOffice ahucetond

Date,SeshSdunesoe 19312.

REPORT of. Detective P.J.Nalder 3 No.2374+

| relative to communist activities in Auckland Waterside
 

Workers! Union, vide attached.

$$

I respectfully report that I have Noted the
attached correspondence,

At the Stop Work Meeting of the Watersiders"
Union on the 7th of June 1932,it was decided that they
affiliate with the Labour Defence League.

No doubt the Watersiders thought that the
Labour Defence League functions for the purpose of looking

| after "class war prisoners and their dependents",whereas
it is an organisation closely connected with and run by
the Communist Party,and from its platform the overthrowal

of the Capitalist System and the seizure of power by the
workers is really advocated.

I have attached the latest issue of the
"WATERSIDER" which deals with this affiliation,

"The Watersider" is issued by the Watersiders fy
Concentration Group of the Communist Party of New Zealand.
This issue is dated the 10th June 1932.

| There is no such person as "A.Rawson", It
| is printed at 63 Newton Road on the Communist Party's
| duplicator.

Norman Walding is the most active Waterside
Worker Communist. OM. Ilea

er No.2374.
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Auckland,

N Issued by the Waterside

 
IOth June 1932

Concentration Gr. CP, Ng

WATERSIDERS LEAD THE WAY,
In deciding to affiliate with the Auckland Branch of the Lab-~

sour Defence League, the Auckland Watersiders have demonstrated to
‘other fraternal unions a practical manner in which they can recog-
«nise and assist this mass organisation to put up a United Front
against the War Regulations Continuance Act now being used by the
ruling class to banish“working-class fighters to gaols,. The Lab-
“our Defence League is a nonsParty and non-sectarian mass organ-
-lsation open to all sections who adopt its aims and objects, With
the class v class issue. daily growing intensified, the Labour Def-
“ence League must command the interest of all sections in its prop-
-“aganda for the release of class«war prisoners, its assistance to
their dependents and its unceasing demands for the ones of the
War Regulations Continuance Act, 1920,

The decision of the Auckland wharfies to affiliate to the
Labour Defence League will be acclaimed by all class-conscious
workers,

FORWARD TO A MASS UNITED FRONT AGAINST THE ATTACKS OF THE
RULING CLASS ON WORKING-CLASS RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGHS!!!

EECOCOLBEQCOGOGOSHOCOGOGOGOSO

UNITY WITH MINERS ,

At the last stop work meeting of
the seamen at Auckland a resol-
-ution was carried pledging sole
e-idarity with the miners! strike
and an undertaking to refuse to

\ man ships to carry scab coal
\ when required, Not only does
this strike affect seamen, it
affects all sectiovis of the
Transport industry and at this
stage of the capitalist crisis
ALL sections of Transport viore
-kers should pledge their solide
-arity to the miners!
Soon, the reserve st
Will be depleted,
bosses to import <x
When this situati 38
erades, refuse en masse to dig-
“charge or handle imported coal,

ALL SUPPORT TO THE MINERS!
STRIKE!!!

@SOGGOGL®

   

THE YELLOW INTERNATIONAL.

The International Federat-
-ion of Transport Workers and
the Social Democratic Parties
ave repeatedly and openly asse
-umed the role of strike-break-
-ing organisations, So during
he strike of the German har-
sour workers in February 1931
vid during the strike of the
“orman Fisherman in Hamburg-
‘ltona in July 1931, when the
aformist "Gesamiverband" opene

-Ly called upon its members to
aaah...

come

 

So during the strike of the Pol
eish seamen when theInternational
Federation of Transport Workers
jtolerated the tactic of defeat
of the local reformist union,
So in Japan where the section of
the International Federation of
Transport Workers first con-
«ferred with the shipowners on
the wage robbery and later op-
senly agreed to it, So in Nor-
sway recently, and so during the
heroic struggle of the Havana
fishermen, which was supported
only by the International of
Seamen and Harbour Workers and
her sections,

FRENCH WHARFIES Act,

An unconfirmed report fre
som Le Havre (France) states t
a Committe for Struggle Against
Imperialist War was set up, com-
-posed of harbour workers, sea=
-men, railwaymen, metalworkers
and representatives of the Une
eemployed Committees, The har-
~bour workers discovered a large
amount of explosives on a vessel
destined for Japan, Part 6f
this cargo was thrown overboard

at

joy the harbour’ workers and in
the empty barrels were placed
antiewar appeals addressed to
the Japanvee WOEsere.

a G

 

WHAT'S ON,

Social and dance at the Oak Hall, Liverpool St,, every Sate
jaamdas nieht ab 0 Cand



 

The Watersiders Eraicl
SHEAWB, Falwing intoy Line
w Loh its seonps
nas adopted th Vy “thes
wife and three children) of
a watersider sentenced to two
rears! dmprisonment, To date!
Shree collections haye been
taken up,the resultsbeing
very gratifying. | Mention
oust be made\of the splendid |
action shown by members on
relief work at) Curran, St,
On payday, although some -of
these men, had only one: day's
pay of 7/6 andothers 10/-
to draw, they volunteered and
paid sixpence each of this
meagre amount. to provide the
necessary payments of the fam-
-ily allotted,
felt, when seéing such unsel=
-fish loyalty shown, that with
such strength of sacrifice

   
   

their. movement= isy growing: into
a force that will in the very
near fyture be a power to

contend with,
RALLY TO THE SUPPORT, OF OUR

COMRADES IN THE BOSS-CLASS
GAOLI1!

RoBeBeBeBeGeBeBeBes

BREAKINGCONDITIONS,

As the bosses! offensive
against the wharfies becomes
nore’ intensified, so do we
‘ind breaking of union rules
becoming more prevalent. This
is but a phase of the class
strugle today and can-be exe
~pected from the weaker elem-
-ents of the rank and file
who cannot put up 5 militant
stand against the bo ! pol-
~icy of speed up ar 1erease
«6d profits, Only by 4 tnited
Front of rank and file members
of the union and the setting
up of Workers! Committees on
the job can we expect to put
a spoke in the bosses! wheel
and win back those hard-fought
for conditions already filched
from watersiders, :
ORGANISE FOR A DETERMINED

STAND AGAINST THE NEW CONDIT~
-IONS BEING RAILROADED THROUGH
BY THE BOSSES! 1!!!

@@@EGOCEOTOPO@
MARXIAN STUDY CLASS.

Every ursday night at 8
-omM,, Marxian study class at

evton Road, Come along

varn how the boss robs
‘o4 end yours,

   

   

  

Ola

The collectors »|

   
|
; a1Unions convenedby
Poona PHion W#idd take place to

i:formulate a poligy by which lidus~
| trial Unions willbe able to offer \

| a United Front of all sections of \
workers against the Government's

| policy of highwa¥ robbery and“slave
Camps»

HOW ABOU+4 DELEGATE FROM
|THE WHARFIES' UNTON?

Genced.<eooeace

"D0 You. KNOW"THAT?
Lloyd Geoxwe , whiting in the Newo—~-

Freie Presse" in July 1931 said
Germany ‘(Communist ) will be mach
more dangerous for the whole world
than a Communist Russia. Hand in
hand with Germany , the significance
of the Russian “evolution would be
maltiplied a hundredfold, Accord-
-ingly it is advisable for all
countries to make the greatest
trifices to prevent sucha catas-
Surophibe alliance from taking place,

In 1951 France voted 60 mill-
sion dollars for bombing planes,
has already 606,114 aeroplanes, amd
is mobilising 2 ‘million blacks an
Africa,

i That the League of Nations
TALKS ofdisarmament. .

That the local police con-
-~fiscated last week's Camp Object =
sors! Bulletins,

Baron Tanaka, ex-Prime Min-
-ister of Japan, in his second
smemorandum'to ‘the Japanese Emlper=
sor, wrote:-" In order to conquer
the world we must first conque
China, With all the resources of
China at our disposal we shall |par
forward to he Conquest of India
the Archipelago, Asia Minor, Geh2
-tral Asia, arid even Europe,"

@QWOEOOGBAGEGESGEECS

BARTER,
Our unofficial delegate to

the new agreement confab reports
that the bosses ane now offering so
many spuds’ or onions ete,, accord-

| -ing to the class of cargo you
handle, providing thet enough are
spilled in the hold or in the shed,
in liew of wages,

This will also do away
with the time now allowed to call at
the pay-Wwindow,

printed by A, Rawson, 65
Newton Road, Auckland,

aCe

  



Subd.Inspector

of Detectives

Auckland,  

 

 

 

URion to init its. ioubershitp, and:at Was -mM

ipSEweeet the Auckland Waterside Workers Union end ‘one iP

of, Auckland. S$evedores Association that the meubersl

| Linited +6 I3I0..

This stood #u

membership was» ngain' Seated 3aanows Weants at Ii

pomew applicants have-:seule or no ‘chanee a i

she offiialsshold that they have suftiicient “rien! 7,

rolled under the agreement. 
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NEW ZEALAND
TOK

POLICE DEPARTMENT,

 

}
WELLINGTON, 64h June 1932,

MEMORANDUMfor

The Superintendent of P,lice,

AUCKLAND.

Enclosed is a précis of a letter sent by the C.B,

of the Communist Party, Wellington to the L.P.C, Auckland
on 4th instant.

The letter suggests that an attempt is to be made
to stir up trouble en the waterfront pricr to and during the
time cf departure of the Delegation to Ottawa.

The object ef the Communists is no doubt to get
inte pesitions in the Watersider's Union where they could
use their influence in fomenting strikes, etc,

Their theory is that the recent riots in Auckland
acted as a lead to other centres, and that similarly, mass
action on the waterfront at Auckland would act as a suggestion
te other branches: of the Union.

If this information could be discreetly passed on

te the Union officials (if they are considered trustworthy)
it may have a good effect.
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“‘'petermined efforts are to he made, in view of the recent
Court decision concerning the claims for damages acainst the Ynion,
to s@cure memhership for as many Communists as possible,-..--
It is essential that membership fees he paid at time of application
so as to prevent the Secretaries referring the application te the
Executive fer approval. In this vay it will be pessible to overcome
any objection te C.P.Membérs.--- That it is essential to secure
membership as much as pessible is urgently stressed,--- In view of
the fact that Union intends appealing against the decisions it:is
imperative to lodge these applications for membership immediately as
admission of members may be temporarily suspend@d pending the: ~
hearing of the@»appeal,----+ It is also essential that the intending
members, ence elected, use their every endeavour. to. push: the 1 .S.H,
ete. repeace to arrange ‘contact with International Organisaticns

ef this kind,
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Police-station: notectOffice,Wgton,

Date:_s7tnJune, 198 2,
REPORT of_perectivesergeantW.Pricklebenk, No.1726.

relative to_Commmnists alleged to be trying to get into

| Waterside Workers and Seamens Union, forthepurpose
| of fomenting Strikeg ste, Videattached report No.52/406,
 

I beg to report having made descreet enquiries

eBagarding the Commnists supposed to be trying to get into

| the Waterside Workers and Seamens tinions, but up to the

| present they have not made any application.

| At I2 noon on date, I interviewed Mr Johnston,

Seeretary ofthe Waterside Workers Union(he is a very

| reliable man and i can tryst him). JI asked him if any

| of the Vommunists had madeapplication to become members

of his Union. he replied "They have not up to the present

date.

*~ told him that I have received reliable informa-

tion that they were going to try and get in the Union.

“r Johnston stated that he would do all in his

power to keep them out.

He also stated that they were considering appealig

against the Verdict, which was given against the Union

a few days aco at the Wllinkton Supreme Court...

Before any person can get into the Waterside

Workers Union, he has to be nominated by at least two
finaleial members, so it will be seen that they will

| not be able to get in very easy..

The Inspector, Mr Johnston was very pleased to get this informa-

Wellington, tion eng he promised to let me know should he get any

application from the communists in the near future..

Regarding the Seamens Union the Secretary Mr F.

Newfield, and the President llr Walsh, are sympathisers

with the Communists Party, therefore it is useless me

interviewing them..

At the present time the Union Steamship Company  



penenT

have a large number of their boats tied up and hundreds of

Seamen and figzemen are out of work, so it would be useless any

person joining the Union at the present time..

When the Seamen are engaged to join the ships, they have

to produce their discharges to the Chief Officer or Hngineer who

is engaging them, therefore it would be a very hard job for the

Communists to get engaged under the present conditions..

Whenever a ship is signing new articles, I have always

made it my practise of attending at the Government Shipping Office

to ascertain who signs on. If a Communists is known to the

Officers or Engineers, they never give them a position..

In the near future I will pay special attention to all  Ships signing on new crews..

tJ. Dostum

Detective Sergeant 1796. 4
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this number : <¢ NEW ZEALAND.

a)coe

POLICE DEPARTMENT,

Wetunaton, 7th June 1932.
MEMORANDUM for

The Sup@intendent cf Police,

~
e

/ WELLINGTON.

The following instructions were recently
sent by the Central Executive of Communist Party, Wellington
te the Local Party Committce at Auckland :-
"Determined efforts are to he made, in view of the recent
"court d@cision concerning the claims for damages against
"the Union, to secure membership for as many Communists as
“possible....... It is essential that membership fees be
“pyaid at time of application so as to prevent the Secretary's

"referring the application to the Ixecutive for approval.
"In this way it will be possible te overcome any ochjection

"to C.P.Members,---- That it is essential to secure memher-
“ship as much as possible is urgently stressed.--- In view of
"the fact that the Union intends appealing against the

"decision it is imperative to lodge these applications for
"membership immediately as admission of members may be
"temporarily suspended pending the hearing of the appeal.---
"It is also essential that the intending mambers, once
"elected, use their every endeavour to push the 1,S5.H, ete.
"and endeavour to arrange contact with international
Norganisations of this kind",

The I.S.H.,-is the Int@rnational ef Seamen) and Harbour Werkers.
The object of the Communists is no vets to get as many as
possible of their members into the erside Workers" Unien
here they can use their influence eyfonentding strikes, etc,

Mah.niserditasing Macores OADSffrreten
$ If the above information coulda he disc Setly passed@on to the

officials of the Union (if they are considered trustworthy) it
may have a good effect, as no doubt similar effforts WLS pe
made ty Communists te join the Wellington branch of the Union,

1).

(LNSpLllddbte
Commissioner of Police.
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© Precis of a letter seus tg the L.P;C. Anoklaas .by the Ind.Dept. bug
of the C.E. on Saturday night, une 4th.

 

"Determined efforts are to be made,in view of the
recent Court decision concerning the claims for
damages against the Union,to secure membership
for as many Communists as is possible.e««---It is
essential that membership fees be paid at time
of application so as to prevent the Secty's
referring the application to his ixecutive for
approval. In this way it will be possible to
overcome any objection to C.P.members.'«--«
Thatit is essential to secure membership as
much as possible was urgently stressed.«-
‘In view of the fact thet the Union inbends
appealing against the decisions it is imperative
to lodge these applications formembership
immediately as admission of members may be
temporerily suspended pending the hearing of the

| appeal. «----It is also essential that the
intending members,once elected,use their every
endeavourto push the 1.S.H. etc., and endeavour
to arrange contact with International organisations
of this kind.’

Oeewmeme

This letter savyours of an attempt to stir up trouble en the
waterfront prior to and 4 the time that the Ottawa
delegation is te depart. ions of strike etc., forwarded
to Union headguerters from time would establish a precedent
and a lead for other branches of the Union. «---It is recognised
that the recent riots in A'kld were a ‘lead" to the unemployed
of other #istricts.--- -fimiteizy Similarly ‘Mess Action’ on
the Auckland waterfront would act as a suggestion to other places.

Ceigiceeateces amas
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WELLINGTON, .1st.April, 1931.

Ses

Customs Departinent,

The Commissioner of Police;

"The Pan Pacific Worker."

With reference to your memorandum No. 31/52 of the

4th ultimo respecting the magazine entitled "The Pan Pacific

Worker" (Vol.1V No.2, dated 5th February, 1931), I have to

inform you that it has been decided not to prohibit the

importation of this magazine but to allow delivery by the Cus-

toms on the understending that no guarantee is given that

subsequent action will not be taken by your Department under

the War Regulations Continuance Act, 1920.

Collectors of Customs throughout New Zealand will be

advised to that effect.

The documents forwarded with your memorandum are

returned herewith.
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COMINION OF NEW ZEALAND

Solicitor-General’s Office,

Wettinaton, 27th February, 1931.

The Commissioner of Police,

THE PAN PACIFIC WO: ~_ALLEGEDSEDITIOUS
hs -~_ Secret: 2.

Referring to your memorandum of the 24th instant

hereon I have considered the issue of the above publication

forwarded therewith. The publication is probably in breach

of Section 4 of Regulation 2 of the Second Schedule to the

War Regulations Continuance Act 1920, inasmuch as it advocates

lewlessness and is of a seditious nature within the meaning of

Ambrose v. Glover 1922 N.Z.L.R. 96.

The document, however, deals primarily with

questions arising in other parts of the British Dominions and

matters which are not likely to arise in New Zealand. Under

the circumstances, and in view of the obscure language of the

publication, I do not think any good would be achieved by a

prosecution. In fact, it is possible that harm would be done.

I therefore advise that the document is of such a nature that

no proceedings should be taken with reference to it under the

War Regulations Continuance Act, 1920. It is returned to you

herewith. 4 ,

ijs

Solicitor-General.

Enclosure.
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Arbitration Yesterday and To-day.—Initiators of Wage-cuts—A Blow Against Entire
Working Class—The Vote for the General Strike—Garden Sabotages R.I.L.U.

Policy.—Militant Minority Must Organise Counter Offensive.

(By H.M.)

© tens of thousands of workers it is now
clear why the Theodore-Scullin Fede-

ral Labor politicians in 1929 and the

Lang-Garden combination in New South
Wales in 1930 insisted that the Compulsory
Arbitration Courts had to be preservedat all
costs.. As the supreme legal arbiters of wages,
hours and conditions of labor, these courts
have thus far proved effective instruments
against the workingclass.
Tocarry out the capitalist offensive against

our class, the Labor Party politicians needed
the Arbitration Courts.
The arbitration system furnishes one of the

most striking examples of that triple alliance

of employers, capitalist state and trade union
bureaucracy, that for more than three years
has been waging an unrelenting campaign

against our class.
But it is not merely during the past three

years that the arbitration courts haye proved
their effectiveness for capitalism. They have

always been weapons.against labor. In times

of relative prosperity when workers, through

strike struggles, or, in many cases, even the

threat to strike, could have compelled the capi-
talist class to disgorge a greater part of the

surplus they had stolen from labor, these

arbitration courts intervened and handed

down decisions granting trivial increases in
wages, or decreases in hours of labor, but

they always frustrated the demands put forth

originally.
Such decisions, to be effective, required the

development of a huge anti-working class sys-
tem, tying the trade unions to these courts.
This was achieved through the policy of “re-
gistration” of the unions with the courts, a
policy in effect for decades. The essential
prerequisite for registration was the signing
of a pledgeto refrain fromstriking against any
decisions of the court, a guarantee in advance
to submit to all arbitration court decisions.
Trade unionofficials, instead of functioning as
leaders and organisers of workers, became
special pleaders before these courts and de-
yotedtheir time to presenting allegedstatistics
on living costs and profits of the capitalists in
order to pretend to combat the figures pre-
sented by the employers’ agents to back up
their demands. The arbitration system i8 so
organised that the judges represent the gov-
ernment, the employers’ “experts” represent
the exploiters of labor, and theoretically the
trade union bureaucrats represent the wage
workers. A little investigation is sufficient to
convince any wide-awake workerthat all three
groups, in varying degrees, represent the capi-
talist class against the workers.

Thetrade union ‘bureaucracy, pledged to the
system of compulsory arbitration, not merely
urged the acceptance of awards, but, as an
integral part of the arbitration machine has
always fought against any attempt of the rank
and file to carry on a struggle against such
decisions. When, in spite of the trade union

bureaucrats, strikes occurred against court
awards, the union officials proceeded to
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mobilise “loyal unionists’ as strike breakers,
just as the Australian Workers’ Union bureau-
cracy is doing this moment against the
striking pastoral workers in Queensland.
There has been no exception to this procedure,
aside irom those recent occasions when the
trade union bureaucracy did not dare come
forth openly in their customarystrike-b
role, but had to place themselves at the head
of the movement so that, at a convenient mo-
ment carefully prepared for, they could betray
it:
Because of the system of compulsory arbitra-

tion the working class never, at any time, even
under the most favorable objective conditions,
obtained wages and conditions they could
otherwise have obtained.

   

De

O-DAYthese same Arbitration Courts,
that in periods of relative prosperity
acted as a brake upon the advance of

the working class, are the initiators of every
attack upon us. But the turn fromtrivial re-
formist concessions to the open offensive
against the working class met with stubborn
resistance. The reply of the workers to the
first attack in the capitalist offensive agains
wages, hours and conditions of labor was
strike action of such a determined character
that the bureaucrats at the head of the unions
involved did not dare oppose it. They had to
resort to adroit trickery to be able to serve
their capitalist masters, while maintaining
their positions as “labor leaders.” The policy
of the labor fakers, in such struggles, was to
fight against any attempt at militant conflict,
to resist every suggestion of extension of the
strikes, to prevent the rank andfile establish-
ing its own machineryfor conducting strikes,
and to drag out the struggle to the point of
mass impoverishment and exhaustion of the
strikers. Then finally, at a favorable oppor-
tunity, to invent, with the aid of the employers
and the government, an atrocious deception
calculated to persuade the strikers to agree
(temporarily) to the terms of the awards. The
terms of such awards, it is true, did prove to
be temporary, inasmuch as the betrayed and
defeated workers were compelled to accept
even worse terms than originally set down by
the courts. Thousands of workers who played
heroic parts in these conflicts are discriminated
against. Manyothers, older workers who can-
not keep up the pace of the speed-up, never
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got back into industry that v
rationalised.

After each such defeat the anvil chorus of
capitalist press, “labor” press, trade union
leaders and labor and capitalist politicians
would loudly bellow “Once again the strike
weapon has failed!” These were the exact
words of that infamous social-fascist rag, the
“Labor Daily,” after it had used its columns
for months to help the mine-owners, the goy-
ernment and the treacherous officials of the
Miners’ Union prepare the betrayal and after
it had discouraged ev attempt to turn the
lock-out of the miners in the Northernfields

 

  

     

into a real strike by extending it to the coal-
fields of the South and West. All these sepa-
rate attacks during the past three years upon
the different sections of our class—the water-
siders, the timber workers, the miners, the
metal workers, the rail and tram workers, the
pastoral workers—were deliberately prepared
moyes inadrive calculated to defeat the whole
working class and place upon our backs the

entire burden of the capitalist crisis.
Each fall in the economic position of Aus

tralian capitalism has been followed by an in

tensification of the offensive against the work

ing class. It is quite evident that no matter
how limited become (1e markets for Austra-
lian products, no matter how low the total
production sinks, the capitalist class is deter-
minedthat their profits shall continue to flow

in undiminished volume. If the capitalist gov-

February 5, 1931

ernment. is unable to meet its huge interest
bills for. the imperialist war and for war pre-
Pparations now going on, the problemis solved
byanother smash at the working class, in the
form of a wage-cut or a direct tax on wages
or both—as was the case in January. Every
slash in wages is followed by a period of
buoyancy in Australian shares on the stock
market, because the investors are thereby as-
sured that they canstill get at least the pre-
vailing average rate of profit out of our ex-
ploitation. So accustomed are the bankers,
the industrialists, the coupon-clippers and the
whole retinue of parasites to the enforcement
of arbitration court decisions that it is doubt-
ful if many of them have, until recently,
realised that a time must come whenthat sys-
tem will be challenged by the-mass power of
the workingclass.

kok *

ERETOFOREthe faithful lackeys of
capitalism at the head of the trade
unions, the king’s ministers in the

labor governments andtheir police agents and
gaolers have been able to stem the revolt

 

 

 against the capitalist offensive. But events
accompanying the most recent and most
Vicious decision of the full bench of the
Federal Arbitration Court prove that the job
nowassigned to the trade union bureaucracy
of aiding the capitalist class impose the ten
per cent. wage-cut in every State of the Com-
monwealth and the additional 3/- to 5/6cut,
decreed upon the basis of the report of the
Federal Statistician, is more difficult and com-
plicated than their former betrayals.
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Although suffering a series of defeats, the
workers have shown an increasing determina-
tion to resist every attack made upon themas
one section after another of our class faced
the capitalist attack initiated through the
arbitration courts. The bosses and all their
agents knew the radicalised workers would in-
stantly demandstrike action in face of sucha
drastic and general wage-cut as that adminis-
tered by the arbitration court, The latest de-
cisions hit all sections of the working class,
uniting them as victims of one common blow.
Such a wave of indignation arose in the fac-

tories, in the shops, on railways, tramways, in
the units of the Unemployed Workers’ Move-
ment, in the labor exchanges and the union
halls that everywhere there was one demand
as a reply to the arbitration court decision—
GENERALSTRIKE!

x ok #

  

N the evening of the same day the an-
nouncement of the court’s decision was

\ made,occurred the regular weekly meet-
ing of the New South Wales Labor Council.
Rank and file delegates from the shops ex-
pressed the sentiment of the workers when
they demanded an immediate strike. There
was even talk in some industries of striking
the following morning. In such a tense situa-
tion a strike in one factory, even a very small
unit in a given industry, might easily start a
moye that will spread like wildfire.
The vote of council delegates for a

general strike was 64 to 13. Garden and the
marionettes comprising the Trades Hall “in-
ner circle” did not dare openly oppose it. The
best they could do was to leave the date in-
definite. The first proposal was that thestrike
be called February Ist. As that date falls on
Sundayits absurdity is obvious

Let no one imagine that Garden and com-
pany have abandonedtheir treacherous course
as agents of capitalism because they did not
fight or yote against the general strike motion.
Even while pretending to favor such a strike

 

  

these left social-fascists are fighting against it.
The uncertainty of the date makes it possible
for the bureaucrats ‘to manoeuvre againstit.
Immediately after the decision all available
machineryfor betrayal was set in motion. The
executive of the Australasian Council of
Trade Unions was called to meet in Sydney,
the “conference” of bureaucrats of the Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union was convened in the

    

 



same city, to affirm their own “re-election’
officials and to strengthen the strike-breaking
apparatus of the labor bureaucracy.
The reptile press loudly shouted that thes

officials viewed with alarm the present situa-
tion; they expressed the opinion that a “state
of emergency should be declared to preserve
the living standards of the people.” W. J.
Duggan, president of the A.C.T.U., accom-
panied bythe secretary, C. Crofts, appealedto
that hoary strike-breaking gang, the official-
domof the A.W .U., to unite the two organisa-
tions because “at any moment there might be
a crash.” EE. Grayndler, “labor” member of
the legislative council, asked whether the

A.C.T.U,. was still affiliated to the Pan-Pacific
Trade Union Secretariat, to which question
Crofts gleefully replied in the negative; while

        

Duggan ventured the opinion that there was
“no barrier between the A.W.U. and the
A.C.T.U”
Tn face of the radicalisation of the n

the trade union bureaucracy unites as one
strike-breaking machine to help the master
class continue its offensive against the work-
ing class. So utterly debased have the
A,C.T.U,officials become that they apologised
to the A.W.U.scab-herders andstrike-breakers
for once having adopted a resolution calling
them bytheir right names. Crofts assured the
A.W.U. gang that he and his associates were
prepared to wipe all such references from the
books; in other words Crofts volunteers to
forge the records former A.C.T.U. confer-
ences in behalf of unity with strike-breakers
for a commonpurpose, ie., to prevent “a state
of emergency” that may seriously affect the
capitalist class
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Further to deceive the masses of workers
the A.C.T.U. has decided to hold its “emer-
gency” congress February 16, a week after the
date (February 9) tentatively set for ‘the be-
ginning of the strike. This is further step
toward sowing confusion in the ranks of the
workers and is in no wayantagonistic to the
Sydney Trades Hall bureaucracy who, al-
though they did not publicly declare in favor
of February 9 as the date for the beginning of
the strike, assiduously popularised that date

    

Rianne

 ACHnewsituati
ment of newtactics of treachery on
the part of the social-fascists. A capi-

talist attack that evokes a widespread demand
for a general strike is met by the professional
betrayers of labor with a policy of playing, in
the most cynical fashion, with the general
strike slogan. While pretending to favor a
general strike, these swindlers are continuing,
with other methods, their traditional policy of
trying to discredit all strike action.

Instead of putting into effect the ‘strike pre
parations of the Red International of Labor
Unions, Jock Garden and the officials of the
NewSouth Wales Labor Council (anaffiliated
bodyof the R.I.L..U.) try to sabotagethe clec-
tion of rank and file committees of action, the
building of Workers’ Defence Corps in the en-
terprises, and the mobilisation and strengthen-
ing of the Workers’ International Relief, by
placing the whole affair in the hands of the
bureaucratic “disputes committee.”

Furthermore, these traitors go to the
astonishing length of trying to prevent strike
action against the wage-cuts on the part of
certain groups of workers by pleading that no
action whatsoever should be taken until all the
workers are ready to act. With such filthy
deception do they strive to stifle all strike

because they know full well that, in
this situation, once strike begins in one im-
portant branch of industry, it can rapidly
spread until it reaches the dimensions of
general strike.

requires the deyelop~
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O expose and counteract this demagogy

and treachery and to organise for the

launching of the counter-offensive is
the task of the Minority Movement, In
anticipation of the manoeuvre of Garden and

(Continued on page 14)
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ALARM CALL TO THE WORKERS OF
THE PACIFIC!

 

Imminent Danger of Imperialist Intervention
and Attack on U.S.S.R.

 

!ORKERS of the Paci

What has been obvious for a very
long time nowfinds a new and most

alarming corroboratiou :--The preparation of
imperialist intervention and war against the
First Workers’ Republic of the U.S.S.R. is no
Jonger a matter for speculation or conjec-
ture; its perspective, its more concrete plan-
ning, the distribution of roles among the vari-
ous imperialist powers and their vassal States
surrounding the U.S.S.R., the strategic plans
of attack, and even the date for the armed in-
tervyention against the U.S.S.R. are now re-
vealed to the whole world as a result of the
discovery and arrest of the counter-revolu-
tionary persons and organisations acting :
the direct agents andtools of the imperialist:
from within the Soviet. Union

Intervention in 1931

Proven and coroborated facts showthat the
armed attack and intervention are planned for
the early part of 1931; the leading impe st
Statesmen of France, Britain and the other
powers are directly inyolved and named as
the organisers andleaders of the attack (Poin-
care, Briand, etc.).

Unimpeachable evidence links Paris and
London with Warsaw, Bucharest, and with
the other vassal States on the eastern fron
tier of the Soviet Union. Tanks, bombing
planes. poison gas, armored cars, the most
modernartillery, munitions and the movement
of tronps along definite routes of attack and
their distribution among the various buffer
vassal States of French and British Imperial
ism, has been going on planfully and system-
atically for a long Omg, nd still going on.
Preparations for the attack are thus in full
swing. and the imperi en are only waiting
for their favorable opportunity to ‘attack.

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

Fear Soviet Achievements
‘The reasons for this imperialist intervention

are to-day clear to every thinking and class-
conscious worker in every part of the world:
The First Worke Republic with its vic-

 

torious proletariat are actually engaged in
building up Socialism; they have already com-
pleted successfully the first two years of So-
cialist Construction; with ever ar, every
month, week, the position of the U.S.S.R. in
elation to the capitalist world is becoming
more and more invulnerable,
The very existence of the U.S.S.R. andits

world proletariat, and to ali oppressed and ex
ploited peoples of the colonial and semi-
colonial world, a mighty fortress and base foi
steady and phenomenalprogress, gives to the
the internati revolutionary movement and
ior the struggle against imperialism and capi-

       

talism. It serves not only as an inspiration,
but as the living and growing proof to every
toiler that the only salvation lies in the pro-
letarian revolution and the destruction of capi-
talism. That is whythe imperialists and capi-
talists cannot tolerate this division of the
earth into two distinct worlds, two irrecon-
ciliable social and political systems. That is
why they are preparing and about to launch
the attack and armed intervention.

  

 



6 THE PAN-PACIFIC WORKER

Fight Capitalism at Home
Gur task as revolutionary workers and or

ganisationsis clear Phe only way to combat
imperialist war is by war against imperialism
and capitalism at home,

In China the workers and peasants must
intensify a hundredfold their struggle against
imperialism and against the counter-revolu-
tionary Kuomintang and the militarists who,
during the Chinese Eastern Railway conflict,
unmasked themselves as the tools of the im-
perialist hounds against the U-S.S.R. In co-
ordinated action with the revolutionary peas-
ants’ movement and the Workers & Peasants’
Soviets and Red Armies, the industrial prole-
tariat in the industrial centres must unfold
and Kuomintang militarism, in conjunetion
with the Defence of the Soviets of China and
the broadest mass action against imperialism
with their daily mass struggles in the shop:
amd factories. The slogan. “Defend Soviet
Russia and Soviet China,” must resound
throughout the length and breadth of the
country and serve as the rallying ery of revo-
lutionary struggle and for the mobilisation of
tens of millions of workers and peasants, In
India, Indo-China, Korea, Formosa, Philip-
pines, avd in Indonesia, the Malay States and
all other colonial and semi-colonial countries,
the struggle against Imperialism and the na-
tional-hourgeoisie—who are the agents and
allies of the imperialists against the workers
and peasants’ revolutionary moyvement—must
he intensified and organised on a real mass
basis, under the leadership of the revolution-
ary organisations of the proletariat.

_ Colonial Masses Must Join Conflict
More than ever is it becoming clear that

the struggle of the colonial and semi-colonial
toiling masses against imperialism cannot pos
siily be separated or considered apart from
the Defence of the First Workers’ Republic:
the one guarantees the other, and the one
without the other is meaningless. In the
capitalist and imperialist countries bordering
the Pacific and deminating the Pacific (Japan.
U.S.A., Britain, France) the proletariat must
take the initiative and lead the millions and
tens of millions of toilers in Defence of the
Soviet Union, Here, too, the only effective
wayof wardingoff the threatened imminent
attack on the U.S.S.R. is: to unfold an un-
paralleled mass strugele against capitalism
and imperialism at home
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Stop Troops and Munitions

Mass demonstrations, Mass and General
Strikes as a protest and alarm-mobilisation of
the whole working class, Mass affiliation and
active participation in the League of Friends
of the U.S.S.R., the absolute prevention of
shipments of troops and munitions and war
materials to any of the vassal States of French
and British imperialism or to any of the
colonial or semi-colonial countries in any part
of the world; intensified work among the sol-
diers and sailors of the imperialists; the forma-
tion of Proletariat Defence Corps, and Work-
ers’ Control Committees elected by all the
workers of the most important enterprises to
disclose and prevent the movement or trans-
port of troops and munitions; and what is of
paramount importance in all countries—the
most ruthless struggle against all social-re-.
formists and social-fascists, the direct agents
of the imperialists within our ranks.
Onour guard! To the Defence of the Soviet

Union!
Organise mass action and mass strikes to

block the plans of French and British imperial-
ism, to crush the U.S,S.R.!
Not a man and not a gun against the Work-

ers and Peasants’ Soviets of U.S.S.R. and of
China! :

Active support to the revolutionary move-
ment of China, India, Indo-China, Korea, In-
donesia and Formosa!
Turn the imperialist weapons against im-

perialism itsel!
To the last man and the last drop of blood

—in defence of the onlyproletarian fatherland
and the citadel of the world revolution!

-The P.P.T.U.S., Shanghai.

FRIENDS OF SOVIET UNION

Workers of Australia, counter Imperialism’s
threatened attack against the Soviet Union by
Joining the Australian Section of the Friends
of Soviet Union. National office, Ist Floor,
305 Pitt Street, Sydney. Only by doing so
can you learn the true facts concerning the
marvellous development of Socialist construc-
tion in the Workers’ Fatherland. Branches at
Brisbane, Broken Hill and other centres. Join
nowthis mass organisation, which is rallying
the working class of Australia to its banner
with the fighting slogan of Not a man; not a
ship; not a gun against the Soviet Union!
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TO THE INDIAN PROLETARIAT, THE
VANGUARD OF THE INDIAN

REVOLUTION

(Letter of the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secre
tariat, on the occasion of the Trade Union

Congress in Bombay, December, 1930.)

 

 

HE Trade Union Congress in Bombayis
taking place at acritical stage in the

: development of the national-emancipa-tion and revolutionary movement of India. Atthis stage, the true role and nature ofall classforces, both revolutionary and counter-reyolu-tionary, stand out crystal-clear, serving as theunmistakable guides for organisation andaction by the Indian proletariat, which to-gether with the Indian peasantry constitutethe main driving force of the Indian reyolu-tion, and the only force capable of organisingand leading a consistent and uncompromisingstruggle against British Imperialism, for thecomplete independence of India. and for theliberation of the working class from the yokeof capitalism. i
Reaction Stands Unmasked

The phenomenal extension and intensifica-tion of the revolutionary emancipation move-ment has unmasked all the counter-revolu-tionary elements and forces working withBritish Imperialism and against the IndianRevolution, both nationally and internation-ally:—(a) The national bourgeoisie of Indiais carrying out its own class activities and
safeguarding its own class interests throughits executive organ—the Indian National Con-gress. Under the pressure of the broad and
deep revolutionary mass movement against
imperialism, the National Congress (nationalbourgeoisie) is compelled to make a show of“passive resistance” against British Imperial-ism, and has to some extent succeeded in di-verting the revolutionary force and energieof the working class from the revolutionary
anti-imperialist and class stru: eles into thechannels of “passive resistanc
The National Congress is byits very nature

anti-proletarian and therefore counter-revolu-tionary. Onlythe pressure of the revolution.ary masses delay the inevitable capitulation of
the Indian National Congress to British Im-
perialism. (b) The most dangerous elements,
from the point of view of the working class,
are the so-called “left” elements among the
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national-reformists. (N. hru-Jr., Patel, Subas,
Ruikar, & Co.) whoare merely the demagogicinstruments of the national bourgeoisie for
diverting the revolutionary mass movement of
the workers and peasants into “safe channels
not endangering the class interests of the bour-
geoisi Their function is to mislead the
working masses by “left” phrases and vague
promises. They are the most ¢ ngerous ele-
ment hampering the development of the work-
ers and peasants’ moyement on clear class
revolutionary lines and under revolutionaryproletarian leadership. (c) The agents of the
national bourgeoisie within the working class,
the reformist trade union leaders (of the type
of Joshi, Chamn Lall, Bakhale, Shiva Rao andCo.) have revealed themselves as the splitters
of the Indian Trade Union movement and asthe direct agents of the imperialist British
Trade Union and Labortraitors. They have
come out openly against a unified revolution-
ary trade union movement in India, based on
the class struggle, and against international
proletarian solidarity (opposing the Red In
ternational of Labor Unions and the Pan-
Pacific Trade Union Secretariat), at the same
ime carrying out the orders and the policy of
the counter-revolutionary Amsterdam Interna-
tional and the British Labor imperialists. (d)
The British Labor Party and the British
Trade Union Bureaucracy stand out before
the whole world as the avowed agents of
British imperialism and counter-revolution,Thetraditional policy of “blood-and-iron” in
suppressing the national-liberation and revolu-
tionary movements in India, has been intensi-
fied and multiplied a thousandfold under the
“Labor” Government (bombardments from the
air and destruction of villages, 25,000 arrests
during the past 4-5 months in India, the Mee-
rut Trial, the suppression of trade unions and
militant organisations of the workers, peasants
and youth, and the crowning eyent—the In-
dian Circus in London, where His Ma jesty’s
“Labor” Government conducted the Round
Table Conference with 10 Ruling Princes, 5
Great Landowners, 29 titled persons—Baro-
nets, Sirs, Nawabs, Rao Bahadurs, ete—7
Ministers and ex-Ministers, 6 Knighted British
agents in Indian States, ete., etc.). (e) The
development of the Indian’ Antiimperialist
and revolutionary movement has also revealed
—once more—the counter-revolutionary and
imperialist role and nature of the Second and
Amsterdam Internationals, who are working
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through their British agents to draw the In-
dian labor movement into the morass of social-
reformism andclass collaboration. It suffices
to point the recent sessions of the Executive
of the Second International at Zurich, where
the social-fascist representatives of all coun-
tries, without a word of criticism, approved

  

the blood-and-iron policy of the MacDonald
Government in India, and where the “left”
social-fascists of the B.L.P. (Messrs. Brock
way and Co.) silently acquiesced.

Like the Chinese Revolution, and the re-
volutionary movements in Indo-China, In-
donesia, Korea, etc., so the Indian revolution-
ary and anti-imperialist movement has re-
vealed to the whole world the counter-revolu-
tionary nature andactivities of the Second and
Amsterdam Internationals (beginning with
their open struggle against the First Workers’
Republic of the U.S.S.R, and ending with their
open co-operation with the counter-revolution-
ary Kuomintang in China’and with the British
Imperialists in India.

Joint Action for Indian Revolution
It is at this stage of development of revolu-

tionary events in India and on the occasion
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of the Trade Union Congress in Bombay, that
the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat once
more takes the opportunity of addressing itself
to the Indian working class andof expressing
in thefirst place, the international revolution.
ary solidarity of the toiling masses of the
Pacific with the revolutionary emancipation
movement of India, and with its organised
vanguard—the revolutionary Trade Unions of
India.
Ours is not merely a wordy expression of

solidarity. The Pan-Pacific Trade Union Sec-
retariat comprises the adyance-guard of the
working masses in almost all the colonial and
semi-colonial countries of the Pacific. It is a
mobilising and organising and fighting organ
created by the class-conscious proletarian ele-
ments of China, Korea, Formosa, Philippines,
Indonesia, Malay States, Indo-China, etc. The
revolutionary trade unions of these countries,
in joint action with the revolutionary prole-
tariat of the imperialist countries—Japan,
U.S.A., Great Britain—and in closest ailiance
with the victorious revolutionary proletariat
of the First Work
have united on the platform of the
struggle andirreconcilable struggle against
imperialism, capitalism and all its agents.
That is why the Pan-Pacific T.U. Secretariat
and the workers of the Pacific cannot but fol-
lowthe events in India with the closest atten-
ion, in the desire to help the Indian emancipa-

tion and revolutionary movement in the
struggle against our common enemy, and in
effort to bring about organisational unity and
joint action with the Indian proletariat—the
vanguard of the Indian Revolution.

  

 

   

  
 

 

 

 

 

Chinese Revolution Advances
At this very moment, the Chinese workers

and peasants, under the leadership of the All-
China Labor Federation, are engaged ina life
and death struggle with the Chinese counter-
revolution which, like the Indian bourgeoisie
and feudal lords, are also in alliance w
imperialists against the working cla
peasants. At this very moment, dozensof dis-
tricts in Central and Southern China are oc-
cupied by the Workers and Peasants’ Red
Armies.
The Soyiets, the Workers and Peasatits’

own organs of power and government, have
displaced the old rotten militarist and feudal
system in these districts, and the struggle is
on for the reinforcement of the existing Soviet
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Bases and for their extension to the whole of
China. The agrarian revolution, the confisca-
tion of the landowners’ Jandandits distribu-
tion among the peasantry, is an accomplished
fact in the Soviet Districts; the Eight Hour
Day, Workers’ Control and Social and Labor
Legislation are also facts; delegates arc being
elected by the workers and peasants through.
out China to the forthcoming All-China Soviet
Congress. Itds in the nameof these real, liv-
ing and growing and unvanquishable forces
of the Chinese Revolution that we are sending
you our proletarian greetings and expression
of international revolutionarysolidarity.
At this very moment the workers and

peasants of Indo-China are also engaged in a
life and death struggle against French im-
perialism. Wholedistricts and provinces have
risen in revolt against the bloody regime of
the Frenchimperialists and the native oppres-
sors and blood-suckers. There, too, the re-
volutionary peasant masses are beginning to
form Soviets, and under the leadership of the
proletariat is bringing the Indo-Chinese anti
imperialist and revolutionary movement to
higher phase of development. It is in the
name of all these revolutionary masses that
we send you revolutionary greetings and ex-
pressions of solidarity.
We also address you in the name of the

heroic working class of Indonesia which, de-
spite the bloody suppressions by the Dutch
imperialists, are carrying on their revolution-
ary struggle for independence andliberation.
Also in the name of the Korean and Formosan
revolutionary workingclass fighting ceascless-
ly against Japanese imperialism. Also in the
name of the militant Filipino letariat and
peasants who under the banner of the Pan-
Pacific T.U. Secretariat and of the R.I.L.U.
are carrying on the revolutionary struggle
against American imperialism and against
their native bourgeoisie.

The Path to Victory
In the struggle against imperialism, against

capitalism, for the liberation and complete in-
dependence of India and for the liberation of
the Indian werkers and peasants, both forcign
and native oppression and exploitation, two
conditions are absolutely essential for su
cess:—(1) A clear-cut working-class pro-
gramme and policy, based on the uncompro-
mising class struggle, with organisations abso-
lutely independent of the bourgeoisie or of any
section of the bourgeoisie, and purged of all
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—By Fred Ellis
Gandhi, Pacifist!

bourgeois and petty-bourgeois leading (mis-
leading) elements who only paralyse the re-
volutionary proletarian movement and hamper
its development on revolutionary class lines,
and (2) international proletarian solidarity
and joint action by the toiling masses of the
colonial and semi-colonial countries

in

alliance
with the revolutionary proletariat of the capi
talist and imperialist countries

 

 

 

A Workers’ Programme of Action
Recognising the leading role of the working

class in the Indian Revolution, it is necessary
to break loose the trade union and political or-
ganisations of the working class from the or-
ganisations and influence of the national
bourgeoisie. The special class interests of the
Indian proletariat in the revolution demand
not only the recognition of the treacherous,
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anti-proletarian and therefore counter-revolu-
tionary nature androle of the Indian National
Congress, but especially. the treacherous role
of the “left” elements of the Congress whose
function it is to deceive and mislead the work-
ing class into serving theclass interests of the
bourgeoisie and to preyent independent class
action by the proletariat, but also the active
struggle against these our class enemies.

 

Fight Against Splitters

The Indian Trade Unions must. combat
ruthlessly all those who preach and practice
elass-collaboration and class peace; all those
who in any way seek to erase or to cover up
the sharp and unbridgeable class division be-
tween the proletariat and the bourgeoisie; all
those who hesitate and vacillate or seek a
compromise in the struggle against imperial-
ism and against all its agents, “labor” and
other.

Tt means that the class-conscious Indian
workers must fight to the death all those la-
bor traitors who split or attempt to split the
ranks of the working class and the trade
unions (Joshi, Chamn Lall, Bakhale, Shiva
Rao and Co., who, in their struggle a
the Left Wing, allied themselves with the
British “Labor” imperialists and with the Am-
sterdam International). It means also that the
Indian workers must combat and get rid of
all those in its ranks who. in any way oppose
or hinder the carrying out of an independent
class policy with independent working-class
organisation and action (to remove and get rid
of such traitors as Kandalkara of the revolu-
tionary and heroic Girni Kamgar). Instead of
being misused and mislead hy the national
bourgeosie and national reformists, the Indian
proletariat must, through independent class
action and organisation, completelyisolate the
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national-reformists’ from” the “revolutionary
mass movement, anditself take over complete
leadership. of workers. and:.peasants'’ mass
movements and struggles against imperialism
andthe native ‘oppressors: and-/exploiters.

 

Organise Mass Struggles

The vast experience of the revolutionary
working class movement in other countries
shows that the proletariat can accomplish its
revolutionary tasks successfully only on condi-
tion that it systematically strengthens and ex-
tends its organisations among the masses in
the shops and factories, and that it prepares,
organises and leads the struggles of the broad
masses of toilers in the shop, factory, mine,
mill and on the land andplantations. It is in
the process of organised struggle for the vital
interests of the working masses that the Trade
Unions and the independent political organisa-
tions of the working class are steeled and
strengthened.
The widest masses must be mobilised for

the struggle for increased wages, the Eight-
hour Day, for social legislation, unemployment
insurance (solely at the cost of the State and
employers), the protection of women and
youth workers (equal pay for equal work, and
safeguarding the special interests of the young
and female workers). The systematic develop-
ment of economie struggles for the vital, daily
interests of the toiling masses must be linked
with the political demands and slogans and
the general class demands of the working
class (struggle against imperialism, complete
independence, the right to organise, freedom

of speech, press and assembly for the revolu-
tionary organisations of the working class, the
liberation of the working-class prisoners——
Meerut, ctc., etc.). 4

(Continued on page 15)

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
The Palace of Industry, Charkov, Soviet Union.  

February 5, 1931

NITROGEN’S PLACE IN

WAR PREPARATIONS

By

A

Chemist
 

ITROGEN madeits debut in politics in

the form’of potassiumnitrate, or salt-

petre.
A monk who ground up some saltpetre with

sulphur and charcoal, obtained a violent’ ex-

plosion: This was an epoch-making event.
Gunpowder had been discovered.
Gunpowde no longer an important mili-

tary explosive. It has been almost displaced
by more effective explosives, such as cordite.
lyddite, T.N.T.,. amatol, nitrocellulose, smoke-
less powders, fulminates and azides, all of
which owe their explosive properties to com-
bined nitrogen.
Some nitrogen compounds, such as many of

those used on a large scale in the dyestuff,
rubber and explosive industries, have caused
thousands of cases of industrial poisoning.
many of which killed their victims. Nitrogen
is not only a harbinger of death, but also a
harbinger of life.
Some nitrogen compounds, for instance, are

very valuablefertilisers. The rapid growth of
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the industrial towns and the increase in popu
lation made the Europeanfood problem‘a seri-
ous one. The German chemist, Liebig, show-
ed howsterile land may be made fertile by
the use of chemical fertilisers, which can also
double and even treble the crops grown on
arable lan

 

Nitrogenous Fertilisers
Beside potassiumand phosphorus,crops also

require “fixed” nitrogen. Thus nitrogenous
fertilisers became very important articles of
commerce
The only nitrogenous fertiliser which could

be obtained in sufficient quantity was Chile
nitrates, the production of which became
Chile’s chief industry.
Although the natural deposits of this sub-

stance in the arid regions of Chile are large,
they are not inexhaustible, so in 1898 the Bri-
tish chemist, Crookes, raised his slogan: “Nit-
rogen or starvation.”
Crookes had calculated that if the popula-

tion of the world continued to increase at a
normal rate, future generations would be un-
able to grow enough food, for lack of nitro-
genousfertilisers, unless the chemists discover-
ed some way of making these fromthe nitro-
gen in the air,
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The Balance-Sheet of the War:—10,697,000 Killed; 29,906,00 Wounded.

  



12 THE PAN-PACIFIC WORKER

The Governments, thrvuaghout the world,
were not interested in the food supplies of
future generations, or in scientific research.
They were more interested in preparing for
future= wars, on which hundreds of auillions
of pounds were spent every year, so Crooke’s
warning passed unheeded.

Thefirst nitrogen fixation works were built
at Notodden, in Norway, where the nitrogen
of the air was burnt in an electric are, and the
oxides, of nitrogen produced were used fés

 

 

 

The Victory of Capitalist War!

making calcium nitrate, which was sold as a
fertiliser under the name of Norwegian salt-
petre.

Shortly before the world war the German
chemists, Haber and Bosch, discovered me-
thod of making ammonia from the air and
water. The nitrogen of the air was combined
with hydrogen from water, and the resulting
ammeonia was converted into the fertiliser am-
moniumsulphate.

Cheap to Work

This process was cheap to work; air and
water exist in practically limitless quantities,
and Haber-Bosch plants could be erected in
almost anypart of the world, Obviously this
was a discovery of the greatest economic im-
portance. The world-war made it also a dis-
covery of quite another importance, and to-day
the governments are intensely interested in
nitrogen fixation and have their nitrogen poli-
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s and their nitrogen programmes, Their
nitrogen programmesare not agricultural, but
military programmes—preparations for future
wars.

Nearly all military explosives contain nitro-
gen, the source of which is nitric acid, which
in 1914 was made from thefertiliser Chile ni-
trates. Nitrogen largely determined the origi-
nal military plans for the conduct of the world
war. Germany’s stock of Chile nitrates would
onlylast for about six months, so the German
military command calculated on a “
sharp, jolly war.”
The Allies’ original plan was to hold up the

German armies for six months, when they
should collapse for want of explosives.
The German plans miscarried; the Allies’

plans also miscarried; they had overlooked the
existence of Germany’s huge dyestuff factories
and her large number of research’ chemists,

who succeededin turning the warlargely into

  

   

 

a chemists’ war.
Both sides had badly underestimated the

quantity of explosives they would require, so
both sides turned to the use of poison gases.
The French attempt in 1914 was afailure, but
the Germangas attacks in 1915 were so suc-
cessful that chemical warfare came to stay,

and to-daythe capitalist governments through-
Gubethesworlduare: prepareditor uses chemical
warfare as one of the chief weapons in the next
great war.

The German chemist, Ostwald, discovered a
practical method of oxidising ammonia to
nitric acid, a discovery of great military im-
portance.
+ Nitric acid for explosives. could nowbe pro-
duced from water andair, and the huge syn-
thetic ammonia fertiliser factories owned by
the dyestuft companies became huge explosive
factories, and for four years the Germans con-
tinued to produce astonishing quantities of ex-
plosives, despite the naval blockade.

Before the war the German’ dyestuff fac-
tories had accumulated v; quantities of a
nitrogen compound—mononitrotoluol—which
was produced as a by-product in the manufac-
ture of certain dyes, and for which they could
find no use. During the war they found that
on certain treatment this substance yields
trinitrotoluol, which proved to be a better high
explosive than any then in use—the notorious
TNA.
These feats caused the greatest admiration

in the War Offices of the Allies, which also
started making T.N.T., and trying to fix nitro-
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gen. The British Research Department then
discovered that the limited quantity of T.N.T.
available could be made to go much further
by adding fourtimes its weight of ammonium
nitrate.
This mixture they called amatol, and it h

<c.t2zin advantages over T.N.T

 

The importance of the chemical industry in
modern warfare is shown bythe fact that all
the poison gases, and 80 per cent. of the ex-
plosives, used by the German armies in the
world war were produced by the German dye-
stuff factories. Having “smashed German
militarism,” the ex-Allies proceededto copyits
methods, and just as after the armistice they
all started building large dyestuff factories as
potential poison gas arsenals, so they a

rted a race in building. nitrogen fixation
works as potential explosives arsenals. As one
chemical journal remarks, “nitrogen fixation
became the fashion, everybody is doing it.”

 

 

  

Intensive arch was organised in Europe,
America and Japan. The Japanese Govern-
ment even set up a special nitrogen research
laboratory. New methods of fixing nitrogen

   

dozen different kinds of plants be-
ing operated on a large scale.

Huge German Output

huge German dye, chemical. ¢ s
tiliser and metal combine, the “I.G.,

s nowfixing 700,00 metric tons of nitrogen
annually; 570,000 tons at the Leunawerke
which is three miles long, and employs 23,000
work-people, and 130,000 tons at Oppau, where
11,250 workers are employed, including 170
chemists and physicists in the research labora
tory.

In Great Britain the Government started to
erect a nitrogen fixation works at Billingham-

towards the end of the war. Thes
re now the Synthetic Ammonia and

Ltd., and form part of Mond’s huge
combine, Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd.,
which has been formed on the I.G. model. The
Billingham works have been developed to an
extraordinary extent under the guidance of a
military gentleman, Colonel Pollitt. and al-
though not completed, they have already cost
£25,000,000. ¥

 

   
  

   

 

 

   

   

 

 

The Victory of Socialist Peace!
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NOTES OF THE HOUR

(Continued from page 4)
company ty set the date for February 9, andthen sabotage all preparations so that the re-
sponse would be inadequate, thus furnishing
these fakers an excuse to traduce the workers
with the charge that they, the officials, wanted
the strike, but the masses would not respond,
the Minority Movement began energetic pre-paration for the struggle by mobilising all its
resources for the setting up of effective or-
ganisational machinery. The demand for
joint action of the employed and unemployed,
the organised and unorganised, was met with
a broadside of filthy and lying abuse fromthat
utterly degenerate sheet, “The Labor Weekly,
which accused Comrades Docker and Sharkey
of being at the headof a conspiracy to “break
up the trade unions,” of being advocates of
the open shopandof “degrading the R.I.L.U.”
Just as these unprincipled scoundrels pretend
to favor the general strike in order to be ina
better position to smashall strikes, so they
pretend to defend the R.I.L.U. in order that
they may be better able to defeat every at-
tempt to carry out in Australia the strategy
andtactics formulated on the basis of the ex-
perience of the world labor movement. They
know full well that the rank and file of the
trade unions would decisively repudiate them
if they dared come out openly against the
RLU, just as the R'LL.U: has alreadyre-
pudiated the renegade, Garden.
Garden assails Docker and Sharkey becau

they are carrying out the R.I-L.U. policy of
building a united front from below,of uniting
the workers to resist the capitalist offensive
upon the basis of elementary demands. Gar-
den opposes this because it is the specific job
of the social-fascist gang to divide the workers
into employed and unemployed, organised and
unorganised, native-born and foreign-born,
blacks and whites. Thus, with every con-
ceiyable intrigue, do the labor bureaucrats
play their parts in the capitalist united front in
the attack against the working class.

Against the triple alliance of employers,
capitalist government and labor bureaucracy.
and their arbitration court which is in initiator
of every newattack in the drive against our
standard of living and working conditions, the
Minority Movement will fight to mobilise the
masses for effective struggle. This latest

      

wage-cut will never be permitted to be en-
forced unchallenged. The hard, detailed or-
ganisational work of setting up demo y
elected rank and file Committees of Action,
Workers’ Defence Corps, and machinery for
relief of working-class fighters, will be carried
forward everywhere, and a united working-
class front forged in the heat of conflict that
will shatter the capitalist offensive.
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Against the contemptible scoundrels of
social-fascism who play with general strike
slogans the Minority Movement wages a re-
lentless campaign and prepares organisational
machinery that can transform the agitational
slogan for a general strike against wage-cuts
and against the arbitration system into a
policy of action.
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TO THE INDIAN PROLETARIAT

(Continued from page 10)

‘This struggie should culminatein a
Strike of all the workers in the most important
industries and enterprises. This General
Strike, if well prepared, and if made the per-
sistent slogan of the Trade Unions, will show
and make felt the mighty force of the prole-
tariat as a class force, and will be a great step
forward in the devclopment of the Indian Re-
volution. Political mass strikes are the most
efficient and powerful weapons to be used in
the struggle against imperialism and for the
direct and common class demands ofthe prole-
tariat. This struggle of the industrial prole-
tariat and of the city toilers must be closely
co-ordinated with the struggle of the millions
of poor peasantry to carry out the agrarian
revolution on the land. Onlyin close alliance
with the peasantry, and leading the peasantry,
will the Indian proletariat fulfill its historic
revolutionary functions successfully

General

  

 

 

 

Factory Committee Basis

The establishment of Revolutionary Trade
Unions is of extreme importance. ‘Che Girni
Kamgar bears evidence to the fact that the
establishment of Red class unions founded on
the Factory and Shop Committees, meets with
the support of the working masses. ‘The ne-
eessity of their establishment becomes. still
more obvious in viewof the fact that the over-
whelming majority of the Indian proletariat
are still unorganised. (The Miners are out-
side of any organisation, the plantation labor-
ers and agricultural workers are unorganised,
the majority of the workers in the other in-
dustries—metal and textile—are also unor-
ganised). The Red Trade Unions must be
built up on the industrial principle (One In-
dustry—One Union), and based on the Fac-
tory or Shop Committee elected by all the
workers of any given enterprise. The Red
‘Trade Unionswill affiliate with the All-Indian
Trade Congress after it will have been purged
of all extreme Right elements. In alliance
with the revolutionary oppositions within the
national-reformist unions, the Red trade
unions should strive for the transformation of
the T.U. Congress into a militant class centre
independent of the national bourgeoisie and
under the leadership of the revolutionary trade
unions. All national or race prejudices which,

until now, have been deliberately fostered by

 

 

 

 

the imperialists and their agents, must be
overcome and the Red unions should unite the
workers’ irrespective of creed or’ race.

Need for Proletarian Leadership
A very serious problemis that of leadership

and cadres. The trade unions must be syste-
matically purged of all anti-proletarian’ ele-
ménts and the best and most active workers
from the shops and factories trained and
placed at the head of the trade unions and
other proletarian organisations (the struggle
is the best criterion for choosing leading
cadres).

It is in the spirit of international working-
class solidarity, in the interest of the success-
ful struggle against imperialism and the na-
tive exploiters and oppressors, that the Pan-
Pacific T.U. Secretariat calls upon the work-
ers of India and their militant trade union or-
ganisations to join up in one united revolu-
tionary front with the millions of toilers in
the other colonial and semi-colonial countries,
and with the revolutionary proletariat of the
capitalist and imperialist countries.
To do this by deciarations alone is oby

ly insufficient. Against our common
enemy we must organise and fight jointly
Only organised action by strong organisations
of the proletariat based on the uncompromis-
ing class struggle can assure success. We
therefore appeal once more to you to have
yourtrade unions join up with the Pan-Pacific
TU: Secretariat for joint action against int:
perialism and against capitalism and_ their
agents within our own ranks.

‘The growing danger of new imperialist
war, especially the danger of an imperialist
attack on the First Workers’ Republic of the
U.S.S.R., which, in contrast to the deep world
crisis of the capitalist world, is building up
socialism and improving the conditions of the
working class—which is the ruling class—the
need for a united proletarian frontof the toilers
of the Pacific is ever more urgent.
Recent revelations by counter-revolutionary

agents of the French and British governments
show clearly that the imperialist powers are
actively and constantly preparing an armed
attack on Soviet Russia, the fatherland, the
only fatherland of the international proletariat.
This must be avertedby a united revolutionary

  

 

     



anti-imperialist and anti-capitalist front of the
workers of the Pacific and of all countries.
Only the class war can and will prevent an-
other bloody imperialist. war.
Wetherefore call with you:
Long live the Indian proletariat—the van-

guard and leader of the Indian Revolution!
Long live the alliance of the revolutionary

proletariat with the peasantry—the only

guarantee of successful struggle against im-
perialism, feudalism and capitalism!

Long live the revolutionary Trade Unions
of the Indian proletariat, the fighting organs
of the working class based on the uncompro-
mising class struggle!

Liberate the Indian working masses and

their organisations from. shackles of the

treacherous national bourgeoisie and all their

agents—of all shades and grades, “Left” or

otherwise !
Oust the agents of imperialism and national

reformism from our own ranks. Oust all
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vacillating and treacherous elements from the
trade unions who preach compromise with im-
perialism or class peace and class collabora-
tion instead of Class Struggle and Class War!

Rally to the defence of the First Workers”
Republic of the U.S..S.R. against the on-
slaughts in preparation by the imperialists!

Rally to the support of the Chinese Revolu-
tion and of the Workers and Peasants’ Soviets
of China! Defend the heroic revolutionary
workers and peasants of Indo-China, In-
donesia, Korea, Philippines, Formosa, etc.,
against their respective imperialist oppres-
sors!
Down with the counter-revolutionary Am-

sterdam and Second Internationals and the
British “Labor” imperialists—the agents of
capitalism and imperialist!

Join the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secre-
tariat!

 

P.P.T.U.S., Shanghai.
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monthly publication of the working class of
Pacific countries with a definitely proletarian
outlook—the only monthly publication giving
that class the correct lead in its everyday
struggles against its enemy, Capitalism.
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Papers relative to Helen Jane SCOTT, N.Z. Delegate to the Fifth
World Congress of the R.I.L.U. in Moscow, have been placed on her

Individual File.
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REPORTof_DetectiveN. Liss , No.2385

| relative Apnmmistpartyoa ‘Red International of Labour

Union Congress.

eee

| I respectfully report that I have

| kepta carefull watch on the Communist Party since receiving

jwith a view to ascertaining whether ornot it was their

jintention to send delegates to the above mentioned Congress

but so far as I was able to ascertain such was not the case,

No doubt Sommunist Frederick

seers of the Wellington Group of the Communist Party who

|is at present in Russia would attend and probably represent

| the New Zealand branch of the party.

| The Communist Party at the present

re in a very poor position financially and I doubt very much

if they would be able to raise the fare to Russia for one

person let alone a number.

The Subd Inspector | As the Congress is to be held

Detective Office ae month there will be no time for anyone leaving New

Wellington, | Zealand inxtkims to attend .Should any further information

‘cone to handregarding this matter I will report same. ,
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DISPUTE AT
BALCLUTHA,

GO-SLOW IN OTHER WORKS,
wad wi te uction of the Freezing

Coimpany in. victimising Com. Hunt,
@ member of the Communist Party,
the men ceased work and are being
sebnoned by the a in aber works,

interbury and Otago. ‘The man-
‘ger Ol (he Works is reportea to have
threatened to resign if Com. Hunt
was employed.
Com H.unt

south oniy on the night before the
men ceased work and is at present
organising support in the Canterbury
district. The principle at stake is
the right of the company to victimise
the men. An increasing tendency in
this direction has been apy it this

on, and, in fact, the companies
actually boasted that prefer-

ence was being given to local men
as ‘the truvelling men are often |
trouble-makers.””
The Press has from the jump

worked with the companies, and has
continually reiterated that “normal
killing has been resumed,butthe

1 the" Treczing, compenies Gf ur
Jowed to get away with the squcesing
out of militants, the way willo¢ glew
to Jaunch an offensive on wages and
conditions; ‘The present decline in

~ the meat trade is bound to result in
this attack before long. The only
safecunrd is to fight cyery encroach-

nt on wages and conditions and
guild committees for the propa-
ion of militant unionism in all the

works, Nothing can be expected
from the officials of the unions, whose
job is to stifle and xidetrack all dis-

ing lipht in this connection in the
present disut

WOULD NOTHURT A
WATERSIDE WORKER.

During the hearing of an affiliation
and inaintenance case at Auckland,
Brougut by the daugater of a mission.
ary “againse a half-caste Tongan
Youth eleven years hor junior, the
Judy's solicitor made every effort to |
hve the’ evidence suppressed. The
magistrate said that to suppress the
evidence on the grounds that the com-
plainant’s father was a clergymun
Would be to introduce the question of |
class distinction immediately. Thero-
upon Mr. J. F. W. Dickson, the Inw-
yer in question, said, “I submit, sir,
that what would not hurt 2 waterside
worker “would be. extremely pro-
Judicial to a judge or ne clae of
any position.” Mr. Dickson, while
unable to quote any section of the
Act empowering the magistrate to }
suppress evidence, stated that it was |
possible to do so in the Supreme
Court.

WORKERS SEIZE
PULPITS.

BULGARIA.
As in. many other countries (for in-

wtance, England and Germany), the
incitement against the Soviet Union
hy the pious churchmen is conducted
in Bulgaria.

Tn al! churches the preachers came
out agains) the Soviet Union. But
the worlors of Bulgaria responded to
it wonderfuDy. _

‘They went into the church, inter-
rupted the preachers and turned the
Service into a propaganda meeting of
the workers. In many instances the
preachers left the church and called
the police :

Jeft Wellington for the |

1 ie Work

Day of Struggle Against Capitalism and Workers’
Holiday.

The Finst of May is a Gay for workers, on which to affirm
| their International Solidarity, with the workers of the rest of |
| the world, in the struggle against Capitalism, and its evils
Tn Soviet Russia, it is a day of rejoicing for the viciory and
emancipation of thetoilers. On this day the workers of Russia
will demonstrate their enthusiasm for the revolution which
bronght them the seven-hour day and the five-day week, in- |
creased social benefits, control of their own industries, and a
political system which places power in the hands of the workers
themselves apd has definitely remoyed Capitalist Dictatorship
for all time. Onthis day, too, the workers of Soviet Russia will
express their determination to resist by every means in their
power the threatened war against their country, and their

| Sympathy with the struggling workers of all lands, and their
determination to help in the struggle against the common enemy.

The workers in the otherfive-sixths of the earth are faced |
with a situation which, on May 1, 1980, shows us that the con-
tradictions of Capitalism are becoming more apparent than
ever. War preparations are going ahead more rapidly, in spite

ment, has become a perniahent feature in all countries, which
not even the so-called “Labour” Governments find themselves
capable of solving, Rationalisation, which includes new metliods
of speeding up as well 2s new labour-saving machinery, is
causing even greater impoverishment of the masses. Strikes,
revolutionary demonstrations, street fighting are being reported
regularly from all countries. An upsurge of the national revolu-
tionary movement is proceeding in the colonial countries, and
is rapidly, in China and India, coming under the leadership of

} the revolutionary proletariat.

Theoft-repeated assertions of Communists that the work- |
ers face only further degradation, increasing poverty, or

| another war, with the alternative of social revolution, is fast |
| becoming clear to the workers everywhere. |

The promise for the coming winter in New Zealand is for |
the greatest crisis in the history of the country. The last year
was a peak year for the primary industries, a year of the
highest production, exports and prices for our primary indus- |
tries. The highest since the year preceding the last crisis in
1926. The effects of world competition are now being felt, and |
the international crisis of Capitalism has caused a big drop in —
the prices for all these primary products. Meat, butter, wool,
flax, ete., are all down in price, and still falling. This must
inevitably result in a further aggravation of the unemployed
problem and a general onslaught on the wages and conditions
of the workers here, of which signs have not been wanting.
The only way out for the workers of this or any other country
is*by continual struggle against a reduced standard, and speed- |
ing up; against unemployment, for work or wages, which must
be carried forward through continual struggle to the building

| of better organisations to the ultimate struggle for power in
NZ. We lag far behind the working class movement in other
countries, but this is not a reason for despair, but for greater
effort and determination on our part to raise the banner of the
class struggle, and to assert our determination not to submit |
to Capitalist slavery, but to strugile to build fighting organisa- |
tions for the overthrow of Capitalism. . |

May Day offers us the opportunity. |

LET US CELEBRATE THIS DAY AS THE DAY OF |
REVOLT OF THE WORKING CLASS. BET US SEND FRA- |

| TERNAL GRERTINGS TO THE WORKERS OF RUSSIA
AND ASSURE THEM OF OUR DETERMINATION TO RB-
SIST BY DYERY MEANS IN OUR POWER THE WAR PRE-
PARATIONS' AGAINST OUR SOCIALIST FATHBRLAND.
LET US AFFIRM OPENLY OUR DETERMINATION TO |
FIGHT AGAINST ALL CAPITALIST WARS, AND AGAINST |
ALL ATTEMPTS OF THE MASTER CLASS TO LOWER |
OUR STANDARDS OF DXISTHNCH. LET US SEND FRA-|
TERNAL GREETINGS TO OUR: COLOURED FELLOW-
WORKERS OF CHINA, INDIA, AFRICA AND SAMOA, WHO
ARE STRUGGLING AGAINST THE SAME IMPERIALISM
WHICH CONDEMNS US TO WAGE SLAVERY OR UN-
EMPLOYMENT AND POVERTY.

| sulted in’ a win for the men.

pacts and conferences, Propa for war on.
TE aeSateree Ceroemanien,£05Svareal

PRICE: ONE PENNY.

DEPUTY SACKED.

The Dobson mine dispute insra
ie

dispute arose because the miners re-
fused to work in the mine where dan-
gerous guses had mecumulated, “A
deputy reported that the place was
al) rightognd fit to, work in, As a

| Tesult of this the men demanded his
removal, but the company would not
agree to dispense with such a loyal
defender of its interests. The ques-
tion was considered’ at a meeting of
the National Executive of the Miners?
Unions, who agreed to the setting up
of a tribunal to decide the matter,
and gaye an ngveement to abide by
the decision. Tt has appenedion this
occasion that the men won, but it
is necessary to be wary of all such
stunts ax this, Disputes Committees
and Conferexce are a subtle way of
defeating the workers. For a Na-
tional Executive of a Union such as
the miners toindulge in such methods
is a fori example of treachery.
Not. by class) collaboration can the
workers hope for benefits from Capi-

+o Hithe issue hud beet more
Vital ond the situation sore critical,
we are prepared to say that the de-
cision of the tribunal would have
heen against the men,
Direct action and struggle is the only.
way to gain anything for the work-
ing: class.

SEVEN-HOUR DAY ON
RAILS.

Instructions have been issued by
the Peoples’ Commissariat of Rail-
roads providing for the establishment
of the seven-hour day for the work-
ers on four of the chief rafironds of
the Sovist Union.
Next year the seven-hour day will

be established on still others, and: on
the completion of the Five Year Plan
the railrond workers throughout the
seni ‘will work on thé seven-hour
day.

HANGSSELFON
HOOVER'S SIGN OF

PROSPERITY.

A worker dressed in blue overalls,
clearly unemployed, broke and stary-
ig; Was found hanging dead across
the face of a big signboard at Lin-
den Bolevard and 58th St., Brooklyn,
yesterday, the signboard bearing one
oi the innumerapie iving slogans put
out by Hooyer throughout America
on sienhor~d: “Let's get to work!

jobless worker, about 40
yours ofa, unidentified by anything on
his body, had evidently gotten a
clothesline rope ‘somewhere, climbed
to the top of the signboard, fastened
the rope to a bracing timber and to
his neck, and thrown himself over
the front ncross the “prosperity”sign
of Hoover #s a mute protest at capi-
talist starvation

FEAR OF WORKERS’
NEWSPIRIT!

SOFIA.—Thethree members of the
Solin Committee who arranged an
“Art Night” on New Year's Eve for
the workers of Sofia, where recitals
and songs were given, have been ar-
rested, because, at the end of the
evening, the workers sang the “Inter-
nationale.” Sa, 
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THE MEANING OF MAY DAY.
at

May |1st was’ an old-established festival Gay in the days of
Greece and Rome, when i} \ people gathered to render homage
to the Goddess of Agriculvure end ’Fruitfulness, end to the
Godess of Manual Labour and Protection of Slaves. In Burope,
throughout the Middle Ages, it remained a village festival, a
day on which peasants gathered flowers and decorated the vil-
Jages and danced around the Maypole. With the coming of the
Industrial Revolution and the transformetion of the peasants
into wage labourers, May Day was appropriated as a day of
special significance. A day which symbolised for the toiling
masses, after their long winter of oppression as chattel slaves,
and serfs, a hope of better days to come, a day when the earth
and the fulness thereof would be theirs, We have the satisfac-
tion of knowing that while most of the ancient days of festival
have been appropriated as important holidays by the religious
institutions, this day remains the special possession of the
working class. The Fourth Convention of the American Federa-
tion of Labour, in 1884, decided’ to deyote May 1st to the struggle
forthe eight-hour day, and in Paris, in 1889, the First Inter-
national’ gathering of Socialists decided on the celebration of
the Red May Day as a day of struggle against international
Capitalism. Since then decades Have slipped by, and during
these decades May 1st has been in two respects a gauge of work-
ing class development. On the one hand, this world holiday re-
veuled the strength or weakness of the Labour Movement, It
also indicated the extent to which, in the different Socialist
Parties, the radical or opportunist tendencies was strongest.
4t has ever been a child of sorrow to the reformists and oppor-
tunists. They sought to makeit, instead of a day of struggles,
a day. of no special significance, merely 2 spring festival, on
which we “walked to music through green fields,” and for the
most, pasecutcavoured to transfer its celebration fo the nearest:
Sunady, withmectings' of a character suitable’ tothe:Sabbath:
The Day has, however, remained whatit was Originally intended
to be—a day of demonstration in the streets for the elementary.
demands of the workers, and a day on which, under revolution-
ary leadership, they expressed their determination to end the
system of Capitalism.

Tn Germany, in Poland, in Czarist Russia, in many of the
capitals of Burone, May Ist was ever, and still is, eae of
blood. Tt was eslebrated, despite all prohibition, as a day on
which workers defiantly threw down their tools and took to the
streets. It is a dayof fear for the ruling class, who, casting
aside all masks, strive to suppress this demonstration of the
workers’ will to power.

May Day, 1929, was followed byreports of huge gatherings
of workers in all parts of the globe—of blood spilled and heads
broken in Paris, Warsaw, Koyno, Vienna, London, Tokio, Mel-
bourne, Sydney, Brisbane, New York, and Buenos Aires. From
Berlin came reports of a reign of bloody terror, of which:we had
been forewarned by Government prohibitions and Bascist de-
monstrations. Under order from “Socialist” Ministers of the
Government, the Chief of Police, Zoergibel, also a Social Demo-
erat, directed a reign of terror, in which passive civilians and
revolutionary workers were ruthlessly shot down.

The special character of May Day makes it a workers’ holi-
day which we must sirive to celebrate, not with legal permission
or approval, but without asking for sanction, must strive to get
the Workers to, stop work and Jsfiantly demonstrate against
Capitalism, and its impositions. Not so much a public holiday as
a workers’ day of struggle. Party members, militants ‘ard sym-
pathisers are urged to do their uimost to stop the wheels. onMay dst, and to hold meetings and demonstrationsof all kinds,at which the workers shall be urged to express their fraternal
greene 18 ieee of the world and Soviet Russia In-pars

war, against Imperialist war, and support, for i ii
demandsof the workers and Eucunlovaih aS apeae

WORKERS OF N.Z., JOIN THE STRUGGLE FOR THE
UNITY OF THE WORKERS AND OPPRESSED PEOPLES
OF ALL LANDS IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST CAPITAL-
Ayeae AND FOR SOCIALIST BEMANGIPA-

wr
HIT ON THE HEAD WITH A BRICK,

‘That was what happened to a Wellington comrade who was
wolling Dresicr’s “Russia.”

It was a compliment to the pamphlet—
No worker ‘cin afford to be without a copy.

An Arsenal of Facts and Figures,
Indispensable to the Propagandist.

ORDER FROM THE WORKERS!’ BOOKSHOP,
166d VIVIAN STREET,
WELLINGTON. 2a ee

) just, as Marshall had been working
| hinrder than many other
| ond che

| thesmagisttate had all! the authority,

| idews iupbore. 5 What doyou
“mean?” roaring and») ahComrletaly losttg control seae

| to our comrades’ aniusement.

vare séntenced, 

ER”

Solitary Confinement.

GRIFFIN AND MARSHALL'S
EXPERIENCE,

During the last of Comrade
Giiff'ns imprisonment, he was. sen-
tenced’ to Y4 hours’ Solitary confino-
ment, andl Marshall to 4s, iaie trouble
Stove over the stopping of Marshall's
tobacco bya waraer, on the grounds
ff<inapMvient labour. ‘Thi was. um--|

prisouiets; |
mot péen spokentO .0r |

warned that he was not doing suti- |
cients H6 docx nob smoke, but tx-
Ciged me gobaccg With OLher pri
soners for syrup) or food rations: i
Warder who stopped the tobacco was
one who professed: to: be disgasted
with his job and against the usual |
petty tyranmies intposed by other |
warders on prisiners, He had’ gone |
out of hit way to be friendiy with
Comrade Griffin and pretended some
sympathy, The fact was that he is
too Inzy to, work limself and at the
time hé was out of fayour with the
superior olficers and! wished to show
his zexl. He therefore chose Mar~
ahall as one who was quietvand did
not smoke, ax a means of regaining
his fayourwith the “chiefs,” of whom
ail the warders are afraid.
Both Comrades Griffin and Marshall

told’ Him @xactiy what they thought
of his actiobs He then locked Com=
rade Griffin up and reported him) to
the Stpérintendent for “insolence.
When Comrade Marshall heard what
had “happened he declared a sym-=
pathetic strike and was also locked
up for refusing to work Both’ were
brought before Salsk, J.P. and local
wholesile chemist. He proceeded to
bounce the prisoners and attemtped
to lecture Comrade Griffin. without
in any Way considering that there
might béettwo sides to the case, Com-
rade Griffin ‘made no defence, hut
pointed out that he had no rights and

therefore he did ‘not wish to be lec-
tured, bal was prepared to take his
punishment,  “Humph—Twenty-four
hours.” Marshall, when asked to ex-
lain why tie Kad stopped work, said

ib was A Vsymipathetic strike,” at
which the old J.P. nearly had a fit.
“You can't bring those Communist

he cartied on at great length, mull
n

“hia worship” had Wlown himself out,
finishing.on a note to the effect that
in gaol “you must look after yourself
and meyer mind anyone else,” he was
quietly told by Marshall that he
would not be sn individualist in gon!
on ontside, “Twenty-four hourss.”
HSalute she magistrate,” said, the
chiof wardor as Marshall left. ‘Iore-
fuse.” More fireworks, and an extra
twenty-four hours for our comrade—
forty-eight in all,

This happened on Monday after-
noon. When they returned to their
celis, everything was removed, books,
papers, mattress, blankets, ete, The
only thing left was the Bible. They

ustal tea that night at 6
o'clock, rice, dry bread) and tea prac-|
tically without milk and no sugar,
‘At 7 o'clock thoy were removed to
cells in another part of the ‘prikon.
‘At 8 o'clock they were given three
blankets, one of which hadi to be used
for s pillow, and their trousers and
underpants were taken away. A dip-
per of water was placed in the ell
and n loaf of bread. This was all
Comradé Griffin, received until’ 7
ofolock ah Wednesday morning, and
Comrade Juarshall until) Thursday
morning, The blankets were taken
away in the morni
returned, as well as a clean  dippe
-of water, The actual- solitary cot-
Anement lasted frond about 9 o'clock +
on Mondey, although the books, tc...
Were not taken away until 8 o'clock.
This meant nearer to 40 hours, for
Comreds Griffin and 64 for Comrade
Marshall, instend® of 24 wid 48cre—,
spectively, ‘This is the usual, so thats) (6
prisoners: actunlly get’ considerably
-more than the time to which they

‘This was not. the whole of the pun-
ishment, us for as Marshall was con-
cerned, ws visitors wore refined the
right to/eee him anthe following Sat-
urday; nnd on enquiries being made
were told: that) this wax a privilege
which Was sntomatically cancelled’
hecause of disrespect shown to the
visiting justices,

| statehients of the Metropolitan

id the trovisers {*

JESDAYY at

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

“WS” PROM RUSSIA.

“SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS”
0 Get A Bil Mined.

O Wednesday, February 19, 1030,
the “Mornitig osc’ had the follow-
ing report irom “Ou Own! Core
respondent

= “Riga (Latvia), Feb, 18.
“The Soviet Pres sadmita phates

gis have ot minds the devivad: im-
pression abroad.” (Our italica)
The “Times” publisied the coilow-

ing from “Our Own Corresyondenv?=
ope « Fab. 18.

“A statement was publistied! in
Moscow’ this morning to the effect
that the ‘interview’ of the Soviet
Press with the Metropolitan Sergius
tax ‘dumbfounded Soviet enemies
especially in Paris.” (Oar italics.)

You pays yer penny and takes yer
choice.

74 HUNGER STRIKES.

An incomplete report of the Red
Aid/ofPoland states that during nine
months of the year 1929 74 hunger
strikes were carried through by poll-
tical: prisoners.

MEXICAN DEPORTEES.
Deportations ~ of revolutionary,

workers from Mexico are daily:go-
ing on A few weeks ago, four Com-
munista were deported ro Poland.
Another batch of eight workers were
‘also deported for being members of
the Communist Party. Most of the
prironers are held “incommunicada.
Tt is; therefore, impossible to find out
the exact number of the deported re-
yolutionaries.

“LABOUR”GOVERN-
MENT THANKED.

COALOWNERS’ DELIGHT aT
COALBILL'S “DISTRACTION”

OF MINERS.
“TheGoal Mines’ Bill, by distract-

the’ att im of the miners, his

during which Ypme of the district
wages Gigreoments were due to ter
minate.—“Calliery Guardian,” 8/1/80

THOMAS ADMITS IT.
AGREES THAT HIS JOB IS TO

INCREASE WORKLESS.
The following question was asked

and answered in the House of Com=
mons, on January 21,
Major Billiot’ (Con. Glasgod) =

“Will Mr. Thomas include in the
white paper, figures of the effect on
employment of the measures he has
taken for the revival of export

di
Mr, Thomex: “It is impoxithle to

do thet, 1 am, encouraging certain
schemes of Rutionalisation because

| they are-in theinterests of coun-
try, lint tho effect of them inust be
to add to unewployinent.”

MASS TRIAL IN BUKAREST-

Forty-two Communists were sen-
tenced to two years in prison each for
tnking part in®a Communist demon-
stration. As the sentence was read
the prisoners sang the “Internation—
al” Their lawyer was attacked by &
Fascist mab and was badly beaten”

“ GREEK WORKERS
_ DEMONSTRATE AGAINST

YUGOSLAV TERROR.

.» ATHENS.--A demonstration took
place before the Yugoilaviad Em-

assy ihe Athens against the Yuxo-
aDacatorbes Windows were

broken by stones, The masses shout—
be Doveue Balkana

ive ugosluvinn) Commun=
istParty.” The police made meny

Donations Press Fund.

I Ghodwin, 426; 8. That,
Ge Bowes, 2/6: Andoy, 18/6: ARE

K. Gratiam. Wes 6.Anthony,
‘i ‘Yornton, £3 things will have to be fought strenu-

ously. The position is that any ward-
er can indulge in petty tyranny by
stopping a prisoner's tobacco. The
prisoner has no rights, and if he ex-
prosset biself fs linbie to, be nuled
before #@ magistrate, who always con-
siders the officer rieht and the pri-
sonerwrong, In addition to the sen-

Th the future such |)
1
W. Wate!
Torn, £4 1Ee. Ba,

Donation Libel Caso  Expearen—Dlack-
ball Miners, (& Om ia per RKGraham
a

tence fmpoted, the Superintendent,
who { & miniature (Mussolini, can
impose didditional punishment for the
same offence”

=alle Sear
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HOW BRITISH SEAMEN

LIVE.

= |
The 8, Cumberland is 2 11,000-ton

steamer. but whether she belongs to
the Federal Line or the N.Z. Ship-
Bing Company: is of no concern ex-
cept that her sweated crew is helping
to keep) Incheape and Co, in extrava-
gant luxury.

‘The crew number 14, 7 able seamen
and 7 ordinary seamen or boys. Like
nearly all vessels owned bythe com-
Pany, the combine specialise in ex-
ploiting youth Inbour, ‘The wages of
the A\B’s are £92 month, while OS.’s
Wuges rango from £2 bs. to £5 17s.
a month, The ordinary seamen and
A\Bls work an 84-hour sea week,
working this on thé notorious four
hours off and four hours on system.
The food is appalling. The crew

only have tea once a day, because in-
ferior coffee is cheaper,’ An assort-
ment of meat scraps is the usual

‘dish. There is not a crumb left for
the long night watches. One small
tin of condensed milk must suffice
aman for three weeks, Syrup swoet-
ens the watery coffes when sugar
gives out, yet the sugar markets of
the world are overstocked, Itbrings
to mind’ the saying of Czarist days
when “Russian sugar was fed to Eng-
lish pigs” in order to keep the price
‘of that commodity up. Tt is a tragi-
commodity watching 1b, of butter
a day being divided amongst 14 men,
‘There are three grades of food.

tain’ nnd officers get the best, the:
perey officers medi and the crow
the refuse,

COSTS OF PRODUCTION MUST
COME DOWN.—INCHCAPE,

Recently memorials have been un-
veiled to the men of the mercantile |
marine who died to save British
Capitalism during tho last Imperial-
ist blood bath, yet in peace the men

ted a3, bee ‘on board and al-
to starve shore.

st_thesd worse than) jail con-
dit. of British seamen with those
of Soviet seamen. The hours of Jab-

“are six and seven per day. The
wages Officers) crew
receive the same food. Unemploy-
ment pay and rent freo whileout of
a ship, One month's holiday annual-
Jy on full pay. Libraries, Lenin Cor-
ners, otc. for study. organised games

The day when we shall fallowthe
example of our, Russian comrades
draws swiftly nearer,

INCHCAPE’S VIEW,
“EIGHT-HOUR DAY HARMFUL”
Lord Inchcape says: “For some

ime past shipping as a whole has
doing well. Notwithstand-

i , we are now faced with all |
sorts of ideas, such the how
day on
to fruition, will a
ties, and will, I am safe to say, do
our men not a particle of good. Dis-
cipline on board is one of the
very first essentials.” “It will be a
misfortune for the British) Mercantile
Marine if there is any interference
with the present system, with which
the Seamen's Union ure perfectly
sat

RAID ON SOVIET
TRADE MISSION.

BERLIN.—Recently 20 detectives
raided the cffices of the Soviet Trade
Mission in Munich, Fascists had do-
@lared that the mission dealt in 6x-
plosives. Despite  scarch lasting
many hours, of course, nothing of the
sort was found, ‘The homes of the
employees of the Mission weré also
searched without result. This is an-
other blow in the general campaign
against the Soviet Union,

GIRL WORKERS
GAOLED IN ITALY.

TFENTY-EIGHT IN ONE MONTH.

ROME—Twenty-cight working
girls, sentenced to a total of 129
years’ imprisonment by Fascist
special Courts in one month alone, are
evidence of the workings of Jaw and.
order in Musoliniland. All were sent
ne for purely political offences,

Typical of the prisoners are Giorgi-
na sey young textile worker of
Bicln, and Anita Pusteria, a factory
worker at Como, sentenced to torture
and maltreatment
police. Anita Pusteria contracted
tuberculosis in prison, and Lina Mur-
andott! went insane as a result of
the treatment meted out to her.
Zaira Olanchi, needle trades worker
from Florence, will serve a life term
as a cripple, in addition to her three-
year prison sentence, a result of
the beatings given her by the police.

 

“THE RED

PARNELL BY®-
ELECTION,
ae

FAKE “LABOUR” CANDIDATE.
The bye-election now proceeding i

the Farned clecturate raises the issue
a8 to What action class-conscious and |
revolutionary workers must tuke.
How shail they vote?
The eanididate for the Labour

Party has already begun his’ cam-
bsign and bis arguments so far con-
sist in trying to show that, because
of his experience, he is better than
the other fellow. There isverylittle

our Pattyandabuolutly nothitely not!
of its objective, which in the
few yeara has become « skeleton. in
the Raphoar |, which the politifcans
fear will pop out some time and give
the show away on them, ‘This is con-
sistent with the general attitude of
the Labour politicians, who are not
by any means unanimous just now,
fig can bo seen by thoe support given
to the United Party by Mr. Lee Mar-
tin. > We hope at a future date to
publish some revelations as to the
question) of fusion: with: the United
arty which was discussed by the

Parliamentary Caucus of the N.Z.L.P.
Tf this took place, certain of the
Labour members of Parliament were
to becor s Ministers of the Goveri-
ment. This was turned down, ap-
parently because there wert tot
enough jobs to go sroun
certainly not, because of
tion of principle. Are the Labour
Politicians not co-operating with the
class enemies of the workers at all
times, even when the industrial or-
ganisations are opposed’ te co-dpera-
tion, as, for instance, in connection
with the committee to inquire into
the Compensation Act?
The time has gone by for an in:

dofinite) attitude in regard to such
things as uner ent, Samoa, free
dom of spéech, war preparations, Ar-
bitration, ete, ‘There 18 no solution
for. ese things under Capitalism.
If the Labour Party can solve these
problems, the ruling class will be
only too glad to let them. The policy
of the Labour Party is such, there-
fore, that instead of helping to push
over tottering’ Capitslism, they are
doing thelr utmost to bolster up,
not only when they reach power, but

\ ho 7plied acaeer c ‘Bi
strain and’ divert the struggles of
the reaperrelaunemployment
or wage ions. ‘Tomake {tcasy

rhe oss class’ to, confuse the
minds of the workers in order that
they may be diverted from struggling
with their economic
the evils which afflict them. After
the Labour politicians reach power
their historic mission is to function
as betrayers of the working class, by
failing to cnrry ont even thé element-
ar ydemands of the workers, and ul-
timately to act us Social-Fascist, in-
stead) of Social-Democrats, ‘by using
the State machine of Capitalism to
dofeat the workers,
Workers in the Parnell election

shonld haye no truck with any of the
condidates. They alt stand fer the
mibintenance 0° Capitalism, Tt his
not Been p for the (
Party to put unwcandidate, but we
advise all workers to vote for Com-
minism, Write it across the ballot
paper:

“T yote fo Communism. To hell
with the lot.”Se
Barrier Miners Leave A.L.P.

The fortnightly mocting of the
WI. of A. (Barrier district) de
cided last nicht to cance! the district's
affiliation wit hthe A L.P.

Tt was agreed that the Labour
Party had failed to lend any mate-
rial assistance to theeonaeta,apen
strogele against cap!
the Labour Party in office merely ad-
ministered the capitaliam1e nystem. No
yoice was raised to excuse the treach-

Government

“Every member of the Australian
Tahour Party,” SculNn empasises, “is
nledged to constitutional methods, . .
How can we in Australia look for
industrial peace if the awards of the
courts fre to be treated lightly?”

‘Attorney-General Brennan chimes

“To lend countenance to such folly.
{ak the prorosal to disarm Bayin's
police) would be to play with treason
pvid help to build up an intolerable
despotism out of harmony with the
democratic principles of the Labour
Party,”

‘Thus in three months the Tabonr
Government has shown itself to be,
not only a chamnion of capitalism,  but the recognised best champion of
capitalism. naanlaa

WOREER”

“OUR” PRIMARY
INDUSTRY.

FARM COMMODITIES FALL,
Much ink was spilt at the beginnin;

of the stason in order to bulld up
the hopes of the farmers of Now.
Zealand concerning ths bright out-
Hook a Naricnss seaitoe parported to

‘old for the welfare ofour struggling
hd workers. But with the anarel
falling of prices for cheese, butter,
wool and hemp, we now find these
professional sycoplinnta attributing
same to industrial inefficiency or want
of closer co-operation between the
employer and his employees. These
gentry always complain that produc-
tion must be increased, and now that
the wonderful! productivye forces of
Capitalism have produced such an
enormous surplus, they state that one
cure for this malady is the lowering |
of the wages and the general stand-
ard of living of the toiling masnes
‘Of course, mont formers are ao ment-
ally paralssed with the “My orm”
idea. thnt they haye the private pro-
perty “bug” developed’ to # fine art,
hence to tell’ farmer that he is one
of the toilers is nothing short of in-
sulting him, The uma: nenergy
which is wrapped between the paper
of a polind of tintter is just the same
ais that embodied in the ton of coal,
The method of payment, however, is
not qitite 56 barefaced, and con-
**quently the psychology of brother
“Cockie” 48 far from cliss conscious;
in fact, most of them seldom receive
their cheques on the 20th of the
month, as they often are compelled to
make | definite areenkements
their dairy company pay this one
pasthat one,es the Interestwhich

pay on their various mortgages
and that which they pay on their
stock, implements, milking machines,
etc, is generally protected by nn
order on their company. This method
of payment certainly saves “Mr.
Cockle 4 lot of tiumble, but it is
mainly adopted because it safeguards
the bloodhounds against any reckless-
ness on the part of the son of the
oil) ‘The Inbour time of the cockie’s
sons and daughtors is seldom taken
into account when our worthy “back-
hone of the country” is making his
calculations concerning the yaine of
the commodity he is engaged in pro-
ducingy -and-thereforenthe-rate of-his
exploitation mover cccurs to him.
Many young children can be seen
throughout«this “God's Own Coun- |
try’? going into the cow hails before
daybreak, and are, ns a result, very
@ull and tired when at school, This

1 to the conditions which exist for
children in backward China. Tho
Girect, cause of this is the high rent|

lord, who robs hi mof the greater
and interest the fatmer pays to the
mount of his products and precludes
him from €ngaging labour outsid,
Farmers are, very easily gulled by
politicians and other Inckeys of the
Gapitalist system, and the sooner
they realise that they only receive n
starvation sum for their energy ex-
pended, and that they too belong. to
the ranks of the working masses, but
whose peculinr station in life lends it-
salt toa gretter rate of exploitation
than that oy tha teller who works in
industry. The financial concerns, such +
ox Nathan; McEwan"s, Paterson's,
Levin and Co. ete, will cheerfully
¢mbrace the opportunity of advanc-
ing them money on goods received in
store, or they will puarantee themat
the bank, but, in adition to charcing
them commission for marketing their |
goods, they will also charge them in-
terest on the advance made. Actual-
Iv speaking, the “Cockié”” is charged
interest on his own money. for these
firms take excentionally Httle risk
To entail an advance often entails
much Jégal formula, and thus our
friend “Cockie” ix also a source of
revenue to the lawyer. There are
dozens of parasites who are continual-
ly carried by the farmers: ayction-
‘cers, salesmen, land ngonts and many
other scalled’ intellectual and
Superior people who live from the
sweat of the farmer and his family.
The dividends of these large stock

| firms represent In  meanure a per-
centage of the survlus value extract-
ed from the land workers, and we
cannot wonder why it is that our
esteemed brother worker, “Cocki¢,” in
0 often called the backbone of the

servile slave the master class has to
deal ith iy

‘The only remedy our farmers have
to end this economic slavery is t he
expropriaition of the exploiters and
the abolition of the Gapitalixtic sys-
tem and re-establishing society along
the lines of Communism. They have
nothing to lose but their mortga,
dseds and other forms of strangl
holds, so they should not hesitate to

 
form of exploitation is nlmont paral- |

ower to remedy | 14 ie pret

 
| Taternational
| Movement,

country, for he is certainly the most |

f® PAGE THREE

CHILD SLAVES OF iHtt
UNION JACK.

British Tmperialism foasta
abollihed: aay.
Jack waves.
coutie, the
*Unsie Don's Cabins!
classify as sluyes the milli
cured! peoples who work
ditions which would ha

i good
Samaritans in co: with moiern
Imporinlist exploiters,
Communist haye often

claimthat tho old form of slavery hua
been wiped out, “We have exposed
conditions in British Kenya, etc., an
the $9 of forced labour throuth-

ire which gives the lie to
ont

We are now again able to expose
slavery in British territory—thia time
in Hong Kong, The form practised
there combines all the be.
the old form with the horrors of un-
Tostricted Capitalist exploitation.

In Hong Kong wlaveryig called the
Mul-Tant (child slavery),

Mhrow. months ago Lord Pasar
(Sidney Weub), Colonial Sears
the Labour Government, promizcd t
touke a statement of policy on Mule
Tsai, bit niuse then) pothi
done, which menns| of course,
the Government condones Webbis
only continuing the policy of his pre-
decessors, who haye ulways pro-
niiwed “statements of policy” fn
order to shelve a matter in’ which
they have no wish to interfere.

‘There are to-day 10,000 slaves in
Hong Kong, bought and sold in the
‘open market just like beasts,

In theory, the systemis illegal: 1¢
was abolished by law years ago, But
in practice the numberof slaves have
Increased since the law wae passed.
Recently u case of child slivery

came before a Hong Kong police
court (British), where it wus de
clared bya detective witness that o
Poy had been gold for £14 by“w per-
foctly lawful transaction.”
Thesp child slaves are used for

domestic and industrial rervice—oven
children of seven Kavine to work in
factories or us servants! The condi
tions iimder which they exist are

mim by various reports ta be ap-
palling. ss
“TKS systems: WANT oMcinl -bressiny

Ghildren “adopted” by officin! inst
tions are sold for revenue purr
without the cotistnt or Imowledse of
their parents,

the

LWAGUE,

We quote some statistics of the
while terror throughout the world
over # period of nine months, 1929:—
Iiurdered, 89,023; wounded and mal-
treated, 26,665; arrested, 62,228; de-
ported, 616.
An anelysis of these figures goes

to prove that the atrocities committed
in defence of Capitalism the world
over are directed not only against its
political: enemies, but against those
classes of society whose real intercats
it does not represent. Wholesale
#ecution is the order of the day.
Methods of torture as Uarlmrown as
those of medi¢val times are practised
in) this “enlightened” age. Reaction,
‘with its Inws, hastens to the sid of
the ruling class in its strapgeles
artuinst the exploited working messes.
Suill, emergency Inws, Fusciat sup-
pression auxiliary to the ary:
Capitalist Governments everywhere
can never stifle that Spirit of martyr-
dom for a great cause which the fig-
res quoted nhove represent,
Tho LR.A.LO.W.P.A. and LDL,

based squarely on the class struggle
and taking un the ficht aeainst all
enemies of the working olass, have
Supplied these statistics to the Lab-
our Defence League, an, and thus our
own organisation. hy adopting # cor-
rect policy and with the pssistance
of all class-conscions workers, will
become a powerful protecting shield
for the working class in all’ its
strogeles . We ures nll workers to
sot nn swith the N.% section of the

Warkers’ Defence

W. O'REILLY,

join the 0: Teyolutionary party—
the Commu} Party—and thereby
assist in the historical mission of the
proletariat is called upon to pér-
form,

STRUGGLING GOCKIE,

(that the
fn not enounr
ton of thelr
Glass Tie, Wy class portoy."—Lenin. 
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POLICE TERROR
LEVELLED AGAINST

UNEMPLOYED.

Extract from letter from J Basham,
Yau “Basier Gang” (the

ligye incapacitated me. for
ie; I shat have: time to en-

1 youl on events teres In the
oe, Dy allowed ta dis-

M ” “until the
_ fully satisfied that
How me to land, In

jacked mo MT had’ been
from N.Z, ‘They made an
)scuxch of sll’ my: below;
had apparently bes. f
of my, activities

GntoniN had tinished
witli me Ue “D's” had their go, and
Baye me a lift in their car, whi yasfittod! with wireless, to ine Central
Station, where I watt ushered into the
reecned of the “howd man.” Ad

lot of cross-examination, by nicans of

mol

ings, and

which they tried to get me to talk of |
the relations uf ithe: two partie
thibklog 1 might have been’a zones
gale in the tre sense of the word,
they took my ftiger-prints and allow:
ed ime to return to tho whack.
Wednestay, the 26th, was Inter-

national Unemployed Day, and
sections of the ‘Third "International
Were insitucted! to “aseist in hnem-
Ploymunt demonstrations, Here ‘all
demo's sre prohibited, On Wednos-
day, we docided to witness the demon-
stration. Ftook x walk round in
couple of blocks and say that the
police were well organised, |‘They
wert weil prepured, Olitside Anthony
Hordern's, n policeman’ was allocated
to cach pinte-glass window, ‘In.Goul-
burn Street groups of uniformed
polite wore stationed, “Here and there
could be seen patrol wagons and
K:hali-dind police on motor-cycles and
sidocuys. About ight o'clock 2 mem-
ber of fle Kurel Miners: Pips Band
attempted to forni the unemployed |
(about m thousand) ints sections of
fours, sad then the police started to }
mioye, They formed a’ cordon acrosk
the rond. At thie stare.two mombers
Gf the 6P. (Radcliffe ‘ond Tom |
Wright) mounted one of the ledges of |
the Trades Hill and addressed the |
coved, ieforihing them that the police
Would assault them without the leant
provucatinn. butef they ware prepar-
<a to merch t Hyde Park, then they
Joow what to éxpect, Voices. from
tio crowed shouted, “Let us gol” The

kicked, punched and
er cme within reach, |

It wis not lung before I came in for
my share, I reccived a blow in’ the |
brek from a baton and was’ seized b:

1 anannge if |
free and started to is
Wheres l) made a) mints As soon
as I started to run) the police came
from all directions, both plain-clothed |
and: uniformed,
(i cannot find a word suitable)ran
towards me and gave me a savace |

i knee; annthe i
fore just ny \

The language they used. |
Tanke an Auckland watersitar.

J did not feel much of the
Vick on thr Imes until

railway. sta-
me all my -timé to get |
be laid up for a weak |

|
Referring to the baton charge, the

Lab Daily mentioned, that, it. was
offisinlly stated that the unemployed
threw stones at the police. Tlis was
a damned lie. Only one of-the unem-
loyed did mariage to secure a baton
rom of the police and gave him
a exmnle ofi |SS

h will |
he ‘em-

Must these men wait until the |
syeton has this bean taken
hem before theylearn their Ies-
All workers anit rally to the

alogdr of the Communist Party.
AWAY FROM THE AXBIDRA-

TION COURT.
New Zealand) “comrades—watch

your step,

to the Arbitration Goi y
almost certainly side with t
ployers,

MEAT WORKER.

all |

One, of these, — | by

“THE RED WORKER”

TOWARDS THE FTTH RIL. CONGRESS.

The ©
th World Cong

ye OF
the world’
membership

t of outstanding importance in: 1930 will be the
ress o, the R.1U.U,; which is to take place in

rec ont yeers the RLL-U. has become the
'S working class, and year by year its

have’ been increasing and con-

Gonspicuous in the discussions this year will be the ques-
tions of rationalisation, Sovial Fascism and war. Unlike the
Amsterdem conterences where well-paid trade union buresucrats

| talk piously about the worlers and simtitancously do their

| Vammnedest in the interest of Capitalism, the RLL.U: gets down
to working: class polities in a manner at onée realistic and earnest,

| The methed is. to appraise the world situation end then to formu-
lave tie sttategy and tactics necessary to meet the situation,

_ Anyone who cares to lolok back over the analysis made and
decisions adopted at the Fourth R.LL.U. Congress in 1927, will
be struck with their eceordante with fact andw ill note how since
that time the fin

| by world events.
we of the Congress haye been amply justified
Rationalisation has been intensified, the re-

+ formist trade union leaders have gone over complotely to Capi-
talismi, the danger of war hes grown much more marked.At the
Same time the werkers: have recovered from the depression of
1926 and all oyer the world there is, with variations in different
countries, a revolutionary upsurge.
told by the Pourth Congress.

will acquit itself even better.

not of trade union bureaucrats, but off

All these things were fore-

With two years of further: such experience of the revolu-
nary movement it is safe toessume that the Fifth Congress

I v Tt is our immediate duty to see
to it that from this country a delegation is sent, a delegation

workers, straight from the job.
we must et on with the task at once.

‘orkers, elected by
There is no time’ to be lost:

The Fifth Congress will
mark another stage in the demise of world capitalism and
register another stride in the march towards world Communism.

Conirades, on with the gcod work!

 

CAPITALIST PRESS
FOAMS WITH LIES
AGAINST JOBLESS

MASSES.

DISTORT FACTS ABOUT
UNEMPLOYMOND IN THE

SOVIET UNION.
_ The “New York Times" is getting
hervous—hysterically. ¥o,

Tty editors, like Lw Fontaine se
‘are paying tribute tothe devil.
Giap theip ovm faces and cut thir
own tongues.
One giaring <xamyle out of thov-

sands: On March’ 6, the “Times?” flar-
ed up with the usually attractive
Kieadiine: ‘Jobless in Russin Meet
Red) Bayonets.” Inter eliln’ the
cngthy, account following, there was
the “Observer's” ‘report that “there
are now in Sovist Russia from’ =
990: to 19,000,000 unemploved, and on

mare, from 75,000
5 100,000 political prisonors.tt

four divs before (March 2),
she same “New York Times”

port fresh from Moscow
mes” pWwo correspondent,

tex Duranty, thai
iad of unemployment, which
nearly 1,000,000 among tie

Bt rkers & year oF two agi,
to eny nothing of the almost chron c

mplogmient. among a large pe--
eof ponernts Who weed to

towns ap mnskilled Jabour,
more Work to-do:
2 ore

“The rapid
other construciion work have takel
tp the azbaw slack, while rural com-

ui gov cjod with the trani
forms‘ion in the old agricultural sys:
isms pew. Hie Lollecttye movement.”
——_——

THE ROTARY SYSTEM.

there

to Govit.
owe of factories anil

| Bay in 1926?

ORGANISING AS DONE
BY tH ALLIANCE OF

LABOUR.

(To the Editor.)
Dear Sir,—in the “N.Z, Worker”

dated’ bantunry 14, 1850, 18 @ seport
on tne acsryites of Organiser Gil on
Densif of tout sub-collecting Util,
tae alliance of Labour. He is re-
ported a& haying visited the various
works inSe,head
mectings, and ‘received: resolutions
sae nage Alliance of Labour.
‘Amongst the work mentioned is the
W.M-k. Co, Ngahauranga, which,
mite true, he yiincd., But he nd-

dressed no meeting and spoke to only
one or two individuals, end he did not

receive a resoftilion inthe A, of L.

This “write up! is only a cunnt

moye by the “brigade of Leechs” to

mislead our members so far as this

works js concerned, Anghow, what
lins the Alliance of Lubgur done for

the freezing workers? Nothing, ex-
capt collecting the capitation fen,
‘What did these cowerdly officinis do
for the freezing workers in Hawke's

They deserfed them
while thé fipht was. still on, and ‘al-

| though Roberts and Gloyer were in

in Rassia then |
| Tp attended, was held in Tas:

Filched From Sydney Meat |
Workers. ©

(To the Editor.)
Dear Comrade; —Th© slaughtermen

atethe: inten: (Sydney) abat-
| toirs ere in grave danger of losing
fie rotary system, ‘Tle-man put up
9 ficht tin a few dase for its reten-
tion, an dthen, duped by renctionary
trade union officials, returtied to work
and left the sottlement. of the matter
 

THE “RED WORKFR*

EIRST PRIZE: Tiustrated Fi:
For the gra test number of
and sans

BY JUNE! 20;
” WANTS 5,000 SUBS.

tery Russian Revolution.
yertlysubecriptions obtaimed during May

Bvery dozen increae om &
iis f Aacon subscrlp-tions, provided that it is understood

die or-

¢ ust last/ three monthact: Icast.

COND PRIZE: One Pound Open Order on Literature
Department.

For the greatest increase in sales
new subscription obtained) will count

obtained daring May and June. Every
‘ns pp extra sale.

‘Pull up your socks fur the New Sub. Drive.

MOIN IN THE RED WORKER SUB,
Lay INCRE, of we

DRIVE—MAY 1 TO JUNE 20,

Wapier at the time, neither of these

THURSDAY, MAY 1, 1920.

RELIGION IN RUSSIA.

BARRAGE OP IMPERIALIST LIES
TO WORK UP WAR FRYER.
Thebarrage against Soviet Russia

|) geenys dail; @ mtanse. Any ate
| seryex to give themthe opportunity
| tov heave their scurrility: at the Work-

ers’ ‘State. Religious persecution, is
fn favourite slogan wherewith to unite
the tin soldiers of Locker Lampson.
he Deeres on Religious Associa-

tions issued by the Soviet Goyern-
| ment has stirred the stinking puddles
| in which the British Capitalist, poli-

ticians Jove to wallow.
| OF course, they. are not concerned
| about 'thersctual deails of the decree,
which hus categorised, defined and r
stricted all religious societies in_ the
US.S.B and has put them in their
proper pliices,

| ‘They are more coneerned about
an agitation on’ the
religious persecution.

Archbishops) bishops, lords and mare
|-members of Parliament are yelping.
| o nthe trail,
| Ag a matter of fact, there is no
| religious. peraccution in Russiat to-
| dng: Those who want to go to the
church can go. What is forbidden is
the teaching of religion in the State-
controlled establishments. (This is

| also forbidden in France.) | y
So excited have these God-fearing

| people become that they have actual=
| iy ‘announced the probibition of the
| celebration of Christmas! ‘

In Russia to-day it is notreligion
| which is being persecated, itis the
| people who are not being’ persccut
| by the “saintly” creatures of religion.

‘The Russian people are blazing &
frail along which the priests cannot
venture as priests. =
The religions fanatics in Eneland

| tocday may think that it would be a

fine thing to get the Russian Church
| ack to the” good old times such as
) thiss— s

“ini the days of the Czar, the priest
had) no) freedom, he must not even

| preach against drunkenness, for that,

| would injure the State vodka =mono-

poly. When. slavery existed, he was
forbiddenta raise his yoice against it
ven in those days, however, there
were men who would speak out, de-
spite soryrestelccian: isinea

1 late Carr. twenty-cight b
Be ea SeneTarablo

working uj
grounds of

Of the empire’—From “Rt
fore the Dawn” t(by J. Mackentic).

| They can go on thinking. ‘They

have first to upset the ‘Workers’

State, but they have a yery big task

before them!

| LABOUR DEFENCE
LEAGUE CONTRI-

BUTION.

comrades, Griffin,
| Murphy. und Marahali, have been re-
leased from prison, tke law under
which they were convicted remains

| Th iuscrumemt of oppression, not only
Scous ements,

Although our

union jockeys came to Hastings to.)
hold a: mecting
fight wag called oife Conseauently,
the map Youented this, and n fewdays
after maxtny work. a me large=

2s and
a raenlutionof no confidence in these
officials carticd unanimously.—Yours,
ten
x NGAHAURANGA,
ae

AGAINST IMPERIALIST
WAR. :

(To ths Bditor):
Sirn—If We desire: to) defent the

militarists we murt beat them at
theisewn game with cloves off. Once

|‘ Inoving the military: machine ean only
belsmizshed from within, To this end
yee should diregt our activities, 1
sont to the laat war a real Henty.
Dubb ignorant of thé class strale, in
fact the finielind product of our Boxs
clas’ education system and. Priest.
cruft, Looking: backward
year’ service in Finders I now ste
how even a small body of idealints
cold Gnlarmine and demoralise the
whole military machine.

| We should nlent oor seed right now
WetiiGuaric of Coe tom: can, heli byanee
| costingsnd explaining: to: eve: y youth
we mest the causes of war, ronli-
ties, aid’axnose the methods by seh <i
the: esnealistomresn. {hoo politicians
ani High Prieste of Supernituralsm
hetray our youth into) the human
slaughterhouse, Believe me, 1 never

| lose an opportunity and never have
met a small boy without telling bim
the truth 4n a manner that he is not
likely to forset. I can now sign my-
self as T am,

A RED SOLDIER:

‘of the men when the y je aystems of obscurantisn.
| wane was emioyed in on endeavour’
| to wastiih, (ac iierorcaital’ “Govern
| iments: piior tothe tdvant of the mod=
| crn Capitdlistic production, sya tea-
| ture‘or government in this) country~

| “Previous attempts on thepart of
parasitic and exploiting cliques to

| prevent the worker aeqairing a know:

| fede of the ccongmic processes,
| investigation of which wo)
to him bis beast. of burden status,
must rank as failures, consequently:
the successtal fight which we can
wage against the weapon of obscur-
pile. duis Mae judicial appar-
atus of the State, will oblige it to re

| gort to still more dtaktic measures,
jie spose the trae nature of os
Capitulst democracy, We sta

| then, prepardd to resist thepredatory.
excursions of the State upon our
liberties of thought and expression.
Stending thus, we are not alone. The
world-wide: ettacks upon the work-

| ing class tends to promote the unity
| of all omnaerd tailors. Therefore,
| we, along with kindred international
| organisations, continue’ our strurgles:

~) for the release of class-war prisoners,

for the defence of thovs who fight for
| Taour and to express ond strengthen

the internstional solidarity of toilers
| aqatnet the forces of reaction and
j clans oppression.

We sail to all workers who hate
qrnrsae'on to doin) with ua in the
struggle, Help to build « bodywhich
will fight Capitalist legal gporeeston:
Join the Labour Defence League.

b
“Printedand ‘published by thePro-
prietor, J.J. Robinson, 40, Mortimer
Grescont, Wellington. at the offices of

“Red Worker,” 166d, Vivian
| Street, Wellington, New Zealand,

~elassy
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Police-station; _ HUNTLY i

Date;2nd May _, 1930.

REPORT of Const Thomas Ingram , No.t2T9.
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| relative to3Richard Franois Gri.ffin,well known member of the

Communist Party adresses a meeting of workers in the Eunt ly
TownHall_at—I0—~30am_on_the Ist inst-:Vide attachedfile.

{150,000/4/29—120%

|

I respectfully report that Sergt Cowan,

also Const Olsen arrived in Huntly at 6-30am on the Ist inst by

lthe Auckland Herald delivery train

ey both remained in reserve at the office at police station
ere,

rz ascertained that Griffin arrived in Huntly on the previous
pvening from Auckland,

fr remained around Great South Road in the vicinity of the Town

Hall and eventually a few people gathered around and the meeting

commenced about I0-35am,

Mr Ray Richards who i@ the president of the Glen Afton Miners

Union presided as chairman and introduced the speaker Griffin.

Richards is 2 Welshman who has been in Huntly for a few years,&
4s one of the few members of the Communist Party here an Huntly.

There was also on the platform “John Walker",of Pukemiro,miner,

who is the president of the Northern Miners Industrial Union of
orkeTs,but does not belong to the Communist Party as far as I

lean ascertain and he did not speak.

\I went into the Hall at the commencement of the meeting and I

found there were 33 people in the hall including two women.

During the time Griffin was addressing the meeting other four

en came into the hall but before Griffin had finished speaking

his audience had decreased to 32 altogether.

(eraffin confined his remarks mofe to the conditions existing in

Soviet Russia than anything else,and stressed the point that
‘Britain,and some of the other European Powers,were trying to |

 

Istir up bitterness against the religious persecution that the.

allege exists by the Soviet Government there .who are said to be

ldestroying all the churches &c.

jeraffin said that this is done by Britain for the purposeof

\Pomenting 211 feeling against the first Socialist Republic in

‘the world,namely Soviet Russia,also advised his hearers to be

eareful in accepting as authentic such newspaper reports which

were not correct.

He also dealt upon the ideals of the League Of Nations ;who were

supposed to be trying to prevent war &c,and said that as long at
the Capitalist Class existed it would be impossible to prevent

war,as the greed of all nations for conquest was engendered by

that class, He said that May Day was a day of rejoicing amongst

the working class ,who should look upon it as such.in reference
to the advances the Working Class»aided by Socialist doctrines
had attained to during the last few years*
Griffin also dealt with the large increase in mechanical labour



saving devices which were all brought about by the Capitalist class

such as o11 burning ships,and 211 classes of electric power which

had done away to a large extent the use of coal,thereby causing

short time worked by miners.

There was nothing very brilliant about the speaker or his address

and he did not at any time during his address advocate anything in

the shape of revolutionary action,or use anything seditious in his

remarks,

So far as the Huntly miners are concerned I am convinced that the

Communist Party will never obtain @ hold amongst them.

The meeting broke up at II-45,Griffin having spoken about an hour.

There was an invitation for questions to be put to the speaker and

some questions were put but nothing of any moment was discussed,

Sergt Cowan and Const Olsen returned to their stations by the 4-5pm
express from Huntly.

There was & social & dance held in the Town Hall same evening which

commenced soon after 8pm,I looked into the hall at 9-30pm also at I)

I0-45pm but everything was very quiet and orderly,

The most of the audience were young people,the majority of them

coming in for the dance from the outside districts around Huntly.

There was nothing in the shape of red flag decorations,neither did

I see any one wearing the Communist pares eolours,a red Hopeepee
There was no parade or outside demonstratio £ any kind held in
Huntly during the day.

a7 yn Lawn

Const /No I219.



{Police—100a.

NEW ZHALAND POLICE.

Police-station:Detective OfficeAuckland.

teas Date; 20thApril__, 19:30.

REPORT of detectiveP.d.Nolder=, N0.2374.
! relative to__icherd Francis Griffin -a member of the

(150,000/4/29—1262a ree as

> igle ewepectentiy report that Richard Francis Griffin;

| @ leading Wellington Communist,is at eens in Aucklénd,

I have ascertained that he is going to be at

| Huntly on the lst of May,to address the Miners and assist in

a May Day Demonstration. He is organising this demonstration

Sub-Inspector, . of Huntly Miners.
in charge of

Detective Siaff,| He is a quick fluent speaker,and expresses

Aucklénd. | Revolutionary ideas. He speaks a good deal on Soviet

| Russie,having visited there as a New Zealend delegate of the

| Communi pin cesp of New Zealend,about 18 months to two years ago.
iy

So misscee __ He is identical with Richard Griffin referred. to

| in P.G.1930 page 197.

| I respectfully suggest that this information be

} noted by the Huntly Police.

  



[Police—100..

NEW 4HALAND POLICE.

Police-station : HUNTLY

Date: 29th April , 1930.

REPORT of Sonst Thomas Ingram , No. 1219.

| relative to May Day meeting advertised to be held in the Town
|Hall,Huntly,atT0-30am on Ist May T930.Speaker "R.FGriffin"
jot Wellington.Vide attached,

[150,000/4/29—1202
| =

| I respectfully report that the

jattached advertisement appeared in the Huntly Press of 24th

haste

\It appears that under the auspices of the Northern Miners

[District CouneL1;the meeting will be held in the Huntly Town

|lHali,at I0-30am on the Ist May next,the speaker being

R.F.Griffinof Wellington.
lmere is also a Dance & Card evening advertised where the

‘people are asked to roll up and make the “Workers Celebrations'

a sucess.

I haye been making quiet inquiries as to whether there is to bi

n

 

any outside parade,or demonstration of any kind,but so far I

have been unable to ascertain if thereis to be a parade or not,

I will make further inquiries and will immediately communicate

by telephone if I learn anything.

To/
NOM Yaa

The BeSeer Of Police vy
f

AUCKLAND ° 3 = const! No I2I9.

7%Aptertnt

| PR Grn aopfernehen
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cor scene 10/75
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Fa NEW ZEALAND POLIGE. z CIE

Memorandum for

The Commissioner ofPolice

_______Wellingto:

  

SUBJECT:

—— eer ereere

I beg to report that the above named person

met with no success in his attempt to influence the West Coast

Miners to affiliate with thek. I. L. U.

Griffin has now returned to Wellington.

 



{Police—1003.

NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

ei Waaa ee “ay anquinies show that Griffin

e net wath very little success in his activities here and

|that‘thatnoquestionofaffiliatingvith any|Gommantst or |

|Red organisation has yet been mentioned at treovhion

Meetings, ‘I was confidentially informed that Griffin hed

‘received detten from Russia to the effect that his work

| edliveryineatsaractony ent cnetenel vous wave

. totake auch more active steps andshow results or he

‘vould be dropped,

ursa ‘His meetings onthis part of the

bs ‘coast wore Poorly attended and he receiveda poor hearing,

Wereuhave.been here the Conmunist movement has suffered

preneene ‘setbacks and internal dissension has Ween very rife

 Pesulting inseveral prominent membersdisaasociating

eefrom the movement. Frem my injuiries to date

aea visit here has so far been without result, the

miners being very lukewarm and the large majority in

lactive enmity to the movenent, particularly since the
present Government has assumed office,

 

While here, Griffin resided with

\Jack Doyle, a prominent Communist at Nelson Creek. Angus

oeMaea McLagan, Dominion Secretary of the Communist Party also 



   resides with Doyle, McLagan is a very activemember of

1 ' the party and has been endeavouring, With a certain

folloving, to gain control of the Blackball Miners Union

but without success,

T am keeping in touch with any

developements *Yhich might occur respecting the activities

 

of the local Communists and should any question of

. affiliation with any of the Red Unions mentioned in the

; attached file come before the Unions for discussion, T

he Wipl report immediately J am anle to ascertain the
re

rh particulars of the discussion an¢ results,

44,

7 Griffen returned to Wellington last

fag month,

t
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Police-station; = bunbiy_

Date:26th Maron19 29

REPORT of Const Thomas Ingram _ _ No._t2t9
   yvelative to pudiio lecture he subject of “ Three months in
  

Soviet Russia", delivdred in the Huntly. Town Hall,on the night

of Sunday the 24tnsnst= t i

 

I respectfully report that’ a young’ men

named " X,F Griffin" ,of Wellington,who is evidently travelling

aroynd New Zealand under the auspees of the Communist Pantyg of

=f

|
New Zealand giving lectures of his experiences while on 8 vis

| to Russia as a delegate from the Communist Party of New Zealand

jarrived in Huntly on the 22nd instjand spoke in the Great South

Road, sane evening to @ small audience.

lat Spm on Sunday night he addressed a resting in the Town Hall

L collection being taken up there to defray Griffins travelling

pxpenseay

aist Robertson & I attended both meetings,that in

 

Town Halt

hand ng an audience of about I00 people.
|

| Griffin is very cautious and there was ‘nothing seditious ubterse

s aldress mai.  nly consisted of describing the improved 

conditions of the workers of Russia under Soviet rule,as

; compared to what existed before the Revolution & the wiping out

of the Czar and ali the Russian monareéhy.
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| Forwarded to t Commissioner,

LAtAfiu~

Inspector.

Al si 27 
£50,000/8/27—7337) 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT.

WELLINGTON, 19th February 1929,

  imminist = to attempt to inf
te stfilvate-with Relea,

Please have special attention given &o

 

held vy BY F.Griffin in your district.

I am in possession of secret. information that he

was advised a Russian Official of the Ehird International

in Moscow that unless he (@riffin) can do something drastic

1 Comrade Achlutsky's hopes of

 

afrai getting the New

Zealand miners under his wing are not tee geed at the moment,

and that in view of the position he will. have te try, by

hook or by croek,to get the miners affiliation (presumably

te the Red International Of Labour Unions) from the top, and

they can aftervw Withdrawals, e@t

  

I desire to obtain as much information as possipie

respeeting his activities amon

  

District Council, Mine Union,

The fact that the above information is in opr

possession

 

W.B.MeTlveney, D
Commissioner of Polfce,

See OTT| “ 5 a CES?
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Dai ; 11929

IT respectfully report that R.

Sreechy ofWellington, a notec conimuntet, respecting

whoaFhave previousny reported, spose here on Saturday
=es

evening.last, the 16th. instant,

The meeting wasay open airone

|held in front of the bandrotunda a Mackay St. Tt ras

|poorty attenaea the majority of the spectators attending
|from idlecuriosity.

Griffen Save a resumé of his

Visitto RussiaSoxcendiar over a period of three and @

half months, outlining the benefits to the workers in

Russia under the Soviet regine. 3 attended the meeting
| ana noticed thet the erovd was deci eMlyhostile tonarde
hin.

At one period of his speccn he

Jetatedthat after seeing the conditions of the Russian
ie heexplained the conditions ete, of tne New
|Zealand vated ‘The Russian workers then askedhimto

Jconvey the uessage back to his comrades that they shoulda

|ao the ‘aane as the Russiene did, presuaably, to revolt,

He vas acked several questions, the

majority being of a personal nature indicating the
Jnostility of the crowd towards him. One questioner asked

if Griffen was in favour of the Gzar and his fanily being

[locked up and annihilated. Griffen replied that if any body
| Stood in the way of the progress of the workers he was in favour of their being annihilated. Everybody coniaenced to

ask questions at once and finably the meeting broke up. 
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oeSS

Boece eeeee
elena eerLiteaaTeatEe tas.come

| to my Ymowledge thatone R.F.Griffen a prominent coumaidst

| Who re returned fron Russia, intendsin the ne ar

f the Dominion with a vier

to sf$imulating interest inthe coummist movement.

A letter to this effect was recently

Fecelved from 5 xnisge Avene, Tellington, and signed by
lTean Deveaney! Apparently Asmall girl, The letter also

| soliciteda Ce to) provide funds for the tour

hoa PSe Biened by Griffen hinselit
Sagaand

B
r
e

reaencagesae————= =the importance to the workers of the 600d York being
carried on,

\

Iuspecton of Police,

Ay aut

Forwarded to

s Inspector, ;

(Z1IZG 
$v,009/7/24—9841] 
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New Scotland Yard,

SW.1.

=

Dear Mr. MeLIlveney,

In reply please quote S.B,320/ABD/46lof 27.11.28.

I attach, for your information, a photostat letter

from R.F. GRIFFIN, the New Zealand representative

to the recent Congress of the Third International,

to a Communist in this country. fhis includes the

draft of an article on “Imperialism in the South

Seas", which GRIFFIN has written for the "Sunday

Worker" here. Earlier this month a wire to the

effect that GRIFFIN was on his way back to New

Zealand on the S.S. "“Orama" was sent to you.

Lf should be grateful if you would treat this

intercept as very secret. I am sending a copy of it

to the Attorney General's Department in Australia.

Yours sincerely, ;

Lt

W.B. McIlveney, Esq., *
Commissioner of Police,

Police Department,
Johnston Street,

Viellington.
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| Richard Francis Griffin,the

speaker at thismeeting,belongs to

lington......I have pe. ally known

Act/Det Kearton,

Please attend this meetingin

Ohief Detert tue /

Pleasessee report attached}  
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE.
aaei DETECRIVY OPEIGE

Police-station ;_ DUNT

Date?28th. Januery , 1929

[Police—100.

REPORT of_“2etective1.2. Meant, No.249

/

Ghief Detective

Dunedin.

yelative to P8>lic Lecture " TRUTE ABOUT SOVIET RUSSIA" by

R-Fie GRIPRIN, held in Trades Hall, Dunedin on 27/1/29.

~~ (150,000/6/>7—3153,

rr

I respectfully report that ecting ony

instructions reesived I duly attended tre sbove mentioned lecswl

[oturein ‘compeny withConstable Johnston on the night of the

27th. inst. The Lecture commenced onotuaaily at 8pm

Jand termineted at 9:20pm. It was hela in e small room

| In the Trades Hell “and was very poorly attended.

speaker dealt solely with the present working end living condit.

Jos of the working class in Soviet Pussia end Improvements in

| same brought pbout during the Revolutionary Perion.

His chief subjects were:- Factory life: Life in the

| Rde Army & Navy: and the Soviet Justice Department. .

‘There: wes nothing Of a seditious nature about any pert

| of the lecture which consisted purely of the speaker's own

| experiences (vernisWed or unvarnisted) while in Soviet Russia.

There were no tnterjéctions. or questicris esked end
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; Many. , 192 %

REPORT of Ssres Gilligan. E 5 No._1482.

| relative to_Sieharairanei defacing Telegreph pests

r pasters

ad Telszrep

oa da

had been affix 3@ the telegraph posts ia

reading these pesters I aseertaincd that ib was

advertising a leeture to be givea by one RF. Griffin, the sab—

leet matter of the leeture being " Three months ia Soviet Russia }

While reading this poster Mr F. G, Dumeam, Solieiter, iafomed

| me he had seen the man sticking them on the posts ana that this

juan had just turned owt of Stuart street into the Oetagzex, T,
 
jaccompanied by lr Duncan fellewed up amd om turaing inte Gearge

} Z|

Istvess I saw that these posters had veen alse affixed ta the

jtelegraph posts in George street. Coatinuing elong Georg

II eame upon this man, whe was them staeding im the doorway

le T. Iaglis's shop,

Om questioning this ma® he adititted affixing these ha

pests along tne

ity trem any persex

streets.

hé posters

sirect

ramet pri  
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The Chief Detective|ywnicn nas taken place during December 1928.

Wellington.

oe 1428612, GRIFFIN, LE
’

(Police—100a
NEW Z4HALAND aoe

Police-station:; Detective Office W'gton
' Date:January3rd, 7929

BeBeieoje werective! NuWisBaylies at: Nose ese
relative to_ neetings of Comnunist Party,bPlebs League,and Irish

Republican Association during the month of December 1928.
 

 

[150,000,/9/28—8746

I respectfully report that no Public

Meetings whatever have been held by any of the above mentioned

parties during the month od December last.

Communist Richard Francis Griffin,

returned to New Zealand on the SeS.Ulimaroa arriving at Auck-

land on the 25-12-28 , I have noticed Griffin about the streets

during the past week and I understand that it is the intention

of the Comnunist Party to arrange a lecturing tour of New

Zealand,for Griffin anq that the subject of his lectures will

be his eXperienceg while in Russia,

Communist Freeman is still doing casual

work on the Yater-front ,he is not showing a great deal of activ)

ity in connection with the Communist movement.

In all probability Communi st8fvi11 agair

commence to hold meetings now tnat Griffin has returned. I am

informed that their finances are very low at the present time

pre that they are naving a hard battle to keep going.

There is nothing furtner of note

1 Midayle
mEtectyye 2385

dFFa Lest
Bie FSF 



ZHALAND POLICE.

Police-station: Timaru

Dale;_25th Fehruary_

REPORT of__detectiveL.Studholme_
|| relative to_contemplated strikehaving been engineered_

_for the 3rd February,1930,
[150,000/4/29—1262"Videattached"

; I beg to report that I had no knowledge
of any strike having been engineered for the 3rd instant.
As far as I can gather it has not been spoken of in Timaru,

To the No "One Day"strike has eventuated here.Inspector of Police
Timaru
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[Police—100a.

NEW ZEALANDPOLICE.
a’ Police-station; Detective OfficeWellington

Date: Zebruary 6th , 1930

[VEIOOSIP ag}EMCEEVE PETE DNUNEBS

relative toContenplated Strike to take place on the 322-30.
"Vide the attached"

 

I respectfully report that I hav

‘given theyabove mentioned matter special attention ,but as will })

be #een by my previeus reports nothing evertuated on tie 3-2-3(

The Gonvmnist Party and the socalled "Labour Defence League”

made only feeble attempts to organize this strike. I wat unable

. catch avy of the members of either party mixing with wonkers

for the purpose of advocating this’ sitrike,and I think that ‘the

real attempt to organize +misomkxike was by sending out

papphilets and writing articles which they published in thein

Baper The Red’ Worker.
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NEW 4EALAND POLICE.

Police-station:Detective OfficeYellington

fe: Bebruary 6th ___, 198@

_, No2385_
ch -advocated by, the Communist Party Pq

ls0,(900/4/29—1368

TL respectfully forward herewith

Lipping Strom the ‘Evening Fost" of Wednesday the 5th February "

[1950. This article Ceals with an attempt by the Communist

Party to hold a Gne Lay Strike op the 3rd of February 1930

lrith a view to showing Cissatisfaction in connection with t

|"War Regulations" under whieh some of their members were

jconvieted some time ago,anc who are now serving terme of

|imprigenment. The strike was to also show that the

Labourers of this coumtry were not saticfied with the recent

ia trouble.

From Gisereet ingu\iries whieh T have 
[ seen cut I have ascertained that the attachéd artilcle was

mitten by one PETER BUSLUR now of the General Laboure

nd cue time)a member of the Communist Fatty yellington, But

Ow Cissociated from them.
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DETECRIVE OMFICE

ST BORNE

AtH eke DRU RNaOoOm

Reporwtior De-Sseuavye ites €od xc ConvempleradychritoneN tue

DitSched.

et eepacmuiny epost hes IL igve syout §.consiees

thinepabeute the wirx ves suncemdice toc lpi: 02

thetCommapstoner 0) Solices syst):

Possuble; ss dikdexoodton sagivike,, ui ihay> been tyoht eave :

‘Clit Sin suger

wel

One coneatnds ita

Peatemiosiieonn esrnee Nounune ios ‘grebickDe oS

BNt Cdpoe dor Geel GOnever eWwrg3 biti mato LG

qhovlae leg sre shyhbinewinttectane 0S: elder iss Ours:

Hj cnecurSmOGu.

Tesparcwo:, Cuvalawren

Gisponne

since the receipt of your memorandum, but no signs of

— ‘Inspector of Folice,

4 :
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€ [Police—80a.

i NEW ZEALAND POLICE.
Ss  

Memorandum for 4
4
  

\ The Commissionerof Police, District Office,__Greymouth,__

r __WELLINGTON, ___4th.Webruary. 1930,

SUBJECT: CONTEMPLATED STRIKE - 3/2/30.

  

Nothing eventuated in this District

in respect to the contemplated strike on the

3rd. Instant. All Coal Mines and other industries

were fully mamed on that date.

The isste was put to a meeting of the

Blackball Miners Union, tut was defeated, while

the State Coal Mines at Runanga decided to take

no action, tt to let the matter rest in the hands

of the District Council.

in "The Red Worker", (registered as a j

newspaper), dated 2.1.30, and published by the

proprietor, J.J.Robinson, 40 Mortimer Crescent,

Wellington, at the Office 166d, Vivian Street,

‘ there appears an article "Release Griffin and Murphy"

in that article a “one day strike by all workers in

“\ ll industries on February ara, was advocated,

  
of Police.

 



ORT. aeoonstebte Percy Alsop, ‘ No.2264.
Sra Pr

relative Movie "Gontompiated Strike" Vide attached
 

memorandum from.‘the Commissioner.

2, ; .

 

gis RS ks I beg to report that I have made dis- whee
< , coneet inquiries .re this matter so far as’ it - Aca
Ao een Ft affects ‘this Gertetot.s par Bo

aa ae p oi an antommcdreiat “eherei tia sideratene
pa R: APN no tall Sof aTON DAY STRIKE" at the Pallyzal5y

pe Tomoane. or Whalcatu Freezing Works.

‘

i

{ i My. informents are ‘aidacbly associated a:
h ‘ with the individuals likely’ to participate ina

movement of this nature, and I am assuredthat
the men ‘are contented, and there is no suggestion— ;
ofa strike here, ‘ f

In the. event of any subsequent’ happen-
, , ~ingsrelating to proposed strikes, my informants _

have promised to acquaint me of full particulars. —

Senr. Sergt. Dempsey.

‘Hastings.

 

   



Inspector of Polic

WANGANUT
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(Police—100a. wy
NEW ZRATAND POLICE.

Police-station;DetectiveOffice, Wenganui,

_SistJanuary _—s«. 19-«BO

ae No._2090_

 

~{150,000/5/28—8746

I respectfullyreport having made inquiries
regarding this matter

So fer asI nat§ascertain the different

and thet
eerie vin ttthe ggest of the Comanie?Jee would not
be given ‘Shtect™to, n Wengami.

‘ I attach hereto a oopy. of a@ poster that
has been posted up about the waterfront and RaifWay buildings.
Papers herewith, ‘|

ive No.2090

 



‘ REPOR

|

(Police—100s.

NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

Police-station:Queen'sWhart,Weton.

Dates29thTannary —,: 19 30,

T of DetectiveSergeant W.Tricklebank , No._1796._

velative to_alleged contemulated one day strike, Vide_

attached memorandum dated15/1/4950,
[150,000/4/29—1262

i begto report having made careful enquiries

failed to obtain any reliable information that a strike will

take place. I havo interviewed all the reliable Officials

about the Wharves, but failed to learn anything.

At 2 pan. yesterday the 28/1950 I was talking to

ur Johnston, Secretary of the Waterside Workers (mion, I asked

him if there was any chance of a strike taking place, he

laughted at the idea, stating that it was just a few hot heads

who were talking, Ho further stated that there was no hope

of getting the Waterside Workers to come out on strike.

From my general enquiries about the Waterfront, there

seems little hope of the Waterside Workers or Searien coming out

as all d

ne continue my enquiries and should I ennfae,

|T will report accordingly,

Hoad District, Detective Sergeant 1796,

Wellington,

 

about the Waterfront regarding the alleged one day strike, but °

#4

 



[Police—100,. /

Date: 28thJanuary _, 19 50

REPORT of_donnBruce Young, DetectiveSergeant, No.1611

ENERO) ZEAEACNE IP@ankGkis

Police-station; Christchurch

| relative to__Secretmemorandum fromtheCommissioner ofPolice

re CONTEMPLATED STRIKE,
(150,000/4/a9—1262

I have to report that I have given this matter very

| careful attention since receipt of the attached memorandum

and ascertained that the matter is apparently being engineered

by the Communist Party, I heve obtained a copy of their

official publication "The Red Worker” and it deals with the

agitation for the "One Day Strike" on the 3rd February 1930,

The copy is forwarded herewith,

I have been unable to obtain any evidence of any action

| being taken vy any of the Labour Unions here in furtherance

of this Strike movement, The matter will receive every

attention and any information received will be promptly

| reported,

Sydney H,Fournier, the leader of the Communists here

| is at present beingkept under surveillance, with a view to

| obtaining evidence of the distribution of propaganda re Samoa

referred to in the Commissioner's Secret memorandum $0/5of

| the 26rd instant, As yet there has been no evidence of

| distribution by him,

The Chief ee , (4 (4
=: Muti 7 erty

Christchurch Detective Sergeant No 1611,  
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[Police—100.,

NEW 4EBALAND POLICE.

Police-station: vective Office,

Daten28thJanuary

REPORT ofDetective P.j.Nelder

| yelative to_Contemplatedsivike.

Sactoeeiiemebteaiieeie diane cinta ie testi {150,000/4/ap—ra6a,

as respectfully report that further tomy report of

| the 25th instant re a Strike beins engineered for the 3rd

proximo,I have Since ascertained that a printed circular has

been issued,headed,"Toe Only Effective Protest,against the

prosecution of 4 members of the Commnist Party under the War

Regulations Act. Imprisonment of Griffin,iiunro,iurphy, ond

| Mershall." The body of the circular suggests a

| conbined strike of the workers on the 3nd of February 1930,in

| an effort to compel the capitalist class to release the

| prisoners’. (These men were recently prosecuted under the

| War Regulations Continuance Act 1920 et Wellington.)
| The circulaa/ealis for preyaretions for 2 one day Strike,on
| 3rd Tebruary,for the repeal of the War Regulations Continuance

jActsana for the release! of tie prisoners named. The Circular

jis issued by the Geniral Committee of the Comimunist Party of

New Zealand.

As far as I have been able to ascertain I believe that

yet circular was issued at Wellington, Up to the present I

| nave been unable to obtain a copy,but will make every effort to)!

Ch-Detective, | do so.
Auckland, The Commissioner asked that any information obtained

should be communicated to him,

mective Now2374.

The Insvector/
There is little probability of the

strike taking place. Mise

Chief Detective.
=,, 28/1/30

ee—
Sette WWpeace

  



[Police—100a. /

NEW 4HALAND POLICE.

Detective Office Police-station; Nepier

Date: 278 Seman

REPORT of Deteotive Sergt T Fitzgibbon t Baste

| velative to__ "Contemplated strike” Vide Eeaaed memorandum
!

| from the Commissioner.

|
|

report having inguiries in town and also
eee

| aaveraie souamce ibe elas qcrwoata tofeloertien
|ipsting in the strikebut then ever heard of it.
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(Police—100a. /é

NEW ZRALAND POLICE.

Police-station; Neeruawahia

Date: 20thJanuary,1920. , 192
REPORT of William Carran, Sonstable eh be No.2295:

1 Number of miners employed in Mines in the
relative 10_tetawe fa Folice istrict. Si

 

iEMidesitached.” aneee

I respectfully report that the Weipa Colleriesa,

Glenmassey, is the only Mine in thie Police District.

I have interviewed Mr. T. Thompson (Wanager) and

ascertained from him that there are 121 men employed there -

29 above ground and 92 under-ground,: Bhey comprise of

miners, truckers, shiftmen, &. ;

With regard to any comm’ntcation with the Rothbury

(Australia) miners, Mr Thompson informs me that Mining

Delegates from that Mine were over here about two or three

months ago - he could give no definite date-and addressed

the Glenmassey Minera. As a@ result a levy on every miner's

earnings were made to sssist the miners over there. It is

understood that thie levy is made on every miner's wages

throughout New Zealend.

Although ether discreet inquiries were made no other

communication of any kind between the miners here and those

at Rothbury could be escertuined.

No trouble of any kind is anticipated by the -fficials

at thig Mine within the near future.

I was unable to get into touch with Mr Thompson sooner

The | than today-henoe the delay in returning thie file.
Insp-ctor of Polite,
HAMILTON

Gonst.o.  



[Police—100..

ZHALAND POLICH.

Police-station; | -+-0 .u on

Date; ~~

ORT ofiiea constable #.i.Ap14
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[Police—100a.

NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

Se Police-station:DetectiveOffice Wellington

Date;January14th _ 19 30

REPORTofdetectiveN. Ws Baylis. _, No._2385

LXTRACTSPESPTES
TAKEN JLWIEN |

| relative to_Communist Farty - attempt to organize a One Day

Strike to take Place on the“ara of BSPeueeyy 1930.
 

[150,000/4/29—126

I respectfully report having made

|inquiries regarding the attached leaflet,with the following

| results- ,
This leaflet is one of a number which have been

printed and sent out by the Wellington Central Committee of

the Communist Party who are operating in conjunction with the

| Labour Defence League. The Labour Defence League have also

printed leaflets similar to this one.and these have also been

distributed.

On the I2th Inst Detective Murray

| end I attended a meeting of theLabour Defence League,and

| this one Day Strike idea was openly advocated by the speakers

| there. In view of this Detective Murrayand I interviewed the

| three men pepvonetyr for that meeting their names are

it, secretary L.D.L. r2ktigee avenue.

79 Aro Street.

» 40 Mortimer Terrace.

| I questionedthese men about the attached leaflet,but they

| would not make any admissions. Scott stated that he was not

| @ member of the Communist Party but admitted that he was

| Secretary of the Labour Defence League. vaten who states that

| he arrived in New Zealand from Australia about five weeks ago

| admitted that he was a member of the Communist Party and when

asked if he would repudiate the fact that he was member of the

Central Committe of the Communist Party and was in part

responsible for the attached leaflet he stated that he would

not. Robinson also said that he woulé not repudiate that he

was on the Central Comittee and was partly responsible for 
the attached leaflet. Beyond this these men would admit 



i]

 

nothing further.

In my report of the I2th Inst I have referred

to these men . It will be seen that I have mentioned there that Scott

wes known to me as a member of the Communist Party. My reason for

that was because when handing back books seized by the Police in

connection with the cases against Griffin,Murphy, Munro and Marshall,

Scott accepted them,and signed for them at the Communist Head Quarters

I66d Vivian Street . In addition to this he spends the whole of his

time at these Head Quarters ,and although he denies it,there is no

doubt©in my mind about his being an active member of the Communist

Party

Regarding the man Waten, he is a recent

arrival in New Zealand from Australia. He speaks with a foreign

accent and is gmmmkankix about 26 years of age. I have not met him

before and it would appear that Sunday night last was his first

sppermance af a member of the Communist Party here.

Robinson has been connected with the

Communist Party for some time,but it is only recently (singe the

imprisonment of Griffen and Murphy) that he has been taking part

at the meetings.

These three men have been warned that

they will probably meet trouble if they continue to openly advocate

force and strikes. They are no doubt responsible for the printing of,

amd distributing of the attached leaflet.

Detec sive85.
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[Police—100a, q

NEW 4HALAND POLICE.

ee eR Police-station WellingtonDetective Office,

Date: _i2th. |.12th.January,— -, 19306

REPORT of0— Detective tw. We Baylie, ©, No. 2385.0)

velative to Meeting called by the Labour Defence League held

[150,000/4/29—1262

I respectfully report that in company with

Detective Murray I attended a meeting held by the Labour

Defence League in the Gaiety Hall, Abel Smith Posereee

at 8 p.m. this evening (Sunday the 12/1/1930). -A-eopyof .

the advertisements relating to this meeting which appeared

in the "Evening Post" of Saturday the 11/1/1930, are

attached hereto.

At 8 pem., when 45 persons all told were present

in the Hall, Detective Murray and myself were called forward —
to the speakers' table. Aman named Scott addressed us

in an undertone and told us that a mistake had been made

by advertising the meeting as a public one. It was really :

meant to be a private meeting for members and intending

| members of the Labour Defence League. He requested us

to leave the Hall for this reason. We pointed out to him

that as the meeting was advertised as a public meeting, and

the public had no doubt gathered there as a result of its

being advertised, we would have to attend and treat it as

@ public meeting. Detective Murray asked the three men

their names. The speaker said his name was Scott; another
said his name was Watten; whilst the third man gave his name

as Robinson. Scott is known to me as a member of the

Communist Party. Scott then intimated that they would

commence it as a private meeting and request all who were

not members or intending members to leave. Detective

The Chief Detective, Munray pointed out to him that as it was advertised as a WELLINGTON. Public Meeting it would have to be opened as such, and if Boi Riee





ve ce
theyso desired they could hold @ private meeting afterwards.

‘We then returned to a position a@ the rear of the audience.

2 ciatosaes da ttcien sentetcoenie pcsctaeeeceeten

advertised, by calling on Comrade Watten to address the

meeting for about 20 or25 minutes. Watten then got up

and said that he would address the meeting on the Samoan

question and the recent convictions against Griffin, Murphy

‘andothers forbeing inpossesionofworking class literature.
He said that both subjects were closely connected. It was

theBossClass: scing the Samoansbecause they refused to

| payunjust taxes which had been imposed upon them. He

referred to this as the "Thug" methods ofthe Boss Class.

‘The Samoans were a peaceful people who hadsufficient to live

todeny these people the right to live their om lives and

PE RSENSEeareeee Soa

“Gupprest tie cansue banisentEovicdallawititery cereeeeee

suid agus FOLEGD) Raelet daa Eases. asburceiger=o

wes ‘wendieee asideennee

s the working class. Itwas an attack upon

pyvand.£%.made\ne resisted.

class literature. minctced could that do? The Labour

Partyhad been proved to be a party which approved the

Capitalist methods. How couldit expect a change of heart

in the Ward Goverment by sending a deputation protesting

against the recent convictians. The Labour Party had 



 

cy

betrayed the working class. They allowed the Capitalist

Class to deliberately suppress literature which was

essential for the education of the workers. The Capital-

ists could read what they liked, but they were not going te

allow the working classes to read books which would be

Likely to educate them on indu&strial matters. The

Communist Party had made its slogan "A one day strike to

take place on the 3rd. February." They of the Labour

Defence League advocated this one day strike also. They

must organise and do all in their power to make it a

success on February 3rd. The more who supported the

strike, the better. It must be a general strike. This

would show the Ward Government that the working class was

determined in its protest against the "Thug" methods

employed by the Capitalists in the suppression of working

class literature and the shooting of the Samoans.

Brief discussion followed. There were one

ot two speakers and one question asked was "What signif-

ieance or connection was there between the Samoan question

and the recent conviction of Griffin, Murphy and others?"

Part of the above related facts outlined by Watten were

said in answer to this question.

A Communist known to me as Arthur Finch

Marshall (one of the four recently convicted for being

in possession of prohibited literature) was a member of

the audience. He rose and addressed the meeting. He

repeated much of what Watten had already said. He

mentioned about the sending of Police, Military and a

warship to Samoa. They must protest in a forceful

manner against the shooting of the Samoans and the

suppression of working class literature. He stated that _

|



 

the Labour Party had betrayed the working class. He ref-

erred to the Rothbury Strike in Australia and pointed outtthe

suppressive methods employed there. He also instanced a

recent mine strike on the West Coast where 30 odd Police were

"dumped" (armed) into a small mining town with 1,000 population,

The Police had, as a result, brought wp trumped up charges

against some of the miners in connection with a demonstration

which they carried out. In talking about the Samoans, he

eee that the Ward Govermnent had simply provoked the Samoans

into resistance, and this was being done in New Zealand. (He

used the word "provoked" on the prompting af a member of the

audience). He said that already pamphlets had been distribute

advocating a one day strike for the 3rd. February, but that was

not sufficient. Committees would have to be organised and

every one would have to do his utmost amongst his workmates to

ensure the success of the strike. It did not matter if there

were only 5 men employed in a firm, a member must do his best

amongst them. It might be possible to get one mine to

strike, or one ship to strike. It might be possible to get

all the mines to strike or all ships to strike. These

methods used by the Capitalist were an attempt to reduce the

workers to the level of the workers in England and other

Countries where a low level prevailed. The one day strike

on February 3rd. would be a means of defeating the aims of

the Capitalists by showing them that the workers were determinec

to resist. As an instance of how the Goverrment was out to

suppress the working class, he drew the audience's attention

to the fact that there were two detectives present, and he

pointed us out. He said that as this was a private meeting

we ought to be mde to leave. All eyes were turned in our

direction. Shere were several "hear, hears". Detective

Murray then interrupted and addressing those present said that



the meeting had been publicly advertised and we were attending it as

wewould do any publicmeeting . He told them that the matter of

our presence there had already been discussed with the speakers.

He stated that he desired to point out that in openly advocation the

suse of force and strikes as they had been doing , theywere comnittin:
_-—ss a serius offenceagainst the law.

= Marshall concluded almost immediately

after this. The Chairman Robinson said therewas aparentlyno

further discussion . He stated that it was hisintention to close

the Public Meeting and call aPrivate Meeting of members and

intending menbers of the LabourDefence League. He then ordered thi

allnon-menbers or persons who éid not intendto becone menbers ,7

leave the hall. About 10, including the speakers,remained. The P

PublicMeeting closed at 835pomshaving2eeted about 25minutes.
I mightmention that both Watten a

Marshall te oPeeaad cach cuquayatvers iaepactaaiatisaed
drawing attentiontotheYar Regulations Act andhavingit

Rasptesiees shashetse anes eetaamaan

eethe speakers, ant

1g tile stdcsantonltetue panels Schl.

3 Artinyinoh merehaldte! oneoF the

neaEee falsKeainct heneongestnea

feine eeeonaaaia

TF ChinnPICseuner

Mie,
SeSivad Fir 76Cet-—_—. 



Lys wnb a tn

a bvewuwe fosr

  

apOO

  



stenee 3./”
/hdéhdEAcopy

From (soureshe* Me Muttald Reference: ‘Geliiagton Date: SOOM fame, 1927 iS
eae Itt Bile (C.P. N.Z.)

Original on 2EM® (Seenen’s Valen, Yollington)

Received on 140661927 HLcopies by. eS On 240162958 Eure

 

ATs ASTATESSyemt
 

SpevniesSeer
Party ao verysagen $eans

PeiNERS

SAATSE
>

this ease cones before the Sourt a full report ef theease will be furnished

wante ofBeSoleTetae

MSDE,

Sugegantatntng,the

 



 

 

sia 4 Ke

(ye. wD
Sei.

 

|

}

|



ee as)
Ab¢TtKER)coPY Ss tee

2ee Reference: _ Solitngtom eaeDate: ‘27tmTemuexy,1927

" WRb/ File (C.P.N.Z.)

, oi 145301988

eae esasRientienee
 

 

se

naa > ¥ cars rs St a ee
my a: Ba:ee x ' :

B yoy

Laie, the Soometary, vs Te Youtos aber tea
a —<

ae oe

a ae

 




