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gi renewal of the sctivities that have previously brought de Renzy

 

   

   
    

       

      
     

~

Report of

keeping a discreet watch on him. Mr
information to himself and will let me

 

 

  

"ie

Detectivetage

15 th June 1943,

eeeee Det Sergt.E.A.Stevenson, No. 2627.

relative to ..... Desmond de RENZVY - employment of,

CIGOGESOPSAIYIUYODIVIOVEDS

is now employed as a process worker at the engineering plant of
Messrs Mason and TForter Lid. Mt.Wellington. Thie firm is at
present engaged almost. exclusively on war work - producing hand
grenade casings, landing barge parts, trench morter parts, Bren gun
varrier tracks etc.

I have this day seen the Works Superintendent,
Mr Redwood; he informed me that de Renzy had been employed there
about a fe pind - and his work consists in using a file on the |.
eastings for 8 ip's portlights for landing barges. He receives a

Ba , yet man's report on him is
xplosives anewer sed in the works, the
rn one and ilities of fire or sabotage

} cistent.. As yetdeRenzy has not attracted
unusualnoticeinany way.

I respectfully report that de Renzy (P.G. oe

4
j
;
i

 

          
      

     

As willbe seen by the attached memorandum
ae Renzy was sent to this employment bythe District Manpower Officer,

There has been no further. isteoudee here of u

“under notice from tine to time and - for what it is worth -he has
told me on more than one occasion during the paet year that he j
is finished with such matters and will be no further source of ;
trouble.. Be r ;With his widowed mother and my :
inquiries show tt not working he seldom epee.out

sonce or twiee a week.

he Works . a
din tveee waea :

t and 4
i derkgesing this j

    
   
   

 

   
   

    

 

  
   

‘Porters Ltd. that the Police are’ f
conduct of de Renzy from a Security v

     

 

oe
My own opinion is eee sae

de Renay *remaining in this empioymen’ »

A part file was forwarded 9
date de Renzy was fined £5 for wrongfully wearir
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In yourreply, please quote

NS_4808)

 

NewZeAtanp.~

“NATIONAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT.
Manpower Division.)

ISTRICT OFFICE,
P.O.Box 1484,AUCKLAND C.1.

and June ,19l.3.

Detective-S gt. , STEVENSON,
Gentral Police Station,
AUCKLAND.

Dear Sir,

Desmond De RENZY.

As you requested to be inform-
ed of the above-named man's move=-
ments I have to advise that he was
directed to commence work as a
process worker with Messrs.Mason &

Porter Ltd., Panmure on the 1st Jiume.

Yours faithfully,

PREDISTRI NPOWER ICER,
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$.39/60

. ee

. ».Smond de Renzy.

The Sub Inv. Dets.

: de Renzy is not yet in
any regular employment. He is
still in Auckland ana residing
with his mother at 7 Massey Av.
Green Lane.. His position with
the Manpower Office is not yet
finalised and he is still doing
casual gardening work, earning
from 6/= to 10/- per half-day.

On date~at the M.c.
Auckland de Renzy was convicted
and fined £5 for wrongfully
wearing the badge ofthe
N.Z.Returned Soldiers! Associatioc-n; (Military Decorations and ~Distinctive Badges Act 1918).
This part file will be attached
to the main file &.39 °
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The Sub Insp.
Aucklarid.

$ 259/60
NEW ZBALAND POLICE

Detective Office, Auckland.

20-th April 1943.

Det.Sergt.2. A.Stevenson, Wo,2627.Na

a Desmond de RENZY - employment of.

; respectfully report that the Commissionet
of the position re de Renzy since his

de Renzy has not returned to ‘Hamilton, vide
graph my report dated 25 rd March 1943,though he has

been notified oe he Manpower Office at Hamilton to do so;their
last memorandum t« | effect being dated the 9 th inst. This.

2 © ce with inquiries made by Det Sergt,Murray,
‘his report dated 50 ult.

y is still residing with his mother and
Ree Bane. He informed me yesterday
finality and permission from the Manpower
rk in Auckland.. In the meantime he is

ing work,earning from 10/- to 16/- for a
jo in receipt of the soldier's Rehabilitatio
eu for 13 weeks,dating from 13.3.45.

fo e the position regarding de Renzy's
land Ma power Office will not plece

21 from the Hamilton Office to return
to york in Auckl A he latter office will not release him
from his employme in that town as they tell him that the Police
have stated that they do not want him working in Auckland.
oe i

So fer as the Police are concerned I do not
think there is any real objection to de Renzy being allpwed to
work and live in Auckland and help to support and live with his
blind Mother, so long as ‘the Commissioner's instruction dated
1 st December 1942 is complied with. That wes ,of c ourse, the
purpose of my consulting the Manpower authorities in the first
place about de Renzy.

As can be seen from the last two or three
reports on this file de Renzy is the subject of a separate file
with a view to prosecution for a breach of the Military Decorations

and DERerNe eecees Act 1918.

For information vlease.

a. Eire :

Det Sergt.

 

Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Senior Sergeant
Auckland Central.

300,9°4/10/40—9512)

REPORT of. Constable T.d.-Keoran

—

[Police—100.
NEW ZEALAND POLICE. (e

 

Police-station:; AucklandCentral

 

Date;_1 st. September 194.2

, No.Sempovary

| relative to Observations of Undersirable persons seen in the

Streets of Auckland by me for the fortnight ending 1/9/41.

 

Regulation No. 138.

 

I respectfully report. that for the fortnight ending

the 1 st. September 1941, I have observed the following

undersirable persons in the Streets of Auckland.

Name. Sime Date Where & with whom seen,

Preston Walter @ 8 a.m. 28/8/41 Airedale Street alone.

Con. .
P.G. 1939 P. 419

Photo, 1915 Pe 3.

Maa (Kenpo
aefe able,
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P
W

NEW ZEALAND POLICE. [Police—100a.

Heteotive. office
Police-station:Hamilton._

— Date:30th.March_, 194 3.
ce

Se

REPORTof_______petective-SergeantW..R.Murray ..____, No._2445.

relative to___Desmond de RENZY - allegedlywearingan"R.S.A."badgea
breach of the Military Seaeretoes and Distinctive Badges Act 1916.

   

 

I respectfully report with reference to the above that the
local Man Power Office and the N.Z. Co-operative Dairy Company Ltd.
have no intimation or idea on the subject of de Renzy's return to ~
Hamilton. Further, the Dairy Company mentioned, who were de Renzy's
former empleyers, understand they have finished with his services and
do not want him back: and the information available at the Man Power
Office here is that they have no job in prospect for de Renzy to fill.

In view of de Renzy's general evasiveness and apparent ability
to retard any efforts to send him to any place where he does not want
to go - as already demonstrated in the main file - it seems that the
question of how, when and where he is to go may continue for a long
time before anything definite is known. go instead of holding up

this matter indefinitely, there would be no objection to the Auckland

Police charging and proceeding against de Renzy there if he would be

Pleading “guilty” which may be preferable to the present uncertain

position as far as proceeding against him at Hamilton is concerned.

The Inspector of Police, 7Kcy
Detective-Sergeant 2445%HAMILTON.
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NEY ZEALAND POLICE

 

' ;
Detective Office,
Auckland.

25 rd March 1945.

 

Report of «esece Det Sergt.B.A-Stevenson, No.8627.

Yelative to wesc Desmond de Renzy - allegedly wearing a "R.S.A."
badge in breach of the Military Decorations and
Peabo Badges Act,1918.

SOCHPODRATQACCOMME: ¥

 

I respectfully report that on making inquiries
of the Returned Soldiers’ Association &t Auckland I was informed by
the Secretary,Mr R.G.Mason that there was no record of anyone
named de Renzy having joinéé or applied to join the Association,
and further, that no badge of the Association had been issued to
anyone of that name.

de Renzy ie still in Avcklend,living with his
mother at 7 Massey Avenue, Greenlane,and relying on 4 doctor's
certificate he has been hoping that he will not be mede to return
to his clerical work in the office of the New Zealand Co-Operative
Dairy Co. at Hemilton. However,I have today been informed by the
Auckland Manpower Office that de Renzy has now heen examined by
the Medical Board who report that he is quite fit for clerical work.
There fore the Manpower Office are now notifying de Renzy that he
is to return to his work at Hamilton.

At this office on the 17 th inst. I interviewed
de Renzy about the matter of the R.eSeA. badge. Please see his
statement attached in which he now says that the statement that he
made to Det.Sergt.Murray at Hemilton was untrue so far as the badge
Wasconcernsd.. He did not have the badge in his possession when
I interviewed him; he maintains thet he must heave lost itafter
taking it from his coat lapel following the interview with the
Hamilton Police and that though he has searched for it he does not
know where it 1s noWee.e He said that the badge was the 1942-43
badge of the Association,with the current yellow coloured clasp.
He said that the badge had belonged to his uncle James Melvin
Mckenzle,who died at the Auckland Hospital on 6.2.45 - these
statements have been verified... The number on the badge would
be 74203 end it would have beén issued by the Dargaville branch
of the N.Z.Returned Soldiers' fAssn.. .de Renzy has now handed to
me &wo other badges thet were the property of his uncle - one an
earlier type R.S.A. badge bearing his uncle's regimental number
and the other a Canterbury Kegiment badge of the last war.

As de Renzy is not and has not been a member of
the New Zealand Returned Soldiers' Assn. he has,by wearing the badge
of the association, committed a breach of the wititary Badges and
Distinctive Decorations Act 198, Sec, 4(2).

In the New Zealand Gazette, Vol.2,page 1558
the New Zealand Returned Soldters' Assn. is gazétted as an
association or society incorporated under the Incorporated Societies
Act 1908.. Further the badge of the Assiciation is defined and
assigned.. The badge is defined as follows = “ A metal badge
consisting of a bar surmounted by a Crown and the letters N.Z. with
the are od a circle below the bar,and having the words "Returned
Soldiers Association" inscribed on the bar and arc".

»fle Renzy was wearing the badge st Hemilton when
seen by Det Set.Murrey on 4.3.45, but in the event of a prosecution
the badge could not now be produced as de Renzy says that he has
since lost tee. Considering de Renzy's history it may be thought
thrt he should be charged-at Hamilton as he will no doubt be
returning there within a few dayse EY

The Sub Ifsp. Dets,
Auckland+ Te tuap. : , Det.Sergt.

SOYALML ‘
Saye . HE
23,343, : frie Pg/
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[Police—100a.

NEW ZEALAND POLICE.
DetectiveOffice,

: Police-station :___Hamilton, 3

Date:10th.March,_, 1943.

SeiteatateesBates1:naan, ROARS

| relative to_pesmond deRENZY.

 

(yide_attachedfile)

I respectfully report as follows with reference to

the attached file concerning this man de Renzy and following

the instructions contained in the Commissioner's minute

herein of the 25/2/43:-

I had an interview with de Renzy , mainly with regard

to his conduct during the brief period he has been here

in Hamilton and which principally had to do with the

following matters: -

(1) He has been setting out that he has been employed in

the Army Intelligence - Overseas (an admittedly false

statement). In one instance he allegedly claimed to

have served in the Army Intelligence in Singapore:

(2) He has been waaring an "R.S.A." badge to which he is

not entitled:

(3) In excuse of his absenteeism, he was telling people
that a brother of his, who was a prisoner of war in
Germany, had died, and word of this had been received

while he was at home which accounted for his delay in
returning to work - which again is an admittedly false
story:

(4) He is most wmsatisfactory to his employers in that he
absents himself without leave - Hamilton being so
handy to his home town, Auckland, that he goes there
at Week-ends and returns when it suits his liking.
At the time of writing this report (5.15 p.m. Wednesda)

s 10/3/43) he has not reported at his lodgings or at
4 his place of employment since Friday, 5/3/43, when

he left to presumably spend the week-end at his home
in Auckland, His employers inform me that they have
reported this further case of his "absenteeism" to
the Man Power Office for what further action may be
taken. As mentioned in de Renzy's statement, he
furnished an application to resign his present job,
his application being supported by a medical certifi-
cate, and I am told it is the intention of the Man
Power Office to place him in other employment here
when a suitable vacancy occurs.

The Inspector, In personal contact with de Renzy, he impresses one
HAMILTON. with his apparent meekmess and respect for authority, an
=ae interview being puncutated by his frequent remarks of

"Yes sir,... No sir, ... I appreciate that sir, ... I
am very sorry sir," and so on. Yet this file seems to
disclose that his imagination and flair for romancing
continues - talking to him and warning him having little
or no effect - and he is obviously not settling down to
work in Hamilton. 100,000/2/40—1795%)
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(2)

The Commissioner's minute of the 25/2/43 directs,or
would seem to direct, that this present position concerning
de Renzy should be reported to the Commissioner's Office,
but perhaps the file should first be referred to the Auckland
Police to verify that de Renzy is there and what he is doing.

It would seem that any action which can be taken to
"bring home" to de Renzy the wrongfullness of his false
representations, should be taken when there is ground for
such action, and so I have made the matter of his wearing
an "R.S.A." badge without authority, the subject of a
separate file, for further inquiry and possible action
under the provisions of the Military Decorations and
Distinctive Badges Act, 1918" as set out in a copy of the
report on the subject which is attached to this file.

Detective -sergcentf 2445.

Yat 2»~Leah

he
)

inspector of Polics,
Hamilion,
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The New Zealand Co-operative Dairy Company
Say Limited.

“ eee PHONES 4020, 4021,
Pereaeaak MANUFACTURERS AND MERCHANTS Tenens aes ee
coves: x.0.c, or Datry PRODUCE aoz4, 4025,

WESTERN UNION

fTREDad PRIVATE MAIL BAG WHEN REPLYING PLEASEBENTLEY'S Quote No.
Licpen’s

HAMILTON, N.Z.
5th Mar. 1943.

Detective Sergeant Murray,
Police Station, t
HAMILTON.

 

Dear Sir,

With reference to one Desmond de Renzy now
an employee of this Company. I enclose herewith a
copy of the Application Form completed by this man prior
to his engagement by us.

Questiomicat the time of engagement regarding
his previous clerical experience, he indicated that the bulk
of his time had been spent in shipping activities. This
was up to the time that he joined the Forces. Whilst in
the Army he was attached to Army Intelligence and mentioned
that he had been in Singapore, but I did not ask, nor did he
give me any details regarding the nature of his work.

On making enquiries I find that an impression
is generally abroad in this office to the effect that this

men was in Singapore and I believe he has made a statement on
these lines to one at least of our Juniors.

Yours faithfully,

OD: IMM CHIEF CLE
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THE

NEW ZEALAND CO-OPERATIVE DAIRY COMPANY,
~ LTD.

; Es

APPLICATION FOR EMPLOYMENT
Applicants must answer all questions in their own handwriting, in ink.

1. Whatis:your full name? Desmond de Renzy

 
 

 

2. Where were you born? AUCKLAND When? 1920

3. Whatis your present address?....'"Bella-Vista" 2 Knox Street, Hamilton

4, Occupation or profession?.. Clerk ¥

5. What is your religion? Church of..Bnglend

6. Where were you educated?... Takapuna. Grammar. School, Auckland

What standards passed? Senior Free Place and Matriculation

7. Are you a total abstainer?.. Yes

8. Give a record of positions held by you, including your present or last employer:

fy, . 1 ]

‘otto Foti, mM| satay aicitsa Address wheeyn
and year) and year)
 

Shipping)
Nov 1935 Nov.19lj0.Repres-.. 4-0-0 Mssrs Russell & Somers 83 Customs Volunteer |

sentative p.w. Ltd St. Auckland in Army

adorei SUF. Discharged

 

     
 

 

Jan. 191.0 23.Ded Army...| £3-10-Q Army.Dept. evexsaa:
. aS z DeWe rer Through

2 Intelligenke *...”... : eh ctr t Sickness

9. If you were ever discharged, state frankly for what reason NO

10. Are you married or single?..... Single If married, how many children have you? ..
(State if widower or widow) ‘

11. Whoelse is depending on you for support? Mother i : Seed aeee

12. Please give below the names and addresses of three persons who have had a close personal acquaintance with you,

 

 
 

 

 

   

5 and whoare not related to you:

i NAME OCCUPATION ADDRESS
j 3°

.. Mr. ReKe. Sharp. ..... ..|.. Shipping ‘Manager .. | 22. Woodward .Avee Mt.Albert

Mr. Ve. Dawson... |.. Casing..Operator if..Massey.Ave.quecetane,..Bill

‘Mr. Le G..-Metcelfe........| Customs: Clerk ss UiGt.South RaoR 6
= Aucki a

: 13. State salary desired AWARD... WAGE... eee Besant peesettai oeOSSs

; Date...26/2/43... Signature ..."De..de.Renzy" ed aie AS ae

Please note that all employees are Required to zioin. the Employees’ puperenceare Fund.

  

97169

I CERT that this is a true: copy. of the ApplicationFor
ieeeerye and under date 16/2/43 the Originalbeing
held at this office. wake GLERK
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REPORTof
| relative to 2 " "

The Inspector,

HAMILTON.

700,000/2/40—27951]  

Coppi
NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

Detective fffarion ;. __Haniiton.——___

Date:__10th.March, ,/94 3.

, No.__2445. —

 

Des
mon

d
d
e

RE
NZ
Y
-

allegedl
y

wea
rin

g
a
n

“R.S.A.

badge in breach of the Military Decorations and Distinet-

___4yeBadgesAct,1918,==

a

I respectfully report report with reference to the

ghutestanes man wes as in Hamilton on the 4/3/43

wearing an "R.S.A." badge - this man de Renzy being the

subject of other confidential correspondence ~ that in

the course of a statement in which the question of his

authority to wear this badge was discussed, he said:~

"I am wearing an "R.S.A." badge. Shortly after my

discharge from the Army I saw a person (who I understand

was the Secretary at the Newmarket Branch of the Returned

Soldiers' Aesociation. I explained I had been discharged

from the Army and wished to join the Association. I was

asked what unit I was from. I replied *the 3rd.Division.'

I had no papers to produce, but I referred the man at the
office to Area 1, if he cared to make any inquiries. I

supplied my regimental number 237934 which was the number

of my Certificate of Enrolment and which was also adopted

by the Army as my last regimental number: my full name,
rank and home address. I also stated the length of my
service in the Army. Nothing at all was said about
whether or not I had served overseas. 1 then signed a
form which I think just stipulated that I would abide by
the rules and regulations governing the Association.
Then I paid my membership fee there and then and was
furnished with the badge I am now wearing. As a result,
I have considered all along that I have been fully
entitled to wear the badge. I promise to discontinue
wearing it on your telling me that I am not entitled to
wear it seeing that I have never been overseas with the
ArmedForces, but I know there are quite a few ina
similar position to myself who have been admitted to
membership in the R.S.A. in similar circumstances and
who wear the badge. And they also wear the badge of
the 2nd. N.Z.E.F. Association, and I have written to the
Secretary of that Association for a form of application
for membership, his address being Queens Arcade, Auckland,
but at the moment I have not received a reply here. I
do not know what rules govern membership of that body,
but as I have not been overseas I will first verify if I
am elligible for membership...."

This man de Renzy has the home address of 7 Massey
Avenue, Green Lane, Auckland. He was discharged from
the Army on the 22/12/42 following about 1 year's home
service here in New Zealand plus a prior three months’
Territorial training. Detective-Sergeant Stevenson of
Auckland is familiar with hiscase and the probable
desirability of prosecuting him for an offence under the
Act eeeeeee in the subject heading of this report if
his wearing of this badge constituted such offence as
appears to be the case.

I therefore respectfully s St inquiries at
Auckland regarding the story told by de Renzy. At the
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[Form No. 108.  
NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

Subject :———<-KhABenaeF ad
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S. 39/60
F
O
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a

|||

 

   

 

  

rN NEW ZEALAND POLICE

ellew aland, !

----0090000---—

  

SUBJECT : - Desmond de RENZY
 

The Inspector of: Police °

HAMILTON . Ge Rex
-= Previous correspondence relating to Vo Lb g

this man is forwarded for your information. - ¥

Efforts should be made to keepin touch Detective Staff, ‘ ory AG -A-A

with his conduct and a report is to be HAMILTON.

submitted to this office if he changes To note please. rrurracy:
, his employment or leave ilton. Det-Sgt.1/3743.

Noted accordingly:

a] Mk-. /~3-% 3-
Conia: f-$-ta3

oh
HAMILTON

   
         Pro- SG 5

spector,
Noted.

MK

truss
Det-Sgt. 2/3/43.

°oi
h

 

Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



re . Seana LEIA pee rer

ae ‘ 7 am } ae E. c (Police—100a. 3NEW ZEALAND POLIC qe
 

aatia

@

Police-station :_ HAMILTON

7 Date: February I9th. , 194 36)

REPORT of Sergeant E. A. Gatehouse; 5333 , No. 2460,

relative: to Desmond de RENZY;;;;Employment of::::::

 

  

 

  

I respectfully report
having made inquiry and ascertained that Desmond de Renzy commenced
employment as a Clerk at the Head Office of the New Zealand Dairy Company
Vietoria St Hamilton,on Tuesday the 16th. instant.!

de Renay present address is C/o
Bella Vista Boarding House Knox Street Hamilton, the of Boarders
at Bella Vista are Civil Servants;

The Senipr Sergeant

    
The Inspector.

Respectfully forwards ‘

alla> Wet :
Sergeant r Senior Sergeant.!

19/2/4353

  

LE
£ ia. oe 4

= aeeInspector of Police, SeEyoe Sarees

pore 214-40, Shun. 31473—41}
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Dr

| NEW ZEALANDPOLICE. s.difp™ “
eee Police-station : Detective Office, Auckland.

_— 5 4

= 4 Date: 15 th February.1943

REPORTof. Det .Sergt .B.A.S tevenson , No._2627

 

relative tp___Desmond de Renzy - employmentoof.

 

I respectfully report that on 15.1.43 the Manpower
Officer at. Auckland directed de Renzy to take up work as a clerk in
the office of the New Zealand Co-Operative Dairy Co. at Hamilton,
de Renzy appealed against being sent. away from Auckland on the grounds
of the support of his widowed and blinded Mother .. The appeal was
heard on 27.1.43 and was subsequently dismissed.

On the 9 th inst de Renzy again wrote to the
Manpower Office asking for a money advance to enable him to take up the
employment... A rail order was sent to him on the 1] th inst. and he
was ordered to report for employment at Hamilton on the 15 th inst.

+ have now ascertained that de Renzy did leave
Auckland this morning by rail andthat he has stated that he is going
to the Dairy Co's office at Hamilton. - Le

; Det.Sergt.

a Tay :

65), Shan . Voki
[Se AGS,

The Sub Iy
Auckland.

   
13473—41) 

Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



 

 

 
 

> Pana all been anded in.
Since that datehe hasbeen
ng at home witl his Mother at
assey Avenue, One Tree Hill.

_ Heis not yet working ;he
ormedme that he saved up £50 while

at he would take up
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_the 3rd instant and returned to his regiment in Hamilton.

7 Wf a Nothing is known of his transfer to Area No. 1 Pool on leave

§ if without
,

NATIONAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT NV.S270 0 bX

 
P.O. Box 148), AUCKLAND C.1.

MEMORANDUM for: -— 2 . 9th December, 1942.

 

The Officer in Charge, Set
‘Police Station,
AUCKLAND C.1.

 

re: DESMOND DE RENZY.

 

One of your detective officers saw me yesterdayin
regard to the abovenamed and I have now had further enquiries
made. It appears he was arrested by the Military Police on

pay.

Should you have any further information Pegereane, de Renzy,
will you please advise me. ae kts -

aaa
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S. 39/60

NEW ZEALAND POLICE.
ee

(Police—100a.

Police-station: Detective Office, Auckland.
 

 

Date 25rdMarch 194 2

REPORT of Det. Sergt. E.A.Stevenson _ , No,2627an

relative to Desmond de RENZY - alleged sending

information to the enemy. \oe = SS

The Sub Inspector,
Detective Branch,
Auckland.

390.000/10/40—9512]  

 

=BinDeeeLs ‘

 

I respectfully report that on the 10 th
inst. I went to Army Headquarters,Auckland and saw
Captain Russell,Army Intelligence Officer re this file.
I brought the facts under notice as instructed but
before I had finished Captain Russell referred me to
Captain Meikle,in charge of the Army Security Branch
at Auckland... I therefore then acquainted Capt.Meikle
with the whole facts of the case. ‘This officer already
had some knowledge of de Renzy; as will be seen by
the previous file herewith Major Folkesa of Wellington
had apparently returned that file to the Commissioner's
office in May 1941.

On the 17 th inst. I again went to
Army Headquarters and I was present at an examination
of de Renzy lasting some 2 hours and mainly conducted
by Capt.Meikle.. This examination elicited no
further information. de Renzy completely adheres to
the statement he made to me on 1.12.41.

I understand from Capt.Meikle that
he considers that de Kenzy is telling the truth in his
statement.

I am satisfied that de Renzy is
enjoying Army life and that he is not scheming to get
discharged. I again respectfully submit my opinion
that he has indeed sent information to the enemy in
the manner he alleges and that there is a risk that he
may even now know of some means of contact to continue
doing so.. It is proved that de Renzy is known to the
enemy as a source of information here.. He has akso
(before the war) accepted enemy money,even though it
was only £2 or £3 for air mail postage.

Should an imvasiom of New Zealand be
attempted it is not inconceivable that de Renzy would
desert and endeavour to contact the enemy. Even from
what we know is true (vide previous file) it seems to
me that de Renzy is entitled to believe that an
invading enemy force would welcome and protect hime

I understand that Capt. Meikle will
be reporting to the Army authorities.

I attach herewith particulars of
de Renzy's military service.

I have approached the Postal Censor
at Auckland regarding censorship of de Renzy's
corrgspondence to his private address. I was requested
by the Cehsor that “the Commissioner should ask the
Controller of Censorship to impose a general censorship?
de Renzy's home address isstill 7 Massey Avenue,0ne
Tree Hill. He has no box address as far as I can
ascertain and there is no indication that he is still
using Russell and Somers box - Pee

; Det.Sergte

a Sie \ aa
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The Inspector,

It will be necessary fm to
request the Controller of Censorship
to impose a general cersonship on this
man's correspondence, please.

24.5242

 
7 -.- a ay

Go Og7
PE- 2 fD
ooeee
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21/3/42.

DESMOND DE RENZY. ANow037 {

DESMOND DE RENZY was called for Territorial
service on 20/12/40 and posted to the 2nd Battalion
Auckland Negiment. He entered camp at Whangarei on
7/1/41 and was released on the completion of his
training on 3/4/41. According to his history sheet
and reports by his Company officers, he was an efficient
and well-conducted soldier during that period. Nothing
was known by his unit of his previous history.

On 22/9/41 DE RENZY was transferred to the
1st Bn. Auckland Regiment for the reason that his
place of residence made attendance of parades of the
and Battalion impracticable. The 1st Battalion was
mobilized on 10/12/41 and DE RENZY proceeded to
Avondale Camp. He battalion has now been split up
into sub-units which are engaged in manning defence
posts of the Auckland Fortress Area. ;

DE RENZY was called in the 12th (Overseas)
Ballot on 2/12/41. In accordance with the usual
procedure where a serving territorial is called for
overseas service he continues to serve with his territ-
orial unit until he is actually required for overseas.

On 2/1/42 DE RENZY was posted to guard duty
at Castor Bay Battery Area, and later at WHANGAPAROA
returning to the HILLCREST CAMP, NORTHCOTE on 15/3/42.
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NEW ZEALAND PONG TG Bs

Subject: Desmond De RENZY - Allegedly sending inforwation to the enemy.

 

 

The Superintendent of Police 1.

AUCHLAND. The bub: ce
Please have the facts of this

case brought under the notice of the
Army Intelligence Department at
Auckland. I think Captain Russell
is the officer concerned. If so,
Det. Sergeatn Stevenson could see
him and at the same time ascertain
particulars of De Renzy's military
service including his Army No. and
in what unit he is serving. If
De Renzy has a private address or
lettér box censorshin in respect of
his correspondence should be arrange

Under no circumstances is De
Renzy to receive : mitto ent
on to wharves or | Pa:  
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REPORTof Det. Sergt. E.A.Stevenson

The Sub Inspector,
Detective Branch,
Auckland.

+

o

300,000/10/40—9512}

a

= f aLBecigs ‘

 

t

 

$.39/60_

NEW ZEALAND POLICE.
[Police—100a.

Police-station: Detective Office, Auckland.

Date;__11 th December 194.1

, No.2627_

| relative fo Desmond de Renzy -_ allegedly sending information

 

 

to the enemy.

 

I respectfully report that at 11-15 a.m
on date de Renzy came to the Detective Office and
informed me that he had this morning received
instructions by telegram to report immediately for
military service... He asked me what he should do.

He thinks that he will probably be going into Avondake
racecourse camp for territorials.

I informed him that he should carry

out his instructions from the Director of National
Service and he said that We would do this.. He said
that he had no aversion to going into camp, or to
going overseas. bse

Det.Sergt.
The Inspector, Previous file to your office on ,
the 6th, instant. ;

$/Insp.
| he aoe Ta Seats

(ake prehae

| |
|

2 ie ae FAWN |

ot &CleeOmenheey
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In your reply, please
quote thisee

S. 39/60

POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON, C.1,

llth December, 1941.
for

The:Right Hon, Prime Minister,
WELLINGTON,

I anforwarding thisfile, together with previous
attention is invited to the

oa. 1939 addressed to you as Minister in
-elreur ices at that time are fully set

1 riefly the position is that Desmond
De aaya“British ‘subject of 21 years of age, resident in Auckland,
has over the past several years been in touch with the Tntelligence
Services of GermanyYs Italy and France. This is borne out by
letters found in his possession. '

When the matter came under notice in May, 1939 it
was definitely knowthat De Renzy had been forwarding information
to the German Intelligence Organization, his purpose allegedly
being to obtain useful information regarding that Organization,
such as addresses through which information was to be sent and
pass it on to the British Authorities. He did that. Theinform-
ation forwarded to the Germans was known to be largely the figment
of his ow imagination and in other cases was no more than what
had appeared in the press. You will recall that at the time it
was considered the best course in dealing with the matter was to
firmly warn De Renzy of the foolishness of his conduct and
endeavour to take steps which wonld prevent his continued corres-
pondence with overseas sources.

On the lst instant, this young man, who until recently
had ‘ycen employed by the shipping firm of Russell and Somers Ltd.,
Auckland, which firm are agents for Japanese line vessels, called
at the Detective Office at Aucklend and stated that since he was
previously interviewed by the Police he had received two further
letters from the German Intelligence Organization as a result of
which he said he became alarmed, and, in accordance with the
directions in one of the letters, decided to send some information
by Japanese vessels through the German Consul at Tokio, the writer
having indicated that if war broke out in the meantime that he
should send information through the Consul at Tokio, He claims
that on four occasions since the outbreak of war he has. handed
letters to the master or an officer of a Japanese vessel when it
called at Auckland addressed to the German Consul at Tokio. His
letters have contained information regarding shipping movements.
He has supplied the names of some of the vessels that were loading
at the time and indicated the approximate date of their departure
and the nature ofrtheir cargo, He also gave information of troop
movements and of the movements of warships. Inquiries show some
inconsistencies in his statement, but the fact that he has sent
information does appear beyond doubt. One of the vessels referred

to in his letter was the "RANGITANE",the date of her departure 
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he

Subject: Desmond De RE#!

[Form No. 108.

 

 

-anece tO some
position to ma

three times
he Maintains
submit that he is (
to have his liberty:
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Police-station :Doteetive:Offices,Au

Date: _4 th December 1941

REPORTof. Det. Sergt. E.A.Stevenson i No.2627

relative to. Desmond de Renzy, alleges that he has sent

information re shipping and troop movements to German
Consul at Tokio,Japan.

‘

bs I respectfully report that Desmond
de Renzy,a single man,just 21 years of age called at
this Station to see me at 5 p.m on the 1 st inst. He
the attached statement in which he alleges that on four
occasions between approximately September 1940 and
September 1941 he. has_hand: etters to captains of
Japanese merchant vessels ig
sent four letters aitouete r,one eacl
of four Japanese ships. sistas a

He alleges” at
letters to the German Consul, Tok: o,Japan and

entering and leaving the Port o “Auck andand
information about troop movements and Air
The letters were intended for transmission to
"A.SANDERS", German Naval Intelligence Officer, forme Ly a
of Hamburg, Germany.

conjunction with SecretFi
with de Renzy's alleged co:

9a with "Sanders"
Intelligence,Londonandwith o f :
services... Attached that file are :

ced that he paper of hi
Britishmanufacture.

information to sappern ‘the. very de
that "A.Sanders"isor was a defin
German Intelligence Service and that"Pos
Hamburg 1" was his addressforthe ultimate: rec
of espionege information. ~~  
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failed to reveal any actual corroboration that he did
actually send the information away as he alleges.

The search,and other inquiries, revealed
that his spy and secret service obsession, has persisted
since the outbreak of war. I took possession of books of
newspaper cuttings and photographs showing this.. I am
retaining this material here unless required, but I forward
herewith some books and documents having a bearing on the
matter. ‘

Since 8.11.37 de Renzy has been employed
as a shipping clerk by Russell and Somers Ltd. shipping
agents,Customs St East.. His work has taken him on to the
wharves almost daily.. There is no doubt that it would have
been an easy matter for de Renzy to obtaim the information
which he alleges ke forwarded to Tokio.

I have taken possession of de Renzy's
wharf passes issued to him on behalf of Russell and Somers.
They are attached hereto. I have also made out a list
of ships mentioned in de Renzy's statement showing’ the
period they were at Auckland... A comparison of this List
with the statement will show a number of discrepancies -
I mean that some of the vessels were not here at the
approximate time that the Japanese vessel was here by which
he alleges he sent the information... For instence, in
his statement. (page 5) de Renzy says that in the last letter
he sent - by the "Yamagiku Maru" - (which was in Auckland
in the first week of August 1941) he said that the "Stirling
Castle" was in port and had loaded a record cargo.
|Inquiry showed that the "Stirling Castle" was not at
Auckland till 16.10.41.. When I went back and questioned
him on this point he said that it must have been the
"Cape Town Castle" and that it had a number of ex-internees
on board... Inquiry showed that the "Cape Town Castle"
arrived at Auckland on 25.8.41 ~- 5 weeks after the
"Yemagiku Maru"...

There are other inconsistencies also,
but these are not conclusive one way or the other as to the
truth of the statement, for it is quite conceivable that
de Renzy could have obtained some advance information.
Further, in making the statement he says that he is
relying on his memory of what he wrote at the time and that
he kept no notes or records whatever.

I asked him how it was he had not kept
copies,notes or other record of the information he had sent.
He said that he had purposely avoided this as he did not
want any further trouble as he had had with me before the

war (end after) by me unexpected, going to his room and
searching him and his effects.

In this connection, my reports re
de Renzy are from 14.10.57 to 16.8.59, but on some three
or four occasions after the latter date I made a point of

keeping in touch with him, but nothing of particular

interest came under notice... The last occasion I went out

to his home was prior to the time he says he sent the

first letter to Tokio.

de Renzy lives with his whdowed Mother,

his sisteP,age 24 years, and an Aunt, at 7 Massey Avenue,
Green Lane-(a State house). His Mother is now completely

blind.

His father Thomas George de Renzy, died

at Stanl ay about 6 years ago. Mrs de Renzy informed

me that ELS veueea was born at Bradford,England, of

English parents. He was educated in France and haelno
_ saab 

Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



German bhood. It may be of significance that the father
was in his 71 st year when the son Desmond was born.

The mother, EmilycJeannie de Renzie,
is now 54 years of age. She says that she Was born at
New Plymouth and that her father was John NeKenzie, editor
of the "Taranaki Daily News".

There have been no mental tendencies
in the family on either side... Mrs de Renzy and her ~
daughter both informed me that they had noticed a great
change in Desmond during the last 4 months or more. He
seemed worried, guiet and strange as 1f something were on
his mind.. He has not been acting at all abnormally or

; showing any mental tendencies... On Monday morning, the
1 st inst. he suddenly told them "that he had been in touch
with the German again and that he,was going to Mr Stevenson
that day to tell him all about it.

It is a fact, to my own knowledge, that
de Renzy is an inveterate liar,but on the other hand some
of his rather startling statements in the past have proved
to be true and the fact that he is a liar and has a mania
for espionage and secret service does not necessarily
throw doubt on his present admissions.

Except for what has been previously
reported by me of ectuel facts concerning de Renzy and

; his obsession I have never perceived any real sign of
mental abnormality... Neither have those at Russell and
Somers with whom he has come into deily contact.

On 27.11.41 de Renzy handed his written
resignation to Mr Heather, Managing Director of Russell
and Somers - "owing to illness in the family" and to take
effect immediately. He was due for an annual increment
to £14 per month salary,less tax, from 1.11.41. On 22.11.41
he commenced his scheduled annual leave and is on it at
present. After handing in hisresignation he told his
Mother and sister about it. Theyreproached him and he then
went back to Mr Heather and asked for his job back.
de Renzyapparently told more seemingly petty lies about
his reasons for leaving and his personal affairs and finally
Mr Heather told de Renzy to come and see him after he had
finished his holiday.. He told a girl in the office that
his Mother was seriously 111 and that he had to take her
South, and that he was going to join up whth the Free
French forces for overseas. He later said that that was
all off. He has pictures of De Gaulle and other allied

military men on the walls of his room. He also told them

at home that he was going to join the Free French forces,

that was some months ago.

He has done his work satisfactorily

at Russell and Somers,though he is not outstanding. He is

well liked in the office and is good natured and

conscientious. He has been commonly known as “Fritz” in
the office for some 3 or 4 years past,because of his

absorbing interest in military,naval and defence matters

in general and in things German in particular. He has

not shown anti-British or marked pro-German sentiments.

ar de Renzy is enrolled in the First
Division of the National Reserve, No.2357934.

Among the accompanying papers is a

photograph of de Renzy with a young woman to whom he has

recently beceme engaged.

Asked why he had the pieces of paper

stamped "Naval Base,Devonport" he said he got them in case 
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fase

he had to bluff Bie way across across there.

The two Swastika badges,also found in
his pockebs, he said "were sent to me from Sanders before
the war".. it will be seen that they are stamped
“Made in England".

The Swastika armlet I found on his
dressing table when 1 searched the room on the 1 st inst.

Another envelope (herewith) postedtat
Hamburg on 21.7.39, Airmail,shows that someone there -
presumably Sanders, wrote to de Renzy shortly before the
outbreak of war.

, The picture postcard of the
N.V."Maetsuycker",addressed to Sanders was no doubt
prepared by de Renzy befote the war.. The idea of these
cards Is shown in my previous report.. Before the war
whenever de Renzy sent a letter for Sanders to one of
the cover addresses in Holland, he had,at the same time
to send a card similarly addressed to this one, as a signal
to Sanders that a letter had been sent to a cover address.

The black covered reporter's notebook
contains entries in de Renzy's handwriting,some of which
may be of importance in possible corroboration of de Renzy's
present story.

In the small blue 1958 diary are a
number of entries apparently written after the outbreak
of war. It will be seen that some of these refer to
myself. There is slso a press photograph of myself in
this diary.

The entries in the wellet notebook
were apparently all made before the war. Some of these
entries would tend to show that de Renzy's present story
may merely be the product of his imagination, for instance,
on one page he has written "Head Agent, German Secret
Service, Australia and New Zealand. Officer D.de Renzy,
17 Bracken Avenue, Epsom,S.2.

The attached letters from M.Despoisse,
before the war, purport to be from the 0/C French Military
Intelligence, see de Renzy"s statement dated 6.5.59.

Since taking the present statement I

have seen de Renzy'on three occasion, Despite careful
and prolonged quéstioning he swears that the statement is
the truth.

it is very difficult,even condidering
all other relevant factsnadew indications, to form any
real opinion as to the truth or otherwise of de Henzy's
présent admissions... On the whole I am inclined to
believe that he is not romancing and that his liberty
should be restricteds. He says thet he has not been
receiving payment for his information. There is no
indication that he has been at all flush with money,
though members of the staff with whom he worked have said
that he often had a small wad of notes in his wallet.
He has not been spending money at all freely and he has
no bank.aecount so far as is known. de Renzy said that he
has never had morethan £8 in his wallet.. He also. told
me that he thought that he had sent information re the
movements of"a good’50 vessels altogether". He said that
he came to me because he could not stand the worry any
longer. From copies of letters in his room it appears that
he has been applying for work in dairy factories in
country districts during the past 2 or 3 wee: 
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and enderesa by ¢ (eo e | }
That pass is the one Poowataed herewith.

Inmeking inguirles regarding de Renay
Laocve the: ae laging-Director °F Russell

seescrenthatde Roney would fot ke aeainallowed on
the wharves under any circumstances...

Mr Heather now informs me that because
of the lies told to him by de Renzy for his reasons for
resigning he intends to accept the re lation and
de Renzy will not again be employedby 1 ussell and Somers.

ei

DetSergt.
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VESSELS REFERRED TO IN de RENJY's STATEMENT.

PORT OFAUCKLAND.

NAME OF VESSEL.

2 Kozen Marn

Sydney Maru

Naniwa Maru

Tekoa ?.

Rangitane

Westmoreland

Surrey

Monowai

Canberra Meru

Kaipara

Limerick

Haureki

Waiotapu

Yamagiku Meru

Sterling Castle

Johan Van Oldenbarewelt

Rangitira.

>
$

Cape Town Castile

ARRIVAL.

15.5440.

8.7.40.

I2.1T.40.

20.10.47.
I8.11 47.

25.6.40.
16.12.40.

6.9.40.

24.17.40.
29.72.40.

IS. 9.47.

26. 8.40.

28. 4.41.

2. 8.4T.

16.10.47.

eT. 7.47.

6.17.40.
17.77.40.
17. 8.47.
24. 8.47.

25.8.4T.

DEPARTURE.

T6.5.40.

TT.7-40.

2.10.40.

t
24.71.40

(Sunk by raider Dec 1940)

29.10.41.
21.17.47.

30.6.40.
eT .12.40.

9.9.40.

1.12.40.
Ie Te4T.

19. 9.47,

31. 8.40.

30. 4.47,

4. &.41.

25.10.41.

22, 7.47.

IT.TT.40.
T9.1T 40.
T8, 8.47.
25. 8.41.

5. 9.4T,
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Detective Office, Auckland.

1 st December 1941.

Desmond de RENZY states -

I am a single man,21 years of age. I was

born at Auckland on 30 th November 1920.. 1 beside at

7 Massey Avenue, Green Lane with my Mother and sisber. 4

I am employed as a shipping clerk in the

office of Russell and Somers Ltd, Ritpeias agents,

Customs St East,Auckland.. I have been employed by this

firm since November 1937.

I was last interviewed by Det.Sergt.

Stevenson about 5 or 6 months before the war broke out.

I was interviewed about my being in communication with the

German Intelligence Service in Hamburg.. As I told the

Police at thet time I had been in communication with a man

named A.SANDERS, Postfach 629,Hamburg 1, Germany.

After I was last geen by the detective

I had every intention of forgetting the whole business and

having nothing more to do with espionage and seeret service.

I intended to keep my mind right off these matters.

I remember that the detective came out to see me at my home

to see how I was getting along.

r About a month after I last saw the

detettive,somewhere about June 1939 I received an ordinary

mail letter from Sanders.. It was addressed to me c/o Box

1284 Auckland - Russelland Somers' box. The letter was

typed. It thanked me for the letter I had last sent to

Sanders, that was many months before, and saying that he

could not understand the delay why he had not received more,

and presumed that I must have lost the eddress.. The letter

asked me to write again the way I had done previously and

to still send him the postcard as a sign that a letter had

been sent.. “The letter again stated the address tn Holland

that I was to send letters to.. It was the same address

that had been given tin the last letter that I received and

- * .
which I handed to Det.Sergt. Stevenson... F 
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This letter was signed with the usual

signature of letters I had received from Sanders - just a

pencilled tg”, I kept this letter about a week and

then I burned it and the envelope.. I did not show it to

anyone or tell anyone about it. I burned theletter because

i did not want anything more to do with the matter. I did

not tell the police about 1t as I thought it might start

more trouble.

Somewhere about a week after then I

received an Air Mail letter from Sanders at Hamburg.

Sanders said in the letter that as I could

see from the international situation that war was liable

to break out any day and when it did I was to send my

letters to the German Consul at Tokio. It also said that

Japanese ships would carry the letters for me. It did not

say who I was to hand letters to.. He sald that he always

expected my news to come through and was always grateful

for it.. The letter was signed with the usual pencilled S.

I burned this letter within a fow days.

I showed it to none and I told nbone about it. ¢

I did not answer these two letters and

I had no thought of doing so, but about dune or July 1940

I received aletter pasked bearing the Auckland postmark

and addressed to me c/o Russell and Somers! P.0.box.

The letter was typewritten and it seid that I was still

expected to keep in touch with Mr Sanders.. It said nothing

else and it was not signede Thisletter alarmed me and

I thought it over for about 2 weeks and then decided that

as there was apparently someone in Auckland who knew of me

and Sanders I had better send something... I did not show

this letter to anyone and I did not tell anyone about it.

I burned this letter also.

The first Japanese vessel that I sent

a fratainiuacse the "Sydney Maru".. This was when it was

in Auckland about September 1940. I wrote a letter-.and

addressed it "Dear Sir" and I said that I was sorry that

I had not ect in touch with him (meaning Sanders). 
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Seas

I said that I hed not had the time to write. I wrote that

the"Monowai" had been converted to an armed cruiser,algo that

the “Niagara” had been sunk by striking a mine. I also gave

a list of what vessels were loading in Auckland at thetime

for England. I do not remember the names of the vessels

nowe I named a good dozen vessels. I gave an approximate

date of when they were leaving Auckland.

This letter just contained information

about ships. I signed the letter "D.H.".. I had previously

signed myself Desmond Henderson when writing to Sanders.

There were three sheets of quarto size

mopar the letter. I enclosed it in am a small size

whixe envelope and enclosed that in a plain long manilla

envelope. I addressed it by hand "The German Consul, Tokio".

I then went aboard the tekinxiiarnx

"Sydney Maru" and asked for the Chief Officer.. I do not

know his name... I handed the letter to him and pointed

to the address. He looked at it and nodded and walked away

with the letter. I think} that the "Sydney Maru" was at

the Princes Wharf.. It was about 12-15 p.m when I went

aboard the vessel. I was aboard only about 10 minutes.

The following morning the vessel had gone.

Russell and Somers are agents for

the Yamashita Line,walled the Y.K.K. line. My work as a

shipping clerk takes me onto the wharves every day almost.

I have a permanent pass to the wharves,

No.784,issued by Russell and Somers. It was part of my

job to keep the firm's record of all overseas vessels

entering and leaving the Port of Auckland.

The mext Japanese vessel to visit

Auckland was either the "Naniwa Maru" or the "Kozen Maru".

Russell andSomers are agents for this vessel,belonging

to the Y.K.K. Line. The "Sydney Maru" belonged to the

Oskke Shosen Kaisa Line. I think the second vessel was
i ~

the "Kozen Maru". It was about 3 months after the "Syddey

2
Maru". 
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On knowing when the vessel was approximately due at Auckland

y commenced to get ready a further letter of information.

I gave a list of vessels approximately

due at Auckland,what was leading and approximate date of

sailings. All the information I sent was correct as far as_

i knew within a matter of days. I named the "Tekoa", $

loading in port; one of the "Ramgi" boatds - I think it was

the "Rangitane",loading in port,I said it was produce for

London; the "Westmoreland" and the "Surrey", both due from

London; I also wrote that the "Monowai" had sailed from port

about a week previously. The letter was just concerned

with shipping movements.

o I addressed the letter the same way as

the previous way and went aboard the "Kozen Maru" and I

saw the Captain. He was Captain Iwaki. I had genuine

business on Boere the ship,taking the ship's money down,

therefore I hed to see the Captain. He spoke good English

and understood English. I asked him to take the letter for

mee He looked at it and grinned, he slipped it in a drawer

in his cabin, he said nothing about it.

That gave me the impression that ‘the

Japanese officers knew all about receiving letters from

“someone in Auckland.

The next Japanese vessel that I sent

a letter by was the "Canberra Maru".. This was about a

fortnight before I went into Territorial Camp at Whangarei,

that was 8 th January 1941.

In this third letter, I stated that

a vessel named the "Kainrx “Kaipara” that had come from

Montreal,via New York and was due at Auckland.. I forget the

names of other vessels I mentioned.. I know that I. always

gave the movements of the Matson boats and boats from the

Pacific Coast such as the "Limerick", "Hauraki", "Waiotapu".

This third letter did not contaim. much

news about ships because as that time there was less

information available about the movements of ships. 

Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



e third letter I saw the Captain, I did not
on his ship and Bave him the

L g whatsoever. I had not received

eee or Peels.‘back..

I was then in vamp for three months and missed

one Japanese vessel.. On leaving camp in April 1941 I :

"_ Pesumed myemployment on April 9the Cargo hadthen

dropped off and the next Japanese vessel at Auckland was

the "Yamagilu Maru".. That we about2} months ago. She

was the pee Japanese vessel heres

Iwrote another letter and in 1t I stated that

the Dutch ship "Johan van Oldenbarneveld" had brought New

Zealand pacerseee from Australia, also that during the

period since my last letter the Dutch vessels "Tasman" and
started to carry

"eetsucker"eeZgaland airman from Wellington

te Sing ok : | said that the Matson boats had

canesaegeeBrivisneaivmonsronlepedey otc) Senmeranciecon

I also shated that the "Stirling Castle"

was in port at Auckland, I wrote that she had loaded a record

cargo. I also mentioned a few other vessels movements,

but there were few at the time...

In one letter,I forget which, I mentioned

that the "Rangitira" had taken troops to Suva. I was on the

eiane when the "Rangitira" left Auckland.

I went on beard the "Yamagikh Maru" and

handed the letter,addressed as usual, to Captain Baba.

He did not say anything about the letter.

This was the last letter I sent,because there

have been no more Japanese ships here..

Since that time I have been worrying

increasingly about having sent this information out of the

country to a country which is Britain's enemy.. I was once

pro-German, that was before the war started,when I first

got in touch with Sanders... I consider that I am not pro-

German now.. Hy reason in sending the letters was because
=

I was afraid because someone in New Zealand,probably in

Auckland, knew that I had ween in touch with Sanders. 
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I was so afraid, that sooner than take the

risk of what some persons might do to me I decided to send

correct shipping information. I knew that it would be

useless to send false information. I have never been

threatendéa@ by any person.

On Wednesdey,the 26 th November 1941 I

handed in my resignation to Mr.Heather,senr. Managing

Director, of Russell and Somers, I had got so worried that

I wanted to get away from shipping matters and Auckland

altogether. I intended to get anywhere in the country as

long as it was out of Auckland... I wrote to the Whakatane

Cheese Co, for a job there.

I have been getting £11-15-4 per month

salary up to November,but am due for a rise to £15-8-0 per

month from November.

I got so worried that Mr Heather was

wondering why I should leave and my mother and sister

could see something was worrying me.. I told then at home

this morning that I was coming to the Police to tell them

what was worrying me.

I am quite definite that I am not imagining

gr deliberately making up all the information that I have

given in this statement... I am absolutely positive that

since the war commenced I have sent four letters addressed

to the German Consul at Tokio,each containing information

concerning movements of shipping to and from the Port of

Auckland.

I have no other worries or troubles whatever,

I consider I am mentally sound. There has been no mental

trouble whatever in my family... I have been passed nixJ

quite fit by the Army.

2 did not keep copies of anyof the letters

I sent.... At the times that -Isent these letters 1
= ie

realised that 1 might be endangering thousands of lives but

4 was hoping that in some way 1 would be put in touch with 
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some enemy agent in New Zealand. if this had happened

4 would have exposed them to the authorities here straight

avay.. | also thought that as the information would take

at least three weeks to get to Japan from Auckland the

ships mentioned by me would be out of harm's way by then,

before the information covld be made use of by the Germang.

oeeroeaese

aut dheoeRe
ce rs Bea tytacti

 

Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



50/60

NEW ZEALAND POLICH. Pet
 

Se Police-station: Detective Office, Auckland.

Date;2st’Ney19319

REPORT of. Detective E.A.Stevenson ' No. 2627

The Chief Detective,
Auckland.

300,000/9/37—11395)

 

relative to. DESMOND de RENZY - letters to Naval
 

Intelligence Division, Admiralty,London.
 

 

I respectfully report,further to my

previous reports re de Renzy and Secret file 59/60, that
I received the attached letter and enclosure from de Kenzy
today.

It will be seen that de Kenzy asks
me to supply him with the address of one Hans Frederich
Sutor in Holland.. This Was the last "cover" address
that de Renzy received from "Sanders", the supposed
representative in Hamburg,Germany, of the German Naval
Intelligence service.

was forwarded by me on the 10 th inst.

Concerning the attached copy of the
further letter that de Renzy intends to send to "Sanders".
I attache® two newspaper cuttings to which paragraph 1
refers.

The second paragraph is a piece of
meaningless "filling" that de Renzy says he includes in
his communications.

The third paragraph is also a news

item that I have seen in the local press.

The fourth paragraph is in answer to
"Sanders'" letter No.5,forwarded by me with his other
letters.

This copy of a letter which de Renzy
proposes to send to "Sanders" is probably a fair sample
of all the previous similar letters he has sent,and from
pipace the type of information sent can be judged.

| However,as I took away his “cover
addresses"among other documents he is unable to send the
LOCCET eee s The address he inquires for is the subject
of the attached part file Secret 39/60.

irene.
aad Det. 2627.

ENON Fy hlbe

n    
The main file re de Renzy,Secret 39/60,
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AUSTRALIA'S. ROLE
TASK IN EVENT OF WAR

MUNITIONS MANUFACTURE

AIRCRAFT PRODUCTION

[By TELEGRAPH—owWN CORRESPONDENT]
WELLINGTON, Tuesday

The Australian armament and defence
organisation is proceeding rapidly, ac-

cording to Sir Colin Fraser, of Mel-

bourne, who arrived at Wellington to-

day by the Wanganella. Sir Colin, who

is chairman of directors of the New
Zealand Petroleum Company, Limited,

was appointed to advise the Federal

Government on mineralogical resource

aspects during the recent defence dis-
cussions in Australia.
Pleven shadow factories had been

established recently in Australia to
manufacture munitions of war, said Sir
Colin, Australia was rapidly appronch=
ing the stage of being entircly self-
supporting in this respect. In the event
of war she was undertaking to defend
the whole of Australasia and the Bast,
as far as Hongkong, and including New
Zealand.  

SIR COLIN FRASER
The manufacture of war aircraft was

being carried onby a private company,
in which he himself was interested, with
a factory at Fisherman’s Bend, on the
Yarra River. Production started Jast
March, within a year of the under-
taking being launched, and in a few
months the factory wouldbe producing
machines at the rate of two or three a
week, The aeroplanes were of American
type adapted to British standards and
to Australian conditionsand require-
nieuts. They were of the fighter-homber
type, with a speed of 230 miles an hour,
or well over 300 miles when diving to
deposittheir hombs. They were named
‘Winraway,” that being an apt abong:    

N- 2. HERA OD
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ROBOT BOMB
INVENTORS’ CLAIMS

 

ABLE TO PURSUE TARGET

ELECTRONIC CONTROL
 

[eno OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT?
SYDNEY, May 3

Two young Queensland engineer?
claim to have invented an aerial bomb

which can purse a moving target over
any course, whether zig-zag or ciroular,
overtake, and destroy it; fellow a
target around a room; and be con-

trolled so accurately on its earthward

flight that one of tivo ships can be hit
even if they lie side by side.
The robot bomb, or aerial torpedo,

is the product of two years’ research
by Messrs. Valton Wall, aged 37, and
Richard Blakeway, aged 35, of Bris-
bane, industtial engineers, The idea
occurred to them while they were ex-
perimenting with electronic science in
the remaking of X-ray apparatus.
The engineers’ own story of the

invention is that since early in 1937
they haye been working under the
supervision of the Defence Department,
which advised them not to put on paper
their plans and specifications, and
which placed a military guard on the
engineering plant where they worked
at night,

Repelling Inyasion by Sea

Before this precaution was taken, the
lock of an inner office of Mr. “Wall's
workshop was tampered with, and the
office at Mr. Blakeway’s garage was
entered and all his private papers wero
ransacked.
The constituents of the bomb are a

secret, but the inventors claim that
it is principally for repelling an inya-
sion by sea, although in certain condi-

tions it could be adapted for land
bombing, They point to the fact that
an ordinary bomb dropped from an
aeroplane doing 200 miles an hour
11,000 feet up, does not fall sheer, but
must be released at least three miles
from its target,
The inventors say that their robot

bomb, although there is no radio con-
trol or magnetic influence determining
its course, can he controlled Rana
predetermined discrimination, so that
it wouldscore a direct hit on anyvessel

| aimed at.
Minister Expresses Doubts

So positive is the electronic control,
they insist, ‘that the boinb can
governed within itself to pursue ao

| moying target even though the target
may cliange its course or follow an
erratic one. a
The inventors are disappointed with

a statement of the Mimster of De-
fence, Mr, G. Street, to Parlia-
ment that, “while there is no doubt as
to the theory of the principle employed
in the invention, there is considerable
doubt as to its application in actual| a
bombing from aircraft.” They are
willing to have tests carried out to

| prove that what they say is true.
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If any reply, please —  quote this number:

—SEGREE-39/60.

zs
:

POLICE DEPARTMENT.

WELLINGTON, C.1. 13th May 1959.

lL MEMORANDUMfor
he? t

a The Superintendent of Police, 3

AUCKLAND.

   

   
  
  

Desmond de Renzy.

with reference to my memorandum Secret 39/60 of the 12th ultimo

I forward herewith a copy of a further letter written by de Remzy. Photo-~

graphic copies of the letters are available at this office if necessary to

the inquiry.
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{Form No, 108,

Sea 59/60.

NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

ENZY,P.0.Box 1284 Auckland,writies to Naval _

Intelligence Division, Lond re alleged GermanSecret Service .

109,000/11/30—14054)

The Chief Detective,

Report attached.

18/4/39.

Inspector Ward,

The original file in connection
With this matter was referred to your Offi
On the 14.10.37. i k

here appears no re
should not be interviewed. .

he bhic/ KOUF

tovrrewee
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‘}were not allowed to take cameras aboard. This fact iss

    

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

   

  

 

  
  

    

    
    

    

   
  
  

 

   

 

  

Date:10thMay

REPORT of. Detective £.A.Stevenson ; No._2827

Cela e to_ DESMOND de RENZY,P.0,Box 1284 Auckland,writes
elie GatelTigence Division sLondon,re alleged German —

Secret Service.
 

"Vide attached"

I respectfully report further to my —
reports dated 14 th Oct 1937 (copy) and 18 th April 1939
concerning the alleged espionage and secret service
activities of Desmond de Renzy.

This youth is now 18% years of age.
He is now employed as a junior customs clerk in the office|
of Russell and Somers,Ltd,shipping agents of Auckland,
He is still living with his widowed invalid mother and
his aunt Miss McKenzie... He is now living with them at
17 Bracken Avenue,Fpsom. ‘

I have now interviewed de Renzy again
and made a search of his room and took possession of 3]
the attached letters and other documents... I also 5
obtained from him the attached statement. if

Among these documents will be seen a32
letter dated 22 nd Jul 1957 addressed to de Renzy and a
sen Reval Intelligence Division, Whitehall,London. 4
The ‘st ory behind this letter was partly covered in my
original file of1957,but to make clear the whole
sequence in eonnecbion with the present file I had
cover the matter again.

In 1957 two newly built United States
destroyer vessels visited Auckland. They were named t
"Preston" and the "Smith". On a Sunday afternoon th
vessels were thrown open to the public. de Renzy was on
of those who went aboard one of the vessels. Both vesse!
were of the same class.

Because of some recent improvements or
inventions on the vessels, visiting members of the publi

within my own recollection. Cameras had to be handed o

at the gamgway. When de Renzy went aboard he had
strapped tohis arm inside his coat sleeve a small cam
of the type that is more a toy than an efficient articl

    

     
   

  

  

 

   

 

    

  

He later told me that he took two
photos on the destroyer he visited, one photo of a ne
torpedo tube and another of anew depth charge or m :
laying apparatus.. He then questioned a cadet or rati gz
on the vessel regarding technical details.
Thesetechnical details,being very scanty,de Renzy ad
further details from his imagination and then forward
them to the Naval Intelligence Dept, of the British
Admiralty. The photographs were not clear and wer
USC ose neebe V; reply from the Director of N

    

 

     Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



continued to be a mania with hin,
his Svinte dated the 6 th
7 io :

iearenrer seven other letters,
“ine gene

It will be seen that letter No.1
raeeese to come from - A.Sanders, Hamburg 1,Postfach 629, -
the address which is regarded with signi! icance,vide
“the Commissioner'see attached.

Wrot SC K 1 ee

t Lt teerd with just. a plain ‘word of
sreeting. This was to be sent to Sanders and apparently
was3 nded as an indication that a letter was to be

, expecteds«It seems to be a check on the cover address,

de Renzy says that he sent a total
10 letters to Sanderses these cover

He did not keep a copy of hese letters,
eebut without ;),but the nature
dications and the information they contained

tement,and in greater detail in the
sNotebook pupernenccntelagae rough

per : rs sent by de Ren
/ It will maeseen that othe last letter
7 Bene toc Sencers10 4dated 19 th April 1959.

: In the first paragraph this letter
acknowlepdges receipt of "the Pound", This is referred to
in Sander's letter 8.. An English £1 note was sent
to de Renzytocover his expenses of ae mail postage

hieeeeandGermany. . i

It appears from Sanders! letters
peewee/ coveraddresses in Holland are changed from time
to time.

Sanders! letter No 5,dated 28 th
November 1938 makes the suggestion that ae Renzy should
visit "this place" (presumably Germany) and that he should
send details as: to whether he could go and what the
return travelling expenses.would be.

It seems to me that this letter gives
a slight indication of not being genuine. Furbher,
de Renzy took no steps to “take up" the offer. Knowing
him as I do this also seems to me to be rather strange.

However,it is clear from the file
that he sent this information (letter No.5) to the 
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Director of Naval egetaoa at the British Admiralty,
suggesting ee British authorities should seni
someone to Ger rin his (de Renzy's) place.

--— @e_Renzy had previously written a
letter to thepostion aval Intelligence informing them
that he had ‘fo contact withthe German Secret
Service.

Seales

As he didnot (and has ‘not as yet)
received a reply from the British ators he sent”
similer information to the French military intelligence
authorities... To this letter he received a reply from
some person whose signature is not decipnerable,but which
gave an address of one Ms Despoisse in Paris,to whom
any further communications could be sent....
Please see this ABA attached,

> Renzy has also written a letter
to the oenate ligence authorities.offering his
services in a similar manner th his letters to Sanders,
but he has not yetreceived a reply.

The attached black covered exerchse
book containing marked newspaper cuttings shows to what
an extent de Renzy's brain is obsessed on this subject.

From another of de Renzy's "files"
attached hereto,it will be seen that he has contacted
theAuckland Section of the Communist Farty.

g@ this he tells me that he has joined the
CommunistieEpestg cdon his own initiative,merely to see

3 like and thinkingthat it mi be useful
to him someday.... I can say from my own knowledge and
observations of him that he does not possess Communist

thiese... In this respect I might ay that his
highly developed traits of secrecy and duplicity added.
to his mania for york of this nature would make him
a valuable police agent in this respéct,were it not
for the other most unsatisfactory features disclosed
in this report.

The letters from Sanders,whoever he may
be,appear to be genuine,although it is not beyond the
bounds of possibility that he has had them sent to
himself from some "pen friend" he has formed in Germany.
The letters all bear the Hamburg postmark.

The pencilled drafts of the letters
in the reporter's notebook are in de Renzy's handwriting.

It can be seen that the motive
govern: de Renzy's actions insend the information
he meee Sanders was to act as a eae "double spy",
thet is to endeavour to gain the confidence of the
German Intelligence so that he might Bive himself
"a boost" with the British Intelligence by sending
information to them,as for instance, the cover addresses.

IT am satisfied that he has no anti-
British sentiments, although his actions and letters
might at some time,conceivably be of use to some
potential enemy of Britain or the British Commonwealth.

I am satisfied that since the events
disclosed in the previous file (1937) he has had-no
further contact with Max -Grapengiesser or e German Club,
Auckland. E& " - i :ie : : . :

Det .2627. 
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t
»

Detective Office,

Auckland.

6 th May,1939.

Desmond de Renzy says ...

IT am a single man,age 184 years. I wag,

born on 50 th November,1921.. I reside with my widowed and

invalid mother and my aunt at 17 Bracken Avenue,Epsom.

I am employed as a junior shipping clerk in the office of

Messrs Russell and Somers,shiipping agents,Customs St Hast.

I was born in Auckland. My father was

British. He was a mine manager and he died about 5 years

ago at the age of 84 years...

I left school at the age of 15 years.My

last 2 years at school were at Takapuna Grammar School.

When I left school I got a job with a man

named Woolnough,making wringers.. I was employed thepe when

I was first seen by Detective Stevenson about September 1957.

At that time I was questioned by the

detective about sending through the post two letters,one

to a German named Grapengiesser and the other to a Miss

Fisher, These letters were about spies and secret service

matters.. As I admitted at the time the whole of the

story I told at that time was fictitious and was all made

up by me because my my intense interest in all matters

pertaining to spies and secret service matters.

I remember, that in my statement of October

1937 I told the detective about some technical information

that I had sent to the British Navel Intelligence, branch

at London concerning torpedo tube and depth charge

apparatus on the U.S.S.destroyers "Preston" and "Smith"

that visited Auckland. I subsequently received a letter

from the Director of Intelligence Division at the Admiralty

acknowledging this information... This is the letter now

shown to me by the police.

: After I was interviewed by Detective
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Franced b

Miss Fisher..   However I was still as keen as ever inmy

interest concerning spies and secret service work... a

For about six years this has been almost my only hobby. ¢

« Ina way it is almost a mania withme.. I am especially

rape TS eo interested in reading everything I can about spies and

~ geeret worl and I cut out and keep any magazine and i i

    

  

newspaper articles at all of this nature...

.

  

    

  
  
  

   
   
   

  
  

  

    
  
  

of their secret agents andthen forwarding them - the

addresses - to the British Intellfence Service at London

To this end I wrote a letter to German

Admiralty Intelligence in whith I said that I wished to

 

Ls
  

  

pret ; become atiemborsefetes i a! C@4), 1,,al.so enclosed copies

SNe ee
ata of the.  

mre .@t
eet of the same plans an nerican destroyers

ae "Preston" and "Smith" that I had previously sent to the _

ae British Intelligence. I enclosed this letter to the

German Naval Intelligence in another envelope addressedto

 

¢ “Germanischer Lloyd in Berlin. I enclosed a note asking

them to forward the enclosed letter to its eddress.

a Rs I got the address of Germanischer Lloyd

| i from the usual beols to be found ina aniipsing company's—

office. et Byes a

I signed my letter to German Intelligence

in the name of Desmond Henderson.At that time I was 1

  

 

nt. 18 Bieitled Posnit tawevores

ar ce As Irecesvedne

%
 

Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



This is theletterfrom sanders which I have marked|

on the en I then wrote to Sanders again at eae

Postfach 629 Hamburg, Germany,saying that any letters could e

be ent to me - Desmond Nenderson,C/0 D.de Renzy,P.0.Box —

1284,Auckland... This P.0.Box is Russell and Somersbox

at the Chief Post Office,Auckland...

About six weeks later I received letter —

No2 from Sanders. This one is dated the 22 nd July 1938. 2

This letter instructed me to send all my communications i

to a cover address - Miss Nore Newman c/o Kiosk Plein,

Den Haag, Holland. Also,whenever I wrote to the cover

address I was to send a picture postcard to Sanders with ~ :

jest my inital and e word of greeting... I presume that a

this wes to let him know that I hed forwerded a letter.

I have received in all eight letters from i

Sanders,but his address Postfech 629 Hamburg was only given|

on the first one.. vost of the letters were merely

signed "S",,WhenIwrote Isignedmy-letters’ "D.H."
r Tee yas : het wt

In letter No 5,dated 28 th November 19.

the suggestion was made that I should visit Germanyw:

the inference thet travelling exrenses would be paidby

Sanders,or whoever he represented.

7 I replied and said thatit was incohven

at the moment for me to leave New Zealand but that I wo

let them know later.

The day after I received letter No.5f3

and suggested that the British authorities should sen

someone in my place. That ts ‘to Germany...

Before this T had previously, shag 
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fics Bidectos of Baval IntelligenceyBritish Admiralty

Because I recetved no reply from “ee

British euthorithes I wrote on 28 th September 1958 to

the Officer Commanding,French Milisery Intelligence.

I received a reply to this letter telling

me to forward any further letters to Despoisse,

Flat bis rue St Charles,Paris - 15e. I have since written

three more letters to that address. These letters were

similar to the ones I wrote to British Intelligence.

Altogether I have written about ten

af letters to Sanders through the Dutch cover addresses. ine

In these letters to Sanders I have given _

all sorts of information.. I have sent information about

 

the arrivel in New Zealane of bombing planes,tanks, Bren— ng

machine guns. Also particulars about additions to the ot

 

Naval squadrons an Australia.. Some of the information i

at have got from newspapers,some from ship's manifests thet

T Have séén! inthe courseofmywork,and ‘some frommy own‘

imegination.. 7

The following is a fair sample of the type :

of letters I have sent to Sanders - me

   

    
  
   
   
    

  
    

    
  

   

   

"GPO Box 1284, Auckland
New Zealand

9 Nov 1938. Fi gea

"Mr Sanders,
Dear Sir,

I am in receipt of your letter 25 th
October for which I thank you and I wish to, report bhp

following. .
1. Tnhereturned febour Government is. negotiating with -

Britain for the supply of 250 more planes. They will es

he used for coastal defences — OF

2. The Australian Government has purchased the praieoe
"Apolo" for their navy and renamed her "Hobart". _
3. Enclosing 19358 Estimate of the NewZealand”Niligary — -
Strength. -

  

 

  I amenclosing also lippings re. manvgacture

of guns in Australia for New Zealand,U. $.S.Maury; and the

arrestof a. "gpy"atthe Naval Base“Auckland.
eT Amy! ui
=a “Yours §ae

A D.H.

 

    

Pu
bl

ic
ly

 re
le

as
ed

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
N

ZS
IS

 D
ec

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

Po
lic

y



i could not see any harm in sending this information

as a good bit of it had appeared in the newspapers.

My idea was to keep in touch with Sanders

and the German Intelligence so that they would continue to

send me the cower addresses,which I could then supply to

the British and French authorities. ‘

I also sent a letter to the Officer

Commanding Italian Military Intelligence. A draft of the

letter I sent is in my Windsor Reporters Notebook,now

held by the police. Drafts of other letters I have sent

to Sanders are also in this notebook.

I have had no reply yet from Italy. I wrote

there about three weeks ago.

Iwas also going to write similarly to

the Japanese Intelligence authorities,but conld not find

an address to send the letter care of.

I am pro British and I certainly have not

sent these letters with any idea of betraying British

interests to foreign powers... I thought that perhaps

I could be of more help doing this than by just joingng

the territorials.

I do not remember saying in one letter

sto the British Intelligence that I had joined the New

Zealand Nazi League. If I did say this it is not true.

I have read something about this League in the "Standard"

newspaper and in the "Workers Weekly".. I downot go to

the German Club.. I have meant to write and ask Sanders for

an introduction to the Nazi League in New Zealand,but I have

not done so.

About six months ago I got in touch by

letter with the Auckland Section of the Communist Party.

I made inquiries about joining the Party. I am not really

a Commmist ‘sympathiser but I thought I would join to see

what it Was all about.. I thought it might be useful if

I went abrogd,perhaps to Russia,some day. 
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I eventually went 60 the Communist Party office

in St Kevins Arcade,Karangahape Rd and there saw the

Secretary Jack Locke and another man named Smith,who said

he was a boilermaker who worked at Fraser and Sons,Stanley

St ,Auckland.. Smith said he was the Party Organiser of

the Grey Lynn branch..

. I paid one shilling entrancentod landat

was told to go along to the Druids Hall,Newton every

Thursday night where City group meetings would be held.

I have not been along to. any meetings.

I have not had time. I did not tbe11 Smith or Locke that

I was corresponding with a Fascist power,or that I had

ever been interviewed by the police about spies or secret

service work.... I read the "Workers Weekly" occasionally.

I intend to fo along to Communist Party meetings when I

have time, just to see what it is like.

Letter No 8 was the last one I received

from Sanders. It is dated the 22 nd March 1939 and signed

"gs", In this letter was enclosed an Engbish £1 note,sent

to cover my postage expenses.. Bach time I wrote to the

Dutch cover addresses by Air Mail it cost me 2/- for pestage.

The pestcard to Sanders cost 1/- a time.

' I have spent the English £1 note.

The change of address notification

contaimed in this letter No 8 I forwarded to the British

and French Intelligence services,on or about the 24 th

April by registered mail.

The only other person who knows anything

about me writing these letters and of my replies from Sanders

is my cousin Douglas Storey. Helives in the same house as me.

He has taken no part at all in my activities. He used to

go into my room™and read my correspondence. Now I lock the

door of my room. 
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  Chief Detective, ; in, L ( they certainly wou x

‘ oe such | 1s from their point of vie

      

 

    
  

     

r ‘ = — = sels

we-ZBALANDPOLICE.

 

REPORT of— Detective E.A.Stevenson , No,2627

relative to Desmond de Renzy,?.0.Box 1284, Auckland,writes me
 

to Naval Intelligence Division, London,Pealleged German
Sécret Service.
 

 

 

4 a
’

r

s I respectfully report that Desmond de
Renzy is well known to me. He is now about 175 years —
of age.. The attached copy of a report submitted by |
me on 14 th October 1937 will explain what I know of hin

I also attach some of his plans, data — ,
and letters found by me in his room when I searched it
on the occasion referred to in my report. These merely
serve to show the type of youth he is. pay

Since I submitted my original file 4
on 14 th October 1937 I have not seen anything further
of it.

 

   

 

   

   

  
    

  

  

    
      

 

     

   
   

  
   

 

    

   

   

De Renzy is now employed as a clerk
in the shipping office of Messrs Russell & Somers Ltd,
Customs St East,Auckland. He is doimg well and is
thovght a lot of by the firm{s management.

Through his occasional talk about
espionage and secret service matters in connection wit
Germany he is jocularly known in his office as “the
Nazi soy".

P.0.Box 1284 Auckland,referred to in
the attached Memo,is the box of Russell and Somers Ltd.

I am in touch with Mr Hughes, the
Menager of this firm and he will let me know of any
foreign mail for de Renzy delivered through the firm's
P.0.box.

   > I would suggest that I again see
de Renzy and again examine all documents and literatu

in his room.

It may quite likely be that he has
established foreign contacts gained through shipping»
addresses learned through his work.

i In his letter to the Admiralty dated

| 19 th Sept,1938 - vide copy attached - de Renzy sa;
that he joined the New Zealand Nazi League.. Secre
No.38/90 shows that such an organisation does not e
From inquiries made in AucklandI am also satisfiedon
this point myself.

  

  

De Renzy has told those with whom }

works that he is a member of the German Club, Auckl
“7 ' To my imowleage this is nottrue.. The

rred to above shows that he1:
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REPORTof

See eoll |. =e

   —%.

NEW ZEALAND POLK
Police-station Detective office Aucklandi,

“Date;_14thOctober193 7

 

  
 

Detective E.A.Stevenson
43. 4

4relative to_ Desmond de Renzy,age 16 years 11 months,sends ty
 

letters re alleged espionage and secret service activities.
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I respectfully report that on the 3 rd

September 1937,Mr Max Gravengiesser, the Secretary of the
Auckland German Club,handed to me the letter attached
to the back of this file and marked "A" by me.
Mr Grapengiesser had no knowledge of the person who
purported to have sent the letter.
The letterwas delivered to him by hand by a youth named
Desmond de Renzy,to whom he was teaching the German lan-
guage at 2/6 ner lesson,but of whom he otherwise fnew _
little. a
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I obtained from Mr Grapengiesserthe

attached Statement. He informed me that the letter was
all nonsense to him and that it was not interested in _

the offer it contained.. He stated that his opinion of

the letter was that it was either genuine,or that,what

was more likely,that some person was trying to"frame"him
with the authorities as a German national engaged in :

espionage.

  

   
   

   

   

   
  

  
   

   
  

     

      

   
  

   

However,1 am satisfied that what as a
Grapengiesser actually thought about the letter was that
I was behind the sending ofit. He suspects that for
for some 4 or 4 years past I have been officially x)
interested in him as one of the Nazi group in Auckland.
It was on the advice of Kurt Wilhelm Schmidt,the leader

of the Nazis here that Grapengiesser brought the letter

to me.

After consulting the Chief Det-ctive

Rall and Insrector Ward I got Grapengiesser to reply to Bi

the letter,saying that he was interested in the offer and

sugresting an annointment.. However,no subsequent reply

was received. ;

While still engaged on inquiries with
a view to establishing the identity of the sender of the

letter referred to above,another similar letter in the ~

same handwriting came into my possession... This letter
was sent by registered post to Miss P.F.Fisher,of 17 a

| Waterview Rd,Stanley Bay.. The letter is attached and —
is marked "BY,,. ‘The subject matter of the letter was
absolute nonsense to Miss Fisher although it slightl
alarmed her.

Inauiries made by me at the Defence
Dept and at the Naval Base,Devonport,also at the Navy
Dept,Wellington,showed that.what information the two
letters contaimed that could be checked up had no
foundation in fact.

After I received the second letter

 

a Z
| it becamestill more obvious that the youth Desmoni

Renzyhadsomething to do withthe sending of thi
: cay :

ve PU aac inedcopi
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Desmond de Renzy is almost 17 years of
age. He resides with his widowed,blind and almost invalid
mother and an aunt,at 48 Stanley Point Rd,Devonport.

I visited the youth's home and on making
an examination of his room I found a large volume of
literature,notes,plans and mans,all showing ample evidence
that he had an absdlute obsession for collecting all sorts
of information concerning defence works,navies,air fleets
and more particnularly,about spies and intelligence work
generally.

A remarkable collection of books and notes
is now in my possession and a great deal of what they contain
is the product of the lad's most ingenious imagination.

I have shown all this material to
Commander Tinley, Officer-in-charge,Naval Base. He informed
me that there were two matters mentioned in the lad's
books which he regarded as secret information though he
could notsay that the essential details were correct.

Thefirst matter was particulars of fortifications and
defence at the Singavore Naval Base. The second was
details of ships ondthe New Zealand Station that are ready
to take up service as armed merchant vessels,or "Q" ships
as de Renzy callsthem in the book.

In the light of what I now know about the
whole matter I believe that these two matters are not
secret and the particulars are incorrect and valueless.

de Renzy is a lad of a most secretive
nature and probably the most outstanding trait in his
character is a remarkable duplicity. As an instance of this
the following is an example. He has been employed in
Auckland for some 18 months and during the whole of that
time he has told his mother and aunt that he has been
employed by the Twigg Engineering Co. In the course of
inouviries I found that this was untrue; he has never

been employed by this firm. He is the only employee of a
man named Woolnough who manufactures wringers at 52
Fanshawe St.

He has also told his mother and aunt a

circumstantial story about doing work in his spars bime
for a British Secret Service officer.
> eventually

% When I fimnmkix interviewed de Renzy this

was also the story he told me and persisted with in some

4 or 5 interviewsi:I had with him.

He denied that he had writtentthe letters
to Grapengiesser and to Miss Fisher,but said that he

recognised the handwriting as that od a Major Hinds,whom

he satd,he had known for about 2 years. He said that at

first he thought that this Major Hinds was a British

Intelligence Officer,but later he learned "the horrible

truth" that Hinds was head of an"internattonal spy ring"
engaged in collectifg and selling to various nations,

information re defence and espionage matters.

I have attached hereto a pencilled letter

from de Renzy to his friend Gerald Barlow,a schoolboy

age 15 years. This letter gives an understanding of

‘de Renzy's vivid imagination. The story he told me was

almost identieal.

Finally,de Renzy broke down on his story,

mainly because he could not, keep check on the lies he had

previously told and also because of mistakes in. spelling

oceurring in *the letters.

He admitted that he had written the two lette
-rs A and B,andthe only reason he could give was that

Sent: aw
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he supposed that his hobby of SeCECe SeSuALCG) Moe el
"got too far ahead of :
attached. P

Also see.
eecae

From inquiries1nage made
and from my own observations I would say th
does not yet appear to have any tendencies. tow!

q ey with pugpotentialities for clever false |D
and forgery he is certainty worth knowing about

His father Thomas George de| Renzy,now dead,
was convicted at the age of 80cagesroe charges oF theft
anf es) ESEeaCer ,

Aat

ty. This 1have the! faiieatty's
C rectorofNav Tatelligence reply now in my possession,
bearing thesealof the Admiraltyand enclosed in two
envelopes in the correct reghlation manner inconnection

with secret matters. I am informed that the information
i he sent,concerning torpedos on United States destroyer

_ vessels,is probably | correct. .

One of the books anuse Baikepossession
ne,is a copy of the eroeueerane! Signal Book

e Marine,issued b, British Board of

there is nothing particularly eeranee. oea copy of it
being in possession of a civilian. I am informed that

nm olda would have been discarded years ago.

Homevenron the front cover of the book is
08 paver bea: he following words - "Admiralty

Book Tntellig ce Office.Auckland Branch XXV.

c Foreign ce London B.c.1."

ithiin waeeet cniey eli coemlannes mina
= in) mind in making the offer contained in the

hesent ee Grapengiesser.

: I have informed Mr Grapengiesser and Wiss
usher and the Officer in charge,Naval Base of the result

of inquiries.

De Renzy has not committed any offence to-
REAee further police perigee
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Police-station ;Detective offi  Date:_13 th April

REPORT of __Detective E.A.Stevenson No.2627

relative to_®ppiication for file re Desmond de Renzy,

     

  
 

alleged secret intelligence agent.

 

 

 

      
       

     

    

  

  

October 19397 a report submitted by me concerning one
Desmond de Renzy,alleged secret intelligence agent,
was forwarded to the Inspector.

in connection with a secret inouiry.

My report,referred to above,was no
treated as secretyit is probably filed in Auckland.

Det .2627.
 

} Insp Yard,

Vill you please let me have this file?

 

ay

I respectfully report that on the 14 th

I now make apvlication for this file

   

*
Sin
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ces90)50.

POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON, ¢C.1, 12th. April 1959.

MEMORANDUMfor
i 3

The Superintendent of Police,

AUCKLAND.Sen

P.O. Box 1284 Auckland. The witer is unknown to the Home authorities and

there is noprevious wecord of Hage this office. His knowledge of the add-

ress Box 629 Hamburg is regardedwith.significance and indicates that he has

acquired some definite information of value.

is aN f a riries made regarding de Renzy's identity.

If necessary he might be eieshvigaed ae it is as be borne in mind that pro=

ceedings may have to be taken against him later. The question of whether he

should be interviewed is one which you might determine when other inquiries

have been made.

In the letter dated 19th Beptember reference is made to the New

Zealand Nazi League. No organization of that name is known to exist, but in

that connection I am forwarding for your information file No. Secrgt Bee

relating to a bogus advertisement inserted in a daily newspaper in Wellington

on the 28th May 1938.

Commissioner of Rata 
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Ref.11/3e GS,EW.

P.O, Box 115s

WELLINGTON,C24.
29th December, 19426—

ss

MEMORANDUM for _
Capt. Meikle, a
AUCKLAND.

re D yDE _RENZY.

I have received fram G,5.0.1(I) a memorandum,
dated 28thinstant, concerning the above-named, in
the following terms:-

"In reply to your memo, GS/MB of 2hth Dec. *h2,
the above was transferred to Area 1 Pool on
indefinite leave without pay on 22 Dec. 2.

The matter has been discussed with the Police
Department and this Headquarters will be informed
from time to time as to his general behaviour and
activities."

b —~y

MAJOR, GS.
DIRECTOR, SECURITY INTELLIGENCE,
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INTERNAL MARKETING DIVISION.

 

MARKET PRICES — APPLES AND PEARS.

-PERISINS<& SONS,LTD.
Distributor. i.

Ci vl rrAN D

Town. Date.

RANGE OF MARKET VALUES.

 

 

 VARIETY.
| Extra Fancy. Fancy. | Commercial.

 = Nel. ncliriscilinkreste aB Lwre 3 £20

| | of 1: / /

b WW-bibn
Fe : Signature. £ ae

fs 200pads/4/4o—445]
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Tr

M.3-T-F/EVB. EX

»De 312/5/486/4

site2 Headquarters,

LINGTON GeS Aeeq   

   

 

The Director,
Security Intelligence
Vi INGLONe PANS ocaameevito

In reply to your memo GS/MB of 2h. Dec 42, the above
wes transferred to Area 1 Pool on indefinite leave without pay
on 22 Dee l2e

The matter has been discussed with the Police Department
and this Headquarters will be informed from time to time as to
his general behaviour and activitiese

. Magn
p e-Cole
i GENERAL STAFF
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WELLINGTON
_ 2hth December, 1942

 
$

REFERENCE; GS/MB

|
1

The DeCeGeSe

Headquarters,

, - Gr wr

     
     
   

   

R ATTENT LONve E VILON DIRE OPIG LO O MODLULSALLON

i RENZYDeDE
 

—anenney emergeste ae nis, Gene: a ‘ab aoa q i

i forwardedaaeePack éee3Diveween request, /

 

This man has been a reeurring anxiety to me ei over a year
end while I consider that he is safer in the Armythan atlargeI
think that it is vital to ensure thathis Army, employmentisof £

-! > gefe character and on aStationwherehis’ opportunities ofindulging |
his passion for collecting military formation are strictly limited.
As the ac report, I think, establishes, he should notbe

itable for rseas service. re

     

be advised in due course as to the decision arrived at ae
DE RENZY’s final disposal? — Pe
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[Form N:Z.—399.
(Ly pads 100.)

ZEALAND MILITARY FORCES.

prorroue/ ee:
Please quote this number,  

HEADQUARTERS,

NORTHERN MILITARY DISTRICT,

__P.0.BOX152,

MOSES

__11thDecember, 1942

EGE IVED
Major K. Folkes Ot 0 4044
Pade Box 7755 °° PR PEAHG
WELLINGTON.

237934 - PRIVATE D. DE RENZY - 3rd DIVISTON
2nd N.Z.E.F.
 po
I enclose a copy of a report upon the abovenamed

eeI furnished to the A.A. Q.M.G., 3rd Division,
arequest.

It appears that the action which I have suggested
re eS to him will be taken but I advise youof
the position in case the matter is referred to you by
se nister of Defence.

Attached to my report are 3 pages of green paper.
These represent my draft in which you will note that
certain matter appears which was not included in the fair
copy. I omitted it firstly because the report was over-
long and serondly because it was not directly relevant
to the simple question of whether he was to be rouane in
the Expedit: onary Force. It my however be usef
any argument arises regarding RENZY's final disposal.
He has been*recwrring anxiety to me for over a year and
while I conSider that he is safer in the army than at
large I think also that it is vital to ensure that his
army employment is of a safe character and on a station

‘ where his opportunities of indulging his passion for
collecting military information are strictly limited.
I am not clear myself as to what more can be done to
restrain him but you may be able to devise something
more effective than I have been able to think of.

4ie

CAPTAIN
NORTHERN DISTRICT S.I.B.

(D. 22472/120,),_ 3,500 pads/6/4t—3436) 
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10/12/42

237934 - PRIVATE D. DE RENZY

 

 

Ne, DESMOND DE RENZY was born in New Zealand on 30/11/20.
| end is now therefore 22 years of age. Before he joinedthe
__army he livedat-Massey~Avenue,;"One TreeHI1ly

‘S*His father, THOMAS GEORGE DE RENZY, now deceased, was
born in Bradford, England, and is a British subject. Little
is known of the father except that he is remembered as a
somewhat odd character, that he was convicted in 1931 on a
Charge of obtaining money by false pretences and that he
was 70 years old at the time of DE RENZY's birth, a fact
which may have some significance in estimating the son's
mentality and character. $

DE RENZY!s first end only employment after he left |
| school was as office boy to RUSSELL and SOMERS LTD., shipping,|
\ customs and insurance agents of 33 Customs Street, Auckland. —

This firm states that DE RENZY, while in their employment, }
Was a constant source of trouble, always at loggerheads with |

_\ other members of the staff and in other respects unreliable./
eee dis had proved himself to be an imaginative liar and had also

constantly provoked his fellow workers by pro-German
utterances. He was a complete crank on the subject of
naval vessels, their armaments and equipment and spent much
time in seeking and recording information concerning them.
He left the firm on 22/11/41 and would not be re-employed by
them under any circumstances.

(on various occasions since 1937 DE RENZY has provoked
police queptctyn208 nyuiry,| Hejhas come under security
notice at various times s{rice March 1941. The first
suspicion concerning him developed from incidents which
disclosed that he had an intense and persistent interest,
amounting almost to a mania, in espionage and intelligence
activities.

DE RENZY first attracted attention in 1937 when
two American destroyers visited New Zealand. Contrary to
an express prohibition, he smuggled a small camera on board
one of these ships, took certain photographs and forwarded
these, together with information derived from a member of
the crew, to the British Admiralty. In the light of what
has subsequently transpired, it appears that DE RENZY,
although at that time only 17 years of age, was even then
picturing himself in the role of an-intelligence agent.

Apparently as the result of the discouragement from
3 these activities which he then received, he conceived in

1938 the idea of making contact with the German Secret
Service and he did in fact sueceed in this intention, (in
that year the police recovered from him copies of letters,
which, in the name of DESMOND HENDERSON, he admitted sending
to German intelligence agents. The police also foud in
his possession § letters from a German intelligence agent.
They bore Hamburg postmerksand acknowledged receipt of
information from him.In these various letters DE RENZY
was given secret"cover" addresses to which to forward his
further communications and in one he was sent an amount
equivalent to £1 to cover postage.
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police report,} his German correspondent made a
tentative proposal that DE RENZY should visit Germany
"to push on our business affairs." The coples of the
letters which DE RENZY admits having forwarded to
Germany show that he supplied that country with a
considerable amount of information Heandjeas.the

ina t)is dated 28th November 1938,[says a
t,

activities in New Zealand angAustralia and,f as the
police recorded at that tine,/it is to be néted in
estimating the value to his German correspondents of
such information as he supplied that they considered
it worth while not only to correspond with him for a
period of over 12 months but to suggest to him a visit
to Germany. That the letters reeeivéd by DE RENZY are
in fact authentic is confirmed by advice from the British
Secret Service that the address from which they emanated
was one known to them as a "cover" address used by
German Intelligerce. .

In September 1938 DE RENZY also wrote to the French
intelligence Service offering his services and at a later
date to the Italian Intelligence Service making the same
proposal.

Lie both 1937 and 1938 DE RENZY was warned by the
police to desist from these activities, uy

it 1s also known of DE RENZY that in 1937 he was
receiving lessons in German from a leading Nazi in
the Auckland Group and that he attended at the German Club,
Auckland, which was then'a Nazi cirele. He stbsequently
sent a letter to MAK GRAPENOGIESSER, a Nazi-German \who. has
since been interned, offering him a seeret codebook. of
the British Admiralty. Inquiry since then has proved that
this book was a copy of the International Codeof Signals
but also that it was out of date at that time and therefore
of no value. Whether DE RENZY knew this when he made his
proposal is not. clear.

DE RENZY was also reported to have related a variety
of stories about his being in touch with international spies
but the results of inguiry into them suggested that these
were largely fictitious. Nevertheless, investigation did
establish that he had got together an extensive collection
of maps, plans, books, cuttings and other notes dealing with
Ships, warships, defence measures, esplonage and intelligence
work generally. Much of the information which he thus
recorded was of such a kind as would be available to essual
inguirers and a considerable amount of it would probably
already be known to foreign intelligence agencies but it
seems Certain that not allthat herecorded.nor..abl.thathe
contiunicated would be already known to the enemy or without
value to them.

In_1939 DE RENZY also joined the Communist Party
but/policelinguiry did not show that his object was in
doing so‘or that his activities in thet sphere were
significant.

In Way 1939 DE RENZY was the subject of a report
by the Commissioner of Police to the Minister in Charge
of Police, The police view st that time was that, although
DE RENZY had been advised to desist from any further

It
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communie¢ations of the kind in which he had been
engaged, it was doubtful whether he had a sufficient
sense of responsibility to accept this advice. He
had, in fact, even while under police inauiry, submitted
a draft of a further letter which he wished to send to
Germany, The Commissioner of Police suggested that
DE RENZY's case might be referred to the Minister of
Defence, No action was taken agsinst him and for a
time at least he appeared to have abandoned his previous
activities.

  

  

   

   

  

In December 1941 DE RENZY again attracted attention
by a voluntary statement to the police that on four
occasions between September 1940 and August 1941 he had
handed to captains of visiting Japanese merchants vessels,
letters addressed to theGerman Consul at Tokio and
containing local shipping and defence information. No
actual corroboration of his statement could be gbtained
but under close cross-examination his story remained
unshaken while his previous history end other known facts
tended to confirm it,

At this date DE RENZY had already done some
military service and it is at least possible that the
information which he had communicated may have included
some of a military character which would be of definite
value to the enemy. He had been cahbed for territorial
service on 20/12/40 and hed been posted to the 2nd
Battalion, Auckland Regiment, with which unit he was in
Gamp at Whangarei, from which on 3/4/41 he was marched
out on completion of his training. According to a report
from his unit he performed his military service satisfact-
orily, giving no trovble and attracting no attention, On
22/9/41 he was transferred to the ist Battalion, Auckland
Regiment, on the ground that his ordinary residence made
attendance at parades of the 2nd Battalion impracticable.
The istBattalion was mobilised on 1/12/41 and it wes in the
interval between his period of intensive training and
his mobilisation that, sccording to his own statements,
he sent his communications to the German Consul at Tokio,

DE RENZY served with the 1st Auckland Battalion
first inAvondale Camp and later in the Auckland Fortress
seeks On 2/1/42 he was reported as being at Castor Bay
attery Area and-was later transferredto ,Whangapargoa

but upon ceptsvalvadentatite, ig Seewitharen ‘Sam Wiratrcat
15/3/42 to Hillerest Camp. ‘The Security view at this
time was that, provided that DE RENZY was not employed in
any defence area where he could obtain fresh information
or an important kind, he would be under more effective
supervision in the army than out of it,

DE RENZY had been called in the 12th Overseas
Ballot on 2/12/41 but, in accordance with the usual
procedure where a serving territorial became liable for
overseas service, he continued to serve with his Territorial
unit until he was actually required for overseas. He
temained with ist Auckland until 12/8/42 on which date he
Was marched out to Area 4 for sosting to tst Battalion,
Waikato esse and on 26/8/42 he was posted to 3rd Dive,
2nd N.Z.E.F.
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the

Interrogation of DE RENZY revealed that,
far from being imbecile, he was capable of subtle
prevarication and generally much more intelligent
than he might appear to a casual observer. Neverthe-
less his mind seemed to work on lines not guite normal.
Much of his reasoning was hard to understand as was
also his complete disregard of the warnings which he
has from time to time received. There was no doubt that
DE RENZY was, as his employers had described him, an
imaginative liar. The actual correspondence which has
passed between DE RENZY and the agents of foreign
powers is sufficiently authenticated but over and above
this, he has told many stories of association with spies
ia New Zealand and other transactions of a like
Character which cannot be credited. He produced on
one o¢easion an impressive certificate, typed on the
headed note-paper of the French Foreign Office and
accrediting him as an agent of the French Intelligence
Service and as one who had performed valuable peeks
The signature was that of a high-ranking officer?i
Characteristic French handwriting. Under igberrdeation
BE RENZY admitted, ss was suggested by Internal evidence
ia the letter itself, that the whole elaborate document
was a complete forgery executed by himself. A great
deal else contained in his various statements was
similarly proved to be fabricated.

What inquiry has established is that DE RENZY
has an intense and persistent espionage mania. It
may be that, defeated in his ambition to become a
British intelligence agent, he has alternatively
indulged hisinterest’ by communicating with intelligence
services in foreign comtries. This however does not
appear to be the whole truth of the matter. Thefact
seems to be that he has irrésistible exhibitionist
tendencies which impel him constantly to dramatise
himself in some remarkable role, and this notwithstanding
that he-has had repeated official warnings such as must
have been accepted by any normal individual and have
instantly deterred him from repetition of the activities
complained of. Nor has the suggestion of detention, if
no other m: of checking him could be found, proved
effective now appears that there is no likelihood
of this latter step or indeed of any other effectively
restraining action being taken against him and this
position may have been recognised by DE RENZY and have
emboldened him to ignore the warnings which he has
received. t is known that he continues even now to
record pping and other information and to invent
new and fantastic stories about himself.

Bolten nl
The. view.of Securityofticers who nave beer in

contact with DE RENZY is that he is mentally abnormal
and habitually untruthful and is the victim of a ehronic
esplonage mania, under the influence of which he is
entirely unpredictable <¢s to his conduct. Security
inquiry has failed to establish that DE RENZY is
deliberately or consciously disloyel but in view of what
is known of DE RENZY's character and tendencies and of
the fact that he has repeatedly shéwn that he cannot
be relied upon to behave normally, there is definite
reason for keeping him so placed thet his opportunities
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of obtaining and passing on information of military
or other value to an enemy country will be limited
and for s0 supervising his conduct thst these or any
other similar activities may be prevented or at least
be immediately detected,

DE RENZY is probably a case for a psychietrist
but whether or not medical examination would show him
to be suffering from one of the recognised forms of
mental disturbance, he cannot be said to be fit, from
a security point of vlew, for overseas service. His
record would sugzest that his undevelaned sense of
responsibility together with his persistent obsession
with regard to enemy intelligence services could make
him a serlous danger to any overseas formation of which
he was a member. He would at least be a constant
source of anxiety. On active service, it is probable
that he would have information of greater value to the
enemy than in a home defence vnit and his knowledge of
this fact might easily excite him to some folly,sor even
some betrayal, in line with his known mania and history.
It is practically certain that if he were taken prisoner
by the enemy, he would recognise no restriction upon what
he should disclose.
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MEMORANDUM FOR:/ _ 13thJanuary, 942+

Major K. Folkesy/ afBs ke
P.O. Box 775,~ ee [ A
WELLINGTON. REL" pw
ASS a eteZt — { _

DESMOND DE RENZY

With reference to my NDSIB/115 of the 28th May,
1941, I enclose a further report upon the abovenamed
from which you will note that DE RENZY may be once
again engaged in communicating with enemy intelligence
services abroad.

In view of the fact that the police had a
complete case against this man in 1939 but could not,

as I understand, obtain the necessary consent to a
prosecution, I am passing my information about this
man on to the police, but will continue to keep you
advised so that you may be present at the ceremony
(if any) of eating words.

a
CAPTAIN

ENCL: NORTHERN DISTRICT §

 

(D. 224/2/120.) 5,000 pads/4/4x-2878)
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\f 13/1/42.
 

DESMOND” DE RENZY
Z

/

gyenoleeweaay for Territorial
service on 20/ posted to the 2nd Battalion
Auckland Regiment. He entered camp at Whangarei on
7/1/41 and was released on the completion of his training
on 3/4/41. His history sheet showed him to be a keen,
efficient and well-conducted soldier during that period.

On 22/9/41 DE RENZY was transferred to the 1st Bn.
Auckland Regiment for the reason that his place of
residence made attendance of parades of the 2nd Battalion
impracticable, The ist Battalion was mobilized on 10/12/41
and DE RENZY proceeded to Avondale Camp. His battalion
has now been split up into sub-units which are engaged in
manning defence posts of the Auckland Fortress Area#

On 2/1/41 DE RENZY was posted to guard duty at
Castor Bay Battery Area where he is still stationed.

DE RENZY was called in the 12th (Overseas) Ballot
on 2/12/41. In accordance with the usual procedure where
a serving territorial is called for overseas service he
continues to serve with his territorial unit until he is
actually required for overseas.

DE RENZY left the employ of RUSSELL and SOMERS LTD.,
Shipping, Customs and Insurance Agents, 83 Customs Street,
Auckland, on 22/11/41. At the time of leaving he had two
weeks! leave owing to him and he stated that he wished to
employ this leave in going to Christchurch and looking
after his sick mother, He was therefore paid up to 6/12/41,
but the company subsequently found that DE RENZY did not
go to Christchurch and that his mother was not ill.

RUSSELL and SOMERS described DE RENZY as a keen
and ift@ITTZénttyperand=aswhaving performed his duties
satisfactorily. However, they now say also (and this
presents rather a different picture of DE RENZY from that
which they gave me about 9 months ago) that he proved
himself to be an unmitigated liar whose word could not be
relied on. They further state that he was always causing
trouble in the office and starting arguments by pro-German
talk. He was also a crank on naval vessels and naval
armaments and this interest became with him such an obsession
that they were very glad to release him. They finally paid
him off and have no intention of re-engaging him.

The manager added that DE RENZY's friends, though
few, were extremely odd and that just befo
camp he became engaged to one BERYL BIRCH

hed.

In 1939 as you may confirm by referring to your ow
file, Security Intelligence, London, advised that DE RENZY
was suspected of contact with the German Intelligence
Service. Police inquiry proved this to be the fact. DE RENZY's
case is reviewed in a letter dated 30/5/39 from the Commissioner
of Police to the Minister. This letter shows a complete lack
of apprehension both of the dangers involved in such
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communication and of the need for preventive and
disabling measures. There is even a suggestion that
it would be necessary to estimate the nature and value
of the information communicated before deciding whether
an offence had been committed. No steps were in fact
taken against DE RENZY.

About a month ago DE RENZY, apparently at the
instance of his mother, called at the Central Police
Station and confessed that during the past year he had
again engaged in passing information to enemy countries.
The Police are further investigating the matter.

It is of course possible that this fresh
confession is either a mere piece of exhibitionism on
DE RENZY's part or an attempt to disqualify himself for
overseas service. The police have been floundering
about on this case for some weeks. I have passed to
them such fresh information as I have obtained, I have also
had him transferred from the coastal defence area, but
otherwise I propose to let the Police get themselves
out of the hole they appear to have dug for themselves. I
shall continue to keep a close eye on what is happening.
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KF/MB eet 3ra June, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR:

Commissioner of Police,
WELLINGTON,

 

DE_RENZY
You may like to have some of the follewing facts concerning the abo

to place with your file, DE RENZY was called up for territorial service
on 20/12/40 and entered camp at Whangarei with the 2nd Bn, Auckland Regiment
on 7/1/41 from which he was released on 3/4/41, He was employed in the
orderly room of his Company as a clerk, His 0.0. Geptain H.HUTTON and the
officer who had most to do with him, 2nd Lieut, A. CONCHIE, describe
him as a keen soldier, very interested in his work and alive and efficient
as an orderly room clerk. Their view of DE RENZY was that he was absolute];
loyal and serious. j

DE RENZY now resides at Massey Avenve, One Tree Hill, Auckland , an
is now employed by Messrs, RUSSELL and SOMERS LTD. This firm acts as
Agents for a Japanese Shipping Line. DE RENZY is thought highly of by the
He will be 21 on the 20th November and will then, of course, be liable
for overseas service to which he is reported to be looking forward.

Hi
MAJOR

GENERAL STAFF
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4A. CONCHIE, described him as a keen soldier, very interested 7 .

since the police report upon him was made,

   \

AUCKLAND. C.1.

 

28th May, sei
Major K. Folkes, * nile
Room 3, he
Floor 3, . Uy, pris
A.P.A. Building,
Featherston St.,
WELLINGTON.

DESMOND DE RENZY.

Replying to your enquiry of the 25th April re-
garding this man, the local police are unable to give me
any information upon DE RENZY'S recent activities,

My own enquiries however reveal that DE RENZY eee
resides at MasseyAve., One Tree Hill, and is now employed
by Messrs. Russell and Somers Ltd., Shipping Customs and
Insurance Agents, 83 Customs Street. In view of the fact ie
that this firm acts as agents for a Japanese Shipping line +
I_ caused special enquiry to be made of them regarding DE : {
RENZY. I am informed that they think highly of him and / ;
have no reason to suspect him of any disloyal attitude.

DE RENZY was called up for Territorial service ; ae
on 20/12/40 and entered camp at Whangarei with the 2nd y
Bn. Auckland Regiment on 7/1/41, being released again on
3/4/11 »

He was employed in the orderly room of his
Company as a clerk. His Company Commander, Capt. H.
HVTTON and the officer who had most to do with him, 2nd/Lieut.

in his work, and both alive and efficient esan orderly room
clerk. They both felt confident that DE RENZY was absolutely hae
loyal and serious. :

DE RENZY will be 21 years of age on the 20th Nov-
ember next and will then be liable for overseas service to
which he isreported to be looking forward.

It would appear from these reports that DE RENZY
has settled down during the last two years which have elapsed ati
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If any reply, please
quote this number:

6 NEB Ss. 39/60

NEW ZEALAND.

POLICE DEPARTMENT,

 

WELLINGTON,C.1,

a 2cuud May, s4hLe
r—

pase aT
suMURuYU ior

Major K. Folkes, |
Army Headquarters,
WELLINGTON.

 

    
   

   

  

On the 20th instant I received from your office this
Department's file relating toesmond de Renzy. A black
exercise book which accompanied the file when it was for-
warded to Lieut. Colonel Méwhood on the 13.2.1 has, however,
not been returned.

co

you will have same forwarded early.
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F/B € Bs 25th April, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR:

Mr. H.C,Meikle,
AUCKLAND.

DE_Bezy
The Police File in this case was handed to me some time ago for

perusal. ~I cannot send you the file but I send you a copy of a ities
which has been written by the Commissioner of Police to the Minister.

you know enything about DE RENZY. You might enquire from the
local Policewhwhat his activites are at the moment,

[i
MAJOR

GENERAL STAFF

Encl.
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de RENZY Desmond

 

F1LE. AUCKLAND

oO ti . C1 k S.1I.B.File Attached

pee ee vs See also Packet No.43 in strong-room

_CeP. Public Meetings C.P. Branch Meetings Ancillary Org. Attendances

'

| ¢

{
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Born: 30.11.1920
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de RENZY Bsmond AUCKLAND FILE. 

Writes to Director of Naval Intelligence alleging he is Aan
touch with German Secret Service Re

Suggested as unsuitable for Secret Work in Auckland
Recommended he be interned
Employed Mason, Porters Ltd., Auckland - fined £5 for breach
Military Decorations & Distinctive Badges Aes 1918,

Auckland on 14/5/43. = te f

& qlevezctohetate cialis

Complete
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