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NEN ZEATAND POLICE

Detective Office,Auckland.

20.th April 1843,

Report of | <eoives Det.Sergt.B.A.Stevenson, Ne.Z26Z7.
relative to sese- Degmond de RENZY - employment of.
RHYRVT -',rf:',’.-‘)',"’/f“. Y= »'--‘v':} "F:\?Vr?}@’ﬁv{‘}_nﬁg

I respectfully report that the Commisslones
has not been apprised of the position re de Renzy since hils
migute dated 25.2.43.

de Renzy has not returned to Hamliltom,vide
2 nd paragraph of my report dated 25 rd March 1943,though he has
been notified by the Manpower Office st Hamilton to do soj;thelr
last memorandum to thils effect being deted the € th inst. This
ig apparently at variance with Inguiries made b¥ Det.Serght,Mirray,
vide 1 st parasgraph of his report dated 30 ult.

de Renzy is stlll residing with his mother snd
elster at 7 Massey Avenue,Green Lane. He infeormed me yesterday
that he 1s swalting some finelity and permission from the Manpower
authorities to take up work in Aucklend.. In the meantime he 1s
doing odd private gardening work,earning from 10/- to 16/- for a
day's work... He is also In receipt of the soldier's Rehabllitatlor
Alloweance of £3-10-0 & week for 13 weeks,dating from 13.3.45,

Therefore the position regarding de Renzy's
employment 1s that the Auckland Man power Office will not plece
him until he gets authority from the Hamllton Office to return
to work in Auckland, and the latter office will not release him
from his employment in that town as they tell him that the Police
have stated that they do not want him workling in Auckland.

So fer as the Police are concerned I do not
think there is any real objection to de Renzy belng allpwed to
work end live in Auckland and help to suppert and live with his
blind Mother, so long as the Commissioner's instructlon dated
1 st December 1942 is complied with. That wes ,of ¢ ourse,the
purpose of my consul ting the Manpower euthoritles in the first
place about de Renzy.

» As can be seen from the last two or three
repBrts on this file de Renzy 1s the subject of a separate flle
with & view to prosecution for a breach of the Military Decorations
and Distinctive Badges Act 1918.

For information please.

he Sub Insp. Dets. f’)%g«u\ :

ucklard,

Dat.Sergt.

o~
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE. /5 )

Police-station :_Auckland Central

Date: 1 st. September 1941

REPORT! ¢f s oonstable T.J.Keogan b , INo. Temporary

relative fo Observations of Undersirable persons seen in the

Streets of Auckland by me for the fortnight ending 1/9/41.

Regulation Noe. 1358,

I respectfully report that for the fortnight ending
the 1 st. September 1941, I have observed the following

undersirable persons in the Streets of Auckland,

Name. Pime Date Where & with whom seen,

Preston Walter @ 8 a.m. 28/8/41 Airedale Street alone.
Gorl-' g
P,G. 1939 P. 419

Photo, 1915 P. B,

ﬂm. J&JZ‘"‘"’
ior Sergeant Temporé{ Congtable,

300,90 /10/40—9513] e
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! & ) .y: ,.’/
NATIONAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT NS . /8O 84

o~ (Man-Power Division)

‘ \\;' . P.0« Box 114.8}4-, AUCKLAND G.ls
.  MEMORANDUM for:- : - 9th December, 1942.
3 :

" The Officer in Charge,
‘Police Station,
AUCKLAND C.1l.

re: DESMOND DE RENZY.

One of your detective officers saw me yesterday in
regard to the abovenamed and I have now had further enguiries .
made. It aprears he was arrested by the Military Police on
e the 3rd instant and returned to his regiment in Hamilton.

.

;?7 27/ Nothing is known of his transfer to Area No. 1 Pool on leave
y ? /4 w:Ltnout pPaye :

should you have any further information regardlng de Renzy,
— w1ll you please advise me. b Py

- -y,

DISTRILT MAN—POWER giFILEH.
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The Inspector,

1t will be necessary fmx to
request the Controller of Censorship
to .'unpoae a general cersonship on this
man's correspondence,please.

24,3.42

y
kj
¥
£

ok

0§\I:0I|C
N
<§
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NEW ZEALAND POLIGE,

Subject: Desmond De RENZY - Allegedly sending information to the enemy.

TH«E ‘392§rtntpnder1t of Police, /m M ?1‘,4 M

‘f._,l\_, AN L

S0 A : . Qefert alTastfesl

= ""1"'{ 26 11ave the facts l..f this

Ocase brought under the notice of the gmm
Army Inte-,lu,nce Department at

—hAuckland, I think Captain Russell (Pg}-’

Ois tiue officer concerned. If so, 23 3-42

+=Det. Sergeatn Stevenson could see

ohin and at the same tlme ascertain

W—partlﬂu1srs of De Renz y s military

Wservice including his Army No. and
in what unit he is scrving If

—De Renzy has 8 private esddress or

dlettér box censcorship in respect of

his correspondence should be arranged.

Under no circumstances is De

cnzy to receive a permit to enter
to wharves or shipping.

s % [/g,/,,,/.)ch)ﬁ

ommis l\I’a : fe fI } 165 o[ 1

;;4\
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 NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

[Police—1004.

Police-station : PDetective Office,Auckland.

Diite:: 11 th December 194 1

I{IEP%)I{]ﬂqf' Det. Sergt. E.A.Stevenson . Np, 2e2

relative to Desmond de Henzy - allegedly sending information

to the enemy.

I respectfully report that at 11-15 a.m
on date de Renzy came to the Detective Office and
informed me that he had this morning received
Instructions by telegram to report immediately for
military service.. He asked me what he should do.

He thinks that he will probebly be golng into Avondale
racecourse camp for territorials.

I informed him that he should carry
out his instructions from the Director of National
Service and he said that ke would do thls.. He said
that he had no aversion to going into camp, or to

going overseas.
QOThe sub Inspector, 2?, ;

3 Det.Sergt.
The Inspector,

frevious file to your office on
the 8th, instant.

//“0/, }/7& % | 11,12.41. )

| : DL 1ftens

L) 0 L] e

r lon & o omprnerfesen

} Vi /577‘/ "‘é/d y J,__‘;;,_-_:.,..._“..i_-i




K21j10d uonealyissepag SISZN 9yl Japun pases|al Ajo1ignd



A21j0d uonealisse|daqg SISZN 8yl Japun pases|al ApIignd



Ao1j0d uonealjisse|dad SISZN 8y Japun pases|al A|o1ignd



K21j10d uonealyissepad SISZN 8yl Japun pasesial Ajdlgnd



A21j10d uonealisse[paq SISZN 8yl Japun pases|al Ajolgnd



K2110d uonealissepaq SISZN 8yl Japun pases|al APpljgnd



400.

he had to bluff bls way across across thers.
-

The two Swastlka badges,also found in
his pockebs, he saild "wers sent to me from Sanders before
the war".. 1t willl be seen that they are gtamped
“Made in England.

The Swastlka armlet I found on his
dressing table when L searched the room on the 1 st inst.

Another envelope (herewith) posted‘at
Hamburg on 21.7.39, Airmail,shows that someone there -
5 presumably Sanders, wrote to de Renzy shortly before the
outbreak of war.

The picture postcard of the
M.V."Maetsuycker",addressed to Sanders was no doubt
prepared by de Renzy befote the war.. The idea of these
cards 1s shown In my previous report.. Before the war
whenever de Renzy sent a letter for Sanders to one of
the cover sddresses 1n Holland,he had,at the same time
to send a card similarly addressed to this one, as a signal
to Sanders that a letter had been sent to a cover address.

The black covered reporter's notebock
contains entries in de Renzy's handwriting,some of which
may be of importance in possible corroboration of de Renzy's
present story.

In the small blue 1938 dlary are a
number of entries apparently written after the outbreak
of war. It will be seen that some of these refer to
myself. There is glso a press photograph of myself in
this diary.

The entries in the wallet notebook
were apperently sll made before the war. BSome of these
entries would tend to show that de Renzy's present story
may merely be the product of his Imagination, for Instance,
on one page he has written "Heaed Agent, German Secret
Service, Australia and New Zealand. Offlcer D.de Renzy,
17 Bracken Avenue, Epsom,S.2.

i

5

The attached letters from M.Despolsse,
4 > Defore the war, purport to be from the 0/C French Military
Intelligence, seec de Renzy's statement dated 6.5.39.
9ince taking the present statement I
have seen de Renzy'on three occaslion. Despite careful
and prolonged auestioning he swears that the statement 1s
the truth,

'

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

1t 1s very difficult,even condidering
gll other relevant factsmA# indications, to form any
real opinion as to the truth or otherwise of de Henzy's
présent admissions.. On the whole I am inclined to
believe that he 1s not romancing and that his liberty
ghould be restricted.. He sepys that he has not been
recelving payment for hls Information. There is no
indication thaet he has been at all flush with money,
though members of the staff with whom he worked have said
thet he often had a small wad of notes In his wallet.
He has not been spending money at all freely and he has
no hank.aogount so far as is known. de Renzy =eld that he
has never hed morethan £8 in his wellet.. He elso told
me that he thought that he had sent information re the
movements of"a good 50 vessels altogether". He said that
he came to me because he could not stand the worry any
longer. Fyom copies of letters in his room it appears that

he has been ﬁfplying fior work in dairy factorles in
country distrlects daring the past 2 or & wee

. P 70 - éD TS ergtens
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I have ascertained from Sergt.Southworth,
Queens Wharf Police that de Renzy has not had any
geparate Police wharf pass issued to him. The only pass
he has had is the one issued to him by Russell and Somers
and endorsed by the Wharf Police snd dated 28.6.40.
That pass 1s the one forwarded herewith.

L]
In meking ingquirlies regarding de Rénzy
I Interviewed Mr Heather, Managing-Director of Russell
and Somers and he therefore has some idea of the nature
of de Renzy's present admissions. I have informed
NMr.,Heather that de Renzy would not be again allowed on
the wharves under eny'circumstances..

Mr Heather now informs me that because
of the lies told to him by de Renzy for hils reasons for
reslgning he intends to accept the resignation and
de Henzy will not again be employed by Russell and Somers.

Efiflinnnm

Det.Sergt.
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VESSELS REFERRED TO IN de RENJY'!s STATEMENT.

NAME OF VESSEL.

? Kozen Marn

Sydney Maru
Nenlwa Marn
Tekoa 2.

Rangitane

-

Westmoreland

Surrey

Monowai
Cemberra Meru

Kaipara

Limerick
Hanrelki
Waiotapu

Yamagiknu Mzru

Sterling Castle

Johan Van 0ldenbsrewelt

Rengitira.

>

4

Cape Town (Castle

-

PORT OF AUCKLAND.

ARRTVAL.
I15.5£40.

B8.7.40.

I2.7T7.40.

20.T0.4T.
I8.TT.4T.

23.6.40.
16.T2.40.

6.9.4'0.

24,77 .40.
29.72.40.

I3. 9.4T.
26. B.40.
28. 4.471.
2. Be4T.
I16.70.41,
2T. 7.47,
6.TT .40,
I7.7T.40.

NEf s 2 fo
24, 8,471,

20.8.4T,

DEPARTURE.
16.5.40.
T‘r .'? '40'

2.10.40.

24.77.40

(Sunk by raider Dec T940)

29.70.47T.
2T oTT «4T .

30.6.40.
27 .12.40,

3T. 8.40.
80. 4.47,
4, Y.4T,
25.T0.4T,
2O 5
IT.IT.40.
I9.IT .40,

T8 84T
28, 8,471,

e T 4Ty
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Detective Office,Auckland.

1 st December 1941,

Desmond de RENZY states -

I am a single man,2) years of age. I was
born at Auckland on 30 th November 1920.. I ¥eside at
7 Massey Avenue, Green Lane with my Mother and sisper. %

I am employed as a shipping clerk in the
office of Russell and Somers Ltd, shipping agents,
Customs St East,Auckland.. I have been employed by this
firm since November 1937.

I was last interviewed by Det.Sergt.
Stevenson about 5 or €& months before the war broke out.
I was Interviewed aﬁout my being 1n communication with the
German Intelligence Service in Hamburg.. As I told the
Pollce at thet time I had been In communication with a man
named A.SANDERS, Postfach 629,Hamburg 1, Germany.

After I was last seén by the detective
I had every intentlon of forgetting the whole business and
having nothing more to do with éspionage and secret service.
I Intended to keep my min@ right off these matters.
I remember that the detective came out to see me at my home
to see how I was getting along.
" About a month after I last saw the
detegtlve,somewhere sbout June 1839 I recelved an ordlnary
mail letter from Sanders.. It was addressed to me c/o Box
1284 Auckland - Russelland Somers' box. The letter was
typed. It thanked me for the letter I had last sent to
Sanders, that was many months before, and saying that he
could not understand the delay why he had not received more,
and presumed thaet I must have loat the address.. The letter
asked me to write agaln the way I had done previously and
to still send him the postcard as a sign that a letter had
been sent.. 'The letter sgain stated the address in Holland
that I was to send letters to.. It was the same address

thet hed been given in the last letter that I recelved and

which I hended to Det.Sergt. Stevensone. -
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This letter was signed with the usual
algnature of letters I had received from Sanders =- just a
pencilled "s", I kept thils letter about a week and
then I burned i1t and the envelope.. I did not show it to
anyone or tell anyone about 1t. I burned theletter because
1 did not want anything more to do with the matter. I did
not tell the police sbout 1t as I thought it might starkt
more trouble.

Somewhere about a week after then I
received an Air NMail letter from Sanders at Hamburg.

Sanders said in the letter that as I could
see from the internatlonal situation that wer was l1lable
to break out any day and when it did I was to send my
letters to the German Consul at Tokio.. It also said that
Japanese ships would cerry the letters for me., It did not
say who I was to hand letters to.. He said that he always
expected my news to come through and was always grateful
for 1t.. The letter was signed with the usual pencilled S.

I burned this letter within a few days.
I showed 1t to ndone and I told nbpone about 1t. {7

I did not answer these two letters and
I had no thought of dolng so, but about June or July 1940
I received sletter mmsied bearing the Auckland postmark
and addressed to me c/o Russell and Somers! P.0.box.
The letter was typewrltten and it said that I was still
expected to keep in touch with Mr Sanders.. 1t sald nothing
else and it was not signed. Thisletter alarmed me and
I thought it over for sbout 2 weeks and then declded that
as there was apparently someone in Auckland who knew of me
end Sanders I had better send something.. I did not show
this letter to anyone and I did not tell anyone about 1t.

I burned this letter salso.
The first Japenese vessel that I sent

a letter b;\waa the "Sydney Maru".. This was when it was
in Auckland aﬁout September 1940. I wrote a letter.and
addressed it "Dear Sir" and I said that T was sorry that
I had not kept in touch with him (meening Sanders).
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I said tﬁat I hed not had the time to write. I wrote that
the"Monowal" had been converted to an armed cruiser,also that
the "Niagara" had been sunk by striking a mine. I also gave

a list of what vessels were loading in Auckland at thetime
for England. I do not remember the names of the vessels

now . I named a good dozen vessels. I gave an approximate
date of when they were leaving Aucklsnd.

This letter just contalned 1nformation
sbout ships. I signed the letter "D.H.".. I had previously
slgned myself Desmond Henderson when writing to Sanders.

There were three sheets of guarto size
papeﬂgin the letter. I enclosed 1t in m® a small size
whi¥Xe envelope and enclosed that in a plein long manilla
envelope. 1 addressed it by hand "The Germsn Consul,Tokilo".

I then went eboard the Imvkiamxizrmx
"Sydney Maru" and asked for the Chief Officer.. I do not
know his nsme.. I handed the letter to him and pointed
to the address. He looked at it and nodded and walked away
with the letter. I think that the "Sydney Maru" was at
the Princes Wharf.. It was about 12-15 p.m when I went
aboard the vessel. I was aboard only about 10 minutes.
The following morning the vessel had gone.

Russell and Somers are agents for
the Yamashita Line,walled the Y.K.K. line. Ny work as a
cshipping clerk takes me onto the wharves every day aslmost.

I have a permanent pass to the wharves,
No.784,1issued by Russell and Somers. It was part of my
job to keep the firm's record of all overseas vessels
entering and leaving the Port of Aucklande.

The mext Japsnese vessel to visit
Auckland wes either the "Naniwa Maru" or the "Kozen Maru".
Russell and Somers are agents for thls vessel,belonging
to the Y.K.K. Line, The "Sydney Maru" belonged to the
Oskka Shosen Kalsa Line. I think the second veseel was
the_fggzen'&g;u“. It was about 3 months after the "Sytdey

>
Mamn .
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On knowing when the vessel was approximately due at Auckland
4+ commenced to get ready a further letter of information.

I gave a list of vessels approximately
due at Auckland,what was leading and approximate date of
sallings. All the information I sent was correct as far as.
i knew within a matter of days. I named the "Tekon", °
loading in port; one of the "Ramgl" boatds - I think it was
the "Rangitane",loading in port,I said it was produce for
London; the "Westmoreland" and the "Surrey", both due from
London; I also wrote that the "Monowal" had sailed from port
about a week previously. The letter was just concerned
with shipping movements.

! I addressed the letter the same way as

the previous wey and went aboard the "Kozen Maru" and I
saw the Captain. He was Captain Iwaki. I had genuilne
business on board the ship,taking the ship's money down,
therefore 1 had to see the Captain, He spoke good English
and understood English. I asked him to take the letter for
me. He looked at 1t and grinned, he slipped it in a drawer
in his cabin, he =said nothing about 1it.

That gave me the impression that the

Japanese officers knew sll sbout receibing letters from

¢ someone in Auckland,

The next Japanese vessel that I sent
a letter by was the "Canberra Maru".. This was about a
fortnight before I went into Territorial Camp at Whengarei,
that was 8 th Januesry 1941,

In this third letter, I stated that
a vessel named the "Kaimrxm "Kaipara" that had come from
Montreal,via New York and wes due at Auckland.. I forget the
nemes of other vessels I mentioned.. I know that I always
gave the movements of the Matson boats and boats from the
Pacific Coast such as the "Limerick", "Hauraki", "Waiotapu".

This third letter did not oontaln_muéh

news about ghips because as that time there was less

information available about the movements of ships.



AJ
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For the third letter I saw the Captain, I did not
know hls name. I saw him on his shlip and pave him the

letter. He saild nothing whatsoever.. I had not recelved
any payment or reply back..
I was then in gamp for three months and missed

one Japanese vessel.. On leaving camp 1n April 1841 I

resumed my employment on April 9 th. Cargo had then

dropped off and the next Japanese ¥essel at Auckland was
the "Yamagiku Maru".. That wa about 2% months ago. She
was the }ast Japanese vessel heres.

I wrote another letter and in 1t I stated that
the Dutch ship "Johan van Oldenbarneveld" had brought New
Zealand troops back from Australia, also that during the
period since my last letter the Dutch vessels "Tasman" and

started to ecarry
"Maetsucker" had == #/New Zgaland alrman from Wellington
to Simgapore. ol alsb sald that the Matson beoats had
starfed to carry British airmen from Sy@iney to San Francilsco.

I glso skated that the "Stirling Castle"
was in port at Auckland, I wrote that she had loaded a record
cargo. 1 also mentioned a few other vessels movements,
but there were few at the time...

In one letter,I forget which, I mentioned
that the "Rangitira" had taken troops to Suva., I was on the
iharf when the "Rangitira" left Auckland.

I went on beard the "Vamagikt Maru" and
hended the letter,asddressed as usual, to Captain Baba.

He did not say anything about the letter.

This was the last letter I sent,because there
have been no more Japanese shlips here..

Since that time I have been worrylng
increasingly about having sent this Information out of the
country to a country which 1s Britain's enemy.. I was once
pro-German, that was before the war started,when I first

got in touch with Sanders.. I consider that I am not pro-

German now.. My reasson in sending the letters was because

I was afrald because someone in New Zealand,probably in

Auckland, knew that I had been in touch with Sanders.
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I was so afreid, that socconer than take the
risk of what some persons might do to me I decided to send
correct shipping informatlion. I knew that it would be
useless to send false information. I have never been
threastenéd by any person.

On Wednesdey,the 26 th November 1941 I
handed in my resignation to Mr.Heather,senr. Managing
Director, of Russell and Somers, I had got so worrled that
I wanted to get away from shipping metters and Auckland
altogether. I intended to get anywhere in the country as
long as it was out of Auckland.. I wrote to the Whakatane
Cheese Co, for a job there.

I have been getting £11-13-4 per month
selary up to November,but am due for a rise to £13-8-0 per
month from November.

I got so worried that Mr Heather was
wondering why I should leave and my mother and sister
could see something was worrying me.. I told then at home
this morning that I was comling to the Pollce to tell them
what was worrylng me,

I am quite definite that I am not imsgining
Qr deliberately making up all the information that I have
given in this statement... I am absolutely positive that
since the war commenced I have sent four letters addressed
to the German Consul at Tokio,each containing information
concerning movements of shilpping to and from the Port of
Auckland.

I have no other worries cor troubles whatever,
I consider I sm mentally sound. There has been no mental
trouble whatever in my family... I have been passed xix‘}{?
gulte fit by the Army.
™ 1 aid not keep copies of any of the letters
I Bentesas At the times that {;fent the§e letters 1

L

reallised that 1L might be endangering thousands of lives but

L was hoping that in some way i+ would be put in touch with
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come enemy agent in New Zealand. .f this had happened

~ would have exposed them to the authorities here straight
avays.. | glso thought that as the information would take
et lesst three weeks to get to Japan from Auckland the
ships mentioned by me would be out of harm's way by then,

before the information eovuld be msde use of by the Germansg.

‘WW@%%M&M AT

s —

/- [2-L].

=
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8. 39/60

zznd Ma,. 19&1.
for.

Major K, Folkes,
Azrmy lisadquarters,

WELLINGTON .

On the 20th lastant T reegived frou your office this
Department's file relating to Desmond de Renzy, A black
exercise book which accompanied the file when it was for-
warded to Lieut, Colonel Yawhood on the 13,2,.1 has, however,
not been returned,

T shall be glag ir you will have same forwarded early,

Commissioner of ‘olice,

P~
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[Form No. 108,

E e ’ oge
‘ - NEW ZEALAND POLICE.

,Subjed_.__l)_ESEOE'ED De RENZY of Auckland - previously in communication with

Foreign Intelligence Services.

100,000/3/40— 19783]

Lieut. Col., J.C. Mawhood,
Army Headquarters,
WELLINGTON.

X

oli

You may be interested in the contents
of this file and it is accordingly
referred for your information. De Renzy
ohas not come under notice since.

nP

Would you please return these papers
at ‘your convenience,

Commisgli oner of Police 2

13 .2,,1

ficat

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassi
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Detective Office,Auckland.

27 th Nay,1939.

Desmond de Renzy further says «...
I have been shown two letters by
Detective Stevenson.. The letter dated Monday 12 Sept,
was received by me in September 1938 from MNrs Q.Earlow;
the mother of Gerald Barlow,who was formerly a friend of
mine.. We went to schoo| together at Devonport.
He is about 18 months younger than me.
The letter signed by me and dated
Sept 13 1938 was my reply to this letter from Mrs Barlow.
When I we's first interviewed by
Detectlve Stevenson in October 1937 Gerald Barlow was
interested with me In spies and intelligence work.
In Sentember 1938 Barlow got in
toueh with me again. He was then living at Westmere.
I got him to sign a paper to say that he would join
my esplonage organisation and would supply me with
information about defence matters and other things like
that.,. GePalda mist have told_his mother sbout this paper.
This is what his mother refers to
in her letter.. I send the paper back to lMrs Barlow.
I am not associating with Gerald
Barlow at all now.
The sketch plan of the New Zealand
Naval Ease,Auckland was drawn by me.. I did it in bed one
night aver a year ago.. I was just refeeshing my memory
of what I knew of the base at Devonport. The plan was
drawn entirely from memory.. I have not sent a copy of
this plan to any other person at all,elther in New Zealand
or outside.. Theonly plan that I ever sent to Sanders
was of the mmerican tqgpedos. The only information I sent
to Sanders in Germany about the naval base was about the
naval vegsgls in New Zealﬁnd and of the movements of the

naval oil tanker "Nucula" during the September crisis

last year.
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If any reply, please
qf this number :

i 50 /G0

POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON, C.1. 24th May 1939.

MEMORANDUM for

The Superintendent of Police,
AUCKLAND.

With reference to Detective Stevenson's report of the 2lst instant
accompanying a letter from Desmond de Renzy, please have the latter in-
formi’%hat in his own interests it is'important that he should not forward
any further letters to any of the sources with which he has been communi-

cating, and that he hand to Detective Stevenson any correspondence which

he himself receives. \
2_ éw&* A~
e
/é’é’f’ L_,D_Vf_wjjzj Commissioner of Police.

ﬂ»/é el {\ '

//14? ;4;51 S A

(_1_..'.:’,/_, LA

\j ‘4;/:
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If any reply, please
quote this number :

NEW ZEALAND.

i 59 /60 o

S — POLICE DEPARTMENT,

WELLINGTON, C.1, 23rd May 1939.

MEMORANDUM Jfor

:;rhe Super1ntendent of Police,
AUCKLAND.

Desmond de Renzy.

The attached letters (two) and sketech of the Naval Base at
Auckland were asmong the papers recelved from your office with the file regarding
the above named.

Of the letters one appears to be a draft reply to the other.
Please have a further report obtained as to what is behind them, but it is
probable that de Renzy has written both.

The sketch 1s deseribed by the Naval Authorities as being a
fair indication of the layout of the base at Auckland, ' It is one which could

have been obtained without difficulty, but it is desired that i1t be ascertain=-

ased under the NZSIS Declassification Polic

ed from de Renzy whether he has sent a copy to any source elsewhere.
&

Please reply early.
A =
5 //

e ﬁ&( R m.‘/é' (3 ) Commissioner of Police

e e e —
R 7
ie A - The oo Do tooive |

TR A @ A

-~ ity / A S RefuorC<ttochint .
//) - SPE e A~ SN s

PL@#CIy rele

\

TR~

\ . Yhet” Dkt
97 :7})7 u/ uL//ff) L6 6‘\"-&% - Ry ~-a7.
. - : S
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THE NEW ZEALAND NAVAL

o= FAUCKLAND ..

3ToM EL CRANE.

|'
‘(unod) Mg adrmn 4

wWHanF

Crfne .

S0, Tox ProaTng

3lpn gL CRAME,

H

[==>|

"BAYE.

3 Tod L. CRAME

WIHR 2 F.

‘NousIS SSTTVIM ADHYLIoY

-

Drill HALL. I

anpzpor.s
SToRES.

‘(#ro3)  SHL

STeFs.

SHELL

;
&
|

3Tort FL cRAME .

ag. suIsinag




|

|

e Senala B,

o D005 Sk
%erab.
Pootr W 736&&.9, :
m%—uw, NoLerKaer O/%_’M e M -
9% oo e - @.‘otwmc\a— @b?ﬂf&"‘“‘”‘:‘c Yo, DR
Kanrmnndl * Qe ‘éﬁk’w SR o QW
Q'a’ OrKsmar &%. me oaay ngé.ix;g( o
N el & maﬁ\ﬂ‘«m X Wmﬂn‘f
s, BT I da oo 0o aRuedi oo Xe-
QAoro- O3 @;\w, -Qm““% QX
Tl de skl 36 gen Ak quu ot 5\
Ok S Ba{ & S5 Ra comelaorencd -
neeXe B i WS aeseui 26
N o T, mad g ) seronst

W S Xahdoba.

R s




M‘;' :\X@( - Ruanen 1@5—?- VAR,

M-a@w,’&x&(x&n.

%~

"N G %) s y










"gj.a/\o-ﬂ a / A ‘;/\-QJ-»» S/M,«,j’ué/- %,{md ol /? v
“Iféw Fniho > Fls Door (i,ouw NRPT1S.
A// c}' v Lt ! ‘;,f,h_ / a_ K oren, L A_ /6_/\_
./UU—O‘/( BleaxB i {\04 A 2 Aol ok
AN PIAL A, ol /& uA /ﬂ‘am ARy £
/(,b/ldu_a.’e/&m'\:- —~_SL & {1 por
/‘ﬁpudk-k p/r\w/‘v/\MM_d e gM( U‘\,:s ( 4
AN Crvanninm, ‘&M e Lezod Jvﬂof/ 6 ol >

W ,Q"ky\,\j o “AJ/ Q}.m-f(.}-mf/— / ;f{”'/‘t_

;//’D\LU /L«/{,«.W ol Z () A Mt(,é{/{ ﬂ/r
Yy "4%"— C*’ AJ ‘M./r“/ ,emt 2CA \

A A |
“’ejé\l“f/?»r—% ot f %mc

i gl th e
et \Lu/xz o o Lu’ i
4 ] Q—'d ’éf[ ~f _ﬂ/w, Lot ey

J—L/C\,M 4_“/ M G"t__,&q)—-? { " ¢ r"/bjc, :/J.»l/\.
A 2“' a Ao+~

40‘»/{1/;
D7, ke b/



















SECRET 39/60.

23rd May, 1939,

Colonel Sir Vernon Kell,
Box Wo.500,

Parliament Street. B.Oo.
LONEDO N, S,W.1.

Dear Sir Vernon,

With reference to your letters PF.46886/B.2. of the
18th Pebruary énd 27th Merch last regerding Desmond de Renzy, I have to
inform you that from the inquiries which have been made it has been
.7 |asgertained that de Renzy, of whom there was no previous record in this
‘office, 1s & young men of 18% years of age, born in New Zealand of
British parentage, £t present residing with his widowed invslid mother at
17 Bragken Avenue, Epsom, Aucklend, and employed as a clerk in the office
of Messrs,Russell & Somers, Shipping Agents, Auckland.

de Renzy has been interviewed regerding the subject
metter of your letters, and & considerable number of papers were found
in hia possession from which it 18 obvious that he 1s a most irrespons=-
ible person possessing what can only be & menie on matters relating to
espionage.

It appears thet in 1937 when the U.S.A, destroyers
"Preston” and "Smith" were in New Zealand waters de Renzy acquired
certain information regarding epperatus on those vessels which with
relative photographs he forwarded to the British Admiralty.

Early in 1938 he conceived the idea of communiceting
with the German Intelligence Service. At the time of the interview 1t
was found thet he was holding & serles of eight letters dated between
4th June, 1938 and 22nd March, 1939, which appear to have been sent to
him by the German Authorities in scknowledgment of information he has
forwarded to them, including that appertaining to the American destroyers
previously sent to the British Admiralty. I forward photographs of those
lettera,

cly 1e|eased under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

o de Renzy admits that he has sent other information to
= the Germen Authorities, and I forward herewith typed copies of notes of
= draft letters he was holding, the originals of which he epparently

forwarded.

P

It will be observed that de Renzy also wrote to the
French and Italian Intelligence Services offering his asrvices on espion-
ege work, but at the time of writing no reply has been received from the
Ltalian Authorities, A photographic copy of the letter recelved from
Paris 1s attached.

de Renzy asserts that he did not intend disloyalty by
his actions, but was endeavouring to obtain the confidence of alien
Intelligence Services with a view to serving Britain, Accepting the
truth of thet motive, I do not consider he is other than a dangerous
person, 8nd I question his ability to serve in the manner he has
indicated., He has recently jolned the Communist Party of New Zealand,
but his activities have so far been negligible.
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=2=

From the mass of papers and notes de Renzy held, including
a vaast number of press olippings relating to secret service work, there
is good reason to doubt his mental stability.

It is known that in 1937 de Remnzy received lessons in the
German langusge from Max Grapenglessen, prominent member of the Nazi
Group in Auckland; but that association is believed to have terminated
two years ago,

The facts are being submitted to the appropriate authoritie:
in this Dominion for consideration of the question of the negessity of
teking action ageinst this {outh. in which case the aaereo{ of the inform:
ation reasived from you will be fully safeguarded; but it is suggested
that 1t is desirable that the situation as it is at present known be
brought under your notice before proceedings eventuate. For that reason
this letter 18 forwarded direct by air mail and your comments invited,

Yours sincerely, %

Commissioner of Polioce,



1.

Copy of draft letter found in de Renzy's possession,

The Secretary,

German Admiralty,
Konigue Angusta Strasse,
Berlin Germany.

Dear Sir,

at Singapore by British Police.

dated 4thsJune 1938.)

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

48 Stanley Point Road,
Devonport N.l.
Auckland
New Zealand,
12 February 1938,

I wish to offer my services to your country 2s & spy. I

am seeking revenge of 2 friend Eric Szunders who was arrest for Espionage

I dwell directly 2bove the New Zealand Naval Dockyard and

sabotage of naval vessels there can be carried out in perfect safety.

(The concluding portion of this letter was not found, nor one dated

£2nd April, These letters are acknowledged by one signed "Sanders®



A, Sanders
Hamburg 1
Postfach 629

7% Dear Sir,

int Road

Devonport H.I.,

Auckland

New Zealand.

Desmond Henderson, Esd.

48-Stanley Po

-

T am in possession of your favours of 12th Feb, :
22nd Apr., the letter one having been sent to the
Germanischer Iloyd. I am anxious to acknowledge ]
receipt of these letters as for a long time already you |
are waiting for a reply. Before going closer imto the ol

&
!
]
1

-

2

natter however, I request you to give me an address
whereto I safely may send informations of a very i
confidential nature, for I presume that Hon do not dnmww
to receive such informations directly. ;
You can place every confidence in the writer of °
present and T do not doubt that we shall manage the b
ness in question in such a manner that you will be =
entirely satisfied. , Wkl
Trusting to hear soon from you I remain, Ummﬁ.mnums_m

Yours sincerely

nwho;s @:wwuw
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Copy of draft letter found in de Renzy's possession.

17 Bracken Ayenue,
Epsom, S oEu2a
Auckland
New ZQaiand,
28th June.

Mr, A, Sanders,
Dear Sir,

I recelved your letter this afternoon &nd I thank you for
the proupt eacknowledgment,. The address to where you can send the
confidential information is

Desmond Henderson,
¢/o. Mr, D, DeRenzy,
G.P.0.Box 1284,
Auckland,
Hoping this will meet your requirements.
I am, in antielipztion of an early reply,
Yours sincerely,

Desmond Hendsrson,



Dear Sir,

, With regard to the proposal made in your letter
of Febr., 12th T would sav that T shall be clad to
maintain contact with you én tha basis of item
3) of that letter, i.,e. any kind of information
about the situation and activities of our compe-
titors. Tn the proposals 1.) a. 2.) T am at pre-
gent not interested, Tf thevwe should bhe any sne—
cifie information T reguire T shall let von xzos.ﬂ

=
For the moment there are onlv one or two guestiony m
| of a technieal nature in conneection with one of =B
! the plans youn sent me, 1.) Ts there really a tri- h.m
“ ple screw ? 2.) The pressure in the airchamber i
appears to be abnormally low., 3.) What is the I 2
idea of the bottle containine = chemieal ? { o B0 2
z o )
Please send all letters to the following adress: Mﬂ‘1. m;
= 3 =
r..mrwm Tora Wewman L th Wl._
: Uk O= It
c/o ¥ioak Plein e =il ki
2 ] i
FoTtand | FSEE B
} o | s oritt - &=l

§®.H~m4m.ﬂ you have written to. that amdress., send
me 2 nicture posfcard fo mv adress dinat with a
- Anitiale

word of greetinz mnd ym
43‘../1&._..15..\
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Copy of draft letter found in de Renzy's possession,

Desmond Henderson,
¢/o.Mr, D, De Renzy,
G.P,0.Box 1284,
Aucklend,

New Zealand.

Mr, A, Sanders,

In reply to your letter dated 22 July I am extremely
sorry the plans were not to detail, All information was obtained from
Mr, Peter Meyer Cadet of the Praston, Please find snclosed all details
which we managed to secure and I hope these will meet your requirements,

Re your agreement - I shall report all unususl activities which may

develope.
Yours sincerely
Sgd. Desmond Henderson.
Appendix,

ls The Triple Screws= this is the result of extensive research by the
Pearl Harbour lorpedoe Staff the i1dea so far as we were able to gather
was to decrease the telltale stream of Bubbles, The propellor running
at about 2,000 revs per minute, the first two revolving clockwise and
the outside revolving Anti-clockwise, Each prop is set 1/3 ahead of
the othexr so when in rotation it represents & y Y.

2., The Airchembers= this contains half or to 5/8 of the volume of the
torp. 7The skin 1s made of 3" steel when charged increase diameter 1%....
The pressure 1s 8bout 2,600 1lbs per square ins,

3« The Bottlez= This was taken from the mine plunger brass tipped
Strikes the glass jar smashing 1t, the aoid instantly seeping into the
ch’-rge .
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Copy of Draft letter found in de Rengx'l possession,

Dear Sir,

I am enclosing the latest and future movements of the

British Forces in the Pacific.

28/9/38.

Aggendix:-

1,
2,
S
4,

5.

6.

7

The entire Australie Navy 1ls prepared for a 4 months eruise,
All Australisn reservists have been ordered up for 7 months service.
The Austrsalia Army has been brought up to the War Emergency Standard,

The New Zealond Navy has been ordered to dry dock and take &board
supplies for a 4 months cruise,

The movements of concentration are noticeable in the New Zealand
Army.

The New Zealand Air Force has just received the second bateh of
Oxford Air Speed Bombers 7 in number,

@ R.F,A,Tenker “"Nuculei" is taking in oil and ¥ill proceed to
i unknown destination in the Pacifie,
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Copy of draft letter found in de Renzy's possession,

G.P.0,Box 1294|
Auckland,
New Zealand ‘
9 Nov.1938,

Mr., Sanders
Dear Sir,
I am in reseipt of your letter 265th October for
which thank you and I wish to report the following
l. The returned Labour Government i1s negotiating with Britain for the
supply of 250 more plames, They will be used for Cosstal defence.
B The Australisn Government hes purchased the erulser "Apolo" for
their Navy and renamed her "Hobart".
5. Enclosing 1938 estimate of the New Zealand Military Strength.
I am enclosing also clippings re manufactor of guns in Australia for

New Zealand, U.S.3.Navy and the arrest of a "spy" at the Navael Auckland,

I am yours sincerely

D, Henderson.

[
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Copy of draft letter found in de Renzy's possession,

2 January 1939.

Dear Sir,

I wish to report the following.

The New 4galand Government has purchased two motor torpedo
boats fully equipped for service in Auckland,

The Australian Government has passed & New Naval Programme [

!
details of which arez- |

1. A total spending of £33,000,000 over & period of three years,
2, The building of two Tribal Class Destroyers at the Cockatoo .

Base, Sydney.

{
-
”~

3. The buillding of twelve motor torpedo beats at Cockatoo.
Re your letter 28th November I em afraid I ¢en give you nothing definite
about the date of sailing and expenses untll the manager returns from

America at the beginning of next month,

=S
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22 February 1939
Dear' Sir,

I very much appreciate your letter of January' Tth and
thank you for the respective informations giver to me
regarding market fluetuations.

With respect to my letter of Now.28th I shall be
pleased to await your further news.

. Yours g'ncerely

i"i

22539,

Mr. Desmond ‘Henderson
¢/o Mr. D. De Renzy

P.O. Box 1284 / A%

Auckland/liezseelam
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Copy of draft letter found in de Renzy's possession,

10 Feb, 1939,

Dear Sir,

I wish to report the following;

The first consignment of 30 Bren Machine Guns from the order of 200
has esrrived, the rest are to be delivered over & period of four months,

Seven from the order of 30 light tanks are dvue to arrive in
Wellington next month, :

The N.,Z,Government has approved of the Air Ministry plans
to supply New Zealand with six flights of the new Hawker Hurricane lono-
plane fighters and Australie has placed an order for 100 of the same planes

The largest aerodrome in New Zealand 18 under construction
at Hobsonville, Auckland, The foundations for seven conerete hangars 700
feet by 200 feet wide to house the new Viekers Wellington Bombers whieh wil
arive in May have just been lald down, The men are working day and night
and the drome will be ready for use by June 1939, I am at present working
on & detailed estimate of the New Zealand Air Strength and when finished I
will forward on to you, In conclusion I have a pilece of commereial news
that I think 1s worthy of your attention.

The Holland=Australia Line has instructed 1ts agents throu;
out Australis and W.Z. to urge importers of Continental goods to ship thei:

¢argod8 bysDutch Ships in preference to German,

I am
Yours sincerely

D.R.



liarech 22nd 1939
Dear Sir,

* We tender you our best thanks for your kind favour
of the 23rd February, contents of which have had our .
‘best attention. '

Inclosed please find & 1.-.- aus reimbursement on
postage amounting to 12/8. The surplus smount you will
please use to cover your further postage expenses,

Kindly take note that our representative in Holland
hes changed his adaress in the meantime. His new address

is:
Haarlemschestraat 6
Seheyvyeningen
Looking forward to your good news, we remain, Dear
aiI‘, :
Yours ly
<

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

Wr. Desmond Henderson
¢/o kr. D.De Renzy

P.0. Box 1284 :
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Copy of draft letters found in de Renzy's possession,

19 April 1939.

Dear Sir,
I wish to thank you for your kind letter of lMerch 22 duly
acknowledging the pound and I wish to report the followings=-

) 1S The Minister of Defence, Mr, Jones, accounced today that New
Zealend will rsceive a further supply of aireraft numbering 250 including
Gordon=Hart bombers Vincent-Hart general purpose sireraft and Vildebeest
Torpedo bombers, the first bateh already belng en routs, This will bring
New Zealands first line strength to 460 planes,

2, The de Havilland Aircraft Corp. 18 erecting & factory at New
Plymouth for the cbjeet of producing general purpose planes for commercial
and Defence needs,

Se The Australien Government announces that by Jan 1940 Austral-
ian Aireraft factories willl have an outturn of 850 planes yearly,

4, All New Zealand Public Works Department men numbering 24,000
are undergolng training and they are to be formed into & moblile corp in
event of & nat emergency.

Se Thersubmarina H.M.S5,Phoenix from the China Station has arrived
in Australia and will be attached to the Australian Squadron for an
1nderin1tg pariod,

I shell forward by next meil particulars releting to your
letter of the 28 November,

I am
Yours sincerely

D.R.



—
; 4
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P.0,Box 1284’
Aucklsnd,
New %ealand,

The O0fficer Commandling
Italien Military Intelligenco
Rome, Italy.

Dear 8Sir,

I wish to offer my services to you as an Agent. I &am
of Itallan descent and wish to do my bit for Italy,

It would be extremely strategic to have &n informer in
the South Pacifie for I could advise you on the movements of Naval
vessels, troop and aireraft of Australias and New Zeasland in time of wep
and in pesace.

I dwell directly &bove the lNew Zeasland Nava Base and I
have friends in both the Army and Alr Force.

Trusting to hear favourable from you in the near future,

I am Dear Sir,
Tours sincerely,

Desmond di Renzle
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Copy of draft letter found in de Renzy's possession.

P,0.,Box 1284.
Auckland o
New Zealand
2 Januery 1930.

Mr,Despoisse
149 bis rue St.Charles
Paris = 1l5e

Dear Sir,

I wish to thenk you for your kind letter of the
17 November and I hold it an honour to be able to serve my country in
this way, Re your Query of how I met Mr, Sanders this was done through
& Herr M, Grapengeisser, Group Leader of the Auckland Division of the New
Zealand Nezl League of which I am & member, Mr, Sanders has several agems
operating in New Zealand, The Chief Centre for the German Secret Service
has been changed from the firm of Miss Nors Newman to the firm of Stephan
Al Bintinger, 23 Stadhoudersplein Den Haag, while a third agency under Mr.
Hans Friederlch Sutor, Gevers Deynootweg 67 Scheveningen Holland, has
been formed.

I shall in all probability be leaving for Berlin within a

~month to attend & mesting of the "Gestapo" for the purpose of discussing

the development of the service in Australia, New Zealand end the Pacifie
Islands,
4 To conclude I wish to add thet of any fresh developments ocou:

I shall inform you &t once.

Again thanking you,
I am, Dear Sir,
Yours sincerely,

D¢ de Renzy,



Paris, November I7, 1938

Ky dear Kr. de Reuzy,

I appreciated very much the feelings you were kind

enough to express in your letter of Septembre 28, at a

particularly painful moment to my family and myself.

Since you do not rorget‘your kinship far away, do
believe, I shall be always pleased to hear firom you and be
kept informed about anything eoncarniné yourself, :

By the way, under which circumstances did you meet
Kr.A. who figures at fhe top of your European acquaintances?
Does his business house extend its sctivity up to your place ?
It is quite far, though!

Please,note below the address of one of our distant
relatives, wheo will be kind encugh to forward your letters,

| when I am myself away, which happens quite often.

EFARIS - ISe

- DESPCISSE
J4°2 bis rue St Charles

%ith many thanks,

Tours very sincerely,

1.0 .DESL.OND de REUZY

G,F.0. Box I284 S AL L S S
AUCKLAND &

New-Zealand . e

g ol AV

/ bl S ‘__/.';‘
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G.P.0. Box I284
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Police-station: Letective Office,Auckland.

Date : 21 st Nay 193 9

REPORT ‘?f Detective E.A.Stevenson L NOP_C??____.

Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassification Policy

The Chief Detective,
Auckland.

390,000/9/37—11395

fﬁﬁ#ﬁm fo DESMOND de RENZY - letters to Naval

Intelligence Divislon,Admiralty,lendon.

I respectfully repori,further to my
previous reports re de Renzy and Secret file 39/60, that
I received the attached letter and enclosure from de Renzy
today.

It will be seen that de Henzy asks
me to supply him with the sddress of one Hans Frederich
Sutor in Holland.. This was the last "cover" address
that de Renzy received from "Sanders", the supposed
representative in Hamburg,Germany, of the German Naval
Intelligence service.

was forwarded by me on the 10 th inst.

Concerning the attached copy of the
further letter that de Renzy intends to send to "Sandera".
I attached two newspaper cuttings to which parsgraph 1
refers.

The second paragraph is a piece of
meaningless "filling" that de Renzy says he includes in
his communications.

The third paragraph is also a news
item that I have seen in the local press.

The fourth paragraph is in answer to
"Sanders'" letter No.5,forwarded by me with his other
letters.

This copy of a letter which de Renzy
proposes to send to "Sanders" i1s probably a fair sample
of all the previous similar letters he has sent,and from
iwhich the type of information sent can be judged.

! However,as I took away his "cover

laddresses"among other documents he is unable to send the
letteress. The address he inquires for is the subject
of the attached part file Sescret 39/60.

N it

wapﬁn(;;vvb Det.2627.
N C’j;?;fz> 4{27?'<// ﬁzf;— 1%/

“"‘;’;’/ /fﬂﬁn

The main file re de Renzy,Secret 39/60,

e i <
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Subject : L

JESMOND: de RENZY,

F.0.Box 1284 Auckland

[Form No. 108.
i %) /()

swrities to Naval

m‘cﬂllipenoe Diviqion London re alleszcd German Secret Service.

100,000/ 54/ 30—14u34)

The Chief Detective,

N //{/’

m%oveu@f(

NZ

i

@&( Dafictine,

ot gt

7696.1627.

T
/%/;7

10~§-39

Publicly released under the
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L>)\ Revort attached. ()Z;%pw,, e /’/’”’/3
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Q. 18/4/39. 2627,
S
- AA N
Singpeetor Ward, Zz-7ZZt
@®
e The original file in connection P
+=with this metter was referred to your Cfficp ' = e
Ubn the 14.10,.37. £) _ f’)
% nere E.Juob.“" 1o re hy de Renazy
—ghould not be intervieswed. _%HZL&Q/
O De+
@ 9/2st
A 18.4.3%.
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service work must have continued to be a mania with him,
for 1t wlll be seen from his statement dated the € th
inst. that in February 1938 he wrote a letter to the
German Naval Intelligence service in Berlin{

In thls letter he sald that he
wished to become a member of the German Intelligence
Service and signed the letter "Desmond Henderson'".

He enclosed the same detalls of the Ameriecan destroyers
that he had previously sent to the British Admiralty.

The letter to the German Intelligence
Service was enclosed In a letter addressed to
Germanischer Lloyd,Berlin (the German equivelent of the
British,Lloydg,with a note asking that the letter be
forwarded on to the appropriate address.

That thisletter to the German
Intelligence Serviee must have reached its destination
is shown by letter WNo.l, air mail from Hemburg,Germany.
Pyease see this letter attached,also seven other letters,
apparently all from the same source.

It wlll be seen that letter No,l
purports to come from - A.Sanders, Hamburg 1,Postfach 629, -
the address which is regarded wlth significance,vide
the Commissioner's memorandum attached,

With the receipt of further letters
from Sanders,or "S" as the others are signed, de Renzy

- was supplied with cover addressed in Holland to which

he was to forwsrd his communications.. He was told that
each time he wrote to the cover address he was,at the
same time,to sent a posteard with just a plain word of
greeting. This was to be sent to Sanders and apparently
was intended as an indication that a letter was to be
expected.. It seems to be a check on the cover address.

de Renzy says that he sent a total
of about 10 letters to Sanders through these cover
addresses.. He did not keep a copy of these letters,
(I searched for coples but without result),but the nature
of the communications and the information they contained
ls shown in his statement,and In greater detall in the
The Windsor Reports Notebook attached,containing rough
peneil drafts of letters sent by de Renzy.

It will be seen that the last letter
sent to Sanders 1is dated 18 th April 1939.

In the first paragraph this letter
acknowledges receipt of "the Pound". This is referred to
in Sander's letter No.B.. An English £1 note was sent
to de Renzy to cover his expenses of air mall postage
to Hollend and Germany.

It appears from Sanders! letters
that the cover addresses In Holland are changed from time
to time.

Sanders' letter No §5,dated 28 th
November 1938 makes the suggestion that de Renzy should

visit "this place" (presumably Germany) and that he should

send detalls as' to whether he could go and what the
return travelling expenses.would be.

It seems to me that this letter gives
a slight indication of not belng genuine. Further,
de Renzy took no steps to "take up" the offer. Knowing
him as I do this slso seems to me to be rather strange.
) However,it is clear from the file
that he sent this information (letter No.5) to the

s
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Direetor of Naval Intelligence at the British Admiralty,
suggesting that the British authorities should sen#.
gsomeone to Germany in his (de Renzy's) nlace.

de Renzy had vreviously written a
letter to the British Naval Intelligence informing them
that he had formed contact with the German Secret
Service.

As he did not (and has not as yet)
recelved a reply from the British authorities he sent’
similer information to the French military intelligence
authordties... To this letter he received a reply Trom
some person whose signature 1s not deciphersble,but which
gave an address of one Ns Despolsse in Faris,to whom
eny further communicatlions could be sent....

Please see this letter attached.

de Renzy has also written a letter
to the Italian Intelligence authorities.offering his
services in a similar manner td his letters to Sanders,
but he has not yet receilved a reply.

The attached black covered exerchse
book containing marked newsvaper cuttings shows to what
en extent de Renzy's braln 1s obsessed on this subject.

From snother of de Renzy's "fileg"
attached hereto,it will be seen that he has contacted
the Auckland Section of the Communist Farty.

Goncerning this he tells me that he has joined the
Communist Party on his own initiastive,merely to see
what it 1s like and thinking that 1t might be useful

to him someday.... I can say from my own knowledge and
observations of him that he does not possess Communist
Bympathies.... In thls respect I might say that hils
highly developed tralts of secrecy and dupliclty added.
to his mania for work of this nature would make him

a valuable police agent 1n this respect,were it not

for the other most unsatisfactory features disclosed

in this report.

The letters from Sanders,whoever he may
be,appear to be genuine,although it is not beyond the
bounds of possibllity that he has had them sent to
himself from some "pen friend" he has formed in Germany.
The letters all bear the Hamburg postmark.

The pencllled drafts of the letters
in the reporter's notebook are in de Renzy's handwrlting.

It can be seen that the motive
governing de Renzy's actions in sending the iInformation
he has to Sanders was to act as a sort of "double spy",
thet 1s to endeavour to gain the confidence of the
German Intelligence so that he might pive himself
"a boost" with the British Intelligence by sending
information to them,as for instsnce, the cover addresses.

I am satisfied that he has no anti-
British sentiments, although his actions and letters
might at some time,conceivably be of use to some
potential enemy of Britalin or the British Commonwealth.

I am satlsfied that since the events
dlsclosed in the previous file (1937) he has had no
further contact with Max Grapengiesser or e German Club
Auckland. Cf' - AL

Det .2627.,

)

’

v
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Detective Office,
Auckland.,

6 th May,1939.

Desmond de Renzy says ...

I am a single man,age 18% years. I wag
born on 30 th November,192l.. I reside with my widowed and
invalid mother and my aunt at 17 Bracken Avenue,Epsom.

I am employed as a junior shipping clerk in the office of
Messras Russell and Somers,shiipping agents,Customs St East.

I was born in Auckland. My father was
British. He was a mine manager and he died about 35 years
ago at the age of 84 years...

I left school at the age of 15 years.My
last 2 years at school were at Takapuna Grammar School.

When I left school I got a job with & man
named Woolnough,malkting wringers.. I was employed theee when
I was first seen by Detective Stevenson about September 1937.

At that time I was questioned by the
detective about sending through the post two letters,one
to a German named Grapengiesser and the other to a Miss
Figher, These letters were about spies and secret service
matters.., As I admitted at the time the whole of the
story I told et that time was fictitlious and was all made
up by me because my my intense Interest in 211 matters
pertalning to spies and secret service matters.

I remember,that in my statement of October
1937 I told the restective about some technlcal information
thet I hed sent to the British Navel Intelligence.branch
at London concerning torpedo tube and depth charge
apoaratus on the U.S.S.destroyers "Preston" and "Smith"
that visited Auckland., I subsequently receivgd a letter
from the Director of Intelligence Division at the Admiralty
aecknowledging this information.. This 1s the letter now
shown to mg by the police.

After T was interviewed by Detective
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I could no! see any harm in sending this information
as a good bit of it had appeared in the newspapers,

My idea was to keep in touch with Sanders
and the German Intelligence so that they would continue to
send me the coWer addressea,which I could then supply to
the British and French suthorities, %

I also sent a letter to the Officer
Commending Itallan Military Intelligfence. A draft of the
letter T sent 1s in my Windsor Reporters Notebook,now
held by the police. Drafts of other letters I have sent
to Senders are also in this notebook.

I have had no reply yet from Italy. I wrote
there asbout three weeks ago.

I was also going to write similarly to
the Japanese Intelligence authorities,but could not find
an address to send the letter care of.

I am preo British and I certeinly have not
sent these letters with any ldea of betraying British
interests to foreién POWETSs s« I thought that perhaps
I could be of more help doing this than by just joingng
the territorials.

I do not remember saying in one letter
+to the British Intelligence that I had joined the New
Zealand Nazl League, If T did say this it is not true.

I have read something about this League in the "Standard"
newspaper and in the "Workers Weekly".. I domnot go to
the German Club.. I have meant to write and ask Sanders for
an introduction to the Nazi Lesgue in New Zealand,but I have
not done so.

About six months ago I got in touech by
letter with the Auckland Sectlon of the Communist Party.
I made inguiries sbout joining the Party. I am not really
a Commmist gﬁmpathiser but I thought I would join to see
what 1t was all about.. I.thought it might be useful if
I went abrosd,perhaps to Russia,some day.

\,

b

\
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I eventually went bo the Gommunist Farty office
in St Kevins Arcade,Karangshape Rd and there saw the
Secretary Jack Locke and another man nsmed Smith,who said
he was a boilermaker who worked at Fraser and Sons,Stanley
St ,Auckland.. Smith ssild he was the Party Organiser of

the Grey Lynn branch..

) I peid one shilling entrance fee and I
was told to go along to the Druids Hall,Newton every
Thursday night where City group meetings would be held.

I have not been along to.any meetings.
I have not had time. I d4id not bell Smith or Locke that
I was corresponding with a Fascist power,or that I had
ever been interviewed by the police about sples or secret
service Workes.. I read the "Workers Weekly" occasionally.
I intend to go along to Communist Farty meetings when I

have time, just to see whaet 1t is like.

Letter No 8 was the last one I received
from Sanders. It 1s dated the 22 nd March 1939 and signed
"S", In this letter was enclosed an Enggish £1 note,sent
to cover my postage expenses.. Each time I wrote to the
Dutch cover addresses by Air Mail it cost me 2/- for pestage.
The pestcard to Sanders cost 1/- a time,

3 I have spent the English £1 note.

The change of addresa notification
contalmed in this letter No 8 I forwarded to the British
and French Intelllgence services,om or sbout the 24 th
April by registered mail,

The only other person who knows anything
about me writing these letters and of my replies from Sanders
is my cousin Douglas Storey. Helives in the same house as me.
He has taken no part at all in my activities. He used to

go into my room" and read my correspondence. Now I lock the

door of my room.
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he supposed that his hobby of secret service work had
"got too far ahead of him". Please see his statement
attached.

Also see samples of his @ifferent styles of
handwriting,written quleckly and flowingly,in my presence.

From inquiries I have made sbout de Renzy
and from my own observations I would say that the youth
does not yet appear to have any tendencies towards crimej
but with such potentialities for clever false pretences
and forgery he 1s certainlty worth knowing about.

His father Thomas George de Renzy,now dead,
was convicted at the age of 80 years,of charges of theft
anf false pretences,vide P.G.1931/725.

On page 3 of his statement de Renzy refers
to certain information thet he sent te the British
Admiralty. This is cotrect. I have the Admiralty's
(Director of Naval Intelligence) reply now in my possession,
bearing the seal of the Admiralty and enclosed in two
envelopes 1n the correct regilation manner in connectlon
with secret matters. I am Informed that the informatlon
that he sent,concerning torpedos on Unlted States destroyer
vessels,is probably correct.

One of the books in de Renzy's possession
but now in mine,ls a copy &f the International Signal Book
for the Mercantile Marine,issued by the Britilsh Board of
Trade. This is a book that 1s carried by all merchant
ships. This particular book was published in 1899,and there
is of course,nothing secret or confidentlial about it and
there i1s nothing particularly strange In a copy of it
being in possession of a ecivilian. I am informed that
such an old edition would have been discarded years ago.

However,on the front cover of the hook is
a piece of paver bearing the following words - "Admiralty
Code Book. Imtelligence Office.Auckland Branch XXV.
War and Foreign Office London E.C.1."

This was put on by de Renzy andhe hsad
this book in mind in making the offer contained in the
letter he sent to Grapenglesser.

I have informed Mr Grapengiesser and Miss
Fisher and the Officer in charge,Naval Base of the result
of" ingquiries.

De Renzy has not committed any offence to.

warrant further police action.

Det.2627.
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The Superintendent of Police,

AUCKLAND.

Forwarded herewlth are coples of two letters addressed to the
Director, Intelligence Divislon, Admiralty, London, by one Desmond de Renzy,
P.0. Box 1284 Auclkland. The writer is unknown to the Home asuthorities and
there 1s no previous record of him at this office. His knowledge of the add-
ress Box 629 Hamburg is regarded with significence and indicates that he has
acquired some definite information of value.

Please have careful inquiries made regarding de Renzy's identity.
If necessary he might be interviewed but 1t i1s to be borne in mind that pro-
ceedings may have to be taken ggainst him later. The question of whether he
showld be interviewed is one which you might determine when other inguiries
have been made.

In the letter dated 19th Beptember reference is made to the New
Zealand Nazi Leagﬁé. No organization of that name is known to exist, but in
thaet connection I am forwarding for your information file No. Secqap ?8/90
relating to a bogus advertisement inserted in a deily newspaper in Weilington

on the 28th lMay 1938,
L]

=

é—? é{[zg}:.f F9 -f_«-t’r(j =
Commissioner of Police.k,
L )H/ Gij? '4éLL Szﬁ boy
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[Form N.Z.—399.
{In pads 1040.)

NEW ZEALAND MILITARY FORCES.

bDSIB/?AB/

Please quote this number

HEADQUARTERS,

NORTHERN MILITARY DISTRICT,

_ P.0. BOX 152, _

AUCKLAND. =~

MEMORANDUM FOR: ___11th December,  |942.
Fh{;’wrﬁ ”UYWfWJ
4 ' \ '
Major K. Folkes, ! ;\3,{- 4 |
P.0. Box 775, i ZF FANe A
WELLINGTON. . 2 {

13

‘ | s i

237934 - PRIVATE D. DE RENZY - 3rd DIVISIUN
& 2nd N.Z.E.F.

A

A’ ﬁ
| i \ I enclose a copy of a report upon the abovenamed
ALA ){'jhich I furnished to the A.A. & Q.M.G., 3rd Division,
;1;2 upon reguest.
_b.\éd' It appears that the action which I have suggested
~L%",  with regard to him will be taken but I advise you of

| ok the position in case the matter is referred to you by
¢ | the Minister of Defence.

ation Policy

A\

& NZSIS: Declas
3

oY B Attached to my report are 3 pages of green paper.
’)(_ "\ These represent my draft in which you will note that
certain matter appears which was not included in the fair
copy. I omitted it firstly because the report was over-
., long and sepondly because it was not directly relevant
. %" to the simple guestion of whether he was to be ret
0\ O\ the Expeditionary Force. It may however be useful’
.~ &ny argument arises regarding DE RENZY's final disposal.
(¥ He has beenjrecurring anxiety to me for over a year and
, QS while I conSider that he is safer in the army than at
o

“
%

large I think also that it 1s vital to ensure that his
army employment 1s of a safe character and on a station
where his opportunities of indulging his passion for
collecting military information are strictly limited.

I am not clear myself as to what more can be done to
restrain him but you may be able to devise something
more effective than I have been able to think of.

et Ui /IWV :

.{ I i'“' _.:' ‘VII : Qe CAP TuN
TR o~ ENCL: NORTHERN DISTRICT S.I.B.

Publicly-release
s Y
T
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G
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r-newed his overseasjcommunications immediately

on release from his Ferritorial unit suggests perhaps
another sxplanation pf his circumspect behaviour
while serving. DE RENZY volunteered the information
while belng generallly interrogated thnt he i3
delignted to be in fhe army and likes the army life
very much, He saild jthat he was sure none of his
officers cdbulid compluin of his behaviour. It wns
obvicus that he was petermined to provide no ground
for being trensferrdd out,

This could bg a cunning device tc keep himzelfl
in & positlion to obfain information of military value
but there is littlejevidence of great cunning or keep
scheming on DE RENZQ's part, Hotwithatanding that he
is habitually uvntru@ufvl and has  roved to hive baen
on one cceaslon at Ypast s forger, there is qothing
t49 show toat nis acfjivities have followed Any welle
tholt out plan or bdkn directed towards his own
material sdvantage that they are in fact anything
but the outward exprgssion of an uncontrolled obssasion
about espionage work Intention is clear in whatever
he does but it is thg impulsive intention of an
irresponsible mind rgther than the purposefulness of
a cunning plotter. MNevertheless, he could prove more
obstinately dangeroug than & deliberate traitor in
that it i3 wania andihot material advantage which
appears to motivute His actions.

t
|
|

DE RENZY wus gwesticned at some length on the
point of his loyalty.| He gave vague and irrelevant
answers and referred his French descent. At the
time of his attestatilh, he dld in fuict glve the
nationality of lis fafler as Presch. This was untrues
His father was born ip|Brsdford, England, and wns a
Sritish subject as nap |been previocusly recorded.
Dk RENZY admitted thll lunder questioning but then
referred irrelevantlyjtio the indication of Prench dezcant
provided by the form 4f| his surname. It is doubtful
nowever whetiier DE RENKY Knows anything at all of his
French descent or of IEp family's contiection with Frarnce
which may not be nearef|than 200 years, This whole
passage during his int§rrogation wag however typical of
tne lncoherence or irrdticnality of his explanations and
in particular of his dédire. to impress ss a man ovvt of the
ordiunary.

._——-/.

9Maf4* “in contact with DE RENZY 18 that he 13 mentally abnormal
/ and habitually untruthful and i1s the victim of a chroniec
esplonage mania, under the influence of which ha is
entirely uuprediqtnble as to his conduct, Securlity
inguiry hay failed to establish that DE RENZY is
deliberately or conseicusly uisloyal ‘ i3 eatedly
Fhat hie does not Intand o Lty and that his
srevious activities have Wesn directsd towards
obtaininggthe confidsnce nlien intelligence services
ith a view to obtaining dbver addgesses and other usaful
information for handing ower to the British authorities,
It 1s correct that on one peceasion he did forward such
cover addresses to London Bnd as a result attracted no
little attention,buf it apjears certain that 1t was the
nope of thilis abtantioq and fnot narticulsarly any deaire

———
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KF/MB & : 25th April, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR:
Mr. H.O.lleme.
AUCKLAND.

DESNCED DE RENZY

The Police File in this case was hended to me some time ago for
perusal, I cannot send you the file but I send you a copy of a letter
which has been written by the Commissioner of Police to the Miniater.

Do you know enything about DE RENZY. You might enquire from the
local Police what his activites are at the moment.

7k

MAJOR
CGENERAL STAFF

Encl.

o



-

de RENZY Dgsmond

Born: 30.11.1920

Occupation: Clerk

npolicy

F | LE_ AUCKLAND

S.I.B.File Attached

See also Packet No.L3 in strong-room

Ancillary Org, Attendances

e T —— ~ Publicly released under the NZSIS Declassificati
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de RENZY Rsmond

Writes to Director of Naval Intelligence alleging he 1s i

AUCKLAND

touch with German Secret Service
Suggested as unsuitable for Secret Work in Auckland

Recommended he be interned
Employed Mason, Porters Ltd.,

Auckland = fined £5 for breach
1918,

Military Decorations & Distinctive Badges Act,

Auckland on 14/5/43.,
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