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RAINBOW WARRIOR ASSESSMENT OF ATTACK
AIM
1, The aim cf this paper is to present possible

scenarios for the attack on the Rainbow Warrior given
the parameters described in FACTORS and from known

evidence.
FACTORS
2 RELEVANT MOVEMENT DETAILS
A, TURENGESs
The TURENGEs were known to have been in the
following places at the time shown.
(i) 9 July 85: Hinemoa Motel, Parakai (see
Annex BE).
(ii) 11 July 85: ANZ Bank and a travel agent's in
Hamilton.
(iii) 0920 12 July 85: Gold Star Airport Motel,
Auckland.
B. TURENGE's hire van : LB 8945

A Newman's hire van was seen as follows :

(i) 2045 10 July 85: a witness saw a Newman's
camper van parked in the car park near Kelly
TARLONT's Underwater World - see Annex A.
The witness was unsure whether there was
one or two people in the van.

(ii) 2130 10 July 85: three witnesses in the
vicinity of OBC (see Annex A) saw a grey
zodiac rubber dinghy being pulled ashore
on the Hobson Bay side of Tamaki Drive.

There were two people with the boat, one

being described as of thinner build and shorter
than the other. One of these people ran

along Tamaki Drive towards the city and a

short time later a Newman's camper van arrived
from the direction of the city at the point
where the zodiac dinghy had been pulled up

at the side of the road. The driver of the
camper van VRN LB 8945 (the same registration
as the vehicle hired by the TURENGEs)

SEGRET Y



(iii)
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appeared to be the same person who had run
off along Tamaki Drive. Gear was trans-
ferred from the boat to the van then the

van drove off and continued in the direction
of Mission Bay.

The van logged 2,400 kms in the hire period.

This distance would permit the van to travel to
Auckland-Paihia return, Auckland-Houhora return,
Auckland-Hamilton return. See Annex B.

C. ZODIAC DINGHY

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

In addition to 1B(ii) above, a grey zodiac
dinghy driven by a male European wearing

a red hat was seen to come into the Tamaki
Drive embankment 25m west of the Ngapipi
Bridge. The motor was started again and
the dinghy headed off in the direction of
Okahu Bay.

A second witness saw a rubber dinghy appr8ach
the Ngapipi Road bridge at an angle of 45
from the direction of the city. It appeared
it was going to go under the bridge into
Hobson Bay.

A third witness heard splashing under the
bridge then saw a zodiac rubber dinghy
emerge from under the bridge into Hobson Bay.
It did not have an outboard motor and was
being pulled alcong the rocks by a male
occupant with an car, There was a second
oar on board and the dinghy could have been
rowed.

D. VERLET

(i)

(i)

At about 1930 on 10 July 85, VERLET went on
board the Rainbow Warrior and introduced
himself to two crew members.

At 2330 on 10 July 85 VERLET flew out of
Mangere Airport for Papeete.

E. OUVEA

(1)

The 'Ouvea' is known to have called at the
ports shown in Annex B. MANIGUET stated
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they also called in tc Tutukaka but this
has not been confirmed.

The 'Ouvea' received Customs clearance
from Whangarei at 0900 on 9 July 85 but it
is not known what time the yacht left port
or in which direction it headed.

1t has been confirmed that the yacht spent
the night of 10 July 85 at Houhora
(see Annex B).

The 'Ouvea' used 240 litres of fuel between
Whangarel and Norfolk Island. The rate of
consumption is approximately 3 litres

per hour which indicates that the engine was
running for 80 hours, or most of the way

to Norfolk Island.

METEOROLOGICAL DETAILS

A. WEATHER
For 9 and 10 July 85 there were moderate south-
westerly winds which changed to fresh north-
easterlies on 11 July 85. It was fine on
9 July 85 with showers and high cloud on 10
and 11 July 85.

COMMENT

The 'Ouvea' would have had to beat its way south
from Whangarei.

B. SUN AND MOON

(i) The moon was in the last quarter and rose at
0004 on 11 July 85.

(ii) Sunset was 1720 on 10 July B85 and sunrise
0733 on 11 July 85.

COMMENT

Assuming half an hour of half light at dawn and
dusk there could have been approximately 13 hours
of darkness for concealed movement.

c.

TIDES

High water was at 0145 on 11 July 85. There
was a 1.9m difference between high and low
water. Generally in the first hour after
low water 1/12 of the incoming tide flows
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in, in the second hour 2/12, in the third
3/12, fourth hour 3/12, fifth hour 2/12,

sixth hour 1/12. The same rate applies beteen
high water and low water. At low water the
stringer of the pier is visible.

COMMENT

The charges were placed on a boom attached to the
ship after low water and timed to explode when the
ship had only a short distance left to rise and fall.

4. DISTANCES AND TRAVELLING TIMES

A, RCAD
Auckland-Whangarei 170km approx 2 hr 30 min
Auckland-Houhora 365km approx 5 hrs 15 min
Auckland-Hamilton 127km approx 1 hr 50 min

The travelling times are taken at 80 km/h
with ten minutes added on per hour for traffic
delays, short stops refuelling, etc.

B. YACHT

(i) The cruising speed of the yacht is
approximately 6 knots,

(ii) The 'Ouvea' logged 620 miles between
Whangarei and Norfolk Island; approximately
20 miles under the set distance.
COMMENT
This could have been due to favourable currents,

alternatively the boat's log could have been
disconnected for a while, then reconnected.

LAND OR SEA OPERATION

5. While the seaborn operation is possible, there are too
many variables for it to be assured of success. The 'Ouvea'
is recorded as having received Customs clearance at 0900 on

9 July 85. It would then have had to beat against south
westerly winds to get within striking distance of the

Rainbow Warrior. Striking distance is assessed as being

at least as close as the Whangaparaoa Peninsula (see

Annex B) and would have taken approximately 16 hours plus

one hour to clear Whangarei Harbour. This means the

'Ouvea' would have been in the vicinity of Whangaparaoa
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Peninsula at approximately 0200 hours 10 July 85, allowing only
five hours of darkness for the zodiac dinghy to leave the
'Ouvea', enter Auckland Harbour, locate the wharves,

place the charges, a distance of 38 kms, and return.

Even if this had been possible and the zodiac had returned
by 0700 hours, the 'Ouvea' would then have only 17

hours maximum to sail to Houhora (see Annex B), a distance
over 400 kms. In addition, the charges placed against

the side of the ship would have been subject to the
variables of one complete tide cycle and increased chances
of discovery at low water.

6. Because of the tight time schedule and these
variables it is assessed that the operation to sink the
Rainbow Warrior was mounted from the land and not the sea.
LAND OPERATION : POSSIBLE SCENARIO 1

T General Outline

This hypothesis suggests the TURENGEs collected
BERTHELO and the explosives, sank the Rainbow Warrior and
returned BERTHELO to the 'Ouvea' before establishing an
alibi in Hamilton.

8. Summary of timings

These timings are the maximum allowable; driving
times and operation times can be shortened.

9 July

0900 Quvea recelves Customs clearance from Whangarei
leaves port and heads north.

night TURENGEs stay at Parakai (see Annex B).

10 July

0800 TURENGEs leave motel, drive north to RV with
Ouvea and pick up BERTHELO somewhere en route.
BERTHELO guides TURENGEs to explosives cache.

1300 Arrive explosives site, collect explosives.

1330 Leave explosives cache. Drive south to Auckland.

1930 VERLET goes on board Rainbow Warrior, distracts
crew. Campervan arrives Teal Park (see Annex A).
Unloads dinghy, sets sail for Kings Wharf.

2000 Arrive Kings Wharf, secure dinghy, commence
dive.



-SCRET

-

2020 Divers beneath Rainbow Warrior, lay charges.

2030 Van still at Teal Park

2040 Charges laid, Divers return to zodiac.

+on

2045 Van seen at Kelly Tarlowt's underwater world.

2100 Divers have returned to zodiac. 2Zodiac beging to
return to RV with van. Van leaves Kelly Tarléﬁ%'s,
moves to pick up RV nearer city.

2130 Zodiac misses RV or a deliberate policy to split
up. (See notes next paragraph) Zodiac
arrives near boat sheds (see Annex A) minus
outboard. Two people off-load gear, van collected
from near city, collect gear and drive to Tamaki
Drive, then East.

2145 Van on motorway, heading north.

2200 Van now across Auckland Harbour Bridge driving
north for Houhora (see Annex B).

2330 VERLET flies to Tahiti.

2350 Explosives sink Rainbow Warrior.

0400 11 July

TURENGEs deposit BERTHELO at Houhora.
Return to Hamilton.

a.m. 'Ouvea' sails and motors to Norfolk Island.

1100 TURENGEs in Hamilton, establish alibi by
visiting travel agent and ANZ Bank.

Explanations

A. It is believed the 'Ouvea' headed north and stayed
overnight at the RV. The distance between Whangarei
and Houhora is approximately 300 kms. With a good
south-westerly behind them and the engine going
the 'Ouvea' would have averaged 6 knots (11 km/hr)
and therefore would have taken approximately 27
hours to reach Houhora.

The 'Ouvea' left Whangarei on the morning of 9 July
but did not reach Houhora until the night of 10
July, indicating that it could have stopped en route.

B. It is assessed that the RV for the explosives

and possibly BERTHELO would be north of Opua where
the 'Ouvea' was cleared by Customs.
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The arrival time at Teal Park was assessed
from a witnesses report.

The distance from Teal Park to Marsden Wharf

is approximately 1.7km. It is assessed that the
zodiac dinghy would have moved at approximately

5 knots to Kings Wharf (sc as to reduce bow wave,
wake and noise which might draw attention to the
occupants) .

Kings Wharf was chosen as it is less than 500m

from the Rainbow Warrior. Divers tire guickly
wearing rebreather equipment and it is thought that
the divers would try and site the boat as close

as possible to the target. 1In addition, it would
be pitch black in the water with lots of obstacles,
therefore a certain amcunt of caution would be
needed. The dinghy could be hidden under the wharf.

Each explosive charge was about 10kgs in weight.
It is therefore assessed that two divers would
have been needed to place the charges in the
shortest time. The alternative is for a diver to
return to the dinghy to collect a second charge.
This doubles the distance needed to swim in
rebreathing equipment.

The wvan changed position between 2045 when it
was seen at Kelly Tarlont's and when it was collected
from the direction of the city. One diver may
have been dropped near the van's second location
before the zodiac continued into Hobson Bay to
dispose of the ocutboard motor. This may also have
been a deliberate policy to prevent the whole
group being seen together.

When the TURENGEs were questioned about being

seen at Hobson Bay they claimed they had assisted
a previously unknown male person to bring his
dinghy ashore and had then given him a lift to

his car. S TURENGE claimed that this person
travelled in the back of the van while A TURENGE
stated he travelled in the front passenger's seat.

The outboard motor was deliberately
jettisoned as all the screws connecting it to
the transom of the zodiac had been undone.
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SCENARIO TWO

10. Media Speculation

Le Monde (17 September 1985) reiterated a claim by
the satirical magazine le Canard Enchaine that a third
two-man French team arrived in New Zealand and sank the
Rainbow Warrior. This was corroborated by a story in
L'Express which gave more detail and claimed that the
third team were also combat divers from the Aspretto
training base, one a captain and the other a sergeant major.
These saboteurs left New Zealand before the explosion,
one flying to Noumea and the other to Sydney, Australia.
The operation was carried out in liaison with the TURENGESs
who coordinated the final part of the operation and
with the 'Ouvea' crew who brought in the explosives.

11, L'Express also claims that a fourth team was standing
by in Australia with a fast boat in case a guick evacuation
was reguired.

COMMENT

It is interesting to note that ERENN 80t sea-
going launch FSENEN vas in Sydney as this time.

The SR cruises at 10 knots and would have had the
range to do a return trip from Australia to New Zealand.
According to the police, the crew of the FSENEN"1ocoked
a tough lot", but a check on their names contained no
adverse traces.

12, Evidence of a Third Team

A Jean Louis DORMOND, DOB 12 February 1947 arrived in
New Zealand on 23 June 85 on flight TE7 from Los Angeles,
«USA., It is not known when he left.

13 Accommodation

23 June 85 - 28 June 85 South Pacific Hotel Auckland

28 June 85 Accommodation not known

29 June 85 - 2 July 85 Autolodge Motor Inn Paihia

2 July 85 - 5 July 85 Hyatt Kingsgate Auckland.
14. Telephone Calls

On 23,24,25,27 June, 2,3 July, DORMOND called France
887 4809. This is the same telephone number called by
CABON aka BONLIEU and reputedly belongs to SRS

9/...
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15. DORMOND also called Whangarei 89219 on 2 July B85.
This is the telephone number of Motel 6, Whangarei, where
the 'Ouvea' crew were staying at that time.

16. Both VELCHE and MANIGUET called the Hyatt Kingsgate
hotel on 6 July 85, DORMOND had booked eut the day
previously and it is not known if they spoke to anyone.
It is possible that they were trying to contact DORMOND.

1%7. Connection with TURENGESs

The TURENGEs were positively identified at Auckland
airport on 8 July 85 farewelling an approximately 45 year-
old male who appeared to be giving them instructions.

COMMENT

There is no evidence to prove that the unidentified male
boarded an aircraft and he could have gone to the airport
to meet incoming passengers. No departure card for DORMOND
has yet been found.

18. A Philippe DUBAST arrived in Noumea on 7 June 85
with the 'Ouvea' crew and returned to Paris on 14 June 85,
the day after the 'Ouvea' left for New Zealand. DUBAST
was also mentioned in the Tricot report.

19. The French Press have claimed that DUBAST and DORMOND
are the same person and that he ' is in reality Major Louis
Pierre DILLAIS, head of the Aspretto diving base.

20. Unidentifed Frenchmen

On the morning of 4 July 1985 two unidentified
Frenchmen (in a blue sedan) called at Ray CRUMP's Petrol
Service Ltd, Robert Street, Whangarei and purchased diesel,
petrol and grease to the value of $154,30. At this stage
the TURENGEs were driving a green Toyota Corolla while
the 'Ouvea' crew had hired a red Ford Telstar. The pclice
regard the witness as unreliable, however inquiries are
continuing.

21. On 2 July 85 VELCHE and BERTHELO were seen at the
Dome Valley Tearooms, Dome Valley in the company of an
unidentified Frenchman. VELCHE's notes from the 'Ouvea'
refer to an RV with 'Henry' on this day yet VELCHE

denied meeting anyone at the Dome Valley Tearooms to

the New Zealand police. BERTHELO claimed they 'bumped

into a French tourist'. The waitress recalled issuing a receipt
to three or four foreign-speaking men about that date.

She identified BERTHELO from a photographic montage and
said he was not very friendly. She did not identify any of
the other known French agents.
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DISCUSSION

22. If the TURENGEs were only to provide liaison and
'backup' then why did they stay so long after the others
had left. Perhaps they were meant to collect the
equipment after the operation had been completed. When
the zodiac dinghy was seen near the boatsheds at 2130

on 10 July 85, a 111 call was made to the police.

If the TURENGEs had been monitoring police transmission
they may have taken fright and left. It took 18 minutes
for the police to respond to this call because of higher
priority commitments.

23, A third team would require substantial coordination
but would be the easiest scenario from a logistics

point of view. Police inguiries are continuing, however
without further concrete evidence to substantiate the
press claims, the idea of a third team must remain
speculative. It is interesting tc note that it was

press speculation, particularly reports from Le Monde,
that caused HERN i

ENARIO THREE

24, This hypothesis suggests that the TURENGEs performed
the bombing of Rainbow Warrior by themselves with the
'Ouvea' simply bringing in the explosives as in Scenario 2.

25. If the 'Ouvea' was used simply to ferry explosives
then neither Scenario 2 or 3 explains why it stayed so
long in New Zealand waters.

26. Both scenarios 2 and 3 are more flexible for timings
although scenario 3 would suggest that A TURENGE would
have to carry approximately 20 kgs of explosive plus
cradle by himself, possibly in several shifts. Also the
van was moved from Kelly Tarlont's nearer to the city

and it is probable that S TURENGE remained ashore for this
purpose.

ASSESSMENT

21 Scenario 1 is more probable than scenario 3, but more
information would be needed to assess scenario 2.
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ANNEX B TO RATNBOW WARRIOR
N ASSESSMENT OF ATTACK

Whangaparoa

Parakai Peninsula %

AUCKLAND

Thames
- Possible route of Ouvea with known
~—= Main Rd north ports of call
= Minor routes

HAMILTON





